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"a the REVEREND 


Dr. ISAAC WATTS. 


Reverend and Dear 8 IR. N N 
n Ks 5; ot 


a 211 the moſt affectibn þ 


8 FX© Gratitude and Reſpect, 1 beg 
80 Leave to preſent to You: uw 


Book, which owes its N 


r — 


ence to your Requeſt, its CG 


pioaſneſs to your Plan, and much 78 
Perſpicuity - your Review, and 10 13 
Uſe I made of your Remarks on that Part 
of it, which your Health and Lei 2 
would permit you to examig ac * 
Lic to You, not to eg your Balfenlage nor 
Fit, for of that I at alreidy e 
and much leſs from any en 4 8 
tempting your -Chara@a# Ser, for which; > 1 
| Were: more equal 3 ths Subject, I mold VN 
think this a * y improper Place: But ghiof- +® Ko 
5 erer bt, which: pf 1 
6 n of Vein Known. e tholg- 
pe. | _ . * hem 5 


of 


Ls DEDICATION 


xy 


whom this may reach, as one whom Yon 
have honoured, not only with your Friend- . 
ſhip, but with. ſo much of your Eſteem 
f Approbation too, as muſt ſubſtantially 
appear in your committing a Work to me, 
which You had yourſelf projected as one of 
the moſt conſiderable Services of your Life. 
IMA E long thought the Love of Po- 
| ler Applauſe a Meanneſs, which a Phi- 
Jofophy far inferior to that of our Divine 


Maler might have taught us to conquer. 
But to be eſteemed by eminently Great and 


7 e Men, to whom we are intimately 
known, appears to me, not only one of 
the moſt ſolid Atteſtations of ſome real 
* Worth, but, next to the Approbation of 
* and our own Conſciences, one of its 

mol valuable Rewards. It will. I doubt 

vot, be found ſo in that World, to which 
Siri like yours are tending, and for 

* iy chro' Divine Grace You have ob- 
tained ſo uncommon æ Degree of Ripe- 
nels. + And permit me, Sir, while I write 
- ahis;.to refreſh myſelf with the Hope, 
- that. When that Union of Hearts, which 

N has ſo long ſabſiſted- between us ; ſhall ar- 


S's rive to its fall Maturity*and Endearment 
2 th cre, 


it will be Mace of mutual De-' 
; to es * You 9 — n 


2 „r * 


— 


ig effected it, and of ſeeing ſuch: 4 
9 veſt already ſpringing up, I hope as am Bate: 


DEDICATION. 'V * 


me, and that I have in ſome Degree exe- 
cuted a'T aſk, which may. perbaps, under 
the Bleſſing of Gop, awaken and improve 
Religious Sentiments in the Minds of 
thoſe whom we leave behind us, and of 
others who may ariſe after us in this vain, 
tranſitory, inſnaring World, SD 
SUCH is the Improvement you bave T 
made of your Capacities for Service, that 
I am fully perſuaded, Heaven has received 
very few, in theſe latter Ages, who have 
done ſo much to ſerve its Intereſts here be- 
low; few, who have laboured in this beſt 
of Cauſes with equal Mnquity, and equal 3 
Succeſs. And therefore, I cannot but join 
with all who wiſh well to the Chriſſigg 
Intereſt among us, in acknowledging, te 
# Goodneſs of Providence to ou andito the oP 
= Church of Chriſt, in prolonging a. Life at 
once ſo valuable and fo. tender, to ſuch an 
advanced Period. With "them, Sir, Lre- 
Joice, that Gop Hath given you, upd v2 
in ſo extraordinary, a Degree, not only . 
= Conſciouſneſs, of: interidmg great Bengo 
do the World, but the Satisfaction of — 


- 


* 5 
1 neſt of a much more copious Increaſe from DS 


* With Multitudes more 1 bleſs' 
8 3 1 A Gop: Wm 


dered entirely incapable of ſerving the 
Publick from the Preſs, and from the Pul- 


Weakneſs, it may be ſo fingularly refreſh- 


| ful Branches of Philoſophy, 


demies, but in the moſt publick and cele- 


—_ ———— —— — S— — — 
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vi DE DTC AT TO N. 
Gop, that You are not, in this Evening of 
ſo afflicted and yet ſo laborious a Day, ren- 


pit; ahd that amidſt the Pain which your 
active Spirit feels, when theſe pleaſing Ser- 
vices ſuffer long Interruptions from Bodily 


ed by reflecting on that Sphere of exten- 
five Uſefulneſs, in which by your Mritings 
You continually move. 

I coNGRATULATE you, dear Sir, that 
while You are in a Multitude of Families, 
and Schools of the lower Claſs, condeſcend- 
ing to the humble, yet important Work 
of forming Infant-Minds to the firſt R- 
diments of Religious Knowledge and de- 
vout Impreſſions, by your various Cate- 
chiſms and Divine Songs; You are alſo daily 
reading Lectures of Log:ck, and other uſe- 
to ſtudious 
Youth: And this, not only in private Aca- 


brated Seats of Learning; not merely in 
Scotland, and in our American Colonies, 
(where, from ſome peculiar Conſiderations, 
it might moſt naturally be expected; but, 
thro' the amiable Candor of ſome excellent 


Men and accompliſhed Tutors, in our Ei. | 
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gli 10 Univerſities too. 
that You ate teaching, no doubt, Hun- 


dreds of Miniſters, and Thouſands of pri- 
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J congratulate you, 


vate Chriſtians, by your Sermons; and o- 
ther Theological Writings ; ſo happ ly cal- 
culated to diffuſe thro” their, Minds that 
Light of Knowledge, and thro' their 
. that Fervour of Piety, which Gop 
has been pleaſed to inkindle in your own. 
But above all, I congratulate you, that by 
your Sacred Poetry, eſpecially by your 
P/alms, and your Hymns, You are leading 
the Worſhip, and I truſt alſo animating 
the Devotion of Myriads, in our publick 


Aſſemblies every Sabbath, and in their Fa- 


milies or Cloſets every Day. This, Sir, at 
leaſt ſo far as it relates to the Ser vice of ® 
the Sanctuary, f is an unparalleled Favour, 
by which Gop has been pleaſed to diſtin- 
guiſh you, I may boldly ſay it, beyond 
any of his Servants now upon Earth, 
Well may it be eſteemed à glorious Equi- 


| | valent, and indeed much more than an 


Equivalent, for all thoſe Views of Eccle- 


fiaſtical Preferment, to which ſuch Ta- 


Intereſt 


lents, Learning, Virtues, al 
iſtabliſhe 


mi ht have intitled you in an 


"ment; and I doubt not, but You Joyfully 
accept it as ſuch. 


WEE... AG 
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Non is it eaſy to conceive, in what 


Circumſtances You could, on any Suppo- 


ion, have been eaſier and happier, than 


in that Picus and truly Honourable Family, 


in which as I verily believe, in ſpecial 


Indulgence both to you and to it, Provi- 
dence has been pleaſed to appoint that You 
ſhould ſpend ſo confiderable a Part of your 
Life. It is my earneſt Prayer, that all the 
Remainder of it may be ſerene, uſeful, and 
. pleaſant, And as, to my certain Know- 
ledge, your Compoſitions have been the ſin- 
gular Comfort of many exce/lent Chriſtians 
(fome of them numbered among my 
deareſt Friends,) on their dying Bed; for 
1 have heard Stanza's of them repeated 


from the Lips of ſeveral, who were doubt- 


leſs in a few Hours to begin the Song of 
* Moſes and the Lamb: Sol hope and truſt, 
that when Gop ſhall call you to that Sal- 
vation, for which your Faith and Patience 
| have ſo long been waiting, He will ſhed 
around you the choiceſt Beams of his Fa- 


vour, and gladden your Heart with Conſo- 


| lations, like' thoſe which You have been 


the happy Inſtrument of adminiſtring to 
Oo BRAS. 2 
Is the mean Time, Sir, be aſſured, that 
I am not a little animated in the various 


"* : 8 Labours 
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of your Reaſon, it is hardly poſſible that” 


| . | 
DEDICATION. ax 
Labours to which Providence -has called 
me, by reflecting, that I have ſuch a Can. 


; 5 temporary, and eſpecially ſuch a_ Friend; 


whoſe ſingle Preſence would be to me as 
that of a Cloud of Witneſſes here helow, 
to awaken my Alacrity in the Race that is 


= /et before me, And I am perſuaded, that 


while I fay this, I ſpeak the Sentiments of 
many of my Brethren, even of various - 


Denominations: A Confideration, which 


I hope will do ſomething towards recon- 
ciling a Heart ſo generous as yours, to the 
Delay of that exceeding and eternal Meigbi 
of Glory, which is now ſo nearly approach- 
ing. Yes, my honoured Friend, You: 
will, I hope, chearfully endure a little lon- 
ger Continuance in Life amidſt all its In- 
firmities; from an Aſſurance, that while 
God is pleaſed to maintain the Exetevgs!' 


You ſhould live in vain, to the World, or 
yourſelf. Every Day, and every Trial, 
is brightening your Crown, and rendering 
you ſtill more meet for an Inbemtande 
amang the Saints in Light. Every Word 
that You drop from the Pulpit; has now, 
ſurely, its peculiar Weight: The Eyes of... 
many are on their aſcending Prophet, ea- * 
gerly intent that they may catch, if not. 
one 3 Aa Ie” 


x DE DHC ATI O N. 
his Mantle, at leaſt ſome Divine Sentence 
from his Lips, which may long guide their 
Ways, and warm their Hearts. This So- 
+ licitude your Friends bring into thoſe hap- 

y Moments, in which they are tavoured 
with your Converſe in private: And when 
You are retired from them, your Prayers, 
I doubt not, largely contribute towards 
guarding your Country, watering the 
Church, and bleſſing the World. Long 
may they continue to anſwer theſe great 
Ends! And permit me, Sir, to conclude 
with expreſſing my chearful Confidence, 
that in thoſe beſt Moments You are often 

articularly mindful of one, who ſo high- 
8 ſo greatly needs, and ſo warm- 
ly returns that Remembrance, as, 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 


Your moſt Affectionate Brother, 


And Obliged Humble Servant, 


Notthampton. 
Dec. 13. 744. 


P. DopDRIDGE. 


% 


Plan of the Deſign, render it unne-: 
ceſſary to introduce it with a long 
Preface. Some of my Readers may 
perhaps remember, that ſeveral Years ago I promiſed - 
this Work to the Publick, in the Preface to the Se- 
cond Edition of my Sermens on the Power and Grace of 
Chriſt, Sc. My much honoured Friend DR. 

Wars had laid the Scheme, eſpecially of the formen 
Part: But as thoſe Indiſpoſitions, with which (to, the. 
unſpeakable Grief of the Churches, ) Gop has been 
picaſed to exerciſe him, had forbid his Hopes of being 


able to add this, to his many Labours 7 Love to im- 


mortal Souls, he was pleaſed in a very affectionate and 
importunate Manner to urge me to undertake it. And 
I bleſs Gop with my whole Heart, not only that He 
hath carried me thro*. this ware te Taſk, (for fuch* 


indeed I have found it,) but alſo that He hath ſpared * 


that worthy and amiable Perſon to ſee it accompliſn- 
ed, and given him Strength and Spirit to review 
ſo conſiderable a Part of it. His Approbation, ex- 
preſſed in ſtronger Terms than Modeſty will permit 


me to repeat, encourages me to hope, that it is exe 


cuted in ſuch a Manner, as may, by the Divine 
Bleſſing, render it of ſome general Service. And 
the rather expect it will be ſo, as it now ch 
Abroad into the World, not only wich my 
SR” * | Profs 
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Prayers and his, but alſo with thoſe of many other 
Pious Friends, which I have been 


ful to engage for its Succeſs, 


InTo whatever Hands this Work may come, I 
muſt deſire, that before any paſs their Judgment up- 
on it, they would pleaſe to read it through; that 
they may diſcern the Connection between one Part 
of it and another. Which I the rather requeſt, be- 
cauſe I have. long obſerved, that Chriſtians of dif- 


| _ ferent Parties have been eagerly laying Hold on par- 


ticular Parts of the Sy/kem of Divine Truths, and 
have been contending about them, as if each had 


been all; or as if the Separation of the Members 


| from each other, and from the Head, were the Pre- 
| ſervation of the Body, inſtead of its Deſtruction. 
They have been zealous to eſpouſe the Defence, and 
to. maintain the Honour and Uſefulneſs of each 
apart; Whereas their Honour, as well as Uſeful- 
neſs, ſeems to me to lie much in their Connection: 
And Suſpicions have often ariſen betwixt the re- 
ſpective Defenders of each, which have appeared as 
unreaſonable and abſurd, as if all the Preparations 
for ſecuring one Part of a Ship in a Storm were to 
be cenſured as a Contrivance to ſink the Reſt. - I 
pray Gop, to give to all his Miniſters, and People, 
more and more of the Spirit of MWiſdom, and of 
Love, and o ind; and to remove far 


F a ſound” 
from us thoſe mutual Fealouſtes and Animoſities, 


|| which hinder our acting with that Unanimity, which 


is neceſſary in order to the ſucceſsful carrying on 
our common Warfare againſt the Enemies of Cbriſtia- 

We may be ſure, theſe Enemies will never 
fail to make their own Advantage of our multiplied 
Diviſions, and ſevere Conteſts with each other: But 


they muſt neceſſarily loſe both their Ground and. 
- their Influence, in 


Which the Energy of Chriſtian Principles is felt, 


roportion to the Degree, in 
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to unite and transform the Hearts of thoſe by whom 
they are profeſſed, | 23 wa 


I TAKE this Opportunity of adding, that as ths 
Treatiſe may be looked upon as the Sequel of my Ser- 
mins on Regeneration, tho' in ſomething of a diffe- 
rent Method; a Second Edition of thoſe Sermons is 
* now publiſhed (in Compliance with the Requeſt of 
many of my Friends,) in the ſame Form and Size 
with this Book. I have been ſolicitous to make 
EZ them both as cheap as poſſible, that I may fall in-with 
the charitable Deſigns of thoſe who may purpoſe to 
give them away. There is however an Edition of 
this Treatiſe in Otavs, for ſuch as rather chuſe to 
have it in a larger Character and fairer Form. 


a Fart — uU (Gm 7.00%.» 


Ia ſtudied the greateſt Plainne/s of Speech, 

„that the loweſt of my Readers may, if poſſible, be 

| able. to underſtand every Word; and J hope, Per- 
ſons of a more elegant Taſte and refined Education 

will pardon what appeared to me ſo neceſſary a 

„Piece of Charity. Such a Care in Pra&ical Writ- 

XR 22% ſeems one important Inſtance of that Hon 

FX «ll en, which our amiable and condeſcending Re- 

; ligion teaches us: And I have been particularly obli- 
ged to my worthy Patron, for what he hath done to 
ſhorten ſome of the Sentences, and to put my Mean- 
ing into plainer and more familiar Words. Vet J 
dare ſay, the World will not ſuſpeCt it of having con- 
tracted any Impropriety or Inelegance of Language, 
by paſling thro” the Hands of DR. WATTS. 


I mvsrT add one Remark here, which TI heartily - 
wiſh I had not omitted in the Firſt Edition, vis: 
That tho? I do in this Book confider my. Reader as 
ſucceſſively in a great Variety of ſuppoſed Gircum- 
- *Nances, beginning with thoſe of a thoughtlefs Sinner, * 
and leading him thro' ſeveral Stages of Gonviftiong 
Terror, &c. as what may be previous to his ſincerely. 


_ our Faith. 


- mens on Regeneration, that I think none who has read, 


j is very poſſible, this Book may fall into the Hands of 


- ſon, who kindly reminded me of the Expediency ot ' 


xiv PREFACE... 
accepting the Goſpel, and devoting himſelf to the MR 
Service of Gop; yet I would by no Means be thought 
to inſinuate, that every one who is brought to that | 
happy Reſolution, arrives at it thro* thoſe particular it 
Steps, or feels Agitations of Mind equal in Degree to WR - 
thoſe 1 have deſcribed. Some Senſe of Sin, and ſome 
*ſerious and humbling Apprehenſion of our Danger 
and Miſery in Conſequence of it, muſt indeed be 
neceſſary, to diſpoſe us to receive the Grace of the 
Goſpel, and the Saviour who is there exhibited to 
But Gon is pleaſed ſometimes to begin 
the Work of his Grace on the Heart, almoſt from 
the firſt Dawning of Reaſon, and to carry it on by 
ſuch gentle and inſenſible Degrees, that very excel- 
lent Perſons, who have made the moſt eminent At- 
tainments in the Divine Life, have been unable to 
recount any remarkable Hiſtory of their Converſion: 
And fo far as I can learn, this is moſt frequently 
the Caſe with thoſe of them, who have enjoyed the 
Benefits of à pious Education, when it has not been 
ſucceeded by a vicious and licentious Youth. Gop 
forbid therefore, that any ſuch ſhould be ſo inſenſible 
of their own Happineſs, as to fall into Perplexity 
with Relation to their Spiritual State, for Want of 
being able to trace ſuch a Riſe of Religion in their 
Minds, as it was neceflary on my Plan tor me to de- 
ſcribe, and exemplify here, —T have ſpoke my Senti- 
ments on this Head fo fully in the VIIIth of my Ser- 
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and remembers the general Contents of it, can be in 
Danger of miſtaking my Meaning here. But as it 


many, who have not read the other, and have no 
Opportunity of conſulting it, I thought it proper to 
inſert this Caution in the Preface to this; and I 
am much obliged to that worthy and excellent Per- 


doing it. 


I con- 


PREFACE. xy 


I conNCLUDE With deſiring my Friends to for- 
give the nedeſſary Interruption which this Wark 


* - 


has given to the Third Volume of my Family Bas: 


7 /itor, which I am now ſending to the Preſs as faſt as 


Y. bs 
if 
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I can, and hope to publiſh in leſs than a Year. Tay 

this Volume I have referred ſeveral additional Notes, 

and the Indexes, which are neceſſary to render the”. 
former Volumes compleat ; having determined to 
add nothing to the Second Edition, which ſhould de- 
preciate the former, I do not think it neceſſary to 
trouble my Friends with a new Subſcription ; tak- 
ing it for granted, that few who were pleaſed with 
the other Part of the Work, will fail of Perfecting 
the Sett on the Hiſtorical Books of the New Te/ta- 
ment, When my Expolition on the Epiſtolary Part 
may be compleated, Gop only knows. I will pro- 
cced in it as faſt as the other Duties of my Station 
will permit; and [I earneſtly beg, that if my Rea- 
ders find Edification and Advantage by any of my 


Writings, they would in Return offer a Prayer for 


me, that GoD may carry me on, in that mo/? impar- 
tant Labour of my Pen, under the remarkable To- 


kens of His Guidance and Blefling. 


|} 1 
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” CHAP. 1. | 

285 MF The Introduction to the Work, with ſome 
cath . general Account of its Delign, * 

2 3 3 
1 22 That true Religion is very rare, appears from comparing 
heſ; 8 3 the Nature of it <vith the Lives and Characters -of 
7 6 7 Men around us. F. 1, 2. The Want of it, Matter of 
9 71% Lamentation. $. 3. To remedy this Evil, is the 
: | Defign of the enſuing Treatiſe: F. 4. To which, there- , 
Ing fore, the Author earnefily beſpeals the Attention of the * 
299 _ Reader, as his &wn Heart is deeply intereſted in it. ys 
2 of . 6. A General Plan of the Work; of which the 
307 Fifteen firſt Chapters relate chiefly to the RIS of Re 


ligion, and the remaining Chapters to its PROGRESS. 
F. 7,12. The Chapter concludes with a Prayer for 
the" Succeſs of the Work. | 


HE N we look round about us with an 

FJ attentive Eye, and conſider the Cha? 
S£ raQters and Purſuits of Men, we plainly 
ſee, that tho”, in the original Conititu: 
* tion of their Natures, they pnly,-of all 
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Religion fills even this little Circle?“ There is, per- 
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2 -- Religion not an univerſal Thing. Ch. 1 


it. And whatever different Notions People may entertain WM 
of what they call Religion, all muſt agree in owning; that WARE 


It is very. far from being an univerſal Thing. 
F. 2, RELIGION, in its moſt general View, is ſuch a a 


Senſe of GOD on the Soul, and ſuch a Conviction of our 5 0 
Obligations to him, and of our Dependance upon him, 


as ſhall engage us to make it our great Cave, to gangutt 
ourſelves in a Manner which we have Reaſon to Wttiniy 
will be pleafing to Him. Now when we have given This 
Plain Account of Religion, it is by no Means neceſſary, 
that wg ſhould ſearch among the Savages of the African 


or American Nations, to find Inſtances of thoſe who are 


Strangers to it. When we view the Conduct of the Ge- 
nerality of People at Home, in a Chriſtian and Proteſtant 
Nation, in a Nation whoſe Obligations to Gop have been 
ſingular, almoſt beyond thoſe of any other People under 


Heaven, will any one preſume to ſay, that Religion has 


an univerſal Reign among us? Will any one ſuppoſe, 


that it prevails in every Life? that it reigns in every i 


Heart? Alas, the avowed Infidelity, the Prophanation 
of the Name and Day of Gov, the Drunkenneſs, the 
Lewdnefs, the Injuſtice, the Falſehood, the Pride, the 
Prodigality, the baſe Selfiſhneſs, and ſtupid Inſenſibility 
of the Spiritual and Eternal Intereſts of themſelves and 
others, which ſo generally appear among us, loudly pro- 


., Claim the contrary. So that one would imagine upon 


this View, that Thouſands and. ten Thouſands .thought 
the Neglect, and even the Contempt of Religion, were a 
Glory, rather than a Reproach. And where is the Neigh- 
bourhood, where is the Society, where is the happy Fa- 
mily, (conſiſting of any conſiderable Number,) in which, 
on a more exact Examination, we find reaſon to ſay, 


haps, a Freedom from,any groſs and, ſcandalous Immora- 
lities, an external Decency of Behaviour, an Attendance 
on the outward Forms of Worſhip in Publick, and (Here 
and there ) in the Family ;. yet, amidſt all this, there is 

nothing which looks like the genuine Actings of the Spi- 
ritual and Divine Life. There is no Appearance of 
Love to God, no Reverence for his Preſence, no Defire 


of his Favour as the higheſt Good: There is no cordial 


* 4 dy 
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Belief of 2he Geſpel of Salvation ; no enger Solicitude to 
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. 1. The Want of it to be greatly lamentel. 8 


3 
5 [yy 


BD hearty Concern to ſecure that Eternal Life,” whit 1 
Mentis has purchaſed and ſecured for his People; and. 
SShich he freely promiſes to all who will receive him. 

1 las! whatever the Love of a Friend, or even of a Pa- 


"2 nt, can do; whatever Inclination there may be, to Hape 


Ving, and believe all Things the moſt favourable; 
idence to the contrary will force itſelf upon the Mind, 
Wd cxtort the unwilling Concluſion; that, whatever elſe 
iy be amiable in this dear Friend, in that favourite Child, 
Religion dwells not in its Breaſt.” | | 
65. z. To a Heart that firmly believes the Goſpel, and 
ers Perſons and Things in the Light of Eternity, this 
one of the moſt mournful Conſiderations in the World, 
Ind indeed to ſuch a one, all the other Calamities and 
Evils of Human Nature appear Trifles, when compared 
ith this; the Abſence of Real Religion, and that Con- 
3 riety to it which reigns in ſo many Thouſands of Man- 
id. Let this be cured, and all the other Evils will 
filly be borne; nay, Good will be extracted out of 
em: But if this continue, it bringeth forth Fruit unto 
SP: (a); and in Conſequence of it, Multitudes, who 
are the Entertainments of an indulgent Providence with 
„ and are at leaſt allied to us by the Bond of the ſame . 
mmon Nature, maſt in a few Years be (wept away into 
ier Deſiruttion, and be plunged beyond Redemption in- 
=o ever/afting Burnings. Foe 5 
F. 4. I Dou not, but there are many, under thoſe 
rarious Forms of Religious Profeſſion, which have ſo un- 
appily divided us in this Nation, who are not only la- 
oenting this in Publick, if their Office in Life calls them 
to an Opportunity of doing it; but are likewiſe mourn- 

og before Gop in Secret, under a Senſe of this fad State 
Wot. Things; and who can appeal to him that /earches a, 
Hearts, as to the Sincerity of their Deſires to revive tg 
Wanguiſhing Cauſe of vital Chriſtianity and ſubſtantial: | * "3 
Pier. And, among the reſt,*the Author of this Treatiſe". > 
Bay with Confidence ſay, It is this which animates Him 
dhe preſent Attempt, in the midſt of ſo mam ollien 8 
Cues and Labours. For this, he is willing to 
many of thoſe curious Amuſements in Science, we 
3 %, 8 1 = ag 


— * 
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4 The Author's Deſign, 10 pra Religion. Ch. 1. 


might ſuit his own private Taſteg and perhaps open a 
Way to ſome Reputation in the Learned World. Er 
this, he is willing to wave the laboured Ornaments of 7 
Speech, that he may, if poflible, deſcend to the Capacity I 
of the loweſt Part of Minkind..., yer this, he would en- A 
deavour to convince: the Judgment, A to reach the At 
Heart of every Reader: And, in à Word, for this, Wl 
without any Dread of the Name of an, Reba, who- 
ever may at random throw it out upon the, Occaſion, he 
would, as it were, enter with you into , Cloſet, from 
Day to Day; and, with all Plainneſs and Freedom, as 
well as Seriouſneſs, would diſcourſe to you of the great WE 
Things which he has learnt from the Chriſtian Revela - 
tion, and on which he aſſuredly knows your everlaſting 
Happineſs to depend: That if you hitherto have lived "= 
without Religion, you may be now awakened to the Con- 
ſideration of it, and may be inſtructed in its Nature and 
Importance; or that if you are already, thre Divine 
Grace, experimentally acquainted with it, you may be al- 
ſiſted to make a greater Progreſs. 
| , Bur he earneſtly intreats this Favour of you, 
that, as it is plainly @ ſerious Buſineſs we are entering up- y 
on, you would be pleaſed to give him a ſerious and an at- j 
y 


tentive Hearing. He intreats, that theſe Addreſſes, and 
theſe Meditations, may be perufed at Leiſure, and be 
thought over in Retirement; and that you would do him 
and yourſelf the Juſtice, to believe the Repreſentations 
which are here made, and the Warnings which are here 
given, to proceed from Sincerity and Love; from an 
Heart, which would not deſignedly give one Moment's Wl 
unneceſſary Pain to the meaneſt Creature on the Face of Wi 
the Earth, and much leis to any Human Mind. If be 
be importunate, it is becauſe he at leaſt imagines, that 
there is juſt Reaſon for it; and fears, leſt amidit the Mul- 
titudes, who are undone by the utter Neglect of Religion, 
and among thoſe who are greatly damaged for Want of 
a more reſolute and conſtant Attendance to it, this may 
bl 6 the Caſe of ſome into whoſe Hands this Treatiſe may 
fall. 6 
F. 6. He is a Barbarian, and deſerves. not to be called 
a Man, who can look on the Sorrows of his Fellow 
ee without drawing out his Soul unto ke, and 
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i 7 \ Ch. 1. The Happineſs of ſucceeding in it. 5 


open a ing, at leaſt, that it were in the Power of his Hand 
l. For to help them. Surely Earth would be an Heaven to that 
ents of Aan, who could go about from Place to Place ſcattering 
apacity Happineſs whereſoever he came, tho' it were only the 
ld en- Body that he were capable of relieving, and tho'. he could 
ch the impart nothing better than the Happineſs: of a mortal 
Ir this, 9 Life. But the Happineſs riſes, in Proportion to the Na- 
» Who- tore and Degree of the Good which he imparts, Hap- 
ion, he yy. are we ready to ſay, were thoſe honoured Servants of 
„ from Gdriſt, who, in the early Days of his Church, were the 
om, a5 IF benevolent and ſympathizing Inſtruments of conveying 
e gre: e miraculous Healing to thoſe whoſe Caſes ſeemed deſper- 


Revela- | ate; who poured in upon the Blind and the Deaf the 
rlaſting "IF Pleaſures of Light and Sound, and called up the Dead to the 

e lived powers of Action and Enjoy ment. But this is an Honour 

e Con- and Happineſs, which it is not fit for Gop commonly 
re and to beſtow on mortal Men. Yet there have been in every 


Divine Age, and bleſſed be his Name, there ſtill are thoſe, whom 
Pe al- : he has condeſcended to make his Inſtruments in conveying 


nobler and more laſting Bleflings then theſe to their F&- 


f you, low- Creatures. Death hath long ſince veiled the Eyes, 

Ng UP- and ſtopped the Ears of thoſe, who were the Subjects of 

| an at- WE miraculous Healing, and recovered its Empire over thoſe” 

es, and { = who were once recalled from the Grave. But the Souls 
K* 


and be who are prevailed upon to receive the Goſpel, /ive fer 
10 him ever. Gop has owned the Labours of his faithful Mini- 
tations 5 ſters in every Age, to produce theſe bleſſed Effects; and 
'e here ſome of them being dead, yet ſpeak (b) with Power and 
om an ; Succeſs in this important Cauſe. Wonder not then, if 
ment's a living and dying, I be ambitious of this Honour; and if 
"ace of my Mouth be freely opened, where I can truly ſay, My. 


If he Heart is enlarged (c). 
„ that y. 7. In forming my general Plan ] have been ſolicit- 
> Mul- ous, that this little Treatiſe might, if poſſible, be uſeful 
ligion, to all its Readers, and contain ſomething ſuitable to each 


ant of 
Ss may 
e may 


I will therefore take the Man, and the Chriſſian, in a 4 
great Faricty of Circumſtances, I will firſt ſuppoſe my- > 
elf addreſſing to one of the . vaſt Number of rhaughtleſ#: 


- 


25 Creatures, who have bitherto been utterly unconcernud* 
called about Religion; and will try what can be done, by all 
Fellow Paingefs and Earneſtneſs of Addreſs, to awaken hin." 


1, and 
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from 


1 A general Plan of the Work. Ch. 1. 


from this fatal Lethargy, to a Care, (Chap. 2.) an af- 
fectionate and an immediate Care about it. (Chap. 3.) I 
Will. labour to fix a deep and awful Conwi4ion of Guilt 
upon his. Conſcience, (Chap. 4.) and to ſtrip, him of his 
vain Excuſes and his flattering Hopes. (Chap. 5.) -I will 
read to him, Oh! that I could fix on his Heart, hat 
Sentence, that dreadful Sentence, which a Righteous and 
an Almighty Gop hath denounced againſt him as a Sin- 
ner; (Chap. 6.) and endeavour to ſhew him, in how 
Lelpleſs a State he lies under this Condemnation, as to 
any Capacity he has of delivering himſelf. * (Chap, 7.) 
But I do not mean to leave any in fo terrible a Situation: 
Iwill. joy fully proclaim the glad Tidings of Pardon and 
. Salvation by Chriſt Feſus our Lord, which is all the Sup- 
port and. Confidence of my own Soul: (Chap. 8.) And 
then I will give ſome general View of the Way, by which - 
this: Salvation is to be obtained; (Chap., 9.) urgilh ' - 
the Sinner to accepts it, as affectionately as I n; 
(Chap. 10.) tho' nothing can be ſufficiently pathetic, 
where; as in this Matter, the Life of an immortal Soul 
is in queſtion. 5 | 
£4: 8. Too probable it is, that oe will, after all this, 
remain zn/enfible; and therefore, that their ſad Caſe may. 
not incumber the following Articles, I ſhall here take a 
lem Leave of them: (Chap. 11.) And then ſhall turn 
ad addreſs myſelf, as compaſſionately as I can, to a moſt ., 
contrary Character; I mean, to a. Soul dwerwhelmed 
with a Senſe of the Greatneſs of its Sins, and trembling 
under the Burthen, as if there.were uo more Hope for him 
un GOD. (Chap. 12) And that nothing may be omit- 
|”. ted, which may give ſolid Peace to the troubled Spirit, I 
mall endeavour to guide irs Enquiries as to the Ewidences 
of ſincere Repentance and Faith; (Chap. 13.) which will 
hte farther illuſtrated by a more particular View of the 
- ſeveral Branches of the Chriſiian Temper, ſuch as may 
ſerve at once to aſſiſt the Reader in judging wvha? he ig, 
„and to ſhew. him . avhat he. ſoould labour to be. Cbap. 
14.) This will naturally Jead_to a View of: the Need we 
Hape of the Jaftwences.of the Bleſſed Spirit, to aſſiſt us in 
the important and difficult Work of the true Chriſtian » 
ad of the Encouragement we have 70 hope for-thele + 
ares, (hap. 15.) In an humble De- 


4 


h. 1. A general Plan of the Work. 7 


endance on which, I fhall then enter on the Conſidera- 


4 ion of veral Caſes which often occur in the Ghriflian 
Lite, in which particular Addreſſes to. the Conſcience; 
Wnay be requiſite and uſeful. | | 


$.9. As ſome peculiar Difliculties and Diſeourage- 


4 Wments attend the fr/? Entrance on a- Religious Courſe, it 
ill here be our firſt Care 2e animate the young Convert 
= gainſ them. (Chap. 16.) And, that it may be done 


ore effectually, I ſhall urge a ſo/emn Dedication of him- 


ry elf to Gop; (Chap. 17.) to be confirmed by entering 
Wot the fulF Communion of the Church by. an 4 


** 


rc to the ſacred Table. (Chap. 18.) That theſe En- 
Sg:gements may be more happily fulfilled, we-ſhall en- 
eeavour to draw a more particular Plan of that devout,” 


eegular, and accurate Cœarſe, which ought daily to be 


ended to: (Chap. 19.) And becauſe the Idea will pro- 
any riſe ſo much bigber, than what is the general Prace . 
ce, even of Good Men, we ſhall endeavour to perſuade 


ie Reader to make the Aitempt, hard as it may ſeem z | ©; 
WC. 20.) and ſhall caution him againſt various Temps #7 
ins, which might otherwiſe draw him aſide to Negli- bas: 
eee and Sin. (Cap. 21.) | 2 1 

Po Hax will it be for the Reader, if theſe ER, 


4 portations and Cautigns be- attended to with becoming 
esard; but as it is, alas, too. probable, that notwith» >; 


5 * 


vg all, the Infirmities of Nature will ſometimes 
BP <vl, we ſhall conſider the Caſe of Deadueſi and Lan- 
or in Religion, which often ſteals upon us by inſenfible - 3 
eegrees; (Chap. 22.) from | whence there is too eaſy<a © 7 
Wage to that terrible one of a Return into known and. * ©} 
berate Sin. (Chap. 23) And as the one or the then 
F of theſe tends, in a proportionfble Degree, to proweke is 
WBiciſcd Gop to ide his Face, and bis injured Spirit 1e 
withdraw, that melancholy Condition will be taken into 
a particular Survey. (Chap. 24.) L ſhall then take Naticèsg 
allo af the Caſe of great au heavy Aflictious in Lie 
(Chap: e)) a Diſcipline which the beſt of Meng 7 
Reaſon to expect, eſpecially. when they back/iige om 
W905, and yield to their Spiritual Enemies. 


9 2 F.InsTaxCEs of this Kind will, I fear, be tog * 
frequent; yet, I truſt, there will Be many others, ag 
Fab, like the dawning Light, will Cid moretand, mit ny 


= 
l 
. 
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until the perfect Day (d). And therefore we ſhall endea- 
vour, in the beſt Manner we can, to aſſiſt the Chriſtian 
in paſſing a true Fuagment on the Growth of Grace in 
his Heart,. (Chap. 26.) as we had done before in judg- 
ing of its Sincerity. And as nothing condaces more to 
the Advance of Grace, than the lively Exerciſe of Lowe 
to Gop, and a holy Toy in him, we ſhall here remind 
the real Chrifiian of thoſe Mercies, which tend to excite 
that Lowe and Foy; (Chap. 27) and, in the Views of 
them, to animate Lim to thoſe vigorous Efforts of Uſe- 


fFulneſs in Life, which ſo well become his Character, and 
will have ſo happy an Efficacy on brightning his Crown. ' 
(Chap. 28.) Suppoſing him to act accordingly, we ſhall * 
then labour to illuſtrate and afſiſt zhe De/ight, with which 
be may loo, forward to the awful Solemnities of Death. | 
and Judgment: (Chap. 29.) And ſhall cloſe the Scene bj 


accompanying him, as it were, to the neareſt Confines of 
that dark Yalley, thio' which he is to paſs to Glory z giv- 
ing him ſuch Directions, as may ſeem moſt ſubſervient to 
his honouring God, and adorning Religion, by his dying 
Behaviour. (Chap. 30.) Nor am I without a pleaſing 


Hope, that, thro the Divine Bleſſing and Grace, I max, 


be in ſome Inſtances ſo ſucceſsful, as to leave thoſe | 


triumphing in the Views of Judgment and Eternity, 
and glorifying Gop by a truly Chriſtian Life and Death, 


whom I found trembling in the Apprehenſions of future wy 


Miſery ; or, perhaps, in a much more dangerous and mi- 


ſerable Circumſtance than that; I mean, entirely forget- 5 Th 
ting the Proſpect, and ſunk into the moſt ſtupid Inſenſibi- 
lity of thoſe Things, for an Attendance to which the Hu- 


man Mind was formed, and in Compariſon of which all 


the Purſuits of this tranſitory Life are emptier than Wind, 
and lighter than a Feather. 


5 12. Sucn a Variety of Heads muſt, to be ſure, be 3 


handled but brief, as we intend to bring them within 
the Bulk of a moderate Volume. I ſhall not, therefore, 


diſcuſs them, as a Preacher might properly do in Ser- 4 


mons, in which the Truths of Religion are profeſſedly to 
be explained and taught, defended and improved, in a 
wide Variety, and long Detail of Propoſitions, Argu- 


i Ye ments, Objections, Replies, and Inferences, marſhalFd 


+» .and 


ils — 


4 "Rm Ch. 1. A Prayer for its Succeſs, 9 


and number'd under their diſtinct Generals. I ſhall here 


dea- EF ſpeak in a looſer and freer Manner, as à Friend to a 
ian Friend; juſt as I would do, if I were to be in Perſon 
5 admitted to a private Audience, by one whom I tenderly 
loved, and whoſe Circumſtance and Character 1 knew 
to be like that, which the Tigfe of one Chapter or ano- 
ther of this Treatiſe deſcribes. And when I hate dit- 
courſed with him a little while, which will ſeldom be ſo 
long as Half an Hour; I ſhall, as it were, ſtep aſide, 
and leave him to meditate on what he has heard, or en- 
deavour to aſſiſt him in ſuch fervent Addreſſes to God, 
as it may be proper to mingle with thoſe Meditations. 
In the mean time, I will bere take the Liberty to pray 
ove: my Reader, and my Work; and to commend it 
ſolemnly to the Divine Bleſſing, in Token of my deep 
Conviction of an entire Dependance upon it. And I am 
well perſuaded, that Sentiments like theſe are common, 
in the general, to every faithful Miniſier, to every real 
Lo Chrifian. | 


— A Re 
W. " 2 1 * 
rc 


A Prayzr for the Succeſs of this Work, in promoting 


nay Is n : the Riſe and Progrels of Religion. 

hoſe | * H Thou great Eternal Original, and Author, of 
ut), Y * all created Being and Happineſs! I adore 
ath, | Thee, who haſt made Man a Creature capable of: Re- 
ture ; = © lgton, and haſt beſtowed this Dignity and Felicity up- 
| in en our Nature, that it may be taught to ſay, Where 
ret- Was c 


; th is GOD our Maker (c)? I lament that Degeneracy 
rot WVſpread over the whole Human Race, which has trn- 
N ed our Glory into Shame (f), and has render'd the For- 
getfuln:\s of Gop (unnatural as it is,) ſo common, 
and ſo univerſal a Diſeaſe. Holy Father, we know, 4 
is Thy Preſence, and Thy Teaching alone, that can 


, be ** reclaim thy wandring Children; can impreſs a Senſe” 
thin of Divine Things on the Heart, and render that Sense 
We, © laſting and effectual. From Thee proceed all good 
0 5 FPurpoſes and Deſires; and this Deſire above all, of 
. ** diffaling Wiſdom, Piety, and Happineſs in this World, 


* Which ſ(tho' ſunk in ſuch deep Apoſtaey,) Thine wh- 
+* nite Mercy has not utterly forſaken. | 
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TO 


A Prayer fer the 
« Tyov 4zowe/t, O Lo xD, Hearts of the Chil- 


' dren of Men (g); and an upright Soul, in the midſt of 
all the Cenſures and Suſpicions it may meet with, re- 


joices in Thine intimate Knowledge of its moſt ſecret 
Sentiments and Principles of Action. Thou knowelt 
the Sincerity and FerwWMncy, with which Thine wnwvey- 
thy Servant. deſires to ſpread the Knowledge of Thy 
Name, and the Savour of Thy Goſpel, among all to 
whom this Work may reach. Thou knowelit, that 
hadſt Thou given him an Abundance of this World, 
it would have been, in his Eſteem, the nobleſt Plea- 
ſure that Abundance could have afforded, to have been 
Thine Almoner, in diſtributing Thy Bounties to the 
Indigent and Neceſſitous, and fo cauſing the ſorrowful 
Heart to rejoice in Thy Goodneſs, diſpenſed thro' his 
Hands. Thou knoweit, that hadit Thou given him, 
either by ordinary or extraordinary Methods, the Gifts 
of Healing, it wguld have been his daily Delight, to 
relieve the Pains, the Maladies, and the Infirmities of 
Mens Bodies; to have ſeen the languiſhing Counte- 
nance, brightened by returning Health and Chearful- 
neſs; and much more, to have bekeld the roving diſ- 


«© trated Mind, reduced to Calmneſs and Serenity, in 
1 the Exerciſe of its rational Faculties. 


Yet happier, 
far happier will he think himſelf, in thoſe humble 
Circumſtances, in which Thy Providence hath placed 
him, if Thou vouchſafe to honour theſe his feeble 
Endeavours, 2s the Means of relieving and enriching 
Mens Minds ; of recovering them from the Madneſs 
of a ſinful State, and bringing back Thy reaſonable 
Creatures to the Knowledge, the Service, and the En- 


joy ment of their Gop ; or of improving thoſe, who 


are already reduced. 


% O May it have that bleſſed Influence on the Perſon, 


whoſoever he be, that is now reading theſe Lines, and 
on all who may read or hear them! Let not my 
LORD be angry, if I preſumeto aſk, That however 
weak and. contemptible this Work may ſeem in the 
Eyes of the Children of this World, and however 
imperfect it really be, as well as the Author of it un- 
worthy, it may nevertheleſs Jive before Mee; _ \ 
*= 0 0 a ; 66 thrGv 
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Wall Ch. 1. - Succeſs of this Work. tr 


RX «< thro! a Divine Mwer, be mighty to produce the Riſe 


and Progreſs of Religion in the Minds of Multitudes, 
e in diſtant Places, and in Generations yet to come! 
% Impute it not, O Gop, as a culpable Ambition, if 1 
« deſire, that whatever becomes of my Name, about 
« which I would not Joſe gne Thought before Thee, 
« this Work, to which | am now applying myſelf in Thy 
„ Strength, may be compleated, and propagated far 
« Abroad; that it may reach to thoſe that are yet un- 
born, and teach them Thy Name and Thy Praiſe, when 
© © the Author has long dwelt in the Duſt : That ſo when 
he ſhall appear before Thee in the great Day of final 
« Account, his Foy may be increaſed, and is Crown 
„ brightened, by Numbers before unknown to each 
© other, and to him! But if ug Petition be too great to 
e be granted to one, who pretends no Claim, but Thy So- 
*« vereign Grace, to hope for being favoured with the 
e leaſt, give him to be in Thine Almighty Hand the 
&* bleſſed Inſtrument of Converting and Saving one Soul: 
*« And if it be but one, and that the weakeſt and meaneſt 
* of thoſe who are capable of receiving this A ddreſs, it 
4 ſhall be moſt thankfully accepted as a rich Recom- 
«« pence for all the Thought and Labour it may coſt 3 
© and tho' it ſhould be amidſt a Thouſand Diſappoint- 
* ments with Reſpect to others, yet it ſhall be the Sub- 
« ject of immortal Songs of Praiſe to Thee, Oh Bleſſed 
God, for and by every Soul, whom, thro' the Blood 
« of. Feſus and the Grace of Thy Spirit, Thou haſt ſav- 
ed; and everlaſting Honours ſhall be aſcribed to the 
Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, by the in- 
ce numerable Company of Angels, and by the General A 
$6 ſemby and Church of the Firſi-born in Heaven. 
Amen.“ 7 


„ - 


Many are Careleſs Sinners, Ch. 2, 


The Careleſs Sinner awakened. 


It is too ſuppoſable a Caſe, that this Treatiſe may come 
into ſuch Hands: F. 1, 2. Since many, not groſsly vi- 
cious, fall under that Character. F. 3, 4. A more par- 

* ticular Nluftration of this Caſe, ævitb an Appeal to the 
Reader avhether it be not his gan. F. 5, 6. Expoſtu- 
lation with fuch; F. 7,—9. more particularly, (1.) 
From acknowledged Principles, relating ta the Nature 
% G OD, his univerſal Preſence, Agency, and Perfec- 

* * tions. 5. 10,—12. (2.) From a View of Perſaral Ob- 

[ipations to him. F. 13. (3.) From the Danger of this 

Neglect, when conſidered in its Aſpect on a Future State. 

F. 14. An Appeal to the Conſcience, as already con- 

winced. 5. 1 Tranſition to the Subject & the next 

Chapter. F. 16. The Meditation of a Sinner, wwho 

having been long thoughtleſs begins to be awvakened. 


. 8 HAME FULL V and fatally as Religion 1s 
neglected in the World, yet bleſſed be Gop it 
has ſome ſincere Diſciples; Children of Wiſdom, by 
whom, even in this fooliſh and degenerate Age, it 1 ju/- 
tified (a) ; who having, by Divine Grace been brought to 
the Knowledge of G OD in Chriſt, have faithfully devot- 
ed their Hearts to him, and by a natural Conſequence are 
devoting their Lives to his Service. Could I be ſure this 
Treatiſe would fall into no Hands but theirs, my Work 
would be ſhorter, eaſier, and pleaſanter. 
+ F. 2. BuT among the Thouſands that neglect Reli- 
gion, it is more than poſſible, {that ſome of my Readers 


may be included: And I am ſo deeply affected with their 


unhappy Caſe, that the Temper of my Heart, as well as 


| the proper Method of my SubjeR, leads me in the firſt 
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ch. 2. who are not groſsly vicious. 13 


lace to addreſs myſelf to ach; to apply to every one 
pf them; and therefore to yu, O Reader, whoever you 
2 who may come under the Denomination of à care- 
/ Sinner. | 

F. 3. BR not, I beſeech you, angry at the Name. 


* 
* 
o 


The Phyſicians of Souls muſt ſpeak plainly, or they may 
murther thoſe whom they ſhould cure. I would make 
no harſh and unreaſonable Suppoſition. I would charge 
you with nothing more, than is abſolutely neceſſary to 
convince you, that hon are the Perſon to whom J ſpeak. 
I will not, therefore, imagine you, to be a prophane and 
abandoned Profligate, I will not ſuppoſe, that you al- 
low yourſelf to blaſpheme God, to diſhonour his Name 
by cuſtomary Swearing, or groſsly to violate his Sabbath, 
or commonly to neglect the Solemnities of his publick 
# Worſhip: I will not imagine, that you have injured 
* your Neighbours, in their Lives, their Chaſtity, or their 
Poſſeſſions, either by Violence, or by Fraud; or that you 
have ſcandalouſly debaſed the Rational Nature of Man, 


2 
* 


a 


„ 


- 


ory 
„ * 


— 


by that vile Intemperance, which transforms us into the 


» 


— 


* 


worſt Kind of Brutes, or ſomething beneath them. 

F. 4. In Oppoſition to all this, I will ſuppoſe, that 
vou believe the Exiſtence and Providence of Gop, and 
1 the Truth of Chriſtianity, as a Revelation from Him: 


Of which, if you have any Doubt, I muſt deſire, that 


vou would immediately ſeek your Satis faction elſewhere“. 
I ſay, Immediately : Becauſe not to believe it, is in Ef- 
feet to diſbelieve it; and will make your Ruin equally 
certain, tho' perhaps it may leave it leſs aggravated, 
than if Contempt and Oppoſition had been added to Suſ- 
Picion and Negſect. But ſuppoſing you to be a nominal 
Chriſtian, and not a Deiſt, or a Sceptick ; I will alſo ſup- 
pole your Conduct among Men to be not only blameleſs, 
but amiable; and that they, who know you moſt inti- 
mately, muſt acknowledge, that you are juſt and ſober, 
humane and courteous, compaſſionate. and liberal: Vet, 

$4 / 4; B 5 with 
ITN GE 2 3 
by 1 In ſuch a Caſe, I beg Leaye to refer the Reader to my gore 
* - Sermons bn the Evidence of Chriſftianitz ; the laſt of the Ten en the 
* Puxver and Grace of Cbriſt; in which he may ſce the hitherto un- 
ſhaken Foundations of my en Faith, ia £.cit, and, I hope, a 


14 An Appeal to the Reader, Ch, 2. "7 


with all this, you may /ack tlat one Thing (b), on which 8 
your Eternal Happineſs depends. - 
$. 5. I BEsEECH you, Reader, whoever you are, that i 
you would now look ſeriouſly into your own Heart, and 8 
aſk it this one plain Queſtion, Am I truly religious? I; BRED 
the Love of Gop the governing Principle of my Life ? 
Do I walk under a Senſe of his Preſence? Do I conver's KR 
with him from Day to Day, in the Exerciſe of Prayer RR 
and Praiſe? And am I, on the Whole, making his Ser- Ir 
vice my Buſineſs and my Delight, regarding him as my 4 
Maſter and my Father? : 
$. 6. Ir is my preſent Buſineſs, only to addreſs my- 8 
ſelf to the Perſon, whoſe Conſcience anſwers in the Ne- 
gative. And I would addreſs with equal Plainneſs, and 
equal Freedom, to High and Low, to Rich and Poor: 
To you, who (as the Scripture with a dreadful Proprietx 
expreſſes it) live without GOD in the World (c); and 
while, in Words and-Forms, you own GO D, deny hem 
in your Actions (d), and behave yourſelves in the main, a 
few external Ceremonies only excepted,) juſt as you 
would do, if you believed, and were ſure, there avas' 13 
GOD. Unhappy Creature, whoever you are! your 
own Heart condemns you immediately; and how much 
more that GOD, a ig greater than your Heart, aud 
tnoweth all Things (e). He is in Secret (f), as well as in 
Publick ; and Words cannot expreſs the Delight, with 2% 
Which his Children converſe with him alone: But in Le- Fo. Fi 
eret you actuoævledge him not; you neither pray to him, 
nor praiſe him, in your Retirements. Accounts, Cor- 
rxeſpondencies, Studies may often bring you into your Clo- 
ſet; but if nothing but Devotion were to be tranſacted 
there, it would be to you quite an unfrequented Place. 
And thus you go on from Day to Day, in a continual 
Forgetfulneſs of Gor ; and are as thoughtleſs about Re- 
ligion, as if you had long fince demonſtrated it to your- 
ſelf, that it was a mere Dream. If, indeed, you are ſick, 
vou will perhaps cry to Gop for Health; in any extreme 
Danger, you will lift up your Eyes and Voice for Deli- 
verance: But as for the Pardon of Sin, and the other 
ill  Bleſlings of the Goſpel, you are not at all inwardly ſoli- 
fl | .citous 


(b) Mark x. 21. (e) Eph, ij. 12, (d) Tit, i. 16, 
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Ch. 2. whether he be not Careleſs. T5 


Wcitous about them; tho? you profeſs to believe, that = 


your Thoughts, and all your Hours, are divided between 
the Buſineſs and the Amuſements of Life: And if, now 


” 


and then, an awful Providence, or a ſerious Sermon or 


TT 
77 


Book, awakens you, it is but a few Days, or it may be 


Za few Hours, and you are the ſame careleſs Creature you 


Sever were before. On the whole, you act, as if you 


were reſolved to put it to the Venture, and at your own 
Exxence to make the Experiment, whether the Conſe- 


quences of neglecting Religion be indeed as terrible, as 


we 


- 
. 


lde Earth (h). 
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its Miniſters and F riends have repreſented. Their Re- 


monſtrances do indeed ſometimes force themſelves upon 
I os. as (conſidering the Age and Country in which you 


live, ) it is hardly poſſible entirely to avoid them; but you 
have, it may be, found out the Art of Jaiab's People; 
Hearing to hear, and not under ſſand; and ſeeing to Yee, 


! are cloſed, and your Ears heavy (g). Under the very Or- 
dinances of Worſhip, your Thoughts are at the Ends of 
Every Amuſement of the Imagination is 
T welcome, if it may but lead away your Mind from ſo in- 
# 1ipid, and fo diſagreeable a Subject, as Religion. 
2 probably the very laſt Time you were in a worſhipping 


Aſſembly, you managed, juſt as you would have done, if 
you had thought Gop knew nothing of your Behaviour; 


or as if you did not think it worth one ſingle Care, whe- 
ther He were pleaſed or diſpleaſed with it. 


Belief of God, and Providence, and Scripture ! That Re- 
Hour's ſerious Conſideration and Reflection, What 
« GOD and Chriſt are; and what you yourſelves are, 
and what you muſt hereafter be?“ Where then are all 
rather, how are they ſtupified and benumbed ? 

which I'ſpeak are ſo evident, from the Principles which 


or an Idiot to reaſon upon them. And yet they are neg+ 


2) Iſai, Vi, c 


h Prov, xvii 


10 


And 


ligion is not worth a J. hought ! That it is not worth one 


$. 8. Tun Certainty and Importance of the Things of 


; and not perceive: Your Heart is waxed groſs, your Eyes 


„ F- 7. Aras! Is it then come to this, with all your _» 


your Rational Faculties? How are they employed? Or 4 


you yourſelves grant, that one might almoſt ſet a Child 


lected by thoſe, Who are grown up to deen 


16 Expylulation with the Careleſs, Ch. 2. 


and perhaps ſome of them to ſuch Refinement of Under- 
ſtanding, that they would think themſelves greatly injur- 


ed, if they were not to be reckoned among the Politer, 


and the more Learned Part of Mankind. 
$. 9. Bur it is not your Neglect, Sirs, that can deſtroy 


the Being or Importance of ſuch Things as theſe. It 
may indeed deſtroy you, but it cannot in the, leaſt affect 
them. Permit me therefore, having been myſelf awa- 
kened, to come to each of you, and tay, as the Mariners 


did to Forah, while aſleep in the midit of a much leſs 
dangerous Storm, hat meaneſft thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe, 


and call uten thy GOD (i). Do you doubt as to the 
Reaſonableneſs, or Neceflity, of doing it? I aui demand, 25 


and anſwer me (k) Anſuer me to your own Conſci— 


ence, as one that muſt, ere long, render another Kind of 


Account. 
$. 10. You own, that Here is a GOD: And well 
you may: For you cannot open your Eyes, but you mutt 
ſee the evident Proofs of his Being, his Preſence, and his 
Agency. Lou behold him around you in every Object. 
| You feel him within you, if J may ſo ſpeak, in every 
Vein, and in every Nerve. You ſee, and you feel, not 
only that He haths formed you with an exquifite Wiſ⸗ 
dom, which no mortal Man could ever fully explain or 
comprehend ; but that He is continually near you, where- 
ever you are, and however you are employed, by Day, 
or by Night; in Him you live; and move, and have 
your Being (). Common Senſe will tell you, that it is 
wot your own Wiſdom, and Power, and Attention, that 
cauſes your Heart to beat, and your Blood to circulate ; 
that draws in, and ſends out that Breath of Life, that 
precarious Breath of a moſt uncertain Liſe, that is in your 
oftrils (m). - Theſe Things are done when you ſleep, as 
well as in thoſe waking Moments, when you think not 
of the Circulation of the Blood, or of the Neceſhty of 


Rreathing, nor ſo much as recolle& that you have a Heart 


und Lungs. Now what is this, but the Hand of Gop, 


per etually ſopporting and attuating thoſe curious Ma- W 


Chints that He has made? . | 
1 : 8 » 9. 11. 
(3) Jon. i. 6. (f) Job ii. 3. ()) Ads ü, 28. 


tm) Lei, ii. 22. 
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N Proviſion made for Man ard Beaſi; the Graſs, the 


| Grain, the Variety of Fruits, and Herbs, and Flowers; 
every Thing that nouriſhes us, every 1 hing that delights 
us; and ſay, whether it do not ſpeak p'ainly and. loudly, 


7 Th. 2. fromthe Care and Preſence of GOD: 17 


Von look all around you, 


72 


$. 11. Non is this His Care limited to you; but, if » 
far as your Views can reach, 


you ſee it extending itſelf cn every Side: And Oh how 


moch farther than you can trace it! Refiect on the Light 
and Heat, which the Sun every where diſpenſes; on the 
Air, which ſurrounds all our Globe, on the right Tem- 
perature of which the Life of the whole Human Race 
& cepends, ard that of all the inferior Creatures which 


1 


dwell on the Earth. Think of the ſuitable and plentiful 


that our Almighty Maker is near, ard that he 1s careful 
of us, and kind to us. And while all theſe Things pro- 
claim His Goodneſs, do they not alſo proclaim His Powe» 
er? For what Power is any thing comparable to that, 
which furniſhes out theſe Gifts of Royal Bounty; and 
which, unwearied and unchanged, produces continually, 
from Day to Day, and from Age to Age, ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing and magnificent Effects over the Face of the whole 
Earth, and thro' all the Regions of Heaven ? mY 
F. 12. IT is then evident, that GOD 7s preſent, pre- 
ſent with you at this Moment; even G O D your Crea- 
tor and Preſerver, GOD the Creator and Preſerver of 
the whole vifible and inviſible World. And is he not 
preſent as a moſt obſervant and attentive Being ? He that 
formed the Eye, Gall not He ſee? He that planted the 
Zar, ſpall not He hear? He that teaches Man Know: 
ledge, that gives him his Rational Faculties, and pours in 
on his opening Mind all the Light it receives by them, 
Hall not He know (n)? He who ſees all the Neceſſities of 
his Creatures, ſo ſeaſonably to provide for them, ſhall 
He not ſce their Actions too; and ſceing, ſhall He not 
judge of them? as He given us a Senſe and Diſcern- 
ment of what is good ard evil, of what is true and falſe, 
of what is fair and deformed in Temper and Conduct; 
and has He himſelf no Diſcernment of theſe Things? 
Trifle not with your Conſcience, which tells you at once, 
that He judges of it, and approves or condemns, as it 
is decent or indecent, reaſonable or unreaſonable; nes 
that 


(n) Pal, xciv, 97 10, 


' 
vt 
10 | 


: 
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18 From Perſonal Obligations to Him; Ch, 2. y 5 


that the judgment which He paſſes, is of infinite Impor- 
tance to all his Creatures. 


$. 13. Ax p now, to apply all this to your own Caſe, : 5 


let me ſeriouſly aſk you, Is it a decent and reaſonable 


Thing, that this great and glorious Benefactor ſhould be 


neglected by his Rational Creatures? by thoſe, that are 
capable of attaining to ſome Knowledge of him, and 
preſenting to him ſome Homage? Is it decent and rea- 
ſonable, that He ſhould be forgotten and neglected by 
Jeu? Are you alone of all the Works of his Hands, for- 
gotten and neglected by Him? Oh Sinner, thoughtlets 
as you are, you cannot dare to ſay that, or even to think 
it. You nced not go back to the helpleſs Days of your 
Infancy and Childhood, to convince you of the contrary. 
You need not, in order to this, to recollect the remark- 
able Deliverances, which, perhaps, were wrought out 
for you many Years ago. The Repoſe of the laſt Night, 
the Refreſhment and Comfort you have received this 
Day; yea, the Mercies you are receiving this very Mo- 
ment, bear witneſs to him ; and yet you regard him not, 
Ungrateful Creature that you are! Could you have treat- 


ed any Human Benefactor thus? Could you have borne 


to neg ect a kind Parent, or any generous Friend, that 
had but for a few Months acted the Part of a Parent to 


you? to have taken no Notice of him, while in his Pre- 


ſence; to have returned him no Thanks; to have had 


no Contrivances to make ſome little Acknowledgment ' 
for all his Goodneſs? Human Nature, bad as it is, is not 


fallen ſo low. Nay, the Brutal Nature is not fo low as 
this. Surely every Domeſtick Animal around you muſt 
ſhame ſuch Ingratitude. If you do but for a few Days 
take a little kind Notice of a Dog, and feed him with 


the Refuſe of your Table; he will wait uron you, and 


love to be near you ; he will be eager to follow you. from 


j Place to Place, or when, after a httle Abſence, you 
return Home, will try by a thouſand fond tranſported 
ll Motions, to tell you how much he rejoices to ſee you 


again. Nay, Brutes, far leſs ſagacious and apprehen- 
five, have ſome Senſe of our Kindneſs, and expreſs it af- 
ter their Way: As the bleſſed Gon condeſcends to ob- 
ſerve, in this very View in which I mention it, The dull 
Ox: knows his Owner, and the ſtupid 4/5 his Maſter's 


Crib 
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Nen. 2. and from the View of a future State, 19 


BF Crib (o): What lamentable Degeneracy therefore is it, 
chat you do not know, that you, who have been numbered 
among Gop's profeſſing People, do not, and will not con- 
aer your numberleſs Obligations to him! : 

6. 14. SURELY, if you have any Ingenuity of Tem- 
per, you muſt be aſhamed and grieved in the Review: 
hut if you have not, give me leave farther to expoſtulate 


different Light. 
© you are acting a Part like ths? Do you not in your Con- 
ſcience believe, there will be a future Judgment? Do 
you not believe, there is an inviſible and eternal World? 
As profeſſed Chriſtians, we all believe it; for it is no 
controverted Point, but diſplayed in Sèripture with fo 
clear an Evidence, that, ſubtile and ingenious as Men are 
in Error, they have not yet found out a Way to evade 
it. And believing this, do you not ſee, that while 

| 175 you are thus wandering from Gop, Defiration and 
XX Mifery are in your Ways (p)? Will this Indolence, and 
Negligence of Temper, be any Security to you? Will 
it guard you from Death? Will it excuſe you from 
Judgment? You might much more reaſonably expect, 
that ſhutting your Eyes would be a Defence againſt the 
Rage of adevouring Lion; or that looking another Way 
23} ſhould ſecure your Body from being pierced by a Bullet or 
a Sword. When God ſpeaks of the extravagant Folly 
of ſome thoughtleſs Creatures, who would hearken to no 
Admonition now, he adds, in a very awful Manner: 
I. the latter Day they foall conſider it perfectiy (q). And 
is not this applicable to you? Muſt you not, ſooner or 
later, be brought to think of theſe Things, whether you 
will or no? And, in the mean time, do you not certainly 
know, that timely and ſerious Reflection upon them 
is, thro' Divine Grace, the only Way to prevent your 
Ruin ? Bet 
F. 15. Yes, Sinner, I need not multiply Words on 
A Subject like this. Your Conſcience is already inwardly 
convinced, tho' your Pride may be unwilling to own it. 
And, to prove it, let me aſk you one Queltion more: 
Would you, upon any Terms and Conſiderations what- 
ever, come to à Reſolution, abſolutely to diſmiſs all = 
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Oh my Soul! Thou ar 


20 The Meditation of a Sinner, 


ther Thought of Religion, ard all Care about it, from 

this Day and Hour, and to abide by the Conſequences 
of that Neglect? | believe; hardly any Man living wou 

be bold enough to determine upon this. I believe, molt 


of my Readers would be ready to tremble at the Thought | 
of it. 


{s) 2 Cor, v. 1 Ali 


$. 16. Bur if it be neceſſary to take theſe Things in- 


to Conſideration at all, it is neceſſary to do it quickly; 
for Life itſelf is not ſo very long, nor ſo certain, that a 
wiſe Man ſliould riſque much upon its Continuance. And 
I hope to convince you, when | have another Hearing, 
that it is neceſſary to do it 7mmediately; and that next to 
the Madneſs of reſolving, Tou will not think of Religion 
at all, is that of ſaying, You avill think of it hereafter. 
In the mean Time, pauſe on the Hints which have been 
already given, and they will prepare you to receive what 


to be added on that Head. 


The MepiraTION> of a.Sinner, avho avas once thought- 


. teſs, but begins to be awakened. 


WAK E, Oh my forgetful Soul, awake from 


e theſe wandering Dreams. Turn thee from 


' this Chace of Vanity, and for a little while be per- 


ſuaded, by all theſe Conſiderations, to lo foratard, 
and to /ook upward, at leaſt for a few Moments. Suf- 
ficient are the Hours, and Days, given to the Labours 
and Amuſements of Life. Grudge not a ſhort Al- 


lotment of Minutes, to view thyſelf, and thine own 


more immediate Concerns ; to reflect, who, and what 
thou art; how it comes to paſs, that thou art here, 
and what thou muſt quickly be! | 

* IT is indeed, as thoy haſt now ſeen it repreſented. 
Creature of GOD; form- 
ed and furniſhed by Him, and lodged in a Body, which 
He provided, and- which He ſupports; a Body, in 
which He intended thee only a tranſitory Abode, Oh, 
think how ſoon this Tabernacle muſt be diſſalued (r], 
and thou muit return to GOD (s). And ſhall He, 
the One, Infinite, Eternal, Ever-blefſed, and Evex- 
glorious Being, ſhall He be laßt of all regarded by 
4 4 69 | | 20 the r 


Ch. 2. 
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* who begins to be awakened, 


* 4 | thee? Wilt thou live and die with this Character, /ay- 


ing, by every Action of every Day, ante G OD, De- 
part from me, for I defire not the Knowledge of Thy 
IWays (t)? The Morning, the Day, the Evening, the 
Naht, every Period of Time, h-s its Excuſes for this 
Neglect. But, Oh my Soul, what will theſe Excuſes 
appear, when examined by His penetratirg Eye! They 
may delude me; but they cannot #mpo/e ufon Him. 

« On Thou injured, negledted, provoked Benefactor! 
When I think, but for a Moment or two, of all Thy 
Greatneſs, and of all Thy Goodneſs, I am aſtoniſhed 


* 
3 


o 
— 
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at this Inſenſibility, which hath. prevailed in mire 


„Heart, and even ſtill prevails. I %%, and am con- 
4 founded, to lift up my Face before Thee (u). On tne 
# moſt tranſient Review, I ſee, that I have played the 
Fool, that I hawe erred exceedingly (x). And yet 
this ſtupid Heart of mine would make its having neg- 
lected Thee ſo long, a Reaſon for going on to negle& 
Thee. I own, it might juſtly be expected, that, with 
Regard to 'Thee, every one of Thy Rational Creatures 
ſhould be all Duty and Love: That each Heart ſhould 
be full of a Senſe of Thy Preſence; and that a Care 
to pleaſe Thee ſhould ſwallow up every other Care. 
Yet Thou haſt not been in all my Thoughts (y) ; and 
Religion, the End and Glory of my Nature, has been 
ſo ſtrangely overlooked, that I have hardly ever ſeri- 
ouſly aſked my own Heart, what it is.— I know, if 


Matters reſt here, I periſh. And yet, I feel in my 


Thoughts; 
them, yet to lay them aſide for the preſent. My Mind 
is perplexed and divided; but I am ſore, Thou, who 
= © madeſt me, knoweſt what is beſt for me. 


F< perverſe Nature, a ſecret Indiſpoſition to purſue theſe 
a Proneneſs, if not entirely to diſmiſs 


| J therefore 
beſeech Thee, that Thou wilt, for Thy Names ſake, 
lead me and guide me (2). Let me not delay, till it is 
*« for ever too late. 
Burning (a). Oh break this fatal Enchantment, chat 
holds down my Affection to Objects, which my Judg- 
** ment comparatively deſpiſes! And let me, at length, | 
come into ſo happy a State of Mind, that 1 may 
edn 307 not 
(x) 1 Sam. xvi A. oe 


(t) Job xxi. 24. (v) Ear. ix, 6, 


Pluck me, as a Brand, out of the 


2 22 The Meditation of an awakened Sinner, Ch, i 
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vot be afraid to think of Thee, and of myſelf; n 
may not be tempted to wiſh, that Thou hadſt nc 
made me, or that Thou couldR for ever forget me; 
that it may not be my beſt Hope, to periſh like ti 
Brutes. 7 
« Ir what I fhall farther read here, be agreeable 1128 
Truth and Reaſon ; if it be calculated to promote ny 
Happineſs, and is to be regarded as an Intimation 
Thy Will and Pleaſure to me; Oh Goo, let me. 
hear and obey ! Let the Words of Thy Servant, whe: 
pleading Thy Cauſe, be lie Goad's to pierce into my 
Mind; and let me rather feel, and ſmart, than die 
Let them be as Nails faſtened in a ſure Place (d. 
That, whatever Myſteries as yet unknown, or what.“ 
ever Difficulties there be in Religion, if it be necell:- 
ry, I may not finally neglect it; and that if it be cx. 

tent to attend immediately to it, I may no longer 
delay that Attendance! And, Oh let Thy Grace teach 
me the Leſſon, I am ſo low to learn; and conquer 
that ſtrong Oppoſition, which I feel in my Heart, 
againſt the very Thought of it! Hear theſe broken 
Cries, for the Sake of Thy Son, who has taught and 
ſaved many a Creature as untractable as J, and can 
out of Stones raiſe up Children to Abraham (c)! 
Amen.“ 


(b) Ecel. xii, 11. (e) Mat, ui, 3. 
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Ch. . 3. The Sinner cautioned againſt Delay, 23* 
elf ; au 
1adſt n 
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like t 
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ation d CH AC: 
let me 
„ When 
into my? 
an die! 
ce (d 
r Wlat. Poners, when awakened, inclfrable to diſmiſs Conwicti- 
nece i. on. for the preſent. F. t. An immediate Regard to 
be cx EX Religion urged, 5. 2. (I.) From the Excellency and 
longer Pleaſure of the Thing itſelf. F. 3. (z.) From the Un- 
e teach == certainty of that fre Time on which Sinners preſume, 


The Awakened Sinner urged to immediate 
Conſideration, and cautioned againit Delay. 


onquet compared with the ſad Conſequences of being cut off m » 
Heart, Sin. F. 4. (3.) From the Immutability of GOD's pre- 
broken Int Demands. F. 5. (4.) From the Tendency, avbich 
ht arid Delay has, to make a Compliance <with theſe Demands 

ad can more difficult than it is at preſent. d. 6. (5.) From the 


m (Cc)! Danger of GO D's withdrawing his Spirit, compared 

„with the dreadful Caſe of a June given up by it: 

F. 7. Which probably is now the Caſe of many. J. 8. 

| + Since therefore, on the whole, ewhatever the Event be, 

Delay muſt prove Matter of Lamentation, 9. 9. The 
Xx Chapter concludes with an Exhortation againſt nield- | 

x ing to them: F. 10. And à Prayer againſt Temptati- 

7 ons of that Kind, 


6. . I HOPE my laſt Addreſs ſo far awakened the 
bs Convictions of my Reader, as to bring him to 
this Purpoſe, ** That ſome Time or other he would at- 
** tend to Religious Conſiderations.” But give me Leave 
to aſk earneſtly and punctually, When that ſhall be“ 

Go thy Way for this Time, and at a more convenient Seg- 

Jon ill ſend for thee, was the Language, and the 

Ruin, of unhappy Felix (a), when he trembled under the 
Realgnings, ard Expoſtulations of the Apoſtle. The 
. Tempter 


—— 


24. by 6 Regard to Religion urged, Ch. 3 


Tempter preſumed not to urge, That he ſhauld give vil 
all Thoughts of Repentance and Reformation; but oni 1 
that, conſidering the preſent Hurry of his Affairs, (as ro . N 
Doubt they were many, ) he ſhould defer it to a lono« Wi: 11 
Pay. The Artifice ſucceeced, and Felix was undone. == . 

| $. 2. W1LL you, Reader, diſmiſs me thus ? For your 

| own fake, and out of tender Compaſſion to your pe ine.” 
| | wg immortal Soul, I would not willingly take up with 


Dur 

; Dei 

Il ſuch a Diſmiſſion, And Excuſe. No, not tho' yo 1 ſhould s 

Ae fix a Time; tho' you ſhould determine on the next Ter, A 
1 or Month, or Neeb, or Day. I would turn ug on you, 5 b 


1 ; with all the Eagerneſs and Tenderneſs of f endly Ia $ 
VI" portunity, and intreat you to bring the Matter to a 


. 
> OJ. 


IE - Iſſue ever wow. For if you ſay, 1 will tuink on these 
1 [| * Things 70. marrow,” I fhall have little Hape; and ſhi 1 
BN conclude, That all that I have hitherto urged, and 2! 8 


that you have read, hath been offered and viewed in} IJ =. 
vain. "» 
$. 3+ WHEN * invited you to the Care and Fache 0 
. of Religion, it may ſeem ſtrange, that it ſhould be ne- 


s ceſſary for me, affectionately to plead the Caſe with you, | id Nv 
in order to your immediate Regard and: Fete | 
What Jam inviting you to, is ſo noble an xcellent in fi Þ 
-1tlelf, ſo well worthy the Dignity of our Rational Na- 7 

© 


£ 


\th ture, ſo ſuitable to it, ſo manly, and ſo wiſe, "that one 

| would imagine, you ſhould take Fire, as it were, at whe A «7 
j firſt Hearing of it; yea, that ſo delightful a View ſhould i * 
rf preſently poſſeſs your hole Soul with a Kind of Indig: 48 
nation againk yourſelf, that you purſued it no ſooper. - 
% May 1 lift up mine Eyes, and my Soul, to Gov ; . 
13 Nie I devote myſelf to Him ? May I ever nose com- 
« mence a Friendſhip x with Him? A Friendſhip, which 

«« ſhall Jaſt for ever, the Security, the Delight, the 

"66 Glory of this immortal Nature of mine ?” And ſhall 

I draw back, and ſay, Nevertheleſs let me not com- 

"© mence this Friendſhip too ſoon: Let me live at leaſt 

%a few Weeks, or a few Days longer, without G O D 

in the World?" Surely it would be much more rea- 
ſonable to turn inward, and ſay, © Oh my Soul, on 

„% what vile Huſts ball thou been Seeding, while thine 

% Heavenly Father has been ' forſaken” 9284 injured? 


* 95 279 I der to multiply the Days of 2 20 Poverty, 


Ch. 2 | | | _ ? 
= . 3. Vĩon the Uncertain!y of Life. 259 

3 1 any Scandal, end my Miſery?“ On this Principle, 

„ (as 11 ely, an immediate Return to Gop ſhould in all Rea- 

lone be choſen ; rather than to play the Fool any longer, 

Jone bd to go on a little more to diſpleaſe Gop, and there- 

or your ly to ſtarve and to wound your own Soul ; even tho' 

pe ih or Continuance in Liſe were ever ſo certain, and 

5 with Pur Capacity to return to Gop and your Duty ever 


: ſhow entirely in your own Power, now, and in every future 
Fan Moment, thro' Scores of Years yet to come. 

on you, $. 4. BuT who, or what are You, that you ſhould 
ly 1 y your Account for Years, or for Months to come? 


to :: 4. is your Life? Is it not even as a Yapour, that ung 
n th. Rar cth for a little Time, and then vaniſbeth arvay (b) v3 
id (0.1 nd what is your Security, or what is your peculiar = 


1177 ! . . 
and a 2 arrant, that you ſhouid thus depend upon the Cer- 


: 
wed in 


1 


— 


Minty of its Continuance? and that ſo abſolutely, as to "= 
enture, as it were, to pawn your Soul upon it? Why, 
raft ice os will perhaps ſay, „I am young, and in all my 
_ 1 * x ; 
be no. Bloom and Vigour: I ſee Hundreds about me, who 


h you, de more than double my Age; and not a few of 
liance. them, who ſeem to think it too ſoon to attend to Re- 
lent in ligion yet.“ —You view the Living, and you talk thus. 
41 Na. 7 4 Pat [ beſeech you, think of the Dead, Return in your' 
at one houghts, to thoſe Graves, in which you have left ſome 
at the 4 your young Companions, and your Friends. You 
ſou aw them awhile ago gay and active; warm with Life, 
Indig- wo ind Hopes, and Schemes. And ſome of them would 
ooper. a ave thought a Friend ſtran importunate, that ſhould 
Job; ee interrupted them in their Buſineſs, and their Plea- 
"01A * Lures, with a ſolemn Lecture bf Death and Eternity. Vet 
„nich hey / were then on the very Borders of both. You have 
„the Mf ſince ſeen their Corpſes, or at leaſt their Coffins; and 


probably carried about with you the Badges of Mou 
ing, which you received at their Funerals. Thoſe one 
vigorous, and perhaps beautiful Bodies of theirs, now lies 
mouldering in the Duſt ; as ſenſeleſs, and helpleſs, as the 
moſt decrepid Pieces of Human Nature which, Fourſcore 
Years ever brought down to it. And, what is infinitely 


| ſhall 
com- 
leaſt 
OD 
rea- 


. more to be regarded, their Souls, whether prepared for 
ed? this great Change, or thoughtleſs of it, have made their 


01 


Appearance before Gov, and are at this Moment, hs 


— 


* _ 756 ee Cake of dying unprepar'd, Ch. 


bes. not almoſt diglracted with the Thoughts of the Un- © 


your Deſires and Purſuits ; and be fixed in a State, which WM 
* could never be ſo far perſuad d to think of as to Mere 
hay 


be fatal: Nor is there any Thing you can expect in ſuch 


hat a hazardous Experiment they make, when they act 
> as you are acting. 


5 Riſque ? For chat imaginable Purpoſe can you do it? 


18 mecefſary, or more caſy, by your Delay? You know, that 
it will not. You know; that whatever the Bleſſed: Gop 
demands now, he will alſo demand Twenty or Thirty 
$} Years hence, if you ſhould live to ſee the Time. Gop. 

hath fixed the Methed, in which he will pardon and ac- , 
© cept. Sinners, in Hias Goſpel. And will He ever alter 
that Method? Or if He will not, can Men alter it? 


ed either in Heaven, er in Hell, Now let me ſeriouly 
aſk you, Would it be miraculous, or would it be ſtran:: 
if ſuch an Event ſhould befall you? How are you fu dien 
that ſome fatal Diſeaſe ſhall not this Day begin to wor! 
in your Veins? How are you ſure, that you ſhall cv en 
be capable of reading or thinking any more, if you of 
not attend to what you now read, and purſue th! „ 
Thought Which is now offering itſelf to your Mina 
This ſudden Alteration may at leaſt poſſibly happen f 15 
and if it does, it will be to you a terrible one indeed. 1 


be thus ſurprized into the Preſence of a forgotten Gov ; Ws <0 
to be torn away, at once, from a World, to which} 2 A1 
your whole Heart and Soul has been rivetted ; a World, | De 


which has engroſſed all your Thoughts and Cares, all 52 Y 


d. ſo: much as one Hour in ſerious Preparation for 
How mult youteven ſhudder at the Apprehenſion, of 3 f 
4 -and with what Horror muſt it fill you? It ſeems e 
Matter of Wonder, that, in {ach Circumſtances, you WY 


inty of Life, and are not even ready to die for Fear 
Meath. To trifle with Gop any longer, after ſo 
© Folemn an Admonition as this, would be a Circumſtznce 
of additional Provocation, which, after all the reſt, might 


2 Caſe, but that He ſhould cut you of immediately, 
and teach other Thoughtleſs Creatures, by your Ruin, 


AND, will you, after ali, run this deſperate 


Do you think, the Buſineſs, of Religion will become /e/5 


1-7-8389 £4 | 


-You like not to think of repenting, and humbling your- 
ſelf before Govz e receive Righteouſneſs and Life from 


* 


* | * * 
Ch. 3 0 3. Delay will make the Work more difficult, 27 


eriou! ee Grace in Chriſt; and you above all diſlike the 
tran: ght, of returning to Gop in the Ways of Holy 
21 ce Mience. But will Heever diſpenſe with any of theſe, 


— 


al ever dn to impenitent, unbelieving Sinners, if they will 
you (ola! themſelves Chriſtians, and ſubmit to a few ex- 
ie the Rites ? How long, do-you think, you might wait 
Mird Much a. Change in the Conſtitution of Things? You 
ppen ;, Death will come upon you; and you cannot but 
. Tov in your own Conſcience, that a general Diſſolution 
Goy ; come upon the World, long before G0 D can thus 
Which im/elf, and contradict all his Perfections, and all 
V ori, Declarations. : 

es, all 6. Or if his Demands continue the ſame, as they 
which edly will, do you think, any Thing, which is now 


as to reeable to you in them, will be leſs diſagreeab! 
on 6 after, than it is at preſent? Shall you love Sin 
10n, of = nit is become more habitual to you, and: when Con- 


ſeems ce is yet more enfeebled and debauched ? If you are 

„ you Wins 517th the Footmen and fainting, {hall you be able 

e Un- tend with the Horſemen (c)? Surely you cannot 
Fear Hine it. You would not ſay, in any Diftemper whien 
ter ſo tened your Life, I will ſtay till I grow a lire 
ſtence , and then I will apply to a Phyfician : I will let 
night Py Diſcaſe get a litile more Rooting in my Vitals, and 

ſuch en I will try what can be done to remove it.“ No, 

:tely, only where the Life of the Soul is concerned, that 

Ruin, fbink thus wildly: The Life and Health of the 


appear too precious, to be thus trifled away. ; 

7. Ir after ſuch deſperate Experiments you are ever 
eered, it muſt be by-an Operation of Divine Grace 
Pour Soul, yet more powerful and more wonderful, 


y act 


erate 
it? 


22 Froportion to the increaſing Inveteraey of your Spiri- 
that RA Maladies. And can you expect, that the Holy Spirit 


Gov id be more ready to affft you, in Conſequence of your 
hirty ing ſo ſhamefully trifled with him, and affronted 
Jop He is now, in ſome Meaſure, moving on your | 


} ac- , 
alter 
it? 
Our - 


Tead, it is a Sign you are not yet pttcr 5 
who: can tell, whether rheſe are n6t the Taff Touther" 

fill ever give, to a Heart ſo long hardened againſt 
PRA NT * on 


art: If you feel any ſecret Relentings in it upon what 


any Thing more terrible? Yes Sinner, I will tell you & 


gregations, where the Word of Gov has been faithfu!'!} 


who they are. 


— TE 


28 You may be left to Hardneſs of Heart. Ch. * 


him? Who can tell, but Gop may this Day _ nl 
his Wrath, that you ſhall not enter into his Reſt (d 

have been telling you, that you may immediately dit] 
You own it poſſible, you may. And can you think | 


one Thing more dreadful than immediate Death and in: 
mediate Damnation. The Bleſſed Gop may ſay, 4 l i 
« for that wretched Creature, who has ſo long tri: 
with me, and provoked me, let him Hill live: 1 
him live in the Midſt of Proſperity and Plenty: La 
him live under the pureſt, and- moſt powerful Or:% 
nances of the Goſpel too; that he may abuſe them! 
to aggravate his Condemnation, and die under ſever 
** fold Guilt, and @ ſeverfo/d Curſe, I will not gin 
him the Grace to think of his Ways for one ſerioÞ 
Moment more; but he ſhall go on from bad to worfen 
"= filling up the Meaſure of his Iniquities, till Death an) 
«© Deſtruction ſeize him in an N Hour, and 
& Wrath come upon him to the utter moſt (e E 
„. 8. You think this an uncommon . but, [| 
1 it is much otherwiſe. I fear, there are few Cor Fr 


«c 


& 


preached, and where it has becn long deſpiſed, eſpecin 4 
by thoſe whom it had once awakened, in which the |: 

of Gov does not ſee a Number of ſach wretched Sous 4 
tho' it is impoſſible for us to pronounce upon the Cas | | 


$.9, I FRETEND not to ſay, how He will deal x: 4 T 


yon, Oh Reader; whether He will immediately cut yn c 


ef, or feal you up under final Hardneſs and Impenite ci 4 T 


of Heart; or whether His Grace may, at levgth, BW <« 
waken you, to conſider your Ways, and return to Him 4 40 
even when your Heart is grown yet more obdurate th 
it is at preſent: For to his Almighty Grace nothing" 1 


hard, not even to transform a Rock of Marble into «« 
Man and a Saint. But this I will confidently ſay, That T 


if you delay any longer, the Lime will come, when y0! 40 
will bitterly repent of that Delay; and either lament | 40 
before Goo in the Anguith of your Heart here, or cure 


your own Folly and Madneſs in Hell; yea, when ww © 
wil wiſh, that, dreadful as Hell is, you had rather falle 
' 7 , wif 


Ch. A 7 h. 3. 4 Prayer againſt being tempted io delay. 29 


ea, co it ſooner, than have lived in the Midſt of ſo many 


(6) 2 buſed Mercies, to render the Degree of your Puniſhment 
10 * 75 more inſupportable, and your Senſe of it more exqui- 


hin iely tormenting. 
. 10. 1 »o therefore earneſtly exhort you, in 1b 
e ane of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and by the Worth, and, 


apts; If I may ſo ſpeals, by the Blood of your immortal and 
„ trill erißßing Soul, that you delay not a Day, or an Hour 
„„ enger. Far from giving Sleep to pour Eyes, or Slumber 
: = I Eye lids (t), in the continued Neglect of this im- 
Hoa portant Concern, fake with you even now Words, and 
ten Faru unte the LORD Ig); and before you quit the Place 
ene chere you now are, fall upon your Knees in his Sacred 
ot ein Preſence, and pour out your Heart in ſuch Language, or 
(ri. at leaſt to ſome ſuch Purpoſe, as this. 


Paar for one, who is tempted to delay applying t9 


ath ar * FF 4 
i” Religion, tho" under ſome Convittion of its Import- 
* HM arc. | EN at 
but, it 
ut, _ | : ; 
ls i = H Thou Righteous and Holy Sovereign of Hea- 


1. „ven and Earth! Thou GDD, in whoſe Hand 
ny Breath is, and <whoſe are all my Ways (h)! I con- 


er 1 I. feſs, I have been far from g/orifhing Thee, or conduct- 
Sous. 13 myſelf according to the Intimations, or the De- 
e Cc. clarations of Thy Will. I have therefore Reaſon to 

9 adore Thy Forbearance and Goodneſs, that Thou 
al +... haſt not long ſince ſtopped my Breath, and cut me off 
cut ved. from the ghd of the Living. I adore Thy Patience, 
cc chat have not Months and Years ago, been an Inha- 
tn. hi. bitant of Hell; where Jen Thouſand delay ing Sin- 
> Hin. ners are now lamenting their Folly, and will be la- 


menting it for ever. But, O God, how poſſible is 
it, that this trifling Heart of mine may, at length, 
betray me into the ſame Ruin! and then, alas, into a 
Ruin aggravated by all this Patience and Forbearance 
12 of Thine! I am convinced, that, ſooner or later, Re- 
97 ligion muſt be my ſerious Care, or I am undone. An- 
En of yet, my fooliſh Heart draws back from the. Yoke: a 

„ Vet 1 ſtreich my ſelf upon the Bed of Stoth, and er 
er al - for-a little more Sliep, a little more Slumber, 2 
inte TH Cc '* little 


ate tha 
thing! 1 
into 4 
55 That 
hen you 


ment | 
(a 
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20 A Prayer for one under Conviftions, Ch. 3. 
little more folding of the Hands to fleep (i). Thus does 


4 
bo * 
. 
6s 
F * 
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me from the Artifices and Deceitfulneſs of Sin: Save 


me from the Treachery of this perverſe and degene- 
rate Nature of mine, and fix upon my Mind what I 


have now been reading! 
*« © Lord, I am not now inſtructed in Truths, 


which were before quite unknowy. Often have I 


been warned of the Uncertainty of Life, and of the 


greater Uncertainty of the Day of Salvation: And 1 


have formed ſome light Purpoſes, and have begun to 
lake a few irreſolute Steps in my Way towards a Re- 
turn unto Thee. But, alas, I have been only, as it 


were, fluttering about Religion, and have never fixed 78 
* upon it. All my Reſolutions have been ſcattered, like 
Smoke, or diſperſed, like a cloudy Vapour before the 2 


Wind. Oh that Thou wculdſt now bring theſe 


wouldſt purſue me with them, even when J flee from 


them; if I ſhould ever grow mad enough to endea- 4 


# 
\ 


1 


N 


my corrupt Heart plead for its own Indulgence, a- 
gainſt the Convictions of my better Judgment. What 
ſhall I ſay? O Lob, /ave me from myſelf! Save 


. 


* 
% 
— 

* 
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* 
* 
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Things home to my Heart, with a more powerful | | 
_Convittion than it hath ever yet felt! Ch that Thou 


vour to e/cape them any more! May Thy Spirit ad- 


dreſs me, in the Language of effeQual Terror; and 
add all the moſt powerful Methods, Which Thon 
knowieſt to be neceſſary, to awaken me from this Le- 


thargy, which muſt otherwiſe be mortal! May the 
Sound of theſe Things be in mine Ears, when I go out, 
and when I come in, when 1 lie down, and when 1 
riſe up (k)! And if the Repoſe of the Night, and the 
Buſineſs of the Day, be for a while interrupted by the 
Impreſſion, be it ſo, O God l if I may but thereby 
carry on my Buſineſs with Thee to better Purpoſe, and 


at length ſecure a Repoſe in Thee, inſtead of all that 


Terror which I now find, when / hint upon GO D, 
and am troubled (l). „ 0 TEIN 
* O Lorp, my Fl: trembletb for Fear of Thee, 
and I am afraid ef Thy Fudgment?(m), I am afraid, 


left even na. that I have begun to think of Religion, 


* 27 vv Thou. 
LOT Ws we: ent, Vie" 7. 1 Pfal, lui. >, | 


verſul | 


1 
Thou ; 4 


from 
ndea- © 


it ad- 


and 
Thou 
s Le- 
y the 


'0 out, 
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Thou ſhouldſt cut me off, in this critical and impor- 
tant Moment, before my Thoughts grow to any Ripe- 
neſs; and blaſt in Eternal Death, the firſt Buddings 
and Openings of it in my Mind. But Oh are ze, 
I earneſtly intreat Thee; for Thy Mercies Sake, ſpare 
me a little longer! It may be, thro' Thy Grace, 7 
ſpall return. 1t may be, if Thou continueſt Thy Pati- 
ence towards mea while longer, there may be /ome bet- 
ter Fruit produced by this Cumberer of the Ground (n). 
And may the Remembrance of that long Forbear- 
ance, which Thou haſt already exerciſed towards 
me, prevent my continuing to trifle with Thee, and 
with my own Soul! From this Day, O Loxrp, from 
this Hour, from this Moment, may I be able to date 
more laſting Impreſſions of Religion, than have ever 
yet been made upon my Heart, by all that I have 
ever read, or all that I have heard! Amen,” '- - 


(n) Luke xiii, 7, 8. 


— 


e 


The Sinner arraigned and convicted. 


Conwiction of Guilt neceſſary. F. 1. A Charge of Re- 
bellion again} GOD adwanced. F. 2. Where it is 
ſewn, (I.) That all Men are born under GOD'y 

' Law. F. 3. (2.) That no Man hath perfectiy kept it. 
$. 4. An Appeal to the Reader's Clnſtience on this 
Head, that he hath not. F. 5. (3.) That to haue bro#- 
en it, is an Evil intxpreſſibly great: F. 6. Vluſtrated 
by a more particular View of the A bs of 
this Guilt, ariſing, [I.] From Knowledge. F. 7. [z.] 
From Divine Favours received. F. 8. 5 ] From Con- 
wittions of Conſcience owerborne d. 9. [4:] From the 
Strivings of GO D's Spirit reſiſted. F. 10. [5.] From 
Vows = Reſolutions broken. F. 11. The Charge ſum- 
med up, and left upon the Sinner*s Conſcience, F. 12. 

| _ Sinners Confeſſion under a general Conviction of 

wilt. 


19 1. 8 I am attempting to lead you to true Reli- 

gion, and not meerly to ſome ſuperficial 
Form of it, I am ſenſible, I can do it no otherwiſe, than 
in the Way of deep Humiliation, And therefore, ſup- 
. Poſing you are perſuaded, thro' the Divine Bleſſing on 
what you have before read, to take it into Conſiderati- 
on, I would now enden wur, in the firſt Place, with all 
the Seriouſneſs I can, to make you heartily ſenſible of your 
Guilt before Gop. For I well know, that unleſs you 
are convinced of this, and affected with the Conviction, 
all the Proviſions of Goſpel-Grace will be ſlighted, and 
* 2 Eto infallibly deſtroy'd, in the Midſt of the aobleſt 
- ppointed for its Recovery. I am fully-perfſuad- 
cd chat "Thouſands live and die in a, Courſe of Sig, with- 


27 


Ch. 4. as having broken the Law of GOD. 33 


out feeling upon their Hearts any Senſe that they are 
Sinners; tho' they cannot, for Shame, but own it in 
Words. And therefore, let me deal faithfully with you, 
tho' I may ſeem to deal roughly; for Complaiſance is 
not to give Law to Addreſſes, in which the Life of your 
Soul is concerned. 
$. 2. PerRMIT me therefore, O Sinner, to conſider 
myſelf at this Time, as an Adwocate for GOD; as one 
employed in his Name, to plead againſt thee, and to 
charge thee with nothing leſs, than being a Rebel and a 
raytor, againſt the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth. However thou mayeſt be dignified or diſtinguiſh- 
ed among Men ; if the nobleſt Blood ran in thy Veins; 
if thy Seat were among Princes, and thine Arm were the 
Terror of the Mighty in the Land of the Living (a); it 
would be neceſſary, thou ſhouldſt be told, and told plain- 
ly, Thou haſt broken the Law of the King of Kings, and 
by the Breach of it art become obnoxious to his righte- 
ous Condemnation. | | | 
$.'3. Your Conſcience tells you, that you were born 
the natural Subject of Gop ; born under the indiſngnſa- 
ble Obligations of his Law. For it is molt apparent, 
that the Conſtitution of your Rational Nature, Which 
makes you capable of receiving Law from Gop, binds :: 
you to obey it. And it is equally evident and certain, 
that you have not exactly obeyed this Law; nay, that 
you have violated it in many aggravated Inſtances. 
F. 4. WII I you dare to deny this? Will you dare to 
aſſert your Innocence? Remember, it muſt be a compleat 
Innocence: Yes, and a perfect Righteouſneſs too 3 or, 
can ſtand you in no ſtead, farther than to prove, that, 
tho' a condemned Sinner, you are not quite ſo criminal 
as ſome others, and will not have quite ſo hot à Place 
in Hell, as they. And when this is confidered, will 
you plead Not Guilty to the Charge? Search the Records 
of your own Conſcience; for Gop ſearcheth them: 
Aſk. it ſeriouſly, ©* Have you never in your Liygs:finned 
** againſt Gop ?” Solomon declared, that in his Nay 
bert was not a juſl Man upun Earth, who d rags 
- and finned not (b): And the Apoſtle Paul, that miPhad” 
aue, and come fbort of 8 Glory of G O e, 2 
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34 The many Inſdances of his tranſgreſſing it. Ch. 4. 


both Feaus and Gentiles, (which, you know, compre- 
hended the whole Human Race,) avere all under Sin (d). 
And.can you pretend any imaginable Reaſon, to believe 
the World is grown ſo much better ſince their Days, 
that any ſhould now plead their own Caſe as an Excep- 
tion? Or will you, however, preſume to ariſe, in the 
Face of the Omniſcient Majeſty of Heaven, and ſay, J 
am the Man? | 
F. 5. SUPPOcING, as before, you have been free from 
thoſe groſs Acts of Immorality. which are ſo pernict- 
ous to Society, that they have generally been puniſhable 
by Human Laws; can you pretend, that you have not, 
in ſmaller Inſtances, violated the Rules of Piety, of 
'Femperance, and of Charity? Is there any one Perſon, 
who has intimately known you, that would not be able 
to teſtify, you had ſaid, or done ſomething amiſs? Or if 
others could not convict you, would not your own Heart 
do it? Does it not prove you guilty of Pride, of Paſſion, 
of Senſuality; of an exceſſive Fondneſs for the World, 
and its/Enjoyments ; of murmuring, or at leaſt of ſecret- 
y repining, againſt Gopy, under the Strokes of his af- 
Wt. flictive Providence; of miſpending a great deal of your 
Time; of abuſing the Gifts of Gop's Bounty, to vain, 
if not (in ſome Inſtances) to pernicious Purpoſes ; of 
mocking him, when you have pretended to engage in his 
Worſhip, drawing near to him with your” Meath and 
your Lips, while your Heart has been far from him (e)? 
Does not Conſcience condemn you of ſome one Breach 
of the Law at leaſt? And by one Breach of it you are 
in a Senſe, a Scriptural Senſe, Become guilty of all f); 
and are as incapable of being jultified before Gop by any 
Obedience of your own, as if you had committed Ten 
Thoufand Offences, But, in Reality, there are Ten 
I! 'Thouſand, and more, chargeable to your Account, 
When you come to reflect on all your Sins of Negligence, 
| as well as on thoſe of Commiſſion ; on all the Inſtances, 
in which you have failed to de Good, when it ava, in the 
Power of your Hand to do it (g); on all the Inſtances, in 
{ which Acts of Devotion have been omitted, eſpecially in 
[|] Secret; and on all thoſe Caſes, in which you have ſhewn 
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h. 4. The great Evil of offending G O D. 35 
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: . ſtupid Diſregard to the Honour of Gop, and to the 
remporal and Eternal Happineſs of your Fellow- Crea- 
tures: When all theſe, | ſay, are reviewed, the Num- 


— ber will ſwell beyond all Poſlibility of Account, and force 
cc p- vou to cry out, Mine Iniquities are more than the Hairs 
\ the % my Head (h). They will appear in ſuch a Light be- 
„. bore you, that your oe Heart will charge you with 
2 cCountleſs Multitudes; and how much more then 24a? 
"SAM WW GOD, who is greater tax your Heart, and knoxweth 
nici. RS © Tings (1) / : 
able F. 6. Axp ſay, Sinner, Is it, a litile Thing, that you 
ne have preſumed to ſet light by the Authority of the Gop 
* of Heaven, and to violate his Law, if it had been by 
fon meer Careleſſneſs and Inattention? How much more hei- 
abe vous, therefore, is the Guilt, when in ſo many Inſtances 
r if vou have done it knowing'y, and wilfully? Give me 
ver Leave ſeriouſly to aſk you, and let me intreat you to aſk 
n W your own Soul, Againſt whom haſt thou magnified thy- 

' IE? Aainſt whom haſt thou exalted thy Voice (k), or 
rld, ll | 
ret. Lilted up thy rebellious Hand? On whoſe Law, Oh Sin- 
af. ner, haſt thou preſumed to trample? and whoſe Friend. 
eu ſhip, and whoſe Enmity, haſt thou thereby dared to at- 
= front? Is it a Man like thyſelf, that thou haſt inſulted? 

ws Is it only a Temporal Monarch? Only one, au can 
his ill thy Body, and then hath no more that be can do (1)? 
— Q Nay, Sippec, thou wouldſt not have dared to treat a 
e)? = Temporal Printe, as thou haft treated the King Eternal, 
<« Immortal, and Inviſible (m). No Price could have hir- 
—_ ed thee, to deal by the Majeſty of an Earthly Sovereign, 
P as thou haſt dealt by chat G O D, before whom the Che- 
+: F rubin and Seraphim are continually bowing. Not one 
. B oppoſing or complaining, diſputing or murmuring Word 
ni heard among all the Celeltial Legions, when the In» 
43 tm tiors of his Will are publiſhed to them. And aue 
* W art theu, Oh wretched Man? h art thou, that thou 
Jig ſhouldſt oppoſe Him? That zhou ſhouldit oppoſe and pro- 
fy voke a GOD of infinite Power and Terror, who needs 
* but exert one ſingle Act of his Sovereign Will, and chou 
i art in a Moment ſtripped of every Poſſeſſion; cut 
* from every Hope; deſtroyed and rooted up from, N. 
th [AS duet TOI PUBL ence, 


We (h) Plal. xl. 12. * 05 1 John iii. 20. (k) 2 Kings Nix. 22. 
r. (I Im. i. 122 
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36 The heinous Aggravations of Sin, Ch. 4. 
ence, if that were his Pleaſure; or, what is inconceiv:- 
bly worſe, conſigned over to the ſevereſt and moſt Iain; Wi 
Agonies? Yet, This is the Gop, whom thou haſt offend- Wl 
ed; whom thou haſt affronted to his Face, preſumins WM 
to violate his expreſs Laws in his very Preſence: "Th: Wl 


Wil is the God, before whom thou ſtandeſt as a convided Wl 
WH Criminal; convicted, not of One or Two particular Of- 
| fences, but of Thouſands and Ten Thouſands; of a i 
ll! Courſe and Series of Rebellions and Provocations, in 
|| which thou haſt perſiſted, more or lefs, ever ſince thou 


waſt born; and the Particulars of which have been at. 
tended, with almoſt every conceivable Circumſtance of iſ 
Aggravation. Refle& on Particulars; and deny the 
Charge, if you can. : 

$. 7. Ir Knowledge be an Azgravation of Guilt, thy i 
Guilt, O Sinner, is greatly aggravated! For thou wat 
born in Emmanuel s Land, and Gop hath written to thee 
"the great Things of his Laao, yet thou haſt accounted 
them as a ffrange Thing (n). Thou haſt 4nowwn to do 
Good, and haſt not done it (o]; and therefore to thee the 
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might eaſily have inferred it? And haſt thou not alſo 
been warned of the Conſequences of Difobedience ? Hat 
"thou not 4nown the righteous Judgment of GOD, that 
they who commit ſuch Things, are worthy of Deaths (g)? 
Yet thou haſt, perhaps, not only dang the ſame, but haſh 
taken Pleaſure in thoſe that do them ; haſt choſen them 
for thiyggoſt intimate Friends and Companions ; ſo as 
thereby to en, by the Force of Example and Con- 
|| ACC SE. ber in your Iniquities. ; 
rt Divi Love and Mercy be any 
 _"Aggravation of the Sins committed againſt it, thy 
Enmes, O Sinner, are heinouſſy aggravated. - Muſt 
*.4% thou 
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Ch. 4. 3 Ch. 4. as committed againſt Light and Mercy. 37 
NCelv2: 4 4 thou not acknowledge it, O foolihh Creature and unwiſe? 
laſting lat thou not been nouri/hed and brought up by him as his 


offend- hild, and yet haſi rebelled againſt him (r)? Did not 


gming Gov take you out of the Womb (s]? Did he not watch 
Th: over you in your Infant Days, and guard you from a 
Wr Muititude of Dangers, which the moit careful Parent or 
ar O'. 


Nurſe could not have obſerved, or warded off? Has he 
of a not given you your Rational Powers? And is it not by 


ns, in lim you have been ſavour'd with every Oppqrtunity of 
e thou improving them? Has he not every Day ſupplied your 
52 po Wants, with an unwearied Liberality ; and added, with 
nce of 


Reſpect to many who will read this, the Delicacies of 
WT Life to its neceſſary Supports? Has he not heard your 


y the 
i Cy, when Trouble came upon you t); and frequently ap- 


7 thy peared for your Deliverance, when in the Diſtreſſes of Na- 
i Wal. ture you have called upon him for Help? Has he not 
5 r reſcued you from Ruin, when it ſeemed juſt ready to 
ountca 


ſwallow you up; an@ healed your Diſeaſes, when it 


40 % emed to all about you, that the Refidue of your Days 
ce the W Vas cut off in the Midft (u)? Or, if it have not been fo, 
wn Mis not this long continued and uninterrupted Health, 
ar de U which you have enjoyed for ſo many Years, to be ac- 
a not i knowledged as an equivalent Obligation? Look round 
en mn. RE upon all your Poſſeſſions, and fay, What one Thing haye 
© dy vou in the World, which his Goodneſs did not give yu, 
15 and which it hath not thus far preſerved to you? Add to 
S; 1 all this, the kind Notices of his Will which he hath ſent 
85 100 vou; the tender Expoſtulations which he hath ufed with 
bo 1 WF you, to bring you to a wiſer and a better Temper; and 
np . the Diſcoveries and gracious Invitations of his Geſpel, | 
\ „ which you have heard, and which you have deſpiſed? 
257 And then ſay, whether your Rebellion“ has not been ag- 
ace gravated by the vileſt Ingratitude, and whether that 
* Aggravation can be accounted {mall ? 75 
Con- 
> any 
thy 
Muſt 
thou Rl C 5 
A ai GE r 


38 The Sinner act againſt his Conſcicnce, Ch, i 


a ſecret Conviction of being accountable to its Maker 
and Preſerver, is inſeparable from the Actings of it. It? 
is eaſy to object to Human Remonitrances, and to give Wil 
Things falſe Colourings beſore Men: But the Heart of. 
ten condemns, while the Tongue excuſes. Have you net 
often found it ſo? Has not Conſcience remonſtrated a- 


gainſt your paſt Conduct, and have not theſe Remon- 
ftrances been very, painful too? I have been aſſured by a 
Gentleman of undoubted Credit, that when he was in the 
Purſuit of all the gayeſt Senſunlities of Life, and was rec!:- 
oned one of the happieft of Mankind, he has ſeeg 2 Doz 
come into the Room where he was among his merry 
Companions, and has groaned inwardly, and ſaid, Oh 
* that I had been that Dog!” And haſt thou, Sinner, 
felt nothing like this? Has thy Conſcience been ſo flag. 
ed, ſo frarcd with a hot Iron (x), that it has never cried 


out of any of the Viglences which have been done it? 


Has it never warned thee of the fatal Confequences of 
what thou haſt done in Oppoſition to it? Theſe Warnings 
are, in Effect, the Voice of GOD; they are the Admori- 
tions which He gave thee by his Vicegerent in thy Breaſt. 
And when his Sentence for thy Evil Works is executed 
upon thee in everlaſting Death, thou ſhalt hear that Voice 
+ Tpeaking to thee again, in a louder Tone, and a ſeverer 
Accent than before: And thou ſhalt be tormented with 
its Upbraidings thro' Eternity, becauſe thou wouldſt not, 
in Time, hearken to its Admonitions, | 

F. 10. LET me add further, If it be any Aggrava- 
tion, that Sin has been committed after 60 D has been 
moving by his Spirit on the Mind, ſurely your Sin has 
been atten:ed with that Aggravation too. Under tht 
Moſaic Diſpenſation, dark and imperfect as it was, e 
Sfirit ſtrove ævith the Fexus; elſe Stephen could not have 
charged it upon them, that, thro' all their Generations, 
they had always reſiſted him (y). Now ſurely we may 
much more reaſonably apprehend, that he ſtrives with 
Sinners under the Goſpel, And have you never experi- 
enced any Thing of this Kind, even when there has been 
no external Circumſtance to awaken you, not any pious 


Teather near you? Have you neyer perceived ſome ſecret 


Impulſe upon your Mind, leading you to think of Reli- 


Zion 


Ch. 4. and reſiſts the Strivings of the Spirit. 39 
eion, urging you to an immediate Conſideration of it, 
{wecely inviting you to make Trial of it, and warning 
W you that you would lament this ſtupid Neg'eRt ? O Sin- 
rer, why were not theſe happy Motions attended to? 
= Why did you not, as it were, fpread out all the Sails of 
= your Soul, to catch that heavenly, that favourable Breeze? 
Dat you have careleſsly neglected it: You have overborne 
We theſe kind Influences: How reaſonably then might the 
Wy Sentence have gone forth in righteous Diſpleaſure, My. 
8 Spirit ball no more flrive(z) ? And indeed, who can ſay, 
WT that it is not a/ready gone forth? If you feel no {ecret 
Agitaton of Mind, no Remorſe, no Awakening, while: 
you read ſuch a Remonſtrance as this, there will be: 
Room, great Room to ſuſpect it. | 
$. 11, ThneRE is indeed one Apggravation more, which 
may not attend your Guilt ; 1 mean, that of being com-. 
mitted again ſolemn Covenant-Enzagements: A Cir- 
cumſtance, which has lain heavy on the Conſciences of 
many, who, perhaps in the main Series of their Lives, 
have ſerved Gop with great Integrity. But let me call 
you to think, To ewhat is this exving? Is it not, that 
you have never perſonally made any ſolemn Profeſſion of 
We ccyoting yourſelf to Gop at all? have never done an 
Thing, which has appeared to your own Apprehenſion 
en Action by which you made a Covenant with Him; 
tho' you have heard ſo much of His Covenant, the” yu 
have been ſo ſolemnly and ſo tenderly invited into it 
And in this View, how monſtrous muſt this Circumſtance. 


of Guilt? Yet I muſt add, that you are not, perhaps, al- 
together ſo free from Guilt on this Head, as you may ce 
firſt imagine. I will not infiſt on the Covenant, Which 
your Parents made in your Name, when they devoted you 
to Go, in Baptiſm ; tho? it is really a weighty Matter, 
and Welling yourſelf a Chriſtian you have proſeſſed to 
own and avow what they then did. But I would remind 
vou, of what may have been more perſonal and expreſs. 
Has your Heart been, even from your Youth, hardened: 
to ſo uncommon a Degree, that you have never cried to 
. Gop in any Seaſon of Danger and Difficulty ?- And did: 
You never mingle Yowws.with thoſe Cries > Did you ne- 


OY 


appear, which at firſt was mentioned as ſome Alleviation 
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40 He breaks his Vows, and ſo is inexcuſable. Ch. 4, 


ver promiſe, that if Gop would hear and help you in 
that Hour of Extremity, you would forfake your Sins, 
and ſerve him as lorg as you lived? He heard and helped 
you, or you had not been reading theſe Lines; and, by 
' ſach Deliverance, did as it were, bind down your Vows - 
upon you; and therefore your Guilt in the Violation of 
them remains before Him, tho' you are ſtupid enough to 
forget them. Nothing is forgotten, nothing is overlook- 
ed by Him; and the Day will come, when the Record 
ſhall be laid before you too. | 
F. 12. Anp now, O Sinner, think ſeriouſly with thy- 
ſelf, aubat Defence thou wilt make to all this! Prepare 
thine Apology ; call thy Witneſſes; make thine Appeal, 
from Him whom thou haſt thus offended, to ſome {u- 
; perior Judge, if ſuch there be. Alas, thuſe Apologies 
are ſo weak and vain, that one of thy Fellow-Worms 
may eaſily detect and confound them; as I will endeavour | 
preſently to ſhew thee. . But thy foreboding Conſcience i 
already knows the Iſſue. Thou art convicted; convicted Wi 
of the moſt aggravated Offences. Thou haf? not humbled Wil 
| -2hine Heart, * lifted up thyſelf againſi the LORD of 
Heaven (a); and thy Sentence ſhall come forth from his 
2 (b). Thou haſt vio/ated his known Laav ; thou 
:haſk-de/pi/ed and abuſed his numberleſs Mercies; thou haſt 


WH - 4 

36k . 
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h. 4. The Confeſſion of a convinced Sinner. 41 


* 


e Conress10N of a Sinner, convinced in general of 
Ys. | his Guill, 


= Gop! Thou injured Sovereign, Thou all- pe- 
*- KL O netrating and almighty Judge! What ſhall I 
„ ſay to this Charge? Shall I pretend, I am wronged by 
« jt, and ſtand on the Defence in Thy Preſence? I dare 
© not do it; for Thou knoweſt my Fooliſpneſs, and none of 
« „y Sins are hid from Thee (d). My Conſcience tells 
« me, that a Denial of my Crimes would only increaſe 
4 them, and add new Fewel to the Fire of Thy deſerved 
« Wrath. V juflify myſelf, mine own Mouth <will 
* condemn me; if 1 ſay, 1 am perfect, it will alſo prove 
ane perverſe (e). For innumerable Ewvils have compaſſ< 
ed me about: Mine Iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
„ fo that 1 am not able to look up: They are, as I have 
* been told in Thy Name, more than the Hairs of my 
« Head; and therefore my Heart faileth me (f). I am 
& more guilty, than is poſlible for another to declare or 
«© repreſent.” My Heart ſpeaks more than any other Ac- 
© cuſer. And Thou, O LORD, art much greater + 
* than my Heart, and knoweſt all Things (g). _ 
t“ What has my Life been, but a Courſe of Rebellion 
againſt Thee? It is not this, or that particular Ac- 
tion alone, I have to lament. Nothing has been 
right, in its Principles, and Views, and Ends. I 1 
whole Soul has been diſordered. All my Thoughts, 
my Affections, my Deſires, my Purſuits, have” Barks 
wretchedly alienated from Thee. I have added, as if 
I had hated Thee, who art infinitely the lovelieſt of 
all Beings; as if I had been contriving, how I might” 
tempt Thee to the uttermoſt, and wear out Thy Pa- 
*** tience, marvellous as it is. My Actions have been 
Evil; my Words yet more Evil than they; and, O 
- *© Bleſſed Gop, my Heart, how much more carrapt* + 
than either! What an inexhauſted Fountain. of Shrihas! | 
* there been in it? 4 Fountain of Original Corral 
"which mingled iis bitter Streams with the Doh 
_ 2; Early hildhood ; and which, alas, flows on even $9%2 
„ . 46 1 1 
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42 The Cenfeſſim of a convinced Sinner. Ch. 4, 


ce this Day, beyond what Adtiont, or Fords could c:- 
«< preis. I ſee this to have been the Caſe, with Regard to 4 8 
© what I can particularly ſurvey. Bat ch, how many 
«© Months, and Years, have I forgotten? concerning Wil 
* which 1 only know this, in the general, that they are 
© much like thoſe I can remember; except it be, that J 
* have been growing av and worſe, and provoking 
% Thy Patience more and more, tho' every new Exerciſe 
©& of it was more and more wonderful. 

« And how am ] aſtoniſhed, that Thy Forbearance is 
cc ft ill continued! It is, becau/e Thou art GOD, ard 
6 xt Man (h). Had I, a ſinful Worm, been thus in- 

* jured, I could not have endured it. Had I been a 
„ Prince, I had long fince done Juſtice on any Rebel, 
| *& whoſe Crimes had borne but a diſtant Reſemblance to 
110 mine. Had I been a Parent, I had long ſince call 
| 6 “off the ungrateſul Child, who had made me ſuch a 
\ 40 

| 

| 

| 


Return, as I have alt my Life long been making to 
| “ Thee, O Thou Father of my Spirit! The Flame of 
= ** natural Affection would have been extinguiſhed ; and 


— 


his Sight, and his very Name, would have become 
N 4% hateful to me. Why then, O LORD, am ] not 
caſt out from thy Preſence (1)? Why am ] pot ſealed 
up under an irreverſible Sentence of Deſtruction! That 
4% J live, I owe to Thine Indulgence. But Oh, if there 
 - * be yet any Way of Deliverance, if there be yet any 
| ** Hope for ſo guilty a Creature, may it be opened upon 
tl « me by Thy Goſpel, and 'Thy Grace! And if any 
4 farther Alarm, Humiliation, and Terror, be neceſſary 
to my Security and Salvation, may I meet them, and 

| if es bear them all! Y/ourd mine Heart, O Lo Rp, ſo that 
1 | % Thou wilt but afterwards Heal it; and break it in 
Fee if Thou wilt but at length condeſcend to 3 
| 
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b. 5. The Sinner ſiripped of his Pleas. 43 
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that ! The Sinner ſtripped of his vain Pleas. 
VOKINg F . 
xerciſe De Vanity of thoſe Pleas, which Sinners may ſecretly 
 confide in, ſo apparent, that they will be aſhamed at 
laſt to mention them before GOD. F. 1, 2. Such as, 
(i.) That they deſcended from pious Parents. F. 3. (2) 
That they had attended to the ſpeculative. Part of Re- 


ance is 
, a 
Us in- 


deen a ligion. F. 4. Iz.) That they had entertained found No- 
Nebel, tions. F. 5. (4.) That they had expreſſed a zealous 
ce to Regard to Religion, and attended the outavard Forms of 
> Call Werſvip with thoſe they apprebended the pureſt Church- © 
Ch a es. F. 6, 7. (F.) That they had been free from groſs 
Ag to Immoralities. F. 8. (6.) That they did not think the 
1e of Conſequence of neglect ing Religion would have been ja 
and fatal. F. 9. (7.) That they could not do otherwiſe than 
ome they did. F. 10. Conclufion, F. 11. with the Media- 
not tion of a convinced Sinner, giving up his vain Pleas. 
aled befare G O D. „ 
bas F. 1. Y laſt Diſcourſe left the Sinner in a very a- 
any L larming, anda very pitiable er 
pon a Criminal convicted at the Bar of Gop, diſarmed of al 
any Pretences to perfect Innocence and ſinleſs Obedience, and 
a conſequently obnoxious to the Sentence of a Holy Law,” 


which can make no Allowance for any Tranſgrefüon, no, 
not for the leaſt; but pronounces Death, and a Curle, + 
againſt every Act of Diſobedience: How much more 
then againſt thoſe numberleſs and aggravated Acts of Re- 
bellion, of which, O Sinner, thy Conſcience hath con- 
* demned thee before Gop? I would hope, ſome of my © 
Readers will ingenuouſly fall under the Conviction, and 
not think of making any Apology : For ſure I am, that 
hambly to lead guilty at the Divine Bar, is the moſt de- 
cent, and, all Things conſidered, the molt prudent Thing 
that can be done in ſuch an unhappy Circumſtanee. Ves 
Eknow the Treachery, and the Self-flattery, of a ſinful 
and corrupted Heart. 1 know what Excu/cs it makes, 
br when it is driven from one Refuge, it flies to 


into a diſtinct Reflection, breaks the Force of Convicti- 


| | 9 ey to thy- Judge ? What couldſt thou plead; if thou 


** l- 2 <rbat cannot profit (e), and lean upon broken Reeds (d). 


44 The Plea M a Deſcent from pious Parents, Ch. 5 


another, to fortify itſelf againſt full Conviction, and toi 
perſuade, not merely another, but itſelf, * That, if i: WA 
. has been in ſome Inſtances to blame; it is not quite * 
„ ſo criminal as was repreſented : That there are at leat Wl 
© Conſiderations that plead 1 in its Favour, which, if they 
* & cannot Juſtify, will in ſome Degree excule.” 'Aﬀetret 
Reſerve of this Kind, ſometimes perhaps ſcarce formed 


'on, and often prevents that deep Humiliation before Gov, 
which is the happieſt Token of approaching Deliver- 
ance. I will therefore examine into ſome of theſe Par- 
ticulars ; and for that Furpoſe would ſeriouſly afk thee, 
O Sinner, What thou haſt to offer-in Arreſt of Judg- 
ment? What Plea thou canſt urge for thy Self, why-the 
Sentence of G O. D ſhould not go forth againſt thee, and 
way thou ſhouldſt not fall into the Hands of his Fultice? 
5. 2. Bur this I muſt premiſe, that the Queſtion is 
not, How thou wouldſt anſwer to me, a weak ſinful 
Worm like thyſelf, who am ſhortly to fand with thee at 
the ſame Bar: (The LORD grant, that I may find Mer- 
cy of the LORD in.that Day (a) “) But, what thou wilt 


*waſt now 2Qually before his Tribunal; where, to multi- 
ly vain Words, and to frame idle Apologies, would be 
"but to increaſe oy Guilt and Provocition ? Surely the 
very Thought of His Preſence muſt ſuperſede a Thonſand 
5 of thoſe trifling Excuſes, which now ſometimes impoſe 
on a Generation that are pure in their ozvn Eyes, tho' the 
are not waſhed from their Filthineſs (b):; or, while they 
are conſcious of their own Impurities, truſt in Words 


$. 3. You will not, to be ſure, in ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance, plead, ** that you are deſcended from pious Pa- 
| *© rents.” That was indeed your Privilege; and Woe be 
to you, that you have abuſed it, and for /aken the GOD 
F your Fathers (e). Ihmaecl was immediately deſcend 
from Abraham, the Friend of GOD ; and E/au was the” 
Son of Jſaac, who was born according to the Promiſe : 
Vet you know, they were both cut off from the Bleſſing, ' 
which they I they hag a a Kind of N 


T 3 5 | Gaim. * 
N ' 15 (a) 2 Tim. i. SPL LI 'b) Prov, xx2. : 12. er, TY 4+ 1 


h. 5. or bf an orthodox Judgment, will not avail. 45 


and te laim. You may remember, that or LO RD does not 
it, if n nly ſpeak of one, who could call Abraham Father, who 
t quite as tormented in Flames (f); but expreſsly declares, that 
at lead y of the Children of the Kingdom hall be fout out of 
if they . and when others come from the molt diſtant Parts s 


WH down in it, ſhall be diſtinguiſhed from their Compamons + 

Wn Miſery, only by louder Accents of Lamentation, and 

ore furious Gnaſping of the Teeth (g). I 
F. 4 Nox will you hen preſume to plead, that n 

© had exerciſed your Thoughts about the ſpeculative 


el 
0 Par. Par of Religion:“ For to what End can this ſerve, 
- thes eat to increaſe your Condemnation ? Since you have,bro- 
72 4 ren God's Law, fince you have contradicted the mot 
By. e obvious and apparent Obligations of Religion, to have 
e, and enquired into it, and argued upon it, isa Circumſtance 
uſtice? that proves your Guilt more audacious, What? did you 
ion i; ink Religion was merely an Exerciſe of Men's Wit, 
finful and the Amuſement of their. Curioſity ? If you argued 
hee + About it, on the Principles of common Senſe, you mult... 
Ae have judged. and proved it to be a practial Thing: And. 
1 Wile if it was ſo, why did not yon practiſe accordingly ? Von 
1 knev/ the particular Branches of it: And why then did "2 
valti. vou not attend to every one of them? To have plead ect 
1d be an unavoidable Ignorance, would have been the happieſt | 
V the Plea that could have remained for you: Nay, an actual, 
aſand tho faulty Ignorance, would have been ſome little Allzyt .* 
ipoſk of your Guilt, But if, by your own: Confeſſion, ou 
they have known your Maſter's Will, and have net done it, 
they you bear Witneſs againſt yourſelf, that you deferye ta 362 
ds beaten with many Stripes (h). | $3 
x 1 F. 5. Nos yet again, will it ſaffice to ſay, that. 
. % you have had right Notions, both of the Doctrines, * 
Pa. and the Precepts of Religion.” Your Advantage for 
9 e it was therefore the greater: But underſtand. 
OD ing, and acting right, can never go for the ſame Thing, -* 
ded, 3 55 Judgment of Gop, or of Man. In believing 
ava, re. is One GO D, you have done wwell; but the Denile 4 
TIS Allo believe, and tremble (i). In acknowledging Chris 
ie: Wh to beth Sor of GOD, and the Holy One; you have W 
3; | ge too; but you know the unclean Spirits made rity”: » | 
44S "SUB Lake xvi 24. (8) Matt, viii. hb) Lukeath ar, 
24 . (s vid, 11, 12. (h) uke xii, 47. = 


1 


1 i 5 46 [tis in vain, to plead a Zeal for Forms, Ch. ; 
10 | very orthodox Confeſſion (k), and yet they are reſervu 


45 | bers; yea, which (if 1 may be allowed the Expreſſion,) 


* 
4 


. * 4 


Confidence in that, which might be pleaded by the In 


= have been contending for the Faith and Worſhip, tc 
ea once delivered to the Saints (m), or which tis pol- 
üble you may raſhly have concluded to be that, might 
be mere Pride and Bitterneſs of Spirit: And all the Zeal 

you have expreſs'd might poſſibly ariſe from a Confidence 
in your own Judgment, from an Impatience of Contra- 


ia everlaſting Chains, under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment 
of the g1eat Day (|). Ard will you place any ſecie 


fernal Spirits, as well as by you? 
F. 6. Bur perhaps you may think of pleading, ** that 
* you have actually dove ſomething in Religion.” Rav 
ing judged what Faith was the ſoundeſt, and what Wor 
ſhip the pureſt, 4+ You entered yourſelves into thoſe 8% 
«© eieties, where ſuch Articles of Faith were profeſle 1, 
and {ach Forms of Worſhip were praQtiſed ; and a- 
„ mong thoſe you have ſignalized yourſelves, by the Ex 
« actneſs of your Attendance, by the Zeal with which 
«© you have eſpouſed their Cauſe, and by the Earnel-l 
« neſs with which you have contended for ſuch Princi. 
% ples and Practices.” O Sinner, I much fear, that 
this Zeal of thine, about the Circumſtantials of Reli. 
gion, will ſwell thive Account, rather than be allowed 
in Abatement of it. He that ſearches thine Heart, knows 
from whence it aroſe, and how far it extended. Per- 
haps He ſees, that it was all Hypocriy ; an artful Veil, 
under which thou waſt carrying on thy mean Deſigns for 
this World; while the Sacred Names of Gop and Reli- 
gion were profaned and proſtituted in the baſeſt Manner: 
And if ſo, thou art carſed with a diſtinguiſhed Curſe, for 
10 daring an Inſult on the Divine Omniſcience, as well 
as Juſtice. Or perhaps the Earnefine/s, with which; you 


diftion, or from a ſecret Malignity of Spirit which de- 
Jligtted itſelf in condemning, and.even in worrying o- 


\ £ 

bercely preyed upon Religion, as the Tyger upon the W 
Lamb, to turn it into a Nature moſt contrary to its own. e, 
And ſhall this ſcreen you before the Great Tribanal ? | 


Shall it not rather awaken the Diſpleaſure, it is pleaded 
to avert? ITE; 


Lake iv. 34 41; [u lad, ver, 6 


ö Ch. ; =. 5. % 7 urge the Works you have done, 47 


re/er vi. 7. Bur ſay, that this Zeal for Notions and Forms 
fudgmen been ever ſo well intended, and, ſo far as it has gone, 
w ** r ſo well conducted too; what will that avail towards 
dhe It 


Wdicating thee in ſo many Inſtances of Negligence and 
Wobedience, as are recorded againſt thee in 2% Book of 
D D's Remembrance? Were the Revealed Doctrines of 
Goſpel to be earnetly maintained, (as indeed they 
pht;) and was the great Practical Purpoſe for which 
y were revealed to be forgot? Was the very Mint, 
d Anniſe, and Cummin to be tithed, and were the aweigh- 
Matters of the Law to be omitted (n); even that Lowe 
GOD, which is its jir/? and great Command (o)? Oh 
w wilt thou be able to vindicabe even the jufte/t Sen- 
ce thou haſt payed on others for their /nfidelity, or for 
ir Diſobedience, without being condemned out of thine 
1 Mouth (p) / 
F. 8. W1LL you then plead “ your fair moral Cha- 
rafter, your Works of Righteouſneſs and of Mercy?“ 
ad your Obedience to the Law of Gop been compleat, 
te Plea might be allowed, as important and valid. But 
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zus for Ws to the contrary; and you will not now dare to contra- 
| Reli- Ne it. I add farther, Had theſe Works of yours, which, 
ner: ou now urge, proceeded from a ſincere Love to Gop, 
le, for Rua a genuine Faith in the Lord J-fus Chriſt, you would 


well 


h. vo an Evidence of your Intereſt in the Goſpel- Covenant, 
iC Mrd in the Bleſſings of it, procured by the Righteouſneſs 
poſ. nd Blood of the Redeemer : And that Faith, had it 
night een ſincere,” would have been attended with ſuch deep 


Leal 
dence 
ntra- 
h de- 
g 0- 
ion, 
the 
OWN. 
nal ? 


aded 
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ivine Holine's and Glory, that inſtead of pleading any 
mplored his Pardon, for the Mixture of ſinful Imperfee- 


| Stranger to this humbling and ſanRifying Principle, 
whick#here, in this Addreſs, 1 ſuppoſe my Reader to 


Ati told, that neither Schriecy, nor Honefty, nor 
many will jultify you before the Tribunal of Gow, 
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have ſuppoſed, and proved above, that Con/czence teſti- 


4 | 


ot have thought of pleading them, any otherwiſe tban 
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umility, and with ſuch ſolemn Apprehenſions of the 


Works of your own before Gop, you would rather have 


ion attending the very beſt of them. Now, as you are 
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Had you reflected on His Character, as the Supreme G0. 


nefactor; you have caſt off Fear, and reſtrained Pray 


it. For this therefore you are judged, and condem 


if there were any Thing more than Form and 'Artih 
in it; and the various Bounties of Divine Providence 
. - You, amidſt all your numberleſs Provocations, have bes 


fective and imperfeRt "Virtues as theſe. You remit 
therefore chargeable with the Guilt of a Thouſand 0 


fend. And thoſe good Works, in which you have be! 
+ {fo ready to truſt, will no more vindicate you in his ay 
. 119 Preſence, than a Man's Kindneſs to his poor Neige 


| ra, » +, +4 
*. 


bours would be allowed as a Plea in Arreft of F udgment, 


: "014 '! 
. P 
= | | | . A ; 
»+ - ' - 75 — 9699 
1 . ' : - 
: 22 
- 


when he ſtood convicted of High-Treaſon againſt hull 
6. 9. Bur you will, perhaps, be ready to ſay, Yo! 
«©. quences of neglecting Religion would have been /+ fa 


Why did you ſuffer the Pride and Folly of your vail 


0. Had you regarded the Scripture, the Divine Autho 


48 A Preedom from groſs Immoralities, Ch. 


to the Plummet (q), and examines all your Actions, 1 
all your Thoughts, with the ſtrickeſt Severity. . 
have not been a Drunkard, an Adulterer, or a Robb 
So far it is well. You ſtand before a righteous Ge 
who will do you ample Juſtice; and therefore will n 
condemn you for, Drunkenneſs, Adultery, or Robber 
But you have forgotten him, your Parent, and your 


before him (r); you have deſpiſed the Blood of his So 
and all the immortal Bleſſings that he purchaſed wi 


ed. And as for any Thing that has looked like Vi 
and Humanity in your Temper and Conduct, the Exe 
ciſe of it has in a great Meaſure been its own Rewar 


a thouſand Times more than an Equivalent for ſuch dt 


fences, for which you have no Excuſe; tho' there our 
ſome other Inſtances, in which you did not groſsly of 


Prince. 7 
4* did not expect all this: You did not think the Conſe- 


** tal.” And why did you not think it? Why did yo 
not examine more attentively, and more impartially! 


Heart, to take up with ſuch /uperficial Appearances, and 
truſt che /ight Suggeſtions of your own prejudiced Mind 
againſt the expreſs Declaration of the Word-of G O D* 


vernor of the World, you would have ſeen the Neceſſity 
of ſuch a Day of Retribution, as we are now referring 


it) 


461 AU 


5. or Want of Thought, will be no Plea, 49 


tions, of which you profeſſed to believe, every Page might 
ty. e taught you to expect it. You did not think of 
a Rob Religion :” And of what were you thinking, when 
ous Go 


"_ or neglected it? Had you too much Employ- 


e will rt of another Kind? Of what Kind, I beſeech you? 
Robben hat End could you propoſe by any Thing elſe, of 

| your a! Moment? Nay, with all your Engagements, Con- 
ed Pr ence will tell you, that there have been Seaſons, when, 
F his 80 Want of Thought, Time and Life have been a Bur- 
ated y to you: Yet you guarded againſt-Thaught as an Ene- 
condem „and caſt up (as it were) an Intrenchmerit of Incon- 
ke VirMerztion around you on every Side, as if it had been to 


end you from the moſt dangerous Invaſion. - God 
ew you were thoughileſi and therefore he ſent you 
Je non Line, and Precept upon Precept (s), in ſuch 
ain Language, that it needed no Genius or Study to 
derſtand it. He tried you too with Afflictions, as well 
with Mercies, to awaken you out of your fatal Le - 
aargy: And yet, when awakened, you would he down 
pain upon the Bed of Sloth. And now, pleaſing as 


Reward 
J *Artifg 
idence t 
Lave bee! 
ſuch d 
1 remal 


ſand 0 


here our Dreams might be, you muſt lie down in Sorrow (t). 

oſsly oKefietion has at laſt overtaken you, and muſt be heard , 
ave be: a Tormenter, fince it might not be heard as a Friend. 
his au $..10. Bur ſome may perhaps imagine, that one im 8 
Neige tan Apology is yet unheard, and that there may b 
edrment, oom to fay, ** You were, by the Neceſſity of your N 


anſ hi ure, impelled to thoſe Things, which are now charg ? 


' ed upon- you as Crimes; whereas t aut not in your +0 


© Yo Power to have avoided them, in the Circumſtances in- 
Conſe r which you were placed.“ If this will % any Thing, 


n fo fa 
did you 
rtially! 
ur vail 
es, and 
d Mind 
"OD? 
ne Gor 


It indeed promiſes to do much; ſo much, that it will a- 
mount to nothing. If I were diſpoſed to an/aver nn. 
upon the Folly and Madneſs of your” own” Principles, 11 
might ſay, that the ſame Conſideration, which proves it 
was 3 for you to offend, proves alſo that it is ne-+., 4 
ee ſſary for © fon to puniſh yon; and that indeed, He can- =. | 
not but do it: And I might farther ſay, with an excellenr 
Writer of our o.] n Age, That the ſame Principles, 4 


eceſſity Which deſtroy the injuſtice of Sint, deſtroy the - 
ferring A?“ juftice f Puniſhments.too.” But if you cannot admit 
. og, 73,65 this, 
nity _ | ES 


eee, a.. 
. > ite » Adee — 22 = 9 0 Edi WF ö 
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50 In vain to ſay, you could not do otherwiſe. Ch. 


this, if you ſhould ſtill reply in ſpight of Principle, th 
It muſt be unjuſt to puniſh you for an Action utterly an 
abſolutely unavoidable; I really think, you would af 
{wer right. But in that Anſwer you will contradict yg 
own Scheme, (as I obſerved above ;) and I leave o 
Conſcience to judge, what Sort of a Scheme that mul 
be, which would make al/ Kind of Puniſhment unf uf. 
For the Argument will on the whole be the ſame, whe 
ther with Regard to Human Puniſhment, or Diane. "Ty 
a Scheme full of Confuſion and Horror. You would not, 
I am ſure, take it from a Servant, who had robbed yoy, 
and then fired your Houſe: You would never inward 
believe, that he could not have helped it; or think, that 
he had fairly excuſed himſelf. by ſuch a Plea. And! 
am perſuaded, you would be ſo far from preſuming toi 
offer it to Gob at the great Day, that you would no: 
venture to turn it into a Prayer even now. Imagine, 
that you ſaw a Malefactor dying, with ſuch Words a 
theſe in his Mouth: O Gop, it is true, I did indeed 
rob and murther my Fellow Creatures; but Thou 
“ knoweſt, that, as my Cirgpmitanges were ordered, | 
„could not do otherwiſe : My Will was irreſiſtibly de. 
« termined by the Motives which Thou didit ſet before 
% me; and I could as well have ſhaken the Foundations 
© of the Earth, or darkened the Sun in the Firmament, 
as have reſiſted the Impulſe which bore me on.” | 
put it to your Cenſcience, whether you would not look on 
uch a Speech as this with Deteſtation, as one Enormity 
added to another. Yet if the Excuſe would have any 
Weight in your Mouth, it wouid have equal Weight in 
. his; or would be equally applicable to any the moſt 
ſhocking Occafion. Bot indeed it is ſo contrary to the 
_. plaineſt Principles of common Reaſon, that I can hardly: 
perſaade myſelf, any one could ſeriouſly and thoroughly 
> © believe it; and ſhould imagine my Time very ill em- 
ployed here, if I were to ſet my ſelf to combat thoſe Pre - 
„ dences to Argument, by which the Wantonneſs of Human 
Wit has attempted to varniſh it rer. 
F. 11. You ſee then, on the whole, he Fanity "of all . 
your Pleas, and how eaſily the moſt planſible of tbem WF | 
might be filenced, by a mortal Man, like yourſelf; How 
much more chen by Him, who-/earches all Hearts, and 
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. Ch . 5. The Meditation of one giving up his Pleas. 51 


ple, th in a Moment, flaſh in upon the Conſcience a moſt 
ter! y Wwerful and irreſiſtible Conviction ? What then can you 
ould . while you fand convicted in the Preſence of Gop ? 
dict yo hat ſhould you do, but Y, your Peace under an in- 
ave yo id Senſe of your inexcuſable Gui t, and prepare your- 


hat mur to hear the Sentence which His Law pronounces 


uni enſt you? You mult feel the Execution of it, if the 
ne, wie oſpel does not at length deliver you; and you mult feel 
ne. I nething of the Terror of it, before you can be excited 
uld no feek to that Goſpel for Deliverance. e 


bed you, 


1 . * t | E * 
onward. MEpitation of a Convinced Sinner, giving up 


ak, tha his van Pleas before G O D 

And 
ming toi EPLORABLE Condition, to which I am 
uld not indeed reduced! I have finned; and auhat ball 
nagine, I ſay unto Thee, O Thou Preſerver of Men (u)? What 
ords a; ſhall I dare to ſay? Fool that I was, to amuſe myſelf 
|-indeed with ſueh trifling Excuſes as theſe, and to imagine, 
Thon they could have any Weight in Thy tremendous Pre- 
ered, l ſence; or that I ſhould be able fo much as to mention 
bly de- them there! I cannot preſume to do it. I am ſilent 


before and confounded. My Hopes, alas, are ſlain; and my 


dation; Soul itſelf is ready to die too; ſo far as an Immortal 
ment, Soul can die: And I am almoſt ready to ſay, Oh that 
.” IBF cn die entirely! J am indeed a Criminal in the 
20k; on Hand of Juſtice, quite diſarmed, and ſtripped of the 


>2rmity Weapons in which 1 truſted. Diſſimulation can only 
e any add Provocation to Provocation. I will therefore 
ght in plainly and freely own it. I have acted, as if I Hh 
> molt Wi Buy evas altogether ſuch a one as my ſelf: But He 


to the * hath ſaid, 7 ab reprove thee ; 1 vill ſet thy Sins in 


tardly “ Order before thine Eyes (x), will marſhal them in Bat-  __ 

ughly WW tle Array. And Ch, what a terrible Kind of Hoſt do 
em- they appear? and how do they ſurround me beyond 
> Pre- alt Poſfibility of Eſcape! O my Soul, they have, as I 


wnan it were, taken thee Priſoner; and they are bearng 


* thee away to the Divine Tribunal. 


- 
* 


ff all Abou muſt appear before it! Thou matt ſee the aw- _. 
them ' ful Erernal Judge, who tries the very Reins (y); and 
How who needs no other Evidence, for He n been © 
„and 3 „ OS. 


24 1 . r 


411 


52 The Meditation of one giving up his Pleas. Ch.; = Ch 


«© Witneſs (z) to all thy Rebellion. Thod muſt | 
Him, O my Soul, fitting in Judgment upon th: : 
And when He is ftri# to mark Iniquity (a), how ]]] 8 
„% thou anſwer him for one of a Thouſand b)! Ard? 
thou canſt not anſwer Him, in what Language wil [ 
He fpeak to thee! Log, as Things at preſent ſtand, IM 
«© can expect no other Language than that of Condemna. 
tion. And what a Condemnation is it! Let me refled 
«« upon it! Let me read my Sentence, before I hear if 
« finally and irreverſibly paſſed! I know, He has record 
ed it in His Word; and I know in the general, that 
the Repreſentation is made with a gracious Deſign. 1M 
« know, that He would have us alarmed, that we may 
not be deſtroyed. Speak to me, therefore, O Goy, 
«© while Thou ſpeakeſt not for the laſt Time, and in 
« Circumſtances when thou wilt hear me no more. 
Speak in the Language of effectual Terror, ſo that it 
be not to ſpeak me into final Deſpair, And let 74 
Word, - however painful in its Operation, be quick and 
«« powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged Sword (c. 
«« Let me not vainly flatter myſelf : Let me not be leſt 
« a wretched Prey to thoſe who would propheſy /mact? 
« Things to me (d), till I am ſealed up under Wrath, 
* and feel Thy Juſtice piercing my Soul, and h Poijor 
'* of Thine Arrows drinking up all my Spirits (e). 

© Before I enter upon the particular View, I know 
“in the general, that it 7s a terrible Thing to fall int! 
« the Hands of the living GOD (f). O Thou living 
«© God, in one Senſe I am already fallen into Thin 
* Hands, I am become obnoxious to Thy Diſpleaſure, 


“ juſtly obnoxious to it; and whatever Thy Sentence b: 
«© may be, when it comes forth from Thy Preſence (s\, [ t 
* muſt condemn myſelf, and juſtify Thee. Thou cant fe 


* not treat me with more Severity, than mine Iniquities a1 
% have deſerved: And how bitter ſoever that Cup f S 
«« Trembling may be (h), which Thou ſhalt appoint for WW / 
«« me, I give Judgment againſt myſelf, that I deferve 7 n 


« avring out the very Dregs of it (i).“ t 
| | 4 0 

(2) [er. xxix. 23. a) Pſal, cxxx, 3. (b) Job ix. 3. 
# 2 eb. iv. — Ka Iſai, 1 20 K 0 Jo 10 4. . 


9 > (f) Heb. X. 31. . *. _ Pſal. xvii, 2. h) Ifai. lis 17 
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- \ Ch. 6. The Sinner called to hear his Sentence, 53 


his Servants, will *ere long ſpeak unto thee in a more im- . 


Thy Pleas have been over- ruled; or rather, they have 


thine own Conſcience, that thou haſt nothing more to of- 


1 Mev GW NAVY 7, no 

e. 2 222 W 
CHA Þ:* VI. 

. The Sinner Sentenced. 


The. Sinner called upin to hear his Sentence. F. 1, 2. 
60 D' Law des now in general pronounce a Curſe : 
$. 3. Ut pronounces Death, F. 4. and being turned 
into Hell. F. 5. The Fudement-Day ſhall come. \. 6. 
The Solemnity of that grand Proceſs deſcribed, accord- 
ing to Scriptural Repreſentations of it, F. 7, 8. with 
a particular I/luftration of the Sentence, Depart Ac- 
curſed, &c. . 9. The Execution will certainly and 
immediately follow, F. 10. The Sinner <warned to 
prepare for enduring it. F. 11. The Refleflion of a 
Sinner firuck with the Terror of this Sentence. | 


$.1. U E4R, O Sinner, and I =vill peak (a) yet once 
n more, as in the Name f GOD; of GO D, 
thine Almighty Judge; who, if thou doſt not attend to 


mediate Manner, with an Energy and Terror which thou 
ſhalt not be able to reſiſt. | | 
F. 2. Tuov haſt been conwifed, as in his Preſence. 


been ſilenced. It appears before Go, it appears to 


fer in Arreſt of Judgment; therefore hear thy. Sentence, TIS: i 
and ſummon up, if thou canſt, all the Powergofythy = A 
Soul to bear the Execution of it. I is indeed, >wB Sail 
Small Thi ng to be judged of Man's Judgment; but ll. "5 N 
now judgeih thee, is the Lord (b). Hear thereſote U * 
tremble, while I tell thee, how he aui ſpeak t0* het, | 
or rather, while I ſhew thee, from. expreſs Scripture, W | 
doth: even now /prak, and What is the authentick and © | 
recorded Sentence of his lad even of Hi; Word, Wbo | 
1 . W 


ad „ k « 
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54% De Law pronounces a Curſe. © Ch. 6. 
hath ſaid, Heawen and Earth ſhall paſs away; but not 
one Nitile of amy Mard Hall ever paſs away (c) 

F. 3. Inf Law of Gop ſpeaks, not to thee alone, O 
Sinner, nor to thee by any particular Addreſs ; but, in a 
moſt univerſal Language, it ſpeaks to all Tranſgreſſore, 
and levels its Terrors again all Offences; great or ſmall, 
without any Exception. And this is its Language: Cur/- 
ed is every one, that continueth not in all Things awhich 
are written in the Book of the Law to do them (d). This 
is its Voice to the whole World; and this it ſpeaks to 
thee. Its awful Contents are thy perſona! Concern, O 
Reader; and thy Conſctence knows it. Far from conti- 
nuing in all Things that are written therein to do them, 
thou canſt not but be ſenſible, that innumerable Ewils 
hawe compaſſed thee about (e). It is then manifeſt, Thou 
art the Man, whom it condemns ; thou art even now cur/- 
tz with a Curſe, as Go b emphatically ſpeaks (f); with 
le Curſe of the Molt High Gop : Yea, -all the Curſes 
which are auritten in the Book of the Law, are pointed 
againſt thee (g). GOD may righteouſly execute any of 
I hen upon thee in a Moment 5 and tho” thou at preſent 
Wy  feeleſt none of them, yet, if infinite Mercy doth not pre- 
|. ent, it is but a little while, and they will come into thy 
\Bowels like Water, till thou art burſt aſunder with them, 
and ſhall penetrate Jie Oil into thy Bones (h). 
| © $. 4 Tuus faith the Lord, The Soul that finneth, ſhall 
die (i). But thou 2 fanned, and therefore thou art un- 
der a Sentence of Death. And, Oh unhappy Creature, 
F ewhat a Death! What will the End of theſe Things 
be That the Agonies of diſſolving Nature ſhall ſeize 
the that thy Soul ſhall be torn away from thy lan- 
- guiſhing Body, and thou return to the Duſt from whence 
thou *vaſt taken (k): This is indeed one awful Efed of 
TINY. 857. In theſe affecting Characters has Gop, through all 
WHT Nations and all Ages of Men, written the awful Regi- 

er and Memorial of his holy) Abhorrence “of it, and 
| | \B&Z. iphteous Diſpleaſure againſt it. But alas, all this ſolemn 

1E-2# Pomp and Horror of dying is but the Opening of the 
| 1 ful Scene. It is but a rough Kind of Stroke, by 
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1 tg dle) Matt. v.18, (4) Gal. . 10. (e) Pfal. AI. 12. 
Wi © 16) Mal. iii, . (8) Deut. xxix, 20. (h) Pfal. ch, 18. 


which 


Ch, 6. The Judgment-Day will cone. 69 


Oh. 6, 

but no Which the Fetters are knocked off, when the Criminal is 
led out to Torture and Execution. EP 

one, 0 F. 5. Thus faith the Lord, The Wicked Pall be tarn- 

t, in a ed into Hell, even all the Nations that forget GOD (). 

eſſore, Tho' there be <vhole Nations of them, their Multitudes 

{mall, and their Power ſhall be no Defence to them. They 


Curf. ſhall be driver into Hell together; into that flaming Pri- 
which r, which Divine Vengeance hath prepared; into To-. 

This Pet, aubich 75 ordained of old, even for Royal Sinners. 2 
als to well as for others, ſo little can any Human Diſtintion _ 
ern, O protect! He hath made it deep and large; the Pile there- 
en of is Fire and much Mood; the Breath of the Lard, Ithe 

them, a Stream of Brimſtone, Gall kindle it (m); and the flam- 

1 ing Torrent ſhall flow in upon it ſo faſt, that it ſhall be 
\ Theu turned into a Sea of liguid Fire; or, as the Scripture al- 
v cur. ſo expreſſes it, a Lake burning with Fire and Brimflone 
; with ever and ever (n). This is the Second Death; and | 
Cur/e: Death, to which thou, O Sinner, by the Word of + +, 
oinced os art doomed. - | 8 * 
any of $.6. Anp ſhall 2 Sentence ſlang] upon Record ix 
preſent Vain P Shall the Law ſpeak it, and the Goſpel ſpeak; it? 
t pre- And Thall it never be pronounced more audibly? and vii 
to thy Gop never requip and execute the Puniſhment? He: 
them, will, O Sinner, require it; and He will execute it 

tno” he may ſeem for a while to delay. For well dot 

„ ſhall thou know, that He hath affointed a Day in which hx 
rt un- judge the whole World\in Righteouſneſs, by that“ 
ature, Man whom he hath ordained, 'of which he has given us 
Things 2/*r2nce in having raiſed him from the Dead (o). And 
| ſeize ben Gor judgeth the World, O Reader, whoever thon 
y lan- art, He will judge hee. Ard while I remifid thee f 
hence t, 1 would alſo remember, that He will judge me. And 
fect of #19%wIng the Terror of the Lord (p), that I may deliver . 2 
h all -n Soul (q), I would with all Plainneſs and Sincetie / N. 
Regi- labour to deliver thine, | {2538 „ 
t, and J. 7. TI THEREFORE repeat the ſolemm Warni g? 
olemn Thou, O Sinner, ſhalt Hand before the Fudgment-Seat*; 
of the M9 Crit). Thou Thalt fee that pompous Appearance} ” 
ce, by the Deſcription of which is grown ſo familiar to thee; 
which WM: D' 2 | | „that 22 5 
=. 0-320 — . eee Bex. i S 
i SG 8 21. 8 Br 
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that the Repetition of it makes no Impreſſion on thy 
Mind. But ſurely, ſtupid as thou now art, the ſhril 
Trumpet of the Arch-Angel ſhall ſhake thy very Soul: 
And it nothing elſe can awaken and alarm thee, the Con- 
vulitons and Flames of a diſſolving World ſhall do it. 
$. 8. Dos thou really think, that the Intent df 
Chriſt's final Appearance is only to recover his People 
from the Grave, and to raiſe them to Glory and Happi. 
neſs? Whatever Aſſurance thou haſt, that there ſha!l be 
a Re ſurrection of the Juſt; thou halt the ſame, that there 
ſhall alſo be a Reſurrection of the Unjuſl (s): That he Spal 
feparate the riſing Dead one from another, as a Shepherd 
divideth his Sheep from the Goats (t), with equal Cer- 
tainty, and with infinitely greater Eaſe. Or can you 
imagine, that He will only make an Example of ſome 
fligrant and notorious Sinner, when it is ſaid, that all 
the Dead, both ſmall and great, ſhall fand before 
GOD(u); and that even he avho knexw not his Maſter's 
Will, and conſequently ſeems of all others to have had 
the faireſt Excuſe for his Omiſſion to obey it, yet even 
he, for that very Omiſſion, fall be beaten, though with 
Feder Stripes (w)? Or can you think, that a Sentence to 
be delivered with {ſo much Pomp and Majeſty, a Sentence 
by which the righteous judgment of Gop is to be re 
vealed, and to have its moſt conſpicuous and final Tri- 
mph, will be inconſiderable; or the Puniſhment to which 
it ſhall confign the Sinner, be ff ght or tolerable? There 
would have been little Reaſon to apprehend that, even if 
we had been left barely to our own Conjectures, what 
that Sentence ſhould be. But this is far from being tle 
Caſe: Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his infinite Condeicen- 
ſion and Compaſſion, has been pleaſed to give us a Co) 
of the Sentence, and no doubt, à moſt exact Copy; and 
the Words which contain it, are worthy of being inſcrib- 
ed on every Heart. The King, amidſt all the Splendor 
and Dignity in which he ſhall then appear, fall ſay unt 
"thoſe on his Right- Hand, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Nundati- 
| on of the World (x)! And where the Word of a King is, 
'+ there is Power indeed (y), And theſe Words ___ 
3 | | ger 


8) Acts xriv. 15. (tj * tt, xxv. 32. cu) Rev. xx. 12. 


5b The great Importance of that awful Day, Ch. 6. 
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W ble Chriſtian, under the molt over-whelming Sorrow 
and may fill him with Toy wn/peakable and full of Glo- 


5 (2). 


Joice: You ſhall depart-AccurszD : You have broken | 


Gn Pe. 1. 8. (a) 1 Pet. i 3. 


h. 6. and of the Sentence that will then be paſſed. 57 


Power, which may juſtly animate the Heart of the hum- 


To be pronounced the Bleſſed of the Lord! to 
be called to a Kingdom ! to the immediate, and everlaſt- 
ing Inheritance of it] and of /uch a Kingdom ! ſo well 
prepared, ſo glorious, ſo compleat, ſo exquiſitely fitted 
for the Delight and Entertainment of ſuch Creatures ſo 
formed and ſoxrenewea, that it ſhall appear worthy the 
eternal Counſels of Gop to have contrived it, worthy 
his eternal Love to have prepared it, and to have delight- 
ed itſelf with the Views of beſtowing it upon his People: 
Behold, a Bleſſed Hope indeed! à lively glorious Hope, to 
which we are begotten again by the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
from the Dead (a), and formed by the ſanctify ing Influ- 
ence of the Spirit of Gop upon our Minds, Bat it is 
a Hope, from which thou, O Sinner, art at preſent 
excluded : And methinks, that might be grievous; to re- 
flect, Theſe gracious Words ſhall CB ift. ſpeak to ſome; 
to Multitudes, but v0 to me: On me there is no Bleſ+ 
«+ /edneſs pronounced : For me there is no Kingdom pre- 
*« pared,” But is that all? Alas, Sinner, our Lord hath' 
given thee a dreadful Counterpart to this. He has tod 
us, what He will /ay to zhee, if thou continueſt what 
thou art; to thee and all the Nations of the impenitent 
and unbelieving World, be they ever ſo numerous, be 
the Rank of particular Criminals ever ſo great. He ſhall 
ſay to the Kings of the Earth, who have been Rebels . 'f 
againſt him, to the Great and Rich Men, and the chief 
Captains, and the mighty Men, as well as to every Bond. 
man, and every Freeman, of inferior Rank (b); DP E- 
PART FROM ME ACCURSED, INTO EVERLASTING 
Free, PREPARED TORK TAE DEVIL AND His An-" | 
GELS (c). Oh, pauſe upon theſe aveighty Words, that 
2 * enter into ſomething of the Importance of 
em 3 SET TICS 9 

9. 9. He will fay, DzyarT: You ſhall be drives Þ 
from his Preſence, with Diſgrace and Infamy : From; | 
Him, the Source of Life and Bleſſedneſs, in à Nearneſs 
to whom all the Inhabitants of Heaven continually re- 


3 * 22 * * . j 
Gob's 


(b) Rev. vi. 15. (e) Matt, xv. 77 


| 58 .The Sentence will be ſurely executed, Ch. 6, 


God's Law, and its Curſe falls upon you; and you are, 
and ſhall be, under that Curſe, that abiding Curſe: 
From that Day forward you ſhall be regafded by Goo, 
and all his Creatures, as an accurſed , and abominable 
Thing; as the moſt deteſtable, and the moſt milerab!e 
Part of the Creation. You ſhall go iN TO FIRE: And 
Oh conſider, into what Fire! Is it merely into one fierce 
Blaze, which ſhall conſume you in a Moment, tho' with 
exquiſite Pain? That were terrible. But Oh fach Terrors 
axe not to be named with theſe. Thine, Sinner, is EVER- 
LASTING FIRE: It is that, which our Lord hath in 
ſuch awful Terms deſcribed, gs prevailing-there, ab ere 
rheir Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched ; and 
then ſays it a ſecond Time, where their Worm dieth not, 
and the Fire is not quenched ; and again, in wonderful 
Compaſſion, a third Time, avhere their Worm dieth nit, 
and the Fire is not quenched (d). Nor was it originally pre- 
fared, or principally intended for you : It was PREPAR- 
ED FoR'THE DEVIL AND His ANGELS ; for thoſe 
firſt grand Rebels, who were immediately upon their Fall 
doomed to it: And fince you have taken Part with them 
in their Apoſtacy, you muſt ſink with them into that flam- 
ing Ruin; and fink ſo much the deeper, as you have de- 
ſpiſed a Saviour, who was never offered to them, Theſe 
' muſt be your Companions, and your Tormentors, with 
whom you muſt dwell for ever. 
- this? or ſay not the Law, and the Goſpel, the fame ? 
Does not the. Lord Ze/us Chriſt expreſsly ſay it, who is 
the faithful and true Witneſs (e), even He, who himſelf 


is to pronounce the Sentence? 


- $. 10. Anb when it is thus pronounced, and pronounc- 


4h f | ell by Him, ſhall it not alſo be executed? Who could im- 


S d the contrary ? who could imagine, there ſhould be 
Al this pompous. Declaration, to fill the Mind only with 


WI vain Terror; and that this Sentence ſhould vaniſh into 


Smoak?. You may eaſily apprehend, that this would be 
a, greater. Reproach to the Divine Adminiſtration, than if 
Sentence- were never to be paſſed, And therefore, we 
might eafily have inferred the Execution of it, from the 
Proceſs of the preceding judgment. But leſt the treach- 
exous Heart of a Sinner ſhould deceive him with ſo vain 
7 4 Hops, 
e] Rev. Iii. 12 
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(8) Mark is 24, 460.48, 
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nally undone. 


a Hope, the Aſſurance of that Execution is immediately 
added in very memorable "Terms. It ſhall be done: It 
ſhall immediately be done. Ther, on that very Day, 
while the Sound of it is yet in their Ears, the Wicked 
ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment (if): And thou, 
O Reader, whoever thou art, being found in their Num- 
ber, ſhalt go arway with them; ſhalt be driven on, among 
all theſe wretched Multitudes, and plunged with them in- 
to eternal Ruin, The wide Gates of Hell ſhall be open 
to receive thee ; they ſhall be ſhut upon thee for ever to 


incloſe thee ; and be falt barred, by the Almighty Hand 85 
of Divine Juſtice, to prevent all Hope, all Poſſibiſit g 


Eſcape for ever. I 


F. 1. AND now, prepare thyſelf to meet the Lord thy © * 
GOD (8): Summon up all the Reſolution of thy Mind, 


to endure ſuch a Sentence, ſuch an Execution as this: 


For He abill not meet thee as a Man (h); whoſe Heart 
may ſometimes fail him, when about to exert a needful-” 


Att of Severity, ſo chat Compaſſion may prevail againſt 
Reaſon and j uſtice. No, He ww1ill meet thee as a GOD, 
whoſe Schemes and Purpoſes are all immoveable as his 
Throne. I t teſtify to thee in his Name this 
| Ge true, he will thus ſpeak; and that 
wilt Abus a. 


ot either falſe or wed, thou art undone, thou art eters 
* » 
f . : 2 7 


1 


The RETIEeT Ion of @ Simmer, fruck with the Terror 


of this Sentence. 


© 
6c 


whither ſhall I. flee? J am aveighed in the Bat 
* lance, and am found wanting (i). This is indeed 

© Down; the Doom I am to expect from the Mouth o 
Cbriſ himſelf; from the Mouth of Hin, that died 


for the Redemption and Salvation of Men. Dreadfułl 


“Sentence! and ſo much the more dreadful, when con- 


1. 


3 


0 A ＋ | 4) Matt; XXV. 46. 
N (b), Pei. xvii. 3s 


D4 
(g) Amos iv. 12, 
(i), Dan, v. 27. 


Ch. 6. The Sinner warned to prepare for it, 59 


| And, on Suppoſition of J 
thy Continuance in thihe Impenitence and Unbeliefgthow e 
art brought into this miſerable Caſe ; that , he 


RETCH that I am! What ſhall I do? or | 


* fidered in that View! To what ſhall I look to ſave me 
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60 De Refiggion of a Sinner. Ch. 6. 
*« from it? To whom ſhall I call? Shall I ſay 7 /e * 


* Rocks, Fall upon me, and to the Hills, Cover me (kx)? 5 D 
„What ſhould I gain by that? Were I indeed over- # Ze 
«« whelmed with Rocks and Mountains, they could not $a 
** conceal me from the Notice of His Eye; and His P 


* Hand could reach me with as much Eaſe there, as any od, 
© here elle. ep 
„% Wretch indeed that I am? Oh that I had never 4 0 
* been born! Oh that I had never known the Dignity 
and Prerogative of the Rational Nature! Fatal Preroga- 
tive indeed, that renders me obnoxious to Condemna- 
tion and Wrath! Oh that 1 had never been inſtructed 
in the Will of Goo at all, rather than that being thus 
inſtructed, I ſhould have diſregarded and tranſgreſſed 
it! Would to Gop, I had been allied te the meaneſt 
of the Human Race, to them that come neareſt to the 
State of the Brutes, rather than that I ſhou!d have had 
*« my Lot in c4/ttvated Life, amidſt ſo many of the Im- 
„ provements of Reaſonz and (dreadful Reflection!) 
amidſt ſo many of the Advantages of Religion too! 
and thus to have perverted all to my own Deſtruction! 
* —Oh that Gop would tate away this Rational Soul! 
„Rut alas, it will live for ever; will live to eel the 
% Agonies of Eternal Death —Why have I ſeen the 


% Beauties and*Glories of a World like this, to exchange 
„ it for that flaming Priſon! Why have I taſted Þo 
many of my Creator's Bounties, to wring out at 
“ laſt the Dregs of His Wrath! Why have I known 
„the Delights of ſocial Life and friendly Converſe, to 
« exchange'them-for the horrid Company of Devils and 
damned Spirits in Tophet ! Oh who can dwell with 
them in devouring Flames! who can lie down with 
them in everlaſiing, everlaſting, everlaſting, Burn- 

* ings (1)/ - 1 | 
But whom have I to blame in all this, but my/e/f? 
What have I to accuſe, but my own ſtupid incorrigi- 
% ble Folly? On what is all this terrible Ruin to be 6 
charged, but on this one fatal curſed Cauſe, that baving 
« broken G O Ns Law, I rejected His Gaßpel too? , E 
1 Let flay, O my Soul, in the Madit of all theſe N 
WY © doleful, foreboding Complaints. Can I ſay, N | 
N72 SEP * WER. ve 


„C) Luke il. 30; (1) Iſai, ain. 14. 


Ch. 6. under the error of this Sentence. . 


e. have finally reje@ted the Goſpel? Am I not to this 
« Day under the Sound of it? The Sentence is not yet 
« gone forth againſt me, in ſo determinate a Manner as 


to be utterly irreverſible. Thro' all this gloomy Prof- 


1 pet one Ray of Hope breaks in, and 17 is pofible I 


« may yet be delivered. | 
„ Reviving Thought! Rejoice in it, O my Soul, tho” 


it be with Trembling; and turn immediately to that 


« Gop, who, tho? provoked by Ten Thouſand Offences, 
% has not yet /wworn in his Wrath, that thou ſhalt ne- 
„% ver be permitted, to hold farther Intercourſe with 
« Him, or to enter into His Reſt (m). 

do then, O Bleſſed Lord, proſtrate myſelf in the 
„ Duſt before Thee. I own, I am a condemned and 
e miſerable Creature. But my Language is that of the 
« humble Publican, GO O be merciful unto me a Sin- 
*« ger (n) ! Some general and confuſed Apprehenfions I 
« have of a Way, by which I may poſibly eſcape. O 
« Gop, whatever that Way is, ſhew it me, I beſeech 
« thee! Point it out fo plainly, that I may not be able 
*« to miſtake it! And Oh, reconcile my Heart to it, be 
*« it ever ſo humbling, be it ever io painful! 

« Surely, Lord, I have much to learn; but be Thou 
« my Teacher] Stay for a little Thine up-lifted Hand; 
* and in Thine infinite Compaſſion delay the Stroke, till 
«I enquire a little farther, how I may finally avoid 


« it * 


69 De Reflggion of a Sinner. Ch. 6. 


„ from it? To whom ſhall I call? Shall I ſay 7 /h 
Rocks, Fall upon me, and to the Hills, Cover me (kx)? 
What ſhould I gain by that? Were I indeed over- 
whelmed with Rocks and Mountains, they could not 
conceal me from the Notice of His Eye; and His 
Hand could reach me wich as much Eaſe there, as any 
here elſe. | 

* Wretch indeed that I am? Oh that I had never 
been born! Oh that I had never known the Dignity 
and Prerogative of the Rational Nature! Fatal Preroga- 
tive indeed, that renders me obnoxious to Condemna- 
tion and Wrath! Oh that 1 had never been inſtructed 
in the Will of Goo at all, rather than that being thus 
inſtructed, I ſhould have diſregarded and tranſgreſſed 
it! Would to Gop, I had been allied te the meanelt 
of the Human Race, to them that come neareſt to the 
State of the Brutes, rather than that I ſhou!d have had 
my Lot in callivated Life, amidſt ſo many of the Im- 
provements of Reaſon, and (dreadful Reflection!) 
amidſt ſo many of. the Advantage, of Religion too! 
and thus to have perverted all to my own Deſtruction! 
—Oh that Gop would tate away this Rational Soul ! 
„ But alas, it will live for ever; will live to Fad the 
% Agonies of Eternal Death —Why have I ſeen the 
« - Beauties and*Glories of a World like this, to exchange 
„it for that flaming Priſon! Why have I taſted 5 
many of my Creator's Bounties, to wring out at 
*« laſt the Dregs of His Wrath! Why have I known 
the Delights of ſocial Life and friendly Converſe, to 
exchange them for the horrid Company of Devils and 
damned Spirits in Tophet ! Oh who can dwell with 
them in devouring Flames! who can lie down with 
them in everlaſiing, everlaſting, everlaſiing, Burn- 
e N | 

% But whom have I to blame in all this, but e? 
What have I to accuſe, but my own ſtupid incorrigi- 
* ble Folly? On what is all this terrible Ruin to be 


charged, but on this one fatal curſed Cauſe, that baving | 


« broken G OE, Law, I rejected His. Goſpel too?  * 
Vet fay, O my Soul, in the Mädſt of all theſe 
doleful, foreboding Complaints. Can I ſay, dic I 
4 f | 23 | >: ve 
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Ch. 6. under the Terror of this Sentence. . 


60 have finally rejected the 22 ? Am I not to this 
« Day under the Sound of it? The Sentence is not yet 
« gone forth againſt me, in ſo determinate a Manner as 
1 to be utterly irreverſible. Thro' all this gloomy Proſ- 
4+ pect one Ray of Hope breaks in, and 74 is pofible 1 
« may yet be delivered. on wy 

„ Reviving Thought! Reporcein it, O my Soul, tho 
& it be with Trembling; and turn immediately to that 
« Gop, who, tho? provoked by Ten Thouſand Offences, 
% has not yet /worn in his Wrath, that thou Halt ne- 
« over be permitted, to hold farther Intercourſe with 
« Him, or to enter into His Reft (m). : 

do then, O Bleſſed Lord, proſtrate myſelf in the 
* Duſt before Thee. I own, I am a condemned and 
* miſerable Creature. But my Language is that of the 
« humble Publican, GO D be merciful unto me a Sin- 
« xer (n) / Some general and confuſed Apprehenſions 1 
have of a Way, by which I may poſſibly eſcape. O 
„ 'Gop, whatever that Way is, ſhew it me, I beſeech 
„ thee! Point it out ſo plainly, that I may not be able 
„ to miſtake it! And Oh, reconcile my Heart to it, be 
it ever ſo humbling, be it ever io painful! 

„ Surely, Lord, J have much to learn; but be Thou 
„% my Teacher! Stay for a little Thine up-lifted Hand ; 
„ and in Thine infinite Compaſſion delay the Stroke, till 
„ enquire a little farther, how I may finally avoid 
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62 The helpleſs State of the Sinner, Ch. 7. 


CH AP. 7 


4 


The helpleſs State of the Sinner, under Con- 


demnation. 


The Sinner urged to 8 how Fr can be ſaved _ 
- #his r ing Ruin. F. 1, 2. (I.) Nat by any Thing be 
can offer. F. 3. (2.) Nor by any Thing be can endure. 
$. 4. (3.) Nor by any Thing be can ds in the Courſe of 
- Future Duty. . 5. (4.) Nor by any Alliance with. Fel- 
loau- Sinners, on Earth, ar in Hell. F. 6,—8. (5.) Nor 
| by ay Interpoſition,.or Interceſſion, of Angels or Saints 


1 bis. Favour. $. 9. Hint of the only Method, to be 


afterwards more la rgely explained. Ibid. The Lamen- 
: Zation of @ dinner in this miſet -able Condition. 


8. 1. CINN ER, Thou haſt heard Ve 8 of 
* GOD, as it fand upon Record in His ſacred 
and nbi Word. And wilt thou lie down under it 
in everlaſting Deſpair? Wilt thou make no Attempt to 
be delivered! from it, when it ſpeaks nothing leſs than 
ETERNAL DEATH to thy Soul? If a Criminal, con- 
cemned by Human Laws, has but the leaſt Shadow of 
Pas, that he may poſſibly eſcape, he is all Attention to 
It there be a Friend, who he thinks can help him, 
with what ſtrong Importunity does he intreat the Inter- 
poſition of that Friend ? And even while he is beſore the 


4 Judge, how difficult is it often to force him away from the 


Har, Vahile the Cry of Mercy, Mercy, Mercy, may he 
* heard, tho? it be never ſo ùnſeaſonable? A meer Peil. 
lic that it may make ſome Impreſſion, makes him ea ger | 


2 22 it, and unwilling to be ſilenced and removed. 
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Ch. 7. He has no Sacrifice to atone. for Sin, 63 


$. 2. WII r thou not then, O Sinner, 'ere yet Execu-” 


lion is done, that Execution which may perhaps be done 


this very Day, wilt thou not caſt about in thy Thoughts, 
what Meaſures may be taken for Deliverance ? Yet what 
Meaſures can be taken? Conſider attentively, for it is an 
Affair of Moment. Thy Wiſdom, thy Power, thy Elo- 
quence, or thine Intereſt, can never be exerted on a great- 
er Occafion. If thou canſt help rhy/ef, do. If thou haſt 
any ſecret Source of Relief, ge ot out of thy/elf for other 
Alſiſtance. If thou haſt any Sacrifice to offer; if thou 
haſt any Strength to exert; yea, if thou haſt any Allies 
on Earth, or in the Inviſible World, who can defend and 
deliver thee ; take thine own Way, ſo that thou mayeſt 
but be delivered at all, and we may not fee thy Ruin. 


MA, 


hut ſay, O Sinner, ia the Preſence of God, what Sa- 


crifice thou wilt preſent, what Strength thou wilt exert, 
what Allies thou wilt have recourſe to, on /o urgent, /a- 
bipeleſs an Occaſion : For hopeleſs I mult indes pro- 
nounce it, if /»ch Methods are taken. | 


J. 3. Tur Juſtice of GO Dis injured : Haſt thou any 


Atonement to make to it? If thou waſt brought to an 
Enquiry and Propoſal, like that of the awakened Sinner, 
Wherewwith ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow myelf* "a 
b fore the high GO D? Shall I come before him bd, py 
Burnt- Offerings, with Calves of a Tear old? Will the + 
Lird be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams, or with nn 
Thouſands of Rivers of Oil (a)? Alas, wert thou as great 3 
a Prince as Solomon himſelf, and couldſt thou indeed pur- 
Chaſe ſuch Sacrifices as theſe, there would be no Room to 
mention them. Lebanon avould not be ſufficient to butn, 5% 
nor all the Beaſts thereof for a Burnt-Offering (b). Even | |, 77 
under that Diſpenſation, which admitted and N 4 et 

Sacrifices in ſome Caſes, the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, % 
tho' it exempted the Offender from farther Temporal Pu- "1 
nſhmenty/coz/d not take away Sin (c), nor prevail by any — 8 
Means o purge the Conſcience in the Sight of Goo. 
And ht Seal, that had done ought preſumpruoy/ly, was 
not allowed to bring any Sin- Offering or Treſpaſs Offer» . 


2 all, but was condemned to die 2vithout Mercy (d).. © 'S 
0 


% Gop and thine own Conſcience know, that thi 7 &. 
(b) Ifai,.z). 16, 'e} Heb, 1. | 4+ 3 
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64+ No Sufferings of” his own will ſave him, Ch. 7 
Offences have .not been merely the Errors of Ignorance 
and Inadvertency, but that thou haft finned with an hib 
Hand in repeated aggravated Inſtances, as thou haſt ac- 
knowledged already. Shouldſt thou add, with the 
wretched Sinner deſcribed above, Hal I give. my Firf. 
born for my Tranjgre/ſion, the Fruit of my Body for the 
Sin of my Soul (e)? What could the Blood of a beloved 
Child do in ſuch a Caſe, but dye thy Crimes ſo much the 
deeper, and add a yet unknown Horror to them ? Thou 
haſt offended a Being of Infinite Majeſty ? and if that 
_ Offence is to be expiated by Blood, it mult be by another 


Kind of Blood, than that which flows in the Veins of thy 
Children, or in thine own. 3 

5 4. Wir thou then fuffer thy/elf, till thou halt 
made full Satisfaction? But here ſhall that Satisfaction 
be made? — Shall it be by any Calamities to be endured 
in this mortal momentary Life? Is the ſuſtice of Gov 
then eſteemed ſo little a Thing, that the Sorrows of a few 
Days ſhould ſuffice to anfwer its Demands? -—-Or doſt, 
thou think of future Sufferings, in the Inviſible World ? 
If thou doſt, -hat is not Deliverance; and with Regard 
to that I may venture to ſay, When thou haſt made full 
Satisfaction, thou wilt be releaſed: When thou haſt paid 
the utmoſt Farrthing of that Debt, thy Priſon Doors ſhall 
be opened, In the mean time, thou muſt make thy Bed in 
Hell (f): And, O unhappy Man, wilt thou lie down 
there, with a ſecret Hope, that the Moment will come, 
When the Rigour of Divine Juſtice will not be able to 
inflict any Thing more than thou haſt endured, and when 
thou mayeſt claim thy Diſcharge as a Matter of Right? 


13 Be would indeed be well for thee, if thou could carry 


_ down with thee ſuch a Hope, falſe and fl:ttering as it 
is: But alas, thou wilt ſee Things in ſo juſt a Light, 
that to have no Comfort but this, will be eternal Deſpair. 


= That one Word of thy Sentence, EvzxlasTiNG Fire; 


(e) Mic. vi. 7. (F) Pfal, 1378 Tt 4. + 
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Ch. 7. nor any Obedience he is able to perform. 65 


your Diſcharge from this Sentence? Take heed, Sinner, 
what Kind of Obedience thou thinkeſt of offering to an 
holy God. That muſt be ſpotleſs and compleat, which 
his Infinite Sanctity can approve and accept, if he con- 
ſider thee in thyſelf alone: There muſt be no Inconſtan- 
ey, no Forgetfulneſs, no Mixture of Sin, attending it. 
And wilt thou, enfeebled as thou art, by fo much Ori- 
ginal Corruption, and fo many finful Habits contracted 
by innumerable actual Tranſgreſſions, undertake to render 
ſuch an Obedience, and that for all the Remainder of thy 
Life? In vain wouldſt thou attempt it, even ſor one 
Day. New Guilt would immediately plunge thee into 
new Ruin. But if it did not; if from this Moment to 
the very End of thy Lite all were as compleat Obedience 
as the Law of Gos required from Adam in Paradiſe, 
would that be ſufficient to cancel paſt Guilt? Would it 
diſcharge an old Debt, that thou hadit not contracted a 
new one ? Offer this to thy Neighbour, and ſee if he <vill 
accept it for Payment; and if he will not, wilt thou pre- 
ſume to offer it to thy Gop {! 4 
'$. 6. Bur I will not multiply Words on ſo plain a 
Subject. While I ſpeak thus, Time is paſſing away, 
Death preſſes on, and Judgment is approaching. And 
what can ſave thee from theſe awful Scenes, or what can 
protect thee in them? Can the World fave thee? that 
vain deluſive Idol of thy Wiſhes and Purſuits, to which 
thou art ſacrificing thine Eternal Hopes? Well doſt thou 


\ "know, that it will utterly forſake thee, when thou need- 
elt it moſt; and that not one of its Enjoy ments can be 


carried along with thee into the Inviſible State: No, not 


ſo much as a Trifle to remember it by; if thou couldſt 


celire to remember ſo inconſtant, and ſo treacherous a 
Friend, as the World has been. WE * 

F. 7. Ap when you are dead, or when you are 
dying, can your finful Companions ſave you? Is there any 
one of them, if he were ever ſo deſirous of doing it, thaty 


can give unto GOD a Ranſom for you (g), to deliver you" 


from going down to the Grave, or from going daun o 


Hell? Alas, you will probably be ſo ſenſible of this, 
that When you lie on the Border of the Grave;”you Will 
de unwilling to ſee, or to converſe with thoſe, that 


— 
1 


were 


66 His Fellno- Creatures cannot help him. Ch. », 


once your favourite Companions. They will afflict you, 
rather than relieve you, even then : How much leſs can 
they relieve you before the Bar of Gop, when they are 
overwhelmed with their own Condemnation ? 

F. 8. As for the Powers of Davkneſs, you are ſure, 
they will be far from any Ability, or Inclination to help 
you. Satan has been watching and labouring for your 
Deſtruction, and he will triumph in it. But if there 


you, what would that be, but an Aſſociation in Ruin? 
For the Day of Judgment of ungodly Men, will alſo be 
the Judgment of theſe rebellious Spirits; and the Fire in- 
to which thou, O Sinner, muſt depart, is that which 
was prepared for the Devil and his Angels (h). 


they interpoſe their Power, or their Prayers, in thy Fa- 
vour? An Interpoſition of Power, when Sentence is gone 


ven, which theſe holy and excellent Creatures would ab- 
bor. And when the final Pleaſure of the Judge is known, + 
= - inſtead of interceding in vain for the wretched: Criminal, 
W they would rather, with ardent Zeal for the Glory of 
ch Lord, and cordial Acquieſcence in the Derermina- 
| tron of his Wiſdom and Jullice, prepare to execute B. 
W Yea, difficult as it may at preſent be to conceive it, it is 
a certain Truth, that the Servants of Chrift, who now 
 moſttenderly love you, and moſt affectionately ſeek your 


che neareſt Bonds of Nature, or of Friendſhip ;: even they 
| hall put their Amen to it. Now indeed their Borwels 
ears over you. and their Eye poureth but Tears on your 
Account: Now they expoſtulate with you, and plead 
with Gop for you, if by any Means, while yet there 
i Hape, you may be plucked. as a Firebrand out of the 
8 Eurning (i). But alas, their Remonſtrances you will not 


. 1 


end: And as for. their Prayers, What ſhould they aſk 
bh for you ? What but this, that you may ſee yourſelves to 
oy he endone ? and that, utterly deſpairing of any Help 
Wl froat yourſelves, or from any created Power, you may lie 
before Gop in Humility and Brokenneſs of Heart; that 
baiting yourſelves. to his righteous Judgment, and 


_ 4: 


(b) Matt, xv, 41. (i) Amos iy, 11, 


could be any thing of an amicable Confederacy between 


F. 9. WiLL the Celeſtial Spirits then ſave thee? will 


forth againſt thee, were an Act of Rebellion againſt Hea- 


Salvation; not excepting thoſe, who are allied to you in 


3 


r e 
> -* #* 4 wt 


* ſeryed, after whom 1 have ævalled, and whom I have 


. <6 . 


any avhere in the whole Com paſs of Nature any Help,” „ 
tell me wwhere it may be found! Oh point it out; di- 
4 rect me towards it; or rather, confounded and afto- *: 


Lay aſide your other Cares, to care for my. Soul) to 
care for this precious Soul of mine, which lies as it 


| , uſed,) while you perhaps hardly afford me a Look; r 
+ ** glaneing an Eye upon me, paſs over to the other Side (m). 
Vet, alas, in a Caſe like mine, what can your Inter- 


Ch. 7. The Sinner's Lamentation in his Miſery. 67 


an utter Renunciation of all Se Dependance, and of all 
Creature Detendance, you may lift up an humble Look. 
towards Him, as almolt From the Depths of Hell, if pers 
adventure He may have Compaſſion upon you, and max 
Himſelf direct you to that only Method of Reſcue, 
which, while Things continue as in preſent Circumſtances 
they are, neither Earth, nor Hell, nor Heaven can af- 


ford you. 
The LAMENTAT TON of a Sinner, in this miſerable. 
Condition, 8 


” H doleful, uncomfortable, he!pleſs State! Oh 
10 Wretch that I am, to have reduced myſelf to 
«ir! Poor, empty, miſerable, abandon'd Creature! 
& Where is my Pride, and the Haughtiveſs of my Heart? 
Where are my Idol Deities, avhom { have loved, and 


« fought (kJ, whilſt I have been multiplying my Tranſ- 

„ prefſions againſt the Majeſty of Heaven? Is there no 
Heart to have Compaſſion upon me? Is there no Hand 
er to ſave me? Have Pity upon me, have Pity upon me, . 
% O my Friends; for the Hand of GOD hath toue bed 
me (I), bath ſeized me! I feel it preſſing me hard, ang 
* what hall I do? Perhaps, they have Pity upon me 2 
& But alas, how feeble a Compaſſion ! Only if there be 


«-njſhed as my Mind is, take me by the Hand, and lead 23 
"as 20 7: 8 
O ye Miniſters of the Lord, whoſe Office it is to 

« guide and comfort diſtreſſed Souls, rake Pity upon me? 
© J fear, I am a Pattern of many other helpleſs Crea- © 
4 tyres, who have the like Need of your Aſſiſtance. 


« were bleeding to Death, (if that Expreſſion may b 


ä mY poſition 8 
3-16) Jer, vile 2s 0 Job ais. 21, (m} Luke 3. 3. 


« poſition avail, if it be alone? F the LORD ao not 
help me, how can ye help me (n) ? 
« 0 GOD of the Spirits of all Fleh(o), I lift up 
mine Eyes unto Thee, and cry unto Thee, as out of the 
&« Belly of Hell (p). I cry unto Thee, at leaſt from the 
„ Borders of it. Yet while I lie before Thee in this in- 
« finite Diſtreſs, I know, that Thine Almighty Power 


* and boundleſs Grace can ſtill find out a Way for my 
« Recovery. 


affronted ; and yet from Thee Alone muſt I now {ce 
46 


* juſtified æuben Thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear when Thou 
* judge/t, tho“ Thou ſhouldit this Moment adjudge me to 
« Eternal Miſery. And yet I find ſomething that ſecret- 
„ ly draws me to Thee, as if I might find Reſcue there, 
% where I have deſerved the moſt aggravated Deſtruct ion. 
«+ Bleſſed Gop, I Have defrayed my/elf; but in Thee is 
* my Help (r), if there can be Help at all. 

e I know in the general, that Thy Ways are not as our 
% Ways, nor Thy Thoughts as our 77 keughts; but are as 
ee high above them, as the Heavens are above the 
% Earth (s). Hawe Mercy therefore upon me, O GOD, 


* according to Thy Loving- Kindneſs, acca ding to the Mul- 


 «& titude of Thy tender Mercies (t)] Oh point out the 


„Path to the City of Refuge! Oh lead me Thyſelf in 
* the Way everlaſting (u) I know in general, that Thy 
«4 Goſpel is the only Remedy: Oh teach Thy Servants to 
adminiſter it! Oh prepare mine Heart to receive it! 
and ſuffer not, as in many Inſtances, that Malignity 
which has ſpread itſelf thro” all my Nature, to turn 


1 that noble Medicine into Poiſon!“ 8 N 
(n 2 Kings vi. 27. ſo Numb. xvi. 2. (p) Jonah ii. 2. 
„ 4(q) Pfal. Ii. 4. r) Hoſ. xiii. 9. (s) Iſai. Iv. 8, 9. 
<8, (3) Pal. l. 1. (v) Pſal, cxxxix, 24. 
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68 e Sinner's Lamentation in hi: Miſery, Ch. 7. 


„Thou art He, whom I have moſt of all injured and 


% Redreſs. Againſt Thee, Thee only hawe I ſinned, and 
done Evil in thy Sight (q); ſo that Thou mighteſt be 


©. ooo RO Oo” Soo” en ' 


(4 N 


mT”, = 


CHAP. VIII. 


News of Salvation by Car1sT brought ta 
the convinced and condemned Sinner. 


"The awful Things evhich have hitherto been ſaid, intend- 
ed, not to grieve, but to belp. F. 1. After ſome Re- 
flection on the Pleaſure with which a Miniſter of the 
. Goſpel may deliver the Mefſage with <which be is 
charged, F. 2. and ſome Reaſons for the Repetition E: 
what is in Speculation ſo generally knozwn, & 3. The 
. Author proceeds briefly to declare the Subflance of theſs _ 
glad Tidings; wiz. That GOD, hawing in his Infinite 

_ Compaſſion ſent his Son to die for Sinners, is now re- 
concileable thro? Him: F. 4.—6. So that the moſt 
heinous Tranſereſſions ſhall be entirely pardoned to 

| Believers, and they made compleatly and eternally 
. happy. F. 7, 8. The Sinner's Reflection on this good 


cab. 


Goſpel, and where ever it is cordially re- 
ceived, it is the glorious Effect of it, to fill the Heart 
with Sentiments of Love; to teach us to abhor all unne- 
ceſſaty Rigour and Severity, and to delight not in the 
| Grief, but in the Hoppineh of our Fellow- Creatures. 1 
takes Pleaſure in the Diſtreſs which appears even in .* 
Brute; much leſs in that of a Human Mind; and eſpe- 
cially, in ſuch Dißreſi as the Thoughts I have been pro- 
[neg mutt give, if there be any due Attention to their? 

eight and Energy. I have often felt a tender Regret,” | 
while: 1 have been repreſenting theſe Things; and I 
could have sz from mine Heart, that it had not been 
nnn: n neeeſſary 


5. 1. V dear Reader! It is the great Defign of the 


can hardly apprehend, how he can be a Chriſtian, who: . 


The News of Salvation publiſbed. Ch. 8, 


70 
wth to have placed them in ſo ſevere and ſo painful 
a Light, But now I am addreſſing myſelf to a Part of 
my Work, which I undertake with unutterab'e Pleaſure; 
. and to that, which indeed I had in View, in all thoſe 
av/ful Things which I have already been laying before 
you. TI have been ſhewing you, that, if you-hitherto 
have lived in a State of Impenitence and Sin, you are 
condemned by God's righteous Judgment, and have in 
yourfelf- no Spring of Hope, and no Poſſibility of Deli- 
verance. But I mean not, to leave you under this {ad 
Apprehenſion, to lie down and die in Deſpair, compla in- 
ing of that cruel Zeal, which has tormented you before 
tne Time (a). gs 
F. 2. Alis, O thou dejected Soal, that art prof- 
trate in the Duſt before Gop, and trembling under the 
Terror of His Righteous Sentence; for I am commil- 
fioned to tell thee, that tho' thou haſt deſtrored thy/elf, in 
GOD 7s thine Help (b). I bring thee good Tidings of great 
Jo (c), which delight mine own Heart, while I proclaim 
them, and will I hope reach, and revive thine; even the 
Tidings of Salvation, by the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
the REDEEMER. And I give it thee, for thy greater Se- 
curity, in the Words of a gracious and forgiving God, 
that He is in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, 
and not imputing to them their Treſpaſs d). | 
9. 3. Tuis is the beſt News that ever was heard, the 
moit important Meſſage which Gop ever ſent to his 
Creatures: And tho' I doubt not at all, but living, as 
you have done, in a Chriſtian Country, you have heard 
it often, perhaps a Thouſand and a Thouſand Times; I 
will, with. all Simplicity and Plainneſs, repeat it to you 
again. and repeat it as if you had never heard it before. 
thou, O Sinner, ſhouldſt now for the firſt Time feel 
it, then will it be as 4 New Ge/pel unto thee, tho! ſo 
familiar to thine Ear; nor ſhall it be grievous for me to 
| Jpeak what is ſo common, fince to you it is ſafe and ne- 
ceſſary (e). They who are moſt deeply and intimately 
acquainted with it, inſtead of being cloyed and fatiated, 
wil hear it with diſtinguiſhed Pleaſure; and as for thoſe 
| who have hitherto {lighted it, I am ſure they had Need 
* Hog „ 
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IS © | (a) Matt. vili. 29. (b) Hoſ. iii, "Y (c) Luke 3770, 
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Ch. 8. GOD has ſent his Son to die for Sinners, 7 


W to hear it again. 
ne one Soul at leaſt may read theſe Lines, who hath 


never been clearly and fully inſtructed in this im portant 
Doctrine, tho? his everlaſting All depends on knowing 
and receiving it. 
one ſhall not have it to plead at the Bar of Gop, that tho 


Chriſt appea 


Nor is it abſolutely impoſſible; that 


I will therefore take Care, that ſuch a 


he lived in a Chriſtian Coantry, he was never plainly and 
faithfully taught the Doctrine of Salvatiin by JESsus 
Cuxisr, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, by Whom 
alone wwe come unto the Father (f). g 

9. 4. I po therefore teſtify unto you this Day, that 
the holy and gracious M:jeſty of Heaven and Earth, fore- 
ſeeing the fatal Apeſtacy into which the whole Human 
Race would fall, did nit determine to deal in a Way of 
ſrict and rigorous Severity with us, ſo as to confign us 
over to univer/al Ruin and inevitable Damnation : But 
on the contrary, he determined to enter into a Treaty of 
Peace and Reconciliation, and to publiſh to all, whom the 
Goſpel ſhould reach, the expr:/5 Offers of Life and Glory, 


ina certain Method, which his Infinite Wiſdom judged 
| ſuitable to the Purity of his Nature, and the Honour of 


his Government. This Method was indeed a moſt aſto- 
niſhing one, which, familiar as it is to our Thoughts ang. 


great Amazement. 
ipto the World, e Brightneſs of his Glory, and the en- 


Perfections and Honours, to be not merely a Teacher 


crifice for the Sins of Men; and would conſent to his fay- 
ing them, on no other Condition but this, that he ſhould 
not only labour, but die in the Cauſe. as 


F. 5. *AccornDINGLY, at ſuch a Period of Time as 


- 


ne et Men: could inflict, he voluntarily /abmitted him-" 
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our 'Tongues, I cannot recolle& and mention withou&.- - 
He determined to ſend His own Son. BY 


preſs Image of his Per ſon (g), Partaker of his own * ' 1 || 


Righteouſneſs, and a Meſſenger of Grace, but alſo a Sa. _ 


Infinite Wiſdom ſaw moſt convenient; the Lord Feſus 
red in Human Fleſh ; and after he had gene 
- thro”. ancefſant, and long continued Fatigues, and bornes+ 
e Injuries, which the Ingratitude and Ma- 


. ever-the Death of be Croſs (h); and havss WB 
vg been deltwertd.for our Offences, was raiſed again for 
8 3 1 83 | ; 3 * ' our. - 22 A 
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0 e Sufferengs that Chriff endured Ch. 8. 


eur Tuſlification (i). After his Reſurrection, he continu- 
ed long enough on Earth to give his Followers moſt con- 
vincing Evidences of it, and then aſcended into Heaven 
in their Sight (k); and ſent down his Spirit from thence 
upon his Apoſiles, to enable them, in the moit perſuaſive 
and authoritative Manner, to preach the Goſpel (I): And 
he my geek it in Charge to them, and to thoſe who in 
every Age ſucceed them in this Part of their Office, that 
it ſhould. be publiſhed 70 0 9 85 (m]; that all 


who believe in it may be fav | Virtue of its abiding 
Energy, and the immutable Per and Grace of its Di- 


vine Author, who is the ſame-Tefterday, To day, and for ö 

Ever (n). | add 

F. 6. Tu is Ge do J therefore now preach, and pro- un, 

claim ants thee, O Reader, with the ſincereſt Deſire, that to. 

| thro! Divine Grace, it may this very Day be Salvation to Jul 

thy Soul (o). Know therefore, and conſider it, whoſoever R. 

thou art, that as ſurely as theſe Words are now before N. 

+, thine Eyes, ſo ſure it is, that the Incarnate Son of Gov w] 

was made a Spectacle to the World, and to Angels, and to M 

9 Men (p); his Back torn with Scourges, his Head with an 
Wl - Thorns, his Limbs ſtretched out as on a Rack, and nailed . 
do the accurſed Tree; and in this miſerable Condition he m 
was hung by his Hands and his Feet, as an Object of pub- is 

1 lick Infamy and Contempt. Thus did he die, in the 4 
Meidſt of all the Taunts and Inſults of his cruel Enemies, as 
= »ho thirſted faghis Blood; and, which was the ſaddeſt h 
= Circumſtance of Ill, in the Midſt of theſe Agonies with / 
= which he cloſedithe moſt innocent, perfect, and uſeful e 
Lie chat was ever ſpent upon Earth, he bad hot thoſe t 
Supports of. the Divine Preſence, which ſinful Men have by 
alten experienced, when they have been ſuffering for the y 

.* Teſtimony of their Conſcience: They have often burſt ; 
dut into Tranſports of Joy and Songs of Praiſe, while 7 
their Executioners have been glutting their helliſh Malice, E 
and more than ſavage Barbarity, by making their Tor- t 
ments artificially grievous ; but the crucified Feſus cried ** 
out, in the Diſtreſs of his ſpotleſs and holy Soul, My b 
GOD, my GOD, why ba thou forſaken me (d)? k 
VV 
3 „ 4 | | 4 

4 


ee. (k) A0 l. %. (ij Ne 
© 3x 40) We i. 15. (9) Heb xii 8. (a Lak i 


1, 8. 


3 Ch 8. were deſigned to atone for Sin. 73 
con- F. 7. Loox upon our dear Redeemer! Look up to 
aden this mournful, dreadful, yet in one View, delightful 
ence SpeQtacle ; and then aſk thine own Heart, Do 1 believe 
afive that Zeſus ſufferel and died thus? And why did he ſuf- 
And fer and die? Let me anſwer in Gop's own Words, He 
0 in aof wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he avas bruiſed for 
that our Iniquities, and the Chaſtiſement of our Peace <vas 
t all upon him, that by his Stripes ave might be healed - It 
ding pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and to put him to Grief, 
Di- aohen he made his Soul an Offering for Sin; for the Lord 
ar laid on him the Iniquity of us all (r). So that ] may 

addreſs you in the Words of the Apoſtle, Be it inown i 
pro- unto you therefore, that through this Man is preached un- ” | 
that to you the Forgiveneſs of Sins (s); as it was his C ommand le »<Y 
n to jaſt after he roſe from the Dead, that Repentance and A 
ever Remiſfion of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name unto all ; 
fore Nations, beginning at Feruſalem (t); the very Place, 6: 
30D where his Blood had ſo lately been ſhed in ſuch a cruel 
a to Manner. I do therefore telify to you, in the Words of 71 
with another inſpired Writer, that Cbriſ was made Sin, that 1 
led , a Sin Offering, for us,” tho" he knew no Sin, that d 4 
n he might be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD in him (u); that ny 1 
dub - is, that thro' the Righteouſneſs he Has fulfilled, and the 1 
the . Atonement he has made, we might be accepted by Go 8 
ies, as righteous, and be not only pardoned but received into A 
deit his Favour. To you is the Ward Fer his Salvation * a 
vith ſent (x); and to you, O Reader, argythe Bleſſings of it $6 
eful even now offered by Gop ; /incere/ "Wed ; ſo that, af- ' - i 
noſe ter all that I have ſaid under ths former Heads, it is not 
ave your having broken the, La of Gap, that ſhall prove 
the your Ruin, if you do notalls reject his Goſpel. s 
urſt not all thoſe Legions of Sins which riſè up mm Buttle Ar- 7 
hile Tay againſt yo, that ſhall be able to deſtroy you, if DB- 
ice, belief do not lead them on, and final Impeniteuq do not 1 
or. bring ip the Rear I know, that Guilt is a thmorous | WM 
20K 3 3 
40. N + ** * | 453. e ? IT . A 
bh * "5, 6, 10. G) Ach xiii. 38. (t) Luke:xziv. a , «i 


yt 2 ' * 21. (*] Ads ii. 26. () John iii, 35. 


74 M oſeever believes, ſhall be ſavd. Ch.8, 


no Condemnation, no Kind or Degree of it, to them, to 
any one of them, auho are in Christ 7, who <valk 
not after the Fleſh, but afier the Spirit (a). . You have 
indeed been a very great Sinner, and your Offences have 
truly been attended with moſt heinous Aggravations ; ne- 
vertheleſs you may rejoice in the Aſſurance, that av/ere 
Sin hath abounded, there Gall Grace much mom a. 
bound (b ; that auhere Sin hath reigned unto Death, 
where jt has had its moſt unlimited Sway, and moſt unte- 
filled Trium ph, there Hall Righteouſneſs reign to Eternal 
Life thro) Feſus Chriſt our Lee . That Righteouſneſs, 
& .to which on believing in him thou wilt be intitled, ſhail 
not only break thoſe Chains; by which Sin is ſas it were) 
dragging thee at its Chariot Wheels with a furious Pace 
to Eternal Ruin; but it ſhall clothe thee with the Robes 
. of Salvation, ſhall fix the on a Throne of Glory, where 
thou ſhalt live and reign. for ever among the Princes of 


Heaven; ſhalt reign in immortal Beauty and Joy, with. | 


out ore remaining Scar of Divine Diſpleaſure upon thee ; 
without any ſing!e Mark, by which it eould be known, 


that thou hadſt ever been obnoxious to Wrath and a 


Anthem of Praiſe, to e Lanb 
3 waſhed thee from thy &fns in his 


ſe Gore: ; Except it be 
that was Hain, and 
$207 Blood (d). 
$ 8. Nox 1s it neceſſary. i in order to thy being releaſ- 

ed from Guilt, and intitled to this high and complcat 
Felicity, that thou ſhouldſt, before thou wilt venture to 
apply to foes bring any good Works of thine own to re · 
commend thee to bis Acceptance, It is indeed true, that 
if thy Faith be ſincere, it will certainly produce them: 
"But 1 have the Authority of the Word of Goo to tell 
"thee, that if thou this Day ſincerely Belieweſ in the 
Name of the Sen 760 D, thou ſhalt 2 Day be taken 
under his Care, and be numbered among thoſe of 7s 
Sbeep, to whom, he. hath graciouſly declared, that bz 
al give Eternal Life, and that they all never pe- 


16 8 Thou baſt no Need Nor d to ſay, ho feall 


up into Heaven, or aubo ſhall deſetnd $f Deep for 
. 7 For the Word i. nigh thee, in thy Meath, and in 


an Heart (). With this Joyful Meſſage Weave 9350 
| VI. 


* N Rom. yi Pi. 1. .(d) Rom, v. 25. (e) Rom. v. 21. 
* Ln x. 28. 2 


h. 8, 
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h. 8. The Sinner's Reflection en this good News, 78 


n 


mn, to ich this Faithful Saying, indeed auorthy of all Accepta- | 
<va/k ion (2) ; with this Gepe, O Sinner, which is my Life | 
| have Mind which, if thou dolt not reject it, will be -h too. 1 
; have ll ' "þ 
* ne- ? i 
were The Sinner's REFLECTION on this good Nexvs. * 
Q, 4 2 SW TW 1 
Yeath, CN H my Soul, how aſtoniſhing is the Meſſage, 9 
unre- () which thou haſt this Day received! 1 haye in- if 
erna! deed often heard it before; and it is grown fo common al 
1ſneſs, to me, that the Surprize is not ſenſible. But reflect, bk 
ſhall „ Oh my Soul, what is it thou haſt heard; and ſay, @ 
were) * whether the Name of the Saviour, whoſe Meiſrge I 4 
Pace «-ijt is, may not well be called Wpnderful, Counſellor (h), Hf 
Robes when He diſplays before thee /uch Wonders of Lowe, 1 
vhere * and propoſes to thee /ach Counſels Peace! I 
ces or e hgBleſſed Jeſus, is it indeed thus! Is it not the Fi- - 
with - tion of the Human Mind ? Surely it is not! What Hu- iN 
thee ; „man Mind could have invented or conceived it? Is t 
own, a plain, certain Fact, that Thou didſt leave the Mag- 4 
nd a ( nificance and Joy of the Heavenly World, in Compaſ- 4 
Lamb * Fon to ſuch a Wretch as 1! Oh hag Thou, From that 2 
in %] Height of Dignity and Felicity, only looked down | 
| «. uponme for a Moment, and ſent ſome gracious Word ® _ 

eleaſ- % to me for my Direction and Comfort, even by the 
p!cat «* leaſt of Thy Servants, juſtly might I have proftrated _ *, 
Ire to «myſelf in grateful Admiration, and have kiſſed rhe 
tO re» 2 Very Fool ſteps of him, that publiſhed the Salvation (i). 
that But did Thou condeſcend to be Thyſelf the Meſſenn "l 
nem: ger! What Grace had that been, tho Thou hadft but tf 
o tell '* once in Perſon made the Declaration, and immedliatel7/ 28 
1 the returned back to the Throne, from whence Divine i 
aken * Compaſſion brought Thee down! But this is not all the. 
f his „Triumph of Thine illuſtrious Grace. It not- onlx 
at he brought Thee down to Earth, but kept Thee here, in "8 
a * a frail and wretched "Tabernacle, for long ſucceſſtye 
all “ Years: nd at length, it colt I hee thy Life, and MI 
þ tor “ ſtretch ee ouf as a Malefactor upon the Croſs, afk 
d in ter Tho t borne Inſult and Cruelty, which it may uf 
hee; ea sc my Heart ſo much as to think of. Ant BY 
with . ; . thus | 


thn 15. (h) Ia. iz. 6. (5) Ila, Ii. 7. 


76 The Sinner”s Reflection en this good News. Ch. 8 


„Which I would fain call my C "briſian Foy, be as th: 
4 fooliſh Laughter, with which J have been ſo madly is 
„ ©* chanted; /ike the crackling Blaze of Thorns under a 
Pos (p) / Oh teach me to ſecure this mighty Bleſſing, 


Th 


* thus Thou haſt atoned injur'd Juſtice, and redceme 
„ me to GOD with thine own Blecd (k). 

% What ſhall-I fay? Lord, I believe; help Thou mint 
« Unbelief (1)! It ſeems to put Faith to the Stretch u 
«© admit, what it indeed exceeds the utmoſt Stretch of 
Imagination to conceive. Bleſſed, for ever bleſfed be 
% Thy Name, O Thou Father of Mercies, that Thou 
1 haſt contrived the Way! Eternal Thanks to the Lani 
«© that was Hain, and to that kind Providence that en 
«© the Word of this Salvation to me! Oh let me not, for 
«6 Ten Thouſands Worlds, receive the Grace of GOD in 
«« wain(m)! Oh impreſs this Goſpel upon my Soul, til 
its ſaving Virtue be diffuſed over every Faculty! Le 
«« 1t not only be heard, and acknowledged, and profefl 
ed, but feit! Make it Thy Power to my eternal Salva: 
«© tion (n); and raiſe me to that humble tender Graii 
N oe. to that active unwearied Zeal in Thy Service, 
„ which becomes one M whom /o much is forgiven (0) 
«© and forgiven upon ſuch Terms as thele ! 

fe I feel a ſudden Glow in mine Heart, while theſe 
« Tidings are ſounding in mine Ears: But Oh, let it not 
„be a flight ſuperficial Tranſport! Oh let not this 


* 


«+ this glorious Hope, in the Method which Thou hat 


appointed! and preſerve me from miſtaking the Foy f Wl J. 

% Nature, while it catches a Glimpſe of its Reſcue fran ” 

„Deſtruttion, for that Con/ent of Grace, which em- ¶ one 

* braces and inſures the Deliverance !” May 
, «c 

(k) Rev. v. . (J) Mark ix. 24. (m) 2 Cor. vi. 1. % | 


r4 (n) Rom. A 5 (0) Luke vii. 47 (p) Eccleſ. Vit. 6, 
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Oh. 3h. 9. The Sinner enguiring what he Hall do, 71 1 
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4 4% Enquiry into the Way of Salvation by Chrift being 


12 fran 
ch em- 


ul, til | 
Le ſuppoſed, F. 1. De Sinner is in general directed to Re- 
proſeſſ pentance and Faith, F. 2. and urged to give up all Self- 
Falus- Dependance, F. 3. and ts ſeek Salvation by Free 
Grati Grace. F. 4. A Summary of more particular Direc- 
zervice, tions is propoſed: F. 5. (1.) That the Sinner ſhould ap- 
en (o), ply to Chrift, F. 6. with deep Abhorrence of his for- 

& ener Sins, F. 7. and a firm Reſolution of for ſaking them, 
> theſe $. 8. (2.) That he ſolemnly commit his Soul into ibe 
t it not Hands of Chriſt, the great vital Act of Faith, F. gs 
t this, .avhjch is exemplified at large. F. 10. (3.) That be 
as that mate it in Fad the governing Care of bis future Life © 
dly in. to obey and imitate Chriſt. F. 11. This the only Method! 
under 0 -of obtaining Gaſpel- Salvation. F. 12. The Sinner deli-- 1 
lefling, berating on the Expediency of accepting it. _— 
ou hat ln N A 
fo 4 5.1. F NOW confider you, my dear Reader, as com ; 


* ing to me with the Enquiry, which the Fews 
once addreſſed to our Lord; What fall aue do, that aue 
may æuor the Works of GOD (a)? ** What Method ſhall | 
* 1 take, to ſecure that Redemption and Salvation, which 
* I am told Cyriſ has procured for his People?“ 1 
would anſwer it as ſeriouſly, and carefully as poſſibly ? as + 
one that knows, of what Importance it is to you to be 
righeh informed; and that knows alſo, how flrialy he is 
oo anlwerttd:Gop, for the Sincerity and Care with which * 7 | 
de Reply is made. May I be enabled to e as his, 


oe, that is, in ſuch a Manner, as faithfully 'to' echo 
. $$. 2. And, |, 


4 


. EE 
” age” ares EG. 
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backe ig tlie Sacred Oracles teach! 
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2 * MI Self. Dependante muſt be given u, Ch.g, x 


F. 2. And here, that I may be ſure to follow the ſafeit " 
Guides, and the faireſt Examples, I muſt preach Salva- ; . 
tion to you, in the Way of Repentance toward GOD, by 
and of Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt (e): That good 0 
old Doctrine, which the Apoſtles and nh and which 
no Man can pretend to change, but at the Peril of his 1 
own Soul, and of theirs who attend to him. 
$5 3. 4 8UPPOsE, that you are, by this Time, con- 9 
vinced of your Guilt and Condemnation, and of your own C 
Inability to recover yourſelf. Let me nevertheleſs urge Je 
you, to feel that Convifion yet more deeply, and to im- a 
preſs it with yet greater Weight upon your Soul; that you. p 
have andone yenrſelf, and that in your/elf is not your Help a 
found (d). Be perſuaded therefore, expreſsly, and ſolemn- 1; 
ly, and ſincerely, to give up a/l Sell Dependance ; which, " 
if you do not guard againſt it, will be ready to return ſe: h 
 cretly, before it is obſerved, and will lead you to tent: a 
building up what you haves ju/! been deftroying. - t 
F. 4. Be aſſured, that if ever you are ſaved, you muſt p 
afcrive that Salvation entirely to the Free Grace of GOD. 1. 
1, guilty and miſerable as you are, you are not only ac- 1 
__  - cepted, but crow ned, you mult ay Avon your Crown with ſ 
| all humble Acknowledgement before the Throne (ce). No ilk + 
Flas mult glory in bis Breſence z but he that glorieth, 1 
muſt glory in the Lord: For of him are awe in Chrift . + 
2 fas, I of GOD is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righte- 4 
= ho net. and San#ification, and Redemption (f). And you 
mutt be ſenſible, you are in ſuch a State, as having none 
of theſe in yourſeif, to need them in another. You mult 
therefore be ſenſible, chat you are ignorant and guilty, _- 
. polluted and inflaved ; or, as our Lord expreſſes it, with 
|. "regard to ſome who were under a. Chriſtian Profeſon, 
that as a Sinner, you, are auretched, and rale. and 
poor, and blind, and naked Ig). 
85. IF theſe Views be deeply impreſſed upon your 
Mind, you will be prepared to receive what I am now 
to fay, Hear therefore in a few Words your Duty, 1 ur 
mer: and your Safety; which conſiſts in this, 15 A 
„ you muſt apply to 6.452 with a 1 e 
: 4 our former Sins, and a firm Reſolution bf 
| f | 5 "0 8 
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Ch. 9. and Chrift atone be ſought to. 756 | 


% them; forming that Reſolution in the Strength of His 
Grace, and fixing your Dependance on Him, for your 
„Acceptance with Gop, even while you are purpoſing 
© to do your very beſt, and when you have actually done 
* the beſt you ever will do in Conſequence of that Pur- 
*« pole.” | 
& 6. Tux firſt and moſt important Advice that I can 
give you in preſent Circumſtances, is, that you look o 
Chriſt, and apply yourſelf to him. And here, /ay not in 
your Heart, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, to bring bim 
doaun to me (h)? or who ſhall raiſer me up thither, to 
- preſent me before Him? The bleſſed Ze/us, by whone - 
all Things conſiſ (i), by whom the whole Syſtem of them 
is ſupported, forgotten as he is by moiſt that bear his 
Name,“ zs not far from any f us (k) Nor could he 
have promiſed to have been, aohere ever Two or Thres. , 
are met together in his Name (|), but in Conſequence of. 
thoſe truly Divine Perfectious by which he is every where 
preſent, Would you therefore, O Sinner, deſire to be 
ſaved? Go to the Saviour. Would you deſire to be de- 
livered? Look to that great Deliverer: And tho' you; , 
\ ſhould be ſo overwhelmed with Guilt, and Shame, and if 
Fear, and Horror, that you ſhould be incapable of ſpeak- 
ing to him, fall down in this ſpeechleſs Confuſion at his 
Feet; and behold him, as the Lamb of G O D, that taketh 
away the Sin of the World (m). REES »- 
9. 7. BegoLD him therefore with an attentive Eye, 
and ſay, Whether the Sight does not touch, and even 
melt thy very Heart! Doſt thou not feel, what a fooliſh, ; I 
and what a wretched Creature thou haſt been; that for 0 
the Sake of ſuch low and fordid-Gratifications and Inter- 
elts, as thoſe which thou haſt been purſuing, thou ſhouldft 
thus kill the Prince of Life (v]? Behold the deep Wopnd's, + 
which he bore for thee. Look*'on bim aubom thou haſt | 
pierced,” and ſurely thou muſt mourn (o), unleſs thine + if 
Heart pe hardened into Stone. Which of thy paſt Sins, 
Dea reflect ap 
die, thus to, have injured my Saviqpr, and (9 
e expoſed the Son n to ſuch Suffering s? 
_—..  E2. e 
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Every Sin muſt be forſaken, Ch. g. 


And what future Temptations can ariſe ſo conſiderable, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſay, “ For the Sake of this, 1 will 
<* crucify my Lord again (p)? Sinner, thou muſt repent ; 
thou muſt repent of every Sin; and mult forſake it: But 
if thou doeſt it to any Purpoſe, 1 well know it muſt be 
as at the Foot of the Croſs. Thou muſt ſacrifice every 
Luſt, even the deareſt ;" tho it ſhould be like 4 Right 
Hand, or a Right Eye (q): And therefore, that thou 
mayeſt, if poſſible, be animated to it, I have led thee to 
that Altar, on which Chriſt bim/eff was ſacrificed for 
bee, an Offering of a feaveet-ſmelling Sawour (r). Thou 


pit | muſt yield 10 thyſelf to GOD, as Ce alive from the 


. Dead (s) : And therefore 1 have ſhewed thee at what a 
Price he purchaſed thee; for tou avaſt not redeemed with 


cCorruptible Things, as Silver and Gold, but with the pre- 


| cons Blood of the Son of GOD, that Lamb without Ble- 


| | ll 2n1/Þ and without Spot (t). And now I would aſk thee, as 
before the Lord, What does thine own Heart ſay to it ? 


Art thou orieved for thy former Offences? Art thou wil- 


| i [ ling to forſake thy Sins? Art thou willing to become the 


| chearful, thankful Servant of him, who hath purebaſed 


il hee feb his au Blood? 


F. 8. I WIL I ſuppoſe ſuch a Parpaſe as this riſing in 


cine Heart. How determinate it is, and how eff-&tual 


it may be, I know not: What different Views may riſe 
hereafter, or how ſoon the preſent Senſe may wear off. 
But this I aſſuredly know, that thou wilt never ſee Rea- 
ſon to change theſe Views; for however thou mayeſt al- 
ter, the-Lord Jeſus Chrift is the ſame Yefterday, To day, 
I a4 for Ever (u). And the Reaſons, that now recom- 
mend Repentance and Faith as fit and as neceſſary, will 
continue invariable, as long as the Perfections of the Bleſ- 


{ed' Gop are the ſame, and as long as his Son continues 


| the ſame. 
F. 9. Dur while you have theſe Views and the/e Pur- 


ii poſes, I muſt remind you, that 2518 is not all which is ne- 
geſſary to your Salvation. You muſt not only purpoſes,” 


but as God gives Opportunity, you mult ac, as.tholg-. 


who are convinced of the Evil of Sin, and of hea x | 


1 My and Excellence of Holineſs. And that you, may 


(p) Heb. vi. 6. (q) Mart, v. 29, 30. 


4 
* 
— * 
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Ch. 9. and the Soul committed to Chriſt. St 


enabled to do ſo in other Inſtances, you mult in the firſt 
Place, and as the firſt great York of GOD, (as our Lord 
himſelf calls it,) be/zeve in him auhom GOD bath ſent (xl: 

You muſt confide in him; ** muſt commit your Soul in- 
* to the Hands of Crit, to be ſaved by him in his 
* own appointed Method of Salvation.“ This is be 
great Ad of ſaving Faith; and I pray Gop, that you 
may experimentally know what it means; ſo as to be able 
to ſay, with the Apoſite Paul, in the near Views of Death 
iflelf, I Anoxw <vhom I Hawe believed, and am perſuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed to 
him until that Day (y); that great deciſive Day, which, 


I would urge you ; and Oh tvat J could be ſo happy as. 
to engage you to it, while I am illuſtrating it in this, and 
the following Addreſſes] Be aſſured, you muſt not apply 
. yourſelves immediately to GOD, as abſolutely or in him- 

ſelf conſidered, in the Neglect of a Mediator, It will 
neither be accept: ble to yan, nor ſafe for you, to ruſh in- 
to his Preſence, without any Regard to his own Son, 
whom he hath appointed to introduce Sinners to him. 
And if you come otherwiſe, you come as one who is not 
@ Sinner, The very Manner of preſenting the Addreſs 
will be interpreted as a Denial of that Guilt, with which 
he knows you are chargeable ; And therefore he will not 
admit you, nor ſo much as look upon you. And accord- 
ingly, our Lord, knowing how much every. Man living 
was concerned in this, ſays in the moſt. univerſal Terms ; 

No Man cometh unto the Father but by me (2). % 
gp. 10. AyPPLy therefore to this glorious. Seer 


Blood which he ſhed upon the Croſs, and in the Wound 
which he received there. Go to him, O Sinner, this 
Day, this Moment, with all thy Sins about thee? Go 
juſi as thou art; for if thou wilt never apply; to him 


2 and holy at all; nor canſt be ſo on this Suppo- 
Fo Ag there were ſome Way of being ſo without 
A ig then, there would be no Occaſion for: 8 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, It; were indee 


- "i 
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amiable (as he will appear to every believing\Eye) in che 
{till thou art firſt righteous and holy, thou wilt never ba 


* 6 15 ould be ſaid, that ſick Man ſhould defer h- 33 
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if we are Chriſtians, we have always 1 in View. To this | 
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#2 The Languoge of one ſubmitting to Chriſt; Chi, q,. 


Application to a Phyſician, till his Health is recovercd. 
Let me therefore repeat it without Offence, Go to him j»// 
2 thou art, and ſay, (Oh that thou mayſt this Moment 
be enabled to ſay it from thy very Soul!) Bleſſed Ze/e:, 
] am ſurely one of the moſt ſinful, and one of the moſt 
1 miſerable Creatures, that ever fell proſtrate before 
% Thee: Nevertheleſs J come, becauſe I have heard that 
«© Thou didſt once ſay, Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you Ref (a). | 
come, becauſe I have beard, I hou didit gracijoufly ſay, 
«© Him that cometh unto me, I will in no <viſe caſt out (b). 
O thou Prince of Peace, O thou King of Glory, 1 
am a condemned miſerable Sinner. I have ruined my 
own Soul, and am condemned for ever, if Thou doit 
not help me, and ſave me. | have broken thy Fa- 
ther's Law, and thine, for Thou art one ght him (c). 
I have deſerved Condemnation and Wrath ; and I am, 
even at this very Moment, under a Sentence of ever- 
-< laſting Deſtruction: A Deſtruction, which will be ag- 


6 


* 46 


3 


Fhce, O then bleeding Lamb ef GOD: For I can- 
__ ** not, and will not diſſemble it before thee, that I have 
_  ** wronged Thee, moſt baſely and ungratefully wrong- 
ed Thee, under the Character of a Saviour, as well as 
of a Lord. But now, I am willing to ſpbmit to 
pee; and I have brought my poor trembling Soul, 
to lodge it in Thine Hands, if Thou wilt condeſcend 
do receive it; and if Thou doſt not, it mult periſh. 
O Lord, I lie at thy Feet: Stretch out thy Golden 
, © Sceptre, that 1 may live (d) Vea, F it pleaſe the 
King, let the Life of my Soul be given me at my Peli- 
lion (e)! I have no Treaſure, wherewith to purchaſe 
„it: I have no Equivalent to give thee for it; But if 
that compaſſionate Heart of thine can find a Pleaſure 


in ſaving one of the moſt diſtreſſed Creatures under 
WH © © Heaven, that Pleaſure thou mayſt here find. O 


Lord, I have fooliſhly attempted to be mine own, Sa- 


% Thee. On Thee, bleged Zeſus, who art ſure and fell 
| 1 5 2 4 


: 


25 - ? (a) Matt. xi. 28, (b) John vi. 37. (c) Joby x 3% 1 | 


% gravated by all the Contempt which I have caſt upon 


„ Liour; but it will not do. I am ſenſible the Attempt 
js vain; and therefore I give it over, and Toot-wnto 


faf's 


a. 
— 
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Ch. 9. The Life muſt be anſiberable tout. $2 
« faſt, do I deſire to fx my Anchor, On Thee, as the 
only ſure Foundation, would I build my eternal Hopes. 
„ To thy Teaching, O Thou unerring Prophet of: the 
© Lord, would I ſubmit: Be thy Doctrines ever ſo my- 
« ſterious, it is enough for me, that Thou thy ſelf hay? 
© /aid it. To thine: Atonement, Obedience, and Inter- 
„ ceſſion, O Thou holy and evsr- acceptable High- Priqt, 
« would I truſt. And to thy Government, O Thou 
« exalted Sovereign, would J yield a willing, delightful 
Subjection: In Token of Reverence and Love, I 4 
the Sen f); I kiſs the Ground before his Feet. I ad- 
mit thee, O my Saviour, and welcome thee with un- 
utterzble Joy, to the Throne in my Heart. Aſcend 
it, and reign there for ever! Subdue mine Enemies, 
O Lord, for they are thine; and make me thy faith- 
ful, and zealous Servant; faithful to Death, and zea- 
** lous to Eternity!“ 
F. 11. Sucn as this muſt be the. Language of your 
very Heart before the Lord. But then remember, that 
in Conſcquence hereof it muſt be the Language of .your i 
| Life. too, The unmeaning Words of the Lips would be 
a vain Mockery. The moſt affectionate Tranſport. of the 
Paſſions, ſhould it be tranſient and ineffectual, would be 
but like a Blaze of Straw, preſented inſtead of Incenſe at 
his Altar. With ſach Humility, with .ſuch Love, with 8 
ſuch cordial Self-Dedication and Submiſſion of Sonl, mult * | 
thou often proſtrate thyſelf, in the Preſence of Chrift ; and 
then thou muſt go away, and keep him in thy Views 
muſt go away, and live unto Gop thro' hin ry - 
godlineſs and worldly Luſts, and behaving thyſelf en 
righteouſly, and godly, in this vain inſnaring World (g). 
You muli make it your Care, to ſhew your Love by Obe- -1il8 
dence; by forming yourſelf as much as poſſible, accord- 
ing to the Temper and Manner of Jeſus, in whom you = 
believe: You muſt make it the great Point of your Am- 
-  bition, (and a nobler View you. eannot entertain,) to be 
n eng mage . of Chriſt ; that ſo far as Circumſtances i 
mill allgy, even thoſe who have heard and read-but little # 
beim, way, by obſerving. you, in ſome Meaſure ſee 
be wand know what Kind of a Life that of the Bleſſed T efus 1 
And l this muſt be your conſtant Care, your pro- li 
FPS. 1 IIULTitz ii, 42 ** 2 1 
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poſtate Creatures. 
inkreat you, ſeriouſly. to confider it; and let your own 


De Sinner deliberating en the Expediency of” falling in 


— —— — 
— — — — 


. This he only Way of Salvation. Ch. 9, 


im, whitherſoever he leads you; miſt follow? with 4 
Croſi on your Shoulder, when he commands you to 74/5 
it up (h); and ſo muſt be faithful even unto Death, ex- 
petting the Crown of Life (i). 
$. 12. Tuis, ſo far as I have been able to learn Tron 
the Word of Goo, is the Way to Safety and Glory; the 
ſureſt, the only Way you can take. I's , Way, which 


every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt has trod, and is tread- 


ing; and the Way, to which, as he tenders the Salvation 
of his own Soul, he muſt direct others. 
would not alter it, in Fayour of ourſelyes, or of our dear- 
eſt Friends, It is the Way, in which alone, ſo far as we 
can judge, it becomes the Bleſſed GOD to ſave his A. 
And therefore, Reader, I beſeech and 


Conſcience anſwer, as in the Preſence of Gop, whether 
But know, 


* evith this Method of Salvation, 
«« FNONSIDER, O my Soul, what Anſwer wilt 


"66 4 thou return to ſuch Propoſals as theſe! Surely, 


4 if 1 were to ſpeak the firſt Dictate of this corrupt and 
4 degenerate Heart, it would be, 'This is a hard Saying, 
« and who can bear it ()? To be thus humbled, thus 
mortified, thus ſubjefted! To tate /uch a Tote. upon 
me, and to carry it as long as I live! To give up 
« every darling Luſt, tho' dear to me as a Right Eye, 


W| ** and ſeemingly neceſſary as a Right Hand! To ſubmit, 
„ dot only my Life, but my Heart, to the Command 


and Diſcipline of another! To have a Maſter there, 


and ſuch a Maſter, as will: controul many of its £a- N 

vourite Affections, and direct them quite into another 

Channel! 4 Maſter, who himſelf repreſents His ? 
1 99 f C6 mayds, | | 
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We cannot, we 


Ch. 9. The Stoner deliFerating what to do. 85 


«© mands$, by taking up the Croſs and following Hin“ 
& To #dhere to the ſtricteſt Rules of Godline/s and Sobre 


« oy, of Righteouſneſs and Truth; not departing from 
them, in any allowed Inſtance, great or ſmall, upon 

any Temptation, for any Advantage, to eſcape any 
* Inconyentence and Evil, no, not even for the Preſer- 
« vation of Life itſelf; but, upon a proper Call of Pro- 


« yidence, to act as if I hated even my own Life (m) 


Lord, it is hard to Fleſh and Blood: And yet I per- 


% ceive and feel, there is ove Demand yet harder than 


"I g 

With all theſe Precautions, with all theſe Mortifi- 
“ cations, the Pride of my Nature would find ſome in- 
* ward Recourſe of Pleaſure, might I but ſecretly think, 
* that I had been my oxvn Savidur 3 that my own Wi 
dom, and my own Refolution, had broken the Bands 
% and Chains of the Enemy; and that I had drawn out 
« of my own Treaſures; the Price with which my Re- 


* demption was purchaſed. But malt I lie down before 


another, as guilty and condemned, as weak and help- 
“ ſgeſs ? And mult the Obligation be mu'tiplied, and muſt 
* Mediator have His Share too? Muſt I go zo the 


* Cres for my Salvation, and ſeek my Glory from the 


** Infamy of that? Muſt I be ſtrip'd of every pleaſing 
** Pretence to Righteouſneſs, and ſtand in this Reſpe& 


upon a Level with the vileſt of Men? aud at the Bar 
'* amonpſt the greateſt Criminials, pleading guilty with 


them, and ſecking Deliverance by that very At of 
Grace, whereby they have obtained it? 1 
I dare not deliberately ſay, This Method is unrea- 
* ſonable. My Conſcience teſtifies, that l have ſinned, 
* and cannot be jaſtiſied before-Gop, as an innocent, 
and obedient Creature. My Conſcience tells me, that 


* fit, a convicted Criminal ſhoald be brought upon his 


1 Knees: That a captive Rebel ſhould give up the Wea- 


pons of his Rebellion, and bow before his Sovereign, 
I WW he expect his Liſe, Yea, my Reaſon, as yell as. 
n Conſcience, tells me, that it is fit and neceſſary, 
*-thatif J am ſaved at all, I ſhould be ſaved from the 


Power and Love of Sin, as well as from the Condem- 


ne 9 x | A by , be "X G SLE Y N 
3 E 5 3 
_ bg 4 "Mm . 15 | E 


bes 


22 


all theſe humbling Circumſtances are ſit: That it is 
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8 The Sinner deliberating what 10 do. Ch. 9. Cl 


nation of it; and that if Sovereign Mercy gives me a 

New Life, after having deſerved Eternal Death, it is 
moſt fit, I ſhould ye/d myſelf to GOD, as alive from lh 
*© the Dead (n). But, Oh awretched Man that J am, I 3 
feel a Law in my Members, that wwars againſ? 8. 
Law of my Mind (o), and oppoſes the Conviction o 

my Reaſon and Conſcience, Vo Hall deliver me 
from this Bondage? Who ſhall make me willing to do 
that, which I know in my own Soul to be moſt expe- 
dient? O Lord, ſubdue my Heart, and let it not be 
drawn ſo ſtrongly one Way, while the nobler Powers 
«© off my Mind would direct it another! Conquer every 
* licentious Principle within, that it may be my Joy to 
be ſo wiſely governed, and reſtrained ! Eſpecially, ſub- 
«© due my Pride, that Lordly Corruption, which ſo ill 
e ſuits an impoveriſhed and a condemned Creature; that 
Thy Way of Salvation may be amiable to me, in Pro- 
portion to the Degree in which it is humbling ! I feel 

a Diſpoſition to /inger in Sodom, but Oh be merciful to 

me, and pull me out of it (p), before the Storms of 


«c 


40 
«c 
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Thy flaming Vengeance fall, and there be no- more 
Eſcaping !” 


(un) Rom, vi, 13. (o) Rom, vii. 23, 24, (p) Gen, xix, 16. 
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Ch. 10. Convictians frequently wear . 
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The Sinner ſeriouſly urged and intreated to 


accept of Salvation in this Way. 


Since many coe have been impreſſed ⁊vithb theſe Things, 
\ ſuffer the Impreſſion to wear off in vain, F. 1. Strong- 


ty as the Caſe ſpeaks for itſelf, Sinners are to be intreat- 


ed to accept this Salvation. F.2.: Accordingly the Rea- 
der is intreated, (1.) By the Majeſly and Mercy of 
GOD: F. 3. (2:) By the dying Lowe of our Lord Fe 


fus Chriſt: S. 4. (3.) By the Regard due to Felloww- 
Creatures: F. 5. (4.) By the Worth of his own In- 


mortal Soul. F. 6. The Matter is ſolemnly left” avith * 


the Reader, as before GO D, F. 7. The Sinner yield- 


ing to theſe Intreatirs, and declaring his Acceptance ac 


Salvation by Chriſt. 


801. H Us far have I often known Convictions 

and Impteſſions to ariſe, (if 1 might judge 

by the ſtrongeſt Appearances,) which after all have W ð72 »* 

Some unhappy | Circumſtance of NN 

Temptation, ever join'd by the inward ReluQance of an 

unſanctified Heart to this holy and humbling Scheme of 
Redemption, has been the Ruin of Multitudes. And hre“ 


oft again. 


the Deceitfulneſ5 of Sin, they have bcen hardened (a), till 
they ſeem to have bèeen utterly deſtrayed, and that. avith- 
out Remedy (b). And theretore, O thou immortal Crea- 


ture, who art now reading theſe Lines, 1 beſeech. theg, 
that while Affairs are in this critical Situation; while 


there are theſe Balancings of Mind, between accepting 


and rejecting that. glorious Goſpel, which, in the Inte- 
| rity of my Heart, 1 have now been laying before you, 
2 D 


1 A a, 


a) Heb; ii, 13. by Prov.*xxix, 1. 
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88 The Sinner intreated, in GOD's Name: Ch, 70. 


ou would once more give me an attentive Audience, 
- while T plead in Gop's B.half, (ſhall I ſay ?) or rather 
in your own ;, while as an Embaſſador fron Chrift, and 
- as though GOD did beſeech yau by me, I pray you in 
Chriſt's Stead, that you would be reconciled to G O D ( 
and would not, after theſe Awakenipgs and theſe Enqu 
ries, by a Madneſs which it will ſurely be the doleſul 


Buſineſs of a miſerable Eternity to lament, reject 11 


compaſſionate Counſel of GOD toarards you. 


$. 2: Onx wou'd indeed imagine; these ſhould be no 


Need of Importunity here. One would conclude, that 
as ſoon as periſhing Sinners are told, that an offended Gop 
is ready to be reconciled ; that he offers them a full Par- 
don for all their aggravated Sins; yea, that he is willing 
to adopt them into his Family now, that he may at 
length admit them to his Heavenly Preſence; all ſhou'd 
with the utmoſt Readineſs and Pleaſure embrace ſo kind 
fon Meſſage, and fall at his Feet in ſpeechleſs Tranſports of 
Aſtoniſhment, Gratitude, and Foy. But alas, we find it 
much otherwiſe. We ſee Multitudes quite unmoved, and 
the Impreſſions which are made on many more, are fee— 
ble and tranſient. Leſt it ſhould be thus with you, O 

"Reader, let me urge the Meſſage with which I have the 
Honour to be charged: Let me intreat you to be reconcil- 


ed ta GOD, and to accept of Pardon and Salvation in 


the Way in which it is ſo freely offered to you. 

. 3. I 1NTREAT you, by the Majch of that 
«© GOD, in whole Name I come ;** whoſe Voice fills 
all Heaven with Reverence and Obedience. He ſpeaks 
not in vain, to Legtons of Angels; but it there could be 


any Contention among thoſe bleſſed Spirits, it would be, 
who ſhould be firſt ro execute his Commands. O let 


him not {peak i in. vajn.to a wretched Mortal]! I intieat 
you, by the Terrors of his Wrath,” who could ſpeak to 
you in Thunder; who could, by one ſingle Act of his 
Wil, cut off this precarious Life of yours, and ſend you 
Gown to Hell. I beſeech you © by His Mercies, by His 


% tender Mercies,” by the Bowels of his Compaſſion, 


- which ſtill yearn over yon; as thoſe of a Pate over a 


dear Son, over à Fender Child, whom notwithſtanding F 
this er ee Rebellions, be age 7 ans 1 
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% Lowe of our dying Saviour. 


Ch. 10. By the Love of a dying Redoemer ? 89 
fill (d). I beſeech and intreat you, “ by all this pater- 


% val Goodneſs,” that you do not (as it were) compel him 


to loſe the Character of the gentle Parent, in that of the 
righteous Judge; ſo that (as He threatens with Regard to 
thoſe whom He had juſt called his Sons and his Baugh. 
'ters,) a Fire ſhould be kindled in his Anger, which ſhould 
buyn unto the loweſt Hell (e). 
. I BEsEECH you farther, „by the Name and 
J beleech you, by all 
the Condeſcenſion of His Incarnation ; by that Poverty, 
to which He voluntarily ſubmitted, that you might be in- 
riched with Eternal Treaſures (f); by all the gracious 
Invitations which he gave, which ſtil! ſound in his Word, 


and ftill coming (as it were) warm from his Heart, are 
I beleech | 
you, by all his glorious Works of Power and of Won- 


feveeter than Honey, or the Heney Comb (8). 


der, which were alſo Works of Love. I u beſeech you, 


by che Memory of the moſt benevolent Perſon, and the 


moſt generous Friend. I beſeech you, by the Memory 
of what he ſuffered, as well as of what he faid and did; 


by the Apony which he endured in the Garden, when his 


Body was covered with a Dew of Blood (h). I beſeech 
you, by all that tender Diſtreſs which he felt, when his 
deareſt Friends for/ook him and fled (i), and his Blood- 


thirſty Enemies dragged him away, like the meaneſt of 


Slaves, and like the vileſt of Criminals. I beſeech you, 
by the Blows and Bruiſes, by the Stripes and Laſhes, 


which this injured Sovereign endured while in their rebel- 1 
lious Hands; by the Shame of Spitting, from which Ve. 
bid not that kind and venerable Countenance (k). I be-. 

ſeech you, by ι Purple Robe, the Sceptre of Reed, and 


the Crown of Thorns, which this King of Glory ewore, 


that he might / us among the Princes of Heaven (1). 
 Þheſecch Ly by the heavy Burthen of the Croſs, un- 

der which he panted, and toiled, and fainted, in the pain- _ | 
ful Way to Golgetha (m), that he might free us from the f 


Burthen of our Sins. I befeech you, by the Remegrs 
rance of thoſe rude Nail, that tore the Veins and Ar- 
ies, ad Nerves and Tendons of his Sacred Hands and 
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90 By all that Chrift did and ſuſfered Ch. 10. 


Feet ;” and by that invincible, that triumphant Goodneſs, 

which while the Iron pierced his Fleſh, engaged him to 

cry out, Father, forgive them, for they know not what 

they do (n). I beſeech you, by the unutterable Anguiſh 
which he bore, when /ifted up upon the Croſs, and extend-gy 

ed there as on a Rack, for Six painful Hours, that you 

open your Heart to thoſe attractive Influences, which have 

drawn to him Thouſands and Ten Thouſands (o). I 

beſeech you, by all that Inſult and Deriſion, which the 

Lord of Glory bore there (p); by that parching Tir, 

which could hardly obtain the Relief of Vinegar (q); by 

that doleful Cry, ſo aſtoniſhing in the Mouth of he only 

Begotten of the Father, My GOD, my G OD, why haſt 

thou forſaken me (r)? I beſeech you, by the Grace that 

| ſubdued and pardoned a dying Maleſactor (s); by that Com- 

piſſion for Sinners, by that Compaſſion for you, which 

=. wrought in his Heart, long as its vital Motion continued, 

and which ended not when Ye boxwed his Head, ſaying 1! 

is fried, and gave up the Ghoſt (t). I beſeech you, by 

the Triumphs of that Reſurrection, by which he was de- 
clared to be the Son of GOD with Poaber, by the Spirit of 

Helineſs which wrought to accompliſh it (u); by that gra- 

£10us Tenderneſs which attempered all thoſe Triumphs, 

When he ſaid to her out of whom he had caſt Seven De- 

vil, concerning his Diſcipies who had treated him ſo 
baſely, Go, teil my Brethren, I aſcend unto my Father and 

your Father, unto my GOD and your GOD (x). I be- 

ſeech you, by that Condeſcenſion, with which he ſaid to 

Thomas, when his Unbelief had made ſuch an unreaſon- 

able Demand, Reach hither thy Finger, and behold my 

Hands, and reach hither thine Hand, and phy it to my 

Side; and be not faithleſs, but believing (y). I beſeech 
you, by that generous and faithful Care of his People, 
which he carried up with him to the Regions of Glory, 

and which engaged him to ſend down his Spgrit, in that 

rich Profuſion of miraculous Gifts, to ſpread the Progreſs 

of his ſaving Word (z), I beſcech you, by that Voice 

of Sympathy and Power,. with which. he /aid e, 
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I Ch. 10. By the Regard that is due to others 9 


while injuring his Church, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me (a) ? by that generous Goodneſs, which ſpared 
that proſtrate Enemy, when he lay trembling at his Feet, 
and raiſed him to ſo high a Dignity; as to be not inferior 
to the very chiefeft Apoſtles (b). I beſeech you, by the 
Memory of all that Chri/? hath already done, by the Ex- 
peQation of all he will farther do for his People. I be- 
ſeech you, at once, by the Sceptre of his Grace, and by 
tt Sword of his Juſtice, with which all his incorrigible 
Enemies ſhall be Vain before him (e), that you do not tri- 
fle away theſe precious Moments, while his Spirit is thus 
breathing upon you ; that you do not loſe an Opportuni- 
ty which may never return, and on the Improvement of 
which your Eternity depends, 
9. 5. I BESEECH you, by all the Boavels of Com- 
„ faſſion which you owe to the faithful Minifters of 
© Chrift;” who are fludying and labouring, preaching .. 
and praying, wearing out their Time, exhauſting their = 
Strength, and, very probably, ſhortening their Lives, for 
the Salvation of your Soul, and of Souls like yours. I 
beſeech you, by the Affection, with which all that loue 
our Lord Feſus,Chriſt in Sincerity, long to ſee you brought 
back to him. TI beſeech you, by the Friendſhip of the 
Living, and by the Memory of the Dead; by the Ruin 
of thoſe who have trifled away their Days, and are pe- 
riſhed in their Sins, and by the Happineſs of thoſe who 
have embraced the Goſpel, and are ſaved by it. I be- 
ſeech you, by the great Ex pectation of that important 
Day, when the Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Hea- 
ven (d); by the Terrors of a diffolving World (e); by be 
the Sound of the Arch-AngePs Trumpet (f), and of that 
infinitely more awful Sentence, Come, ye Bleſſed, and De- gl 
part, ge Curſed, with which that Grand Solemnity ſhall. 
oe (g). ; | 7 
J. 6. I pz5zECH you, finally, “ by your oxun precious. 
and immortal Soul;” by the ſure Proſpect of a dying 
Bed, or of a ſudden Surprize into the Inviſible State; 
and as you would feel one Sparkle of Comfort, in your + | 
Geparting Spirit, when hear Fleſb and jour Heart. are 
r : Failing; \;i 
een (bye Por Ali. 11. (e) Luke A. 2705 ll 
e 2 Theſſ. i. „ e) 2 Pat. ii. 10. (f) 1 Theſl. iv 1 "ih 
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2 And by the Worth of his own Soul. * Ch, 19 


failing. I beſeech you, by your own Perſonal Appear. 
ance before the Tribunal of Chriſt, (for a Perſonal Ap. 
pearance it muſt be, even to them who now fit on” Throne; 
of their own ;) by all the Tranſports of the Bleſſed, and 
by all the Agonies of the Damned, the one or the other 
of which muſt be your everlaſting Portion. I affection- 
ately intreat and beſeech you, in the Strength of all theſz 
united Conficerations, as you will anſwer it to me, who 
may in that Day te ſummoned to teſtify againit you; 
and, which is unſpeakably more, as you will anſwer it 
to your own Conſcience, as you will anſwer it to the 
Eternal Judge; that you diſmiſs not theſe Thoughts, 
theſe Meditations, and theſe Cares, till you have brought 
Matters to a happy Iflue; till you have made a Reſolute 
Choice of Chriſt, and his appointed Way of Salvation, 
*and till you have ſolemnly devoted yourſelf to Gop in 
the Bonds of an Everlaſting Covenant. 
9. 7. Anp'thus I leave the Matter before you, and be- 
fore the Lord. I have told you my Errand ; I have diſ- 
charged my Embaſſy. Stronger Arguments I cannot ule; 
more endearing and more awful Conſiderations I cannot 
Auggeſt. Chuſe therefore, whether you: will go out (as it 
were) clothed in Sackcloth, to caſt yourſelf at the Feet of 
him who now ſends you theſe equitable and gracious 
"Terms of Peace and Pardon ; or, whether you will-hold 
it out, till he appears Sword in Hand, to reckon with. 
vou for your Treaſons and your Crimes, and for this neg- 
lected Embaſſy among the reſt of them. Pain would I 
hope the beſt; nor can I believe, that i Labour of 
Love ſhall be ſo entirely unſucceſsful, that not one Soul 
Hhall be brought to the Foot of Chriſt, in cordial Sub- 
mitton and humble Faith. Take æuith you therefore 
Words, and turn unto the Lord (h); and Oh that thoſe 
which follow might, in Effect at leaſt, be the genuine 
Language of every one that reads them, | 


We Sinner yielding to theſe Inteaties,, aud declaring his 
It Acceptance of Salvation by Chriſt.” | 
2 B SSED Lord, It is enough! It is too much! 
oy Surely there needs not this Variety of Arguments, 
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Ch. 10. The Sinnor yielding to thefe Inireaties. 93 


this Importunity of Perſuaſion, to court me to be 
« happy, to prevail upon me to accept of Pardon, of 
« Life, of Eternal Glory, Compaſhonate Saviour, my 
© Soul is ſubdued ; ſo that I truſt, the Language of Thy 
«-Grief is become that of my Penitence, and I may ſay, 
% My Heart is melted like Wax ia the Mid of my Bow- 

« els (i). | | 

OO gracious Redeemer? I have already neglected 
* Thee too long. I have too often injured Thee; have |, 
% crucified thee afreſb by my Guilt and Impenitence, as 
„if I had taken Pleaſure in putting Thee to an open 
% Shame (k). But my Heart now bows itſelf before 
Thee, in humble unſeigned Submiſſion, I defire to 
* make no Terms with 'I hee but theſe, that. I may 
be entirely Thine. I chcartully preſent Thee with a 
* Blank, intreating Thee, that Thou wilt do me the 
“Honour to ſignify npon it, what is thy Pleaſure, 
“Teach me, O Lord, awhat thou wouldft haue me to 
“ For I deſire to l:arn the Leſſon, and to learn it 
that I may practiſe it. If it be more than my feeble 
Powers can anſwer, Thou wilt, I hope, give me more 
strength; and in that Strength I will ſerve Thee. Oh 
* receive a Soul, which Thou haſt made willing to be 
“ Thine! | 

No more, O Bleſſed Fe/us, no more is it neceſſary 
eto be/eech and intreat me. Permit me rather to ad- 
* dreſs myſelf to Thee, with all the Importunity of a 
** periſhing Sinner, that, at length, ſees and knows, 
* there is Salvation in no other (1) + Permit me now, 
Lord, to come, and throw myſelf at thy Feet, like a 
* helpleſs Outcaſt, that has no Shelter but in Thy gene- 
rous Compaſſion ! like one purſued by the Avenger of 
* Blood, and ſeeking earneſtly an Admittance 7nro the 
* City of Refuge (m) ! : 

I wait for the Lord, my Soul. doth avait; and in 
* Thy. Word do 1 hope (n), that Thou wilt receive me 
gracigufly (o). My Soul confides in Thy Goodneſs, 
and adores it. I adore the Patience, which has borne 
with me ſo long; and the Grace that now makes me 
d beattily willing to be Thine ; to be Thine on Thine 
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"94 De Sinner willing to accept of Chriſt. Ch. 19, 


Lord, for thy Servant for Good (p); that I may fil 


own Terms, 'Fhine on any Terms. Oh ſecure thi 
treacherous Heart to Thyſelf! Oh unite me to Thee 
in ſuch inſeparable Bonds, that none of the Allure 
ments of Fleſh and Blood, none of the Vanities of an 
inſnaring World, none of the Solicitations of finfal 
Campanions, may draw me back from Thee, and 
plunge me into new Guilt and Ruin! Be Surety, 0 


keep my Hold on Thee, and ſo on Eternal Life; til 
at length I know more fully, by joyful and everlalt 


ing Experience, how compleat a Saviour Thou art! | | 
Amen.” | 
(p) Pſa], exix. 122. Un: 


h. 19 


Cl. n. 4 purting Addreſs to the hardened Sinner,” N 
ure tit 5 | 
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ite; A Solemn Addreſs to thoſe, who will not be 
4 perſuaded to fall in with the Deſign of the ® 
du ary! 


Goſpel. 


Univerſal Succeſs not to be extected: d. 1. Vet, as un- 
willing abſolutely to give up any, the Author addreſſes, 
(.) To thoſe who doubt of the Truth of Chriftianity, |. 
urging an Enquiry into its Evidences, and directing te 
proper Methods for that Purpoſe. F. 2,—4. (2) fa: | 
thoſe cube determine to give it up evithout further Exn- | 
mination, F. 5. and preſume to ſet themſelves to appoſe 

it. F. 6. (3) To thoſe abb ſpeculatively afſent 49 , 
Chriſtianity as true, and yet will fit down without ey. >. 
practical Regard to its moſt important and acknowledg-' * MM 

ed Truths, Such are diſmiſſed with a Repreſentatiqn . | 
of the Abſurdity of their Conduct on their own Prin- 
ciples; F. 7, 8. wwith a ſolemn Warning of its fatal 

* Conſequences; F. 9, 10. and à compaſſionate Prayer, 

introduced F. It. which concludes the Chapter, aal 

this Part of the Wark. SF - 72 1 


4 


| ; > 4 1 

9 1 WOULD humbly hope, that the preceding 
I Chapters will be the Means of awakenwg.fome ' © 
ſtupid and inſenfible Sinners; the Means of .conviteing- '”, - 
them of their Need of Goſpel-Salvation, and of engage ,- 
tg. ſome cordially. to accept it. Yet, I cannot flatter | 
myſelf ſo far, as to hope this ſhould be the Caſe with re- 
-fard. to all, into. whoſe Hands this Book ſhall come. 
Whge am 7, alas, better than my. Fathers (a), or better 
thang Brethren, who have in all Ages been repeating _- 
wei eeplaint, with regard to Multitudes, that tbF “ 
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200” He is once more called 10 confider, Ch. vi 


have flretched out their Hands all Day long to à difbidi 
ent and gainſaying People (b)? Many ſuch may, perhaps 
be found, in the Number of my Readers: Ma, g 
whom, neither Conſiderations of Terror, nor of Loi, 

„ will make any deep and laſting Impreſſion : Many, who, 
as our Lord learnt by Experience to expreſs it, auben dt 
pipe to them, bill not dance, and avhen ave mourn um 
them, will not lament (c). I can ſay no more to perſuade 
them, if they make light of what I have already fail 
Here therefore we muſt part; in this Chapter I mult take 
my Leave of them; And, Oh that I could do it in ſuch 

a Manner, as to fix at parting ſome Conviction upon thei 
Hearts; that tho” I ſeem to leave them for a littſe while, 
and ſend them back to review again the former Chapters 
as thoſe in which alone they have any preſent Concern, 
they might ſoon, as it were, overtake me again, and fit 

a Suitableneſs in the remaining Part of this Diſcourſe, 

| which at preſent they cannot poſſibly find. Unhappy 
14 Creatures! I quit you, as # Phyſician quits a Patient who 
5 be loves, and is juſt about to give over as incurable: He 
returns again and again, and re- examines the ſeveral Symp- 
| tems, to obſerve whether there be not ſome one of them 
worre favourable than the reſt, which may encourage a te- 
newed Application, 


be different. This is not a Place to combat with the 


reach yet farther, and extend themſelves to Natural Re: 
_ 1 * "ys IF „ ligion, 
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Ch. I 


11. what is the Reaſm of his Unbelief, of. | 


ion, as well as Revealed, ſo that it ſhould be @ Doubt 
ich you, Whether there be ary G OD, and Providence, 


à 


d Future State, or not? As theſe Caſes are all different, 
it will be of great Importance to diſtinguſſſ the one 


1 


. bed. 


* 
* 


dm the other; that you may know, on what Prineiples 30 
build as certain, in the Examination of thble concerns + - 
g which you are yet in Doubt, But whatever theſe 


y, who, 
ven ct 
n um 


per (und: oubts are, I would farther aſk. you, ©* How long have; 
dy ali, WW they continued, and what Method have you taken to 

lt take BW get them reſolved ??” Do you imagine, that in Matters 

in ſuck WF 


ſuch Moment, it will be an allowable Caſe for you to 


on the Wife on, neglecting to enquire into the Evidence of theſe 


e while, Wings, and then plead your not being ſatisfied in that 
na pters, vidence, as an Excuſe for not acting according to them? 
once, Walt not the Principles of common Senſe aſſure you, that 
and, find 


theſe Things be true, (as when you talk of doubting 


ſcourſe, out them, you acknowledge ſt, at leaſt, poſſible the 
nlhapp! Ey,) they are of infinitely greater Importance than any - _ ;-44 
1t who the Affairs of Life, whether of Buſineſs or Pleaſure, 
le : He the Sake of which you negle& them? Why then do 


1 Symp 
of them 
ge a fe. 


du continue indolent and unconcerned, from Week to # 15 — 4 
ſeek, and from Month to Month, which probably Con- cl 
ence tells you is the Caſe ? 1 1 
J 3. Do you aſſe, Yhat Method you ſhould take 70 

You do be le? It is no hard Queſtion. Open ſyoar 

he Gol- Nes: Set yourſelf to think: Let Conſcience ſpeak ; 

f up l verily do I believe; that if it be not ſeared in an un- 

Buſineß Wimon Degree, you will find ſhrewd Forebodings of 

du to do iſe Fertainty, both of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
r rather Wd of the abſolute Neceſſity of Repentance, Faith and 4 | 


will not dlineſs, to a Life of future Felicity. If you are a 

f of the Wrſon of any Learning, you cannot but know, by what A 
is differ. Titers, and in what Treatiſes, theſe great Truths are 
are mull fended. And if you are not, you may find, in almoſt 
vith the Net and Neighbourhood, Perſons capable of in- 
fire yo! ng you in the main Evidences of Chriſtianity,” ang | 
extend. anfwering ſuch Scruples againſt it as unlearned Minde 
of the y have met with. Set yourſelf then, in the Name , 
| ops 0D, Mihſediately to conſider the Matter. If you ſtud =. 


| als e our Studies cloſe this Way; and rie no- 
ural Re- ith M2237. Py 2 a+» 
OP Matharatichs, or Poetry, or Hiſtory, or Law, ors I 
liga, which arc all comparativeh#light as a Feacher,) _..* 
1 r > 2 1 


of TW Goſpel cannot” be u forgery,” Ch. 1. 
while you neglect his. Sudy the Argument, as for un 
Life ; for much more than Life depends on it. Sce hoy 
far you are ſatisfied, and why that Satisfaction reaches nod 
* farther. Compare Evidences on both Sides. And above 

all, conſider the Deſign and Tendency of the Nav 7i/ta 
ment. See to what it would lead you, and all them that Wit v 

cordially obey it; and then ſay, whither it be not good, 
* And conſider, how ngturally its Truth is connected with Miluire 
its Goodneſs, Trace the Character and Sentiments cf it Heaſt, 
Authors, whoſe living Image (if I may be allowed the 
Expreſſion,) is - ſtill preſerved in their Writings, And 
then, aſk your own Heart, Can you think this was a eat 
Forgery; an impious cruel Forgery ? For ſuch it mut Henne 
have been, if it were a Forgery at all; a Scheme to mock Nui 
God, and to ruin Men, even the beſt of Men, ſuch a 
reverenced Conſcience, and would abide- all Extremitie Hd 
for what they apprehended to be Truth. Put the Quel- em 
tion to your own Heart, Can I in my Conſcience beliete uil 
it to be ſuch an Impoſturè? Can I look up to an Omni: 
ſcient GOD, and ſay, O Lord, Thou knoweſt, that Wouls 
„ it is in Reverence to Thee, and in Love to Truth and ic 
©. Virtue, that I reject this Book, and the Method to 

«« Happineſs here laid down ?” Trut! 

5. 4. Bur there are Difficulties in the Way. And . 
what then? Have thoſe Difficulties never been cleared? ui 

Go to the living Advocates for Chriſtianity, to thoſe Y R 
whoſe Abilities, Candor, and Piety, you have the bete 
Opinion; if your Prejudices will give you Leave to have N 
a good Opinion of any ſuch: "Tell them you Ditfficul- am 
ties: Hear their Solutions: Weigh them ſeriouſly, serer 
thoſe who know they muſt anſwer it to Gop: And while Wimpo 
Doubts continue, follow the Truth as far as it will lead , 
you, and take Heed that you do not impriſor it in Ur Vine 
righteouſneſs (d). Nothing appears more inconſiſtent and Ade, 
abſurd, than for a Man . to pretend Piſſati fac. Deter 


tion in the Evidences of the Goſpel, as a Reaſon 1 ] Y“ ſuc 


dd concerning ſuch, 


he cannot in Conſcience be a thorough Chriſtian; when 
yet at the ſame Time he violates the moſt apparent Dic: ed 
tates of Reaſon and Conſeience, and lives. in Vices col. 
demned even by the Heathens. Oh Sirg, Chri/# has judg: "irq 
and judged maß righygoullyandmo' 
Nag „ e e eee 
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5.e how 


111, The Madneſs 57 ſuch as dare to opuſe it. [07+ 3 
iſely : They do Evil, and therefore they hate the Light) 
ither come they to the Light, left their Deeds ſhould bs 


ches no ade manifeſt, and be reproved (e). But there is a Lizht, 5 
d above hat will make manifeſt and reprove their-Works, to which. 
0 Tee. ey ſhall be compelled to come, and the painful Scrutiny}. 
em that f which they ſhall be forced to abide. . 
t good, J. 5. In the mean Time, if you are determined to en- 
ed with ure no farther into the Matter now, give me Leave at 
ts of its Heaſt, from a ſincere Concern, that you may not heap · up- 
wed the n your Head more aggravated Ruin, to intreat you, that 
. And du would be cautious how you expole yourſelf to yet 
is was a {ſpreater Danger, by what you muſt. yourſelf- own to be 


neceſſary, -I-mean, Attempts to prevent others from be- 
wing the Truth of the Goſpel. Leave them, for God's - 
Sake, and for your own, in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Pleaſures, 


it muit 
o mock 


ſuch as 


remities {nd thoſe Hopes, which nothing but Chriſlianity can give 
e Queſ- em; and act not, as if you were ſolicitous to add tothe 
believe uilt of an Infidel the tenfold Damnation, which they, 
On 0 have been the Perverters and Deſtroyers of the 
eſt, that Wouls of others, muſt expect to meet, if that Goſpel 


-uth and 


which they have ſo adventurouſly oppoſed ſhall prove, 
thod to 


ps-1t certainly will, a ſerious, and to them a dreadful © 
Truth. | 


An 6. Ir I cannot prevail here, but the Pride of dif- | 
cleared? Ning a Superiority of Underſtanding ſhould bear: on ſuch 


thole d Reader, even in Oppoſition to his own favourite Max- 


the bel ins of the Innocence. of Error, and the Eguality of all 

to have ig ions conſiſtent with focial Virtue, to do his utmoſt to ; 
D:tfcul- ſample down the Goſpel with Contempt; I would how- ; * 
uſly, serer diſmiſs him with one-Propoſal, which I think the 

d while importance of the Affair may fully guflify. IF-you have 

vill lead bone with your Examination into Cariſtianity, and deter- 

in Lu. une to live and conduct yourſelf as if it were aſſuredly 

ent and alte, ſit down then, and male a Memorandum of that. 
Tati:fac- N Determination. Write it down; © On ſuch a Day of 
2n . ſuch a Year, I deliberately reſolved, that I would live 
; when “ and die rejecting Chriſtianity. myſelf, ' and doing all IL 
nt Dic. could to overthrow it. This Day I determined, not 1133 
des con- on to renounce all Subjection to, and Expectation ;/ 
as judg: I om, Jef. of : Nazareth ; but alſo to make7it a ſeri- 9 , 
nd met eus irt of che Buſineſs of my Life, to deſtroy, as fa 
wiſely : —_ N 4 ap 


g rennen * ' 
* - wy [ 4 4 - 
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x00 The dreadful Caſe of the Dei. Ch. n, 
<< as I: poſſibly can, all Regard to him in the Mind of 


< others, and to exert my molt vigorous Efforts, in the 
& Way of Reaſcning or of Ridicule, to fink the Credit 
„of his Religion, and if it be poſſible to root it out of 
„ the World; in calm ſteady Defiance of that Day, 
„ when his Followers ſay, He ſhall appear in ſo much 
<«c MMajeſty and Terror to execute the Vengeance threaten- 
«ed to his Enemies.” Dare you write this, and fign it? 
I firmly believe; that many a Man, who would be thought 
a Deift, and endeavours to increaſe the Number, would 
not. And if you in particular dare not do it, whence 
does that ſmall Remainder of Caution ariſe ? The Cauſe 
is plain. There is in your Conſcience ſome ſecret Ap: 
prehenſion, that this rejected, this oppoſed, this derided 
Goſpel may after all prove true. And if there be {uch 
an Apprehenſion, then let Conſcience do its Office, and 
convict you of the impious Madneſs of acting, as if it 
were moſt certainly and demonſtrably falſe, Let it tell you 
at large, how poſſible it i that haply you may be fourd 
fighting againſt GOD (f): That, bold as you are in dely- 
ing the Terrors of the Lord, you may poſſibly fall into 
"HY his Hands; may chance eo hear that deſpiſed Sentence, 
„Which when you hear it from the Mouth of the Eternal 
Judge, you will not be able to deſpiſe: I will repeat it 
again, in Spite of all your Scorn, you may Year te 
King ſay ro You, Depart accurſed, into Everlaſiing 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels (g). And 
now, go and pervert and barleſque the Scripture, go and 
lampoon the Character of its Heroes, and ridicule the 
ſublime Diſcourſes of its Prophets and its Apoſtles; as 
ſome have done, who have left little behind them but 
the ſhort-lived Monuments of their Ignorance, their Pro- 
ſaneneſs, and their Malice. Go and ſpread like them 
the Banners of Infidelity, and pride thyſelf in the Num- 
ber of credulous Creatures liſted under them. But take 
heed, left the in/ulted Galilean direct a ſecret Arrow to 
thine Heart, and ſtop thy licentious Breath before it 
Has finiſhed the next Sentence thou wouldſt utter againſt 
N f 2 r 
F. 7. I wilt turn myſelf from the Deiſt or the 
WH Septic, and direct my. Addreſs to #he Nenad | Chri- 
_— 7 1 . „ en 
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Ch, 11. An Addreſs to the Nominal Chriſtian. rot 


lian; if he may upon any Terms be called a Chriſtian, | 


who feels not, after all I have pleaded, a Diſpofition to 


ſubje& himſelfto the Government and the Grace of that 


Saviour, whoſe Name he bears. O Sinner, thou art 
turning away from my Lord, in whoſe Cauſe I ſpeak; 
but let me earneſtly intreat thee ſenouſly to conſider, why 


thou art turning away, and o whom thou wilt go, from 


Him, whom thou acknowledgeſt to hawe the Words of 
Eternal Life (h). You call yourſelf @ Chriſtian, and yet 
will not by any Means be perſuaded to ſeek Salvation in 
good Earneſt from and thro' Fefus Chriff, whom you call 
your Maſter and your Lord, How do you for a Moment 


F excuſe th Negligence to your own Conſcience? If I 


had urged you on any controverted Point, it might have 
altered the Caſe. If I had laboured hard to make you 
the Diſciple of any particular Party of Chriſtians, your 
Delay might have been more reaſonable : Nay, perhaps, 
your refuſing to acquieſce might have been an Act of ap- 
prehended Duty to our common Maſter, But is it Mat- 
ter of Controverſy amongſt Chriſtians, whether there be 


a great, holy, and righteous Gop ;- and whether ſuch, . | 


a Being, whom we agree to own, ſhould be reverenced 


and loved, or neglected and diſhonoured ? Is it Matter of 
Controverſy, whether a Sinner ſhould deeply and ſeriouſ. 
ly repent' of his Sins, or whether he ſhould go on in 


them? 1s it a diſputed Point amongſt us, whether- Fe/as 


became incarnate, and died upon the Croſs, for the R- 


demption of Sinners, or no? And if it be not, can it 
be diſputed by them who believe him to be the Son of 
Gop and the Saviour of Men, whether a Sinner ſhould 


| ſeek to him, or negle& him? or whether one who profeſ- 


les to be a Chriſtian, ſhould depart from Iniguity, or give 
himſelf up to the Practice of it? Are the Precepts of our 


great Maſter witten ſo obſcurely in his Word, that there |; 


mould be Room ſeriouſly to queſtion, whether he require 
a devout, holy, humble, ſpiritual, watchful, en. 


Life, or whether he allow the contrary ? Has Chri/t; a . 
ter al his Pretenſions of bringing Life and ImmH,, 
te Light, left it more uncertain than he found it, Wh 


there he any future State of Happineſs and Miſery,” on foi #151: i 
Whom theſe States are reſpectively intended? Is it a Mat- wine of 
2 3 Ps | 4 | F . * bog 75 


n John vi. 6s. 
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202 The Sinner has been. faithfully warned, Ch. 11, 
ter of Controverſy, whether Go wil, or will not, brin 


every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, | 
. uhether it be Good, or whether it be Ewil (i)? or whe: be 
ther, at the Concluſion of that Judgment, te Wickd F 2 
ſhall go away into Ewerlaſting Puniſhment, and tht uf, 
Righteous into Life Eternal (k)? You will not, 1 an I 
ſure, for very Shame pretend any Doubt about theſe by 
Things. and yet call yourſelf a Chriſtian, Why then WR /*” 
will you not be perſuaded to lay them to Heart, and to his 
act as Duty and Intereſt ſo evidently require? Oh Sinner, De 
the Cauſe is too obvious; a Cauſe indeed quite unworthy de! 
of being called a Reaſon. It is becauſe thou art blinded Te 
and beſotted with thy Vanities and thy Luſts. It is be kit 
cauſe thou halt ſome periſhing Trifle, which charms thy 1. 

Imagination and thy Senſes, ſo that it is dearer to thee | 
than GOD and Chrif, than thy own Soul and its Sal- th 
vation. *Tis in a Word, becauſe thou art ſtill under the 5 
Influence of that carnal Mindy which, whatever pious *Wi 
Forms it may ſometimes admit and pretend, 1 Emily i 
againſt GOD, and is not ſubject to the Laww of G OD, * 
neither indeed can be (1). And therefore, thou art in the W 
very Caſe of thoſe Wretches; concerning whom our Lord We 
ſaid in the Days of higgefh, Le avi! not come unto me, na 
hal ye may have Lift), and therefore ye Hall die it W. 
Jour Sins (n), AF .. - © ä +4 2 
9.8. In this, Eaſe I fee not what it can ſignify, to re- 1 
new thoſe Expoſtulations and Addreſſes, which I have WW © 
made in the former Chapters. As our bleſſed Redeemer th 
ſays, of thoſe who rejected his Goſpel, Ye have bot) WW = 
feen and hated, both me and my Father (o); ſo may | al 
truly ſay with regard to you, I have endeavourec to da 
eau you in the plaineſt and the cleareſt Words bet fi 

Chrift and the Fathe#; I have urged the Obligations you ; 
are under to both; I have laid before you your Guilt, th 
and your Condemnation; I have pointed out the on!y D 
Remedy; I have pointed out the Rock, on which ! if 
have built my own Eternal Hopes, and the Way 9 
which alone J expect Salvation. I have recommen $6 


___ thoſe T hings to you, which, if Gop gives me an Op- 


{ _-...portunity, I will with 


| _ 


4 * - 
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rneſtly and af. 
ES _  * ſeQionately 
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h. 1+, Cb. 31. yet is once more told the terrible End. 103 


„Brig ſectionately recommend to my own Children, and to all 
Thing the deareſt Friends that I have upon Earth, who may then 
> wk be near me; efleeming it the higheſt Token of my 
Wicked Friendſhip, the ſureit Proof of my Love to them.. And 
ed the if believing the Goſpel to be true, you reſolve to rejed it, 
[ an J have nothing farther to ſay, but that you muſt abide 
> theſs by the Conſequence. Yet as Moſes, when he went out 
y then from the Preſence of Pharaoh for the laſt Time, findin 
and o his Heart yet more hardened by all the Judgments and 


Sinner, Deliverances with which he had formerly been exerciſed, 

vorthy denounced upon him 60 D's paſſing thro the Land in 

Minded Terror to ſnite the Firft-born with Death, and warned 

t is bes bim of that great and lamentable Cry which the Sword. 

ms thy 1. the deflroying Angel ſhould raiſe throughout all his 

o thee Realm (p): So will J, Sinner, now when J am quitting 

ts Sal- thee, ſpeak to thee yet again, <uhether thou wilt hear, 

ler the r whether thou wilt forbear iq), and denounce that | 

- pious much more terrible Judgment, which h Sword of Di- 

Exmilſ vine Vengeance, already whetted and drawn, and bathed 

2.0 D, 8 it were in Heaven (r), is preparing againſt thee 

in the which ſhall end in @ much more doleful Cry, tho' thou 

r Lord wert greater and more obſtinate than that haughty Mos 

1% me, parch. Ves, Sinner, that I may, with the Apoltle Paul, 

die it when ?urting to others who are more like to hear me, 
Hale my Raiment, and ſay, J an pure from your Blocd (s); 

to re- I wilt once more tell you, avhat the end of theſe Things 

[ have e. And, Oh, that I could ſpeak to Purpoſe? Oh 

leemer that I could thunder in thine Ear ſuch a Peal of Terror, h 

e both as might awaken thee, and be too loud to be drown'd in 

may | All the Noiſe of carnal Mirth} or to be deaden'd by thoſe 

red to dangerous Opiates, with. which thou art contriving to 

's' beth ſiupify thy Conſcience! | > 

ns you . 9. SEEK what Amuſements and Entertainments 

Guilt, thou wilt, O Sirner, I tell thee, if thou wert equal in 

e .on!y Dignity, and Power, and Magnificence, to the great Mo- 


hich J arch of Babylon, Thy Pomp ball be brought down ts the 
Vay in Grave, and all the Sound of thy Vials; the Worm hall j 
ended . read under thee, and the Worm fall cover thee (IJ. 
m Op- Yes, Sinner, the End of theſe, Things is Death (u): 


and af- Death in its molt terrible Senſe to thee, if this continue 


u. 7. e Exod. i. 4.6. (q) Ezek. ii. 7. (r) Iſai. xxxiv. 5. 
24 8} Ads. xvitti 6+ t) Iſai, xy, 41. v) Rom, vi, 27. 


Loft A5 Caſe will be dreadful at Death, Ch. 11, 


© thy governing Temper. Thou canſt not avoid it; and, if 
it be poſſible for any Thing that I can ſay to prevent, thou 
ſhalt not forget it. Your Strength is not the Strength of 
Stones, nor is your Fleſh of Braſs (x). You are acceſſible 
to Diſeaſes, as well as others; and if ſome ſudden Acci- 
dent do not prevent it, we ſhall ſoon ſee, how heroically 
you will behave yourſelf on a dying Bed, and in the near 
Views of Eternity. You, that now deſpiſe Chriſt, and 
trifle with his Goſpel; we ſhall ſee you droop and lan- 
* guiſh ; ſhall ſee all your Reliſh for your carnal Recreati- 
ons, and your vain Companions, loit. And if perhaps 
one and another of them bolt in upon you, and is brutiſh, 
and deſperate enough to attempt to entertain a dying 
Man, with a gay Story, or a prophane Jeſt, we ſha}l ſee 
how you will reliſh it. We ſhall ſee, what Comfort you 
will have in reflecting on what is paſt, or what, Hope in 
looking forward to what is to come. Perhaps trembling 
And aſfoniſhed, you will then be enquiring in a wild'Kind 
of Confternation, ewhat you ſhould do to be ſawed; calling 
f;or the Miniſters of Chriſt, whom you now deſp ſe for 
dee Earneſtneſs with which they would labour to ſave 
Wi son; and it may be, falling. into a Delirium, or dy- 
ing Convulſions, before they can come. Or perhaps we 
„may fee you, flattering yourſelf, thro' a long lingering 
ness, that you -ſhall ſtill recover, and putting off any 
cſerious Reflection and Converſation, for Fear: It, ſhould 
oorerſet your Spirits. And the cruel Kindnefs'of Friends 
and Phyſicians, as if they were in League with Satan to 
make the Deſtruction of your Soul as ſure as Poſſible, 
may perhaps abet this fatal Deceit. 
. 10. And if any of theſe probable Caſes happen, 
that is, in ſhort, unleſs a Miracle of Grace ſnatch you 4s 
a Brand out of the Burning, when the Flames have as it 
were already taken hold of you; all theſe gloomy Cir- 
cumſtances, which paſs in the Chambers of Illneſs and 
the Bed of Death, are but the Fore-tanners ef infinitely 
DI more dreadful Things. Oh, who can deſcribe them! 
Who can imagine them! When ſurviving F riends are 
tenderly mourning over the breathleſs Corpfe and taking 
à fond Farewell of it before it is laid to conſume 5255 in 
de e ſilent Grave, into what Stn Siure 


Ch. 11. But Hill more dreadful afterwards.” 185 


II. 
id, if will thy Soul be fallen! What Scenes will open upon thy, 

thou ſeparate Spirit, even before thy deſerted Fleſh be cold, or | 
th of thy fightleſs Eye are cloſed! It ſhall then know, what 
ible it is to return to GO D to be rejected by him, as having | 
\cci. rejected his Goſpel and his Son, and deſpiſed the only 
cally Treaty of Reconciliation; and that ſuch a one, ſo amaz- 

near ingly condeſcending and gracious. . Thou ſhait know, 

and what it is to be diſowned by Chriſt, whom thou haſt re- ; 
lan- fuſed to entertain; and what it is, as: the certain and im- : 
eati mediate Conſequence of that, to be leſt in the Hands of the 
haps malignant Spirits of Hell. There will be nd more Friend- 1) 
utiſh ſhip then: None to comfort, none to alleviate thy Agony; 1 
ying and Diſtreſs: But on the contrary, all around thee la. 
| ſes bouring,. to aggravate and increaſe them. Thou ſhalt - 8 
you paſs away the intermediate Years of the ſeparate State, 
Pe in in dreadful Expectation, and bitter Outeries of Horror 
5ling and Remorſe. And then, thou ſhalt hear the Trumpet 
Kind the Arch-Angel, in whatever Cavern of that gloomy, _ 


lling brid thou art lodged. Its Sound ſhall penetrate. thy 
for fon, where, doleful and horrible as it is, thou ſhalt 

ſave ertheleſs wiſh, that thou mighteſt ſtill be allowed to 

dy- chy guilty Head, rather than ſhew it before the 

s Wwe ; "of that awful Judge, before whom Heaven and 

ring Harth are fleeing away (y). But thou muſt come forth, 

any and be reunited to a Body, now formed for ever. to en- i 
old dare Agonies, which in this mortal State would have difs' 7. þ 
N ſolved it in a Moment. You would not: be perſuaded to 
8 ume to Chrift before: You would ſtupidly,negle& him, 
ible, in Spite of Reaſon, in Spight of Conſcienge, in Spight,” 
| of all the tendereit Solicitations of the Goſpel, and the - [i 
pen, repeated Admonitions of its moſt faithful Miniſters. But 
u as ew, Sinner, you ſhall have an Interview with him; Fg '- 
7 that may be called an Interview, in which you will nt 
Cir- dare to lift up your Head to view the Face of your, tre- 
and mendaus and inexorable Judge, There at leaſt, how.diſ-, 
itely nt *ſoever the Time of our Life and the Place of gur, 
\em! Abode. may have been, there ſhall we ſee, how court ion, 
3 ly your rant” will endure, and how flrong —_— 83 


Wil ze, ehen the Lord doth this'(z). There ſhall d ſeg. 52 
er, whoever thou art that goeſt on in thine 
Wprattency, among Thouſands and ten Thouſands of - -*} 
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106 Pity now leads to pray for ſuch. Ch. 11. 
deſpairing Wretches, trembling and confounded. There 
ſhall I hear thy Cries among the reſt, rending the very. 
Heavens in vain. The Judge will riſe from his Tribu- 
nal with Maj ſtick Compoſure, and leave thee to be hur- 
Tied down to thoſe Everlaſting Burnings, to which his 
righteous, Vengeance hath doomed thee,. ' becauſe thou 
wouldit not be ſaved from them. Hell fha!l ſhut its 
Mouth upon thee for ever, and the ſad Echo of thy Groans 
and Outcries ſhall be loſt amidſt the Hallelujahs of Hea- 
ven to all that nd Mercy of the Lord in that Day. 
9. 11. Taris will moſt aſſuredly be the End of theſe 
| Things: And thou, as a Chriſtian, profeſſeſt, to know, 
and to believe it. It moves my Heart at leaſt, if it 
moves not thine. I firmly believe, that every one, who 
. himſelf obtains Salvation and Glory, will bear ſo much 
of his Saviour's Image in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in 
Zeal for Gov, and a ſteady Regard to the Happineſs: of 
the whole Creation, that he will behold this ſad Scene 
with calm Approbation, and without any painful Com- 
motion of Mind. But as yet I am Fleſfi- and Blood; 
and therefore my Bowwels are troubled, and mine Eyes 
- + often overflow with Grief, to think, that wretched Sin- 
ners will have no more Compaſſion upon their own Souls; 
to think, that in Spight of all Admonition, they will 
- »-Obſtinately run upon Anal Everlaſting Deſtrutions It 
WW © would fignify nothing here to add à Prayer, or 'a Medi- 
= zation,” for your Uſe. Poor Creature! you will not me- 
ditate! you will not pray! Yet as I have often poured 
out my Heart in Prayer over a dying Friend, when the. 
Force of his Diſtemper has rendered him incapable of 
Joining with me; ſo will I now apply myſelf to Gop 
for you, O unhappy Creature! And if you diſdain fo 
much as to read what my Compaſſion dictates; yet J 
- hope, they who have felt the Power of the Goſpel on 
their own Souls, as they cannot but pity ſuch as you, 
— with me in ſuch cordial, tho? broken Petitions, 
as” „ bY | 
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G 1 4 CPE” for the Impenitent 2 107 


1 PRAYER 71 behalf F an Impenitent dinner, is the 
* Caſe deſcribed above, 
6 LMIGHTY GOD! avith Thee all Things 
a are poſeble (a): To Thee therefore do I humbly 
apply myſelt in Behalf of this Dear Immortal Soul, 
% which thou here ſeeſt periſhing in its Sins, and har- 
« dening itſelf againſt that everlaſting Goſpel, which has 
been the Power of GOD to the Salvation of fo many 
4. 'Thouſands and Millions. Thou art Witnefs, O Blet>. 
* ſed Gop, Thou art Witneſs to the Plainnefo and 86. 
60 riquſneſs, with which the Meſſage has been delivered. 
«It is in Thy Preſence that thele awful: Words have 
«been written; and in Thy Preſence have they been 
© read. Be pleaſed therefore to record it in the Boots, 
« of Thy Remembrance, that ſo if this withed Man 
10 dieth in his Iniquity, after the Warning has been ſo 
„ plainly and fo ſolemnly given him, his Blood may not © 
be required at my Hand (b), nor at the Hand of that _| 
-®* Chriſtian Friend, whoever he is, by whom this Boe I 
. *\hag been put into his, with a ſincere Defire for the 
Salvation of his Soul. Be Witneſs, O Bleſſed Fefus, -- 
* in the Day in which Thou ſhalt judge" #hg Secrets of .\. 
all Hearts (c), that Thy Goſpel hack been pres N 
to this hardened Wretch, and Salvation by Thy iy Blood. 
hath been offered him, tho! he continue to deſpiſe ite. 
And may Thy unworthy Meſſenger be unto G OD 7 
10 1 Sawvour in Chrift, in this very Soul, even the? *: LY 
L it ſhould at laſt periſb (d) / 1 
But, Oh that, after all his Hardneſs BE” Impenic 1 
0 terice, Thou wouldſt ſtill pleaſed, by the Sovereign 
* Power of Thine efficacious Grace, to awaken and con- 
4 vert him! Well do we know, Oh Thou Lox p of uni- 
verſal Nature, that He aubo made the Soul, cat cauſe... 
«"the-Sepord of Conviion to comet pear and enter 4 en 
* it. Oh that, in Thine Infinite iſdom and Love 
Thou wouldſt find cut a Way to interpoſe, and — 
 ®-this Sinner from Death, from Eterngl P Pesth ! O 
| 2 * if * de Thy. Vlefſed Will, hon r- Þ re 
ie xix, 264 Orr en, $9. Oe 9888 2 
Geer, ii; 1 +» 


— 


18 A Prayer in behalf of Ch. 17. 
« diately do it! Thou knoweſt, O Gop, he is a dying 


«© Creature: Thou knoweſt, that if any Thing be doney | 
„ for him, it muſt be done guzick/y : Thou ſeeſt, in the 
«© Book of Thy wiſe and gracious Decrees, a Moment 


% marked, which muſt ſeal him up in an unchangeable 
«© State: Oh that Thou wouldſt lay hold on him, while 
« he is yet joined to the Living, and hath Hope (e)! 
« Thy immutable Laws in the Diſpenſation of Grace 
«« forbid, that a Soul ſhould be converted and renewed 
« after its Entrance on the Invifible World: Oh let Thy 
Sacred Spirit work, while he is yet as it were within 
«« the Sphere of His Operations! Work, O Gop, by 
« whatever Method Thou pleaſeſt ; only have Mercy 
0 upon him? O Lord, have Mercy upon him, that he 
«« fink not into thoſe Depths of Damnation and Ruin, 
on the very Brink of which, he ſo evidently appears! 
« Oh that Thou wouldit bring him, if that be neceſſary, 
and ſeem to Thee moſt expedient, into any Depths of 
«« Calamity and Diſtreſs! Oh that, with Manaſſeb, he 
«© may be taken in the Thorns, and laden with the Fet- 


« ters of Aftition, if that may but cauſe him 20 ſeek 


% theGOD of his Fathers (f)! 

But 1 preſcribe not to Thine Infinite Wiſdom. 
% Thou haſt diſplayed Thy Power in glorious and aſto- 
«© niſhing Inſtances; which 7 thank Pies that I have 
« /o circumſtantially known, and by the Knowledge of 


«© them have been fortified againſt the raſb Confidence of 


„ thoſe, who weakly and arrogantly pronounce that to 
«© be impoſſible, which is actually done. Thou haſt, I 
« know, done that by a ſingle Thought in Retirement, 
«© when the happy Man reclaimed by it hath been far 
„from Means, and far from Ordinances, which neither 
«© the moſt awful Admonitions, nor the moſt tender In- 
e treaties, nor the moſt terrible Afflictions, nor the molt. 
wonderful Deliverances had been able to affect. 

. © Glhrify Thy Name, O Lord, and glorify Thy Grace, 
& in the Method which to Thine Infinite Wiſdom ſhall 
s* ſeem moſt expedient! Only grant, I beſeech Thee, 


with all humble Submiſſion to Thy Will, that this 


« Sinner may be ſaved! or if not, that the Labour, of 
5 this Part may not be altogether in vain; but that if 
A 2 ſome 
{e) Eceleſ. . 4. [f) 2 Chro, xxxiij, 11, 12, 
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© ſome reject it to their aggravated Ruin, others may 
' hearken and live! That thoſe Thy Servants, - who 
have laboured for their Deliverance and Happineſs, 
may view them in the Regions of Glory, as the Spoils 
« which thou haſt honoured them as the Inſtruments of 
* recovering 3 and may join with them in the Hallelu- 
«'jahs of Heaven to Him, who hath lowed us, and waſhe 
* ed us from our Sins in His own Blood, and hath made 
* us of condemned Rebels, and accurſed polluted Sinners, 
« Kings and Prieſis unto GOD; 1% Him be Glory and 
« Dominion for ever and ever! Amen (g). 


(s) Rev. i. 5, 6. 


119. The Caſe of a dejefied Soul, Ch. 12; 


GH AT. AI. 


An Addreſs to a Soul fo overwhelmed with a 


x Bo Senſe of the Greatneſs of its Sins, that it 


dares-not apply itſelf to CarisT with any 


1 Hope of Salvation. 


- 


The Caſe deſcribed at large, F. 1.—4. as it frequently 

occurs. F. 5. Granting all that the Dejected Soul charges 
on itſelf, F. 6. the Invitations and Promiſes of Chriſl 

. . give Hope, F. 7. The Reader urged, under all his 
Burthens and Fears, to an humble Application to 
Him: F. 8. Which is accordingly exemplified in the 
concluding Reflection and Prayer. 

F. 1. I HAVE now. done with thoſe unflappy Crea 

92 tires who deſpiſe the Goſpel, and with thoſe 


* who negle& it. With Pleaſure do I now turn myſelf to 


.- thoſe, who will hear me with more Regard. * Among 
the various Caſes, which now preſent themſelves to my 


1 Thoughts, and demand my tender, affectionate, reſpect- 


ful Care, there is none more wotthy of Compaſſion, than 
that which I have mentioned in the Title of this Chap- 


der; none which requires a more immediate Attempt of 


Relief. 0 
. 2. Ir is very poſſible, ſome afflicted Creature may 
be ready to cry out, It is enough: Aggravate my 
Grief, and my Diſtreſs, no more. The Sentence you 
haye been ſo aw fully deſcribing, as what ſhall bg paſſ- 
ed and executed on the Impenitent aud Unbelieving, 
28 : my Sentence; and the Terrors of it are my Terrors. 
For mine Triquities are gone up unto the Heavens, and 
2 my Tranſgrefions have reached unte the Clouds 107 
5 . | ESO PH RY LO s 


Ch. 12. overwheln'd with a Senſe of its Sins, III 
« My Caſe is quite ſingular, Sure there never was {@- 
e great a Sinner as I. I have r2ceived ſo many Mercies; 
I have enjoyed ſo many Advantages, I have heard ſo 
* many Invitations ef-Goſpel Grace; and yet my Heart 
« has been ſo hard, and my Nature is ſo exceeding fin» 
« ful, and the Number and aggravating Circumſtances of 
« my Provocations have been ſuch, that 7 dare not hope. 
« Tt is enough, that Gop hath ſupported me thus long x 
* jt is enough, that after ſo many Years of Wickednels, 


« I am yet out of Hell. Every Day's Reprieve is 2 
% Mercy, at which I am aſtontſhed. I lie down, and 
% wonder, that Death and Damnation have not ſeized -: 

„ me in my Walks the Day paſt. I ariſe, and wonder, 


that my Bed hath not been my Grave; wonder, thas 
4 my Soul is not ſeparated from Fleſh, and ſurrounded 
„ with Devils and Damned Spirits, 


F. 3. © I nave indeed heard the Meſſage of Salva- 


tion; but alas, it ſeems no Meſſage of Salvation to 


% me. There are happy Souls that have Hope; and 


© their Hope. is indeed in CHriſt, and the Grace of Go 


„* ntanifeſted in him. But then they feel in their Hearts 
an Encouragement to apply to him; whereas I dare 


fear, I haye no Part, and muſt expect none. There 


are hid from me as to any perſonal Uſe. T know: 


* Chrift is able io ſave. 1 know he is vi/ling_ to fave* I 
„% ſome. But that he ſhould be willing to ſave ave; ſuen 
a polluted, ſuch a provoking Creature, as Gop knows, *4 


„and as + Conſcience knows, I have been, and to this 


„Pay am; this I know not how to believe: And che 1 
„ utmoſt that 1 can do towards believing it, is to ac- © | 


* knowledge that it is not abſolutely impolible; aud that 


* do nor yet lie down in compleat Deſpair - th? aff £ , 
* I'feem upon the very Borders of it, and ue ay +; V= | 


I « Diy and Hour to fall into it.“ 


*F: 4. Isuourp bot perhaps have entered ſo fully into : | 


this Cafe, if I had not ſeen many in it; and I will add, 
Reader, for your Encouragement, if it be your Caſe, 


feat who. are now in the Number of the moſt eſtabli- 
* „ as uſeful. Chriſtians, And L hope, Ne 
N. "A: "PR } Gaace * 


not do it. Chrift and Grate are Things, in which, EP 


are exceeding rich and precious Promiſes in the Word. 4 ; 
„of God; but they are to me as a ſealed Book,” and 


f 
| 
| 


* 4 4,9 & 
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Grace will add you to the reſt, if ou? of theſe Depths 
you be enabled to cry unte GOD (b); and tho', like 
FJonab, you may ſeem to be caft out from his Preſence, 
yet ſtill, with Jonab, you /ook towards his holy Ter- 
ple (c). 
de 8. LET it not be imagined, that it is in any Neg- 
of that Bleſſed Spix ir, whoſe Office it is to be the 
reat Comforter, that I now attempt to reaſon you out of 
|. a diſconſolate Frame: For it is as the great Source of 
Wl: Reaſon, that He deals with Rational Creatures; and it 
zs in the Uſe of Rational Means and Conſiderations, that 
He may moſt juſtly be expected to operate. Give me 
Leave therefore, to addreſs myſelf calmly to you, and 
-- to aſk. you, What Reaſon you have for all theſe paſſion- 
ate Complaints and Accuſations againſt yourſelf? What 
Reaſon have you to ſuggeſt, that your Caſe is ſingular, 
when ſo many have told -you, they have felt the | 
What Reaſon have you ta conclude ſo hardly againſt 
yourſelf, when the Goſpel ſpeaks in ſuch favourable 
erms? Or what Reaſon to imagine, that the gracious 
Things it ſays are not intended for you? You know in- 
deed more of the Corruptions of your own Heart, than 
you know. of the Hearts of others; and you make a 
Thouſand charitable Excuſes for their viſible Failings and 
Infirmities, which you make not for your own, And. 
_ it. may be, ſome of thoſe, whom you admire as emi- 
nent Saints when compared with you, are on their Part 
humbling themſelves in the Duſt as unworthy to be 
numbered amongſt the leaſt of Gop's People, and. wiſh- 
ing themſelyes like you, in whom they think they ſee 
8 own more Good, and much leſs of Evil, than in them- 
- ſelves, | | 
. 6. Bur to ſuppoſe the worſt, What if you were 
really the vileſt Sinner that ever lived upon the Face of 
the Earth? What if your Iniguities had gone up unto the 
I. Heavens every Day, and your Tranſgreſſions had reached 
unte the Claus (d); reached thither with ſuch horrid. 
Wl  Aggravations, that Earth and Heaven ſhould have had 
WW Reaſon to deteſt you, as a Monſter of Impiety ? Admit- 
urg all this, I. any Thing too hard for the Lord (e) Ate 
. | # any 
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9 (b) P@al; cxxx. 1. le) Jonah jj, 4. (8) Rev. ue 


Wretchedneſs chuſe you out from others, to make you a | 


Ch. 12. yet Chriſt encourages to come io Him. 173 


any Sins, of which a Sinner can repent, of ſo deep à | 
Dye, that the Blood of Chriſt cannot waſh them away? 
Nay, tho' it would be daring Wickedneſs and monſtrous 
Folly, for any to fin that Grace might abound (f), yet 
had you indeed raited your Account beyond all that Di- 
vine Grace has ever yet pardoned, who ſhould /imit rhe 
Holy One of Iſrael (g) or who ſhould pretend to ſay, [ 
that it was impoſſibie that Gop might for your very 


Monument of Mercy, and a Trophy of. hitherto unpa- 
rallelled Grace? The Apoſtle Paul ſtrongly intimates this 4 
to have been the Caſe, with Regard. to himſelf: And 
why might not you likewiſe, if indeed the Chief of Sinus- 
ers, obtain Mercy, that in you, as the Chief,  Feſuss.";-| 
Chrift might. ſhew forth all Long-Suffering, for a Pat 
tern to them who ſhall hereafter believe (h)? 5.3 1M 
9. 7. GLoowy as your Apprehenſtons are, I would: | 
aſk you plainly, Do you in your Conſcience think, that | 
Cbriſt is not able to ſave you? What, is He not able t f 
ſave even. to the uttermoſt, them that come unto GO | 
by him (i)? Yes, you will ſay, abundantly able to do it; 
but I dare not imagine, that He will do it. And how | 
do you know, that He will not ? He has helped the'very | 
greateſt Sinners of all that have yet applied themſelves to 
him: And he has made the Offers of Grace and Salva-: | 


tion in the moſt engaging and encouraging Terms: 1F 
any Man thirſt, let him come unto me, and drink (k): 


Let him that is athirſt, come; and whoſoever will, let 
him take of. the Water of Life freely (1); Come unto me, 

all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give _ | 
yeu Re (m]: And once more, Him that cometh unto. 
me, I avill. in-no wiſe caft out (n). True, wall you ſay, >: 8 1 
None that are given him by the Father: Could I know, . | 
J were of that Number, I could then apply chearfally. «| 
to him. But, dear Reader, let me intreat you to locks” 1 
into the Text itſelf, and ſee, whether that Limitatien b 
expreſsly added there. Do you he read, Nong of n 


» 


whom the Father hath given me, ſhall be cf REMAIN. s 
Words are in a much more encouraging Form; And 
. . _ ; - 240 


* 


N Rom. vi. 1. (g) Pſal. IXxXVIi. 41. (h) 1 Tim. 114 16. . ; 


Th pL ed. vi. 2g, -(k) ohn vil. 37, (I) Rev. , $a 7] „ 
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why ſhould you fruſtrate his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, by 
ſuch an Addition of your own Add not to his Words, 
left he reprove thee (o): Take them as they ſtand, and 
drink in the Conſolation of them. Our Lord knew in- 
to what Perplexity ſome ſerious Minds might poſſibly be 
thrown by what he had before been ſaying, All that the 
Father hath given me, ſhall come unto me; and there- 
fore, as it were on Purpole to balance it, he adds thoſe 
gracious Words, Him that cometh unto me, I will in uo 
wiſe, by no Means, on no Conſideration whatſoever, 
caſ out. 

F. 8. Ip therefore you are already diſcouraged and 
terrified at the Greatneſs of your Sins, do not add to 
their Weight and Number that one greater and worſe 
than all the reſt, a Diſtruſt of the Faithfulneſs and Grace 
of the Bleſſed Redeemer. Do not, ſo far as in you lies, 
oppoſe all the Purpoſes of his Love to you. O diftre{- 
fed Soul, whom doſt thou dread? To whom doſt thou 
tremble to approach? Is there any Thing ſo terrible, in 
à crucified Redeemer, in the Lamb that'was flain? If 
thou carrieſt thy Soul almoſt ſinking under the Burthen 
of its Guilt, to lay it down at his Feet, what doſt thou 
offer him, but the Spoil which he bled and died to reco- 
ver and poſſeſs? And did he purchaſe it ſo dearly, that 
be might reject it with Diſdain? Go to him directly, 
and fall down in his Preſence, and plead that Miſery of 
thine, which thou haſt now been pleading in a contrary 
View, as an Engagement, to your own Soul to make the 
Application, and as an Argument with the compaſſionate 
Saviour to receive you. Go, and be aſſured, that 
ewhere Sin hath abounded, there Grace fball much more 
abound (p). Be aſſured, that if one Sinner can promiſe 
himſelf a more certain Welcome than another, it is not 
© ke that is leaſt guilty and miſerable, but he that is moit 
deeply humbled before Gop under a Senſe of that Mi- 
ſery and Guilt, and lies the loweſt in the Apprehenſion 
of it. | 


! , 
. 
. 
- 


. - (0) Prov, xxx, 6, p) Rom. v. 20, | 


.RerLECTION on theſe Encouragements, —_ in an 


" 4c 


. | *fq) Ag iv. 12. 


Ch: 12. Reflection on theſs Encouragements, Ty 


humble and earneſt Application to Chriſt for 


ercy. 


46 my Soul what ſayeſt thou to theſe Things? 
66 Is there not at leaſt a Poflibility of Help from 
« Chrit? And is there a Poſſibility of Help any other 
« Way? Is any other Name given under Heaven, wwhere- 
* by we may be ſaved ? I know, there is none (q). I 
“ muſt then ſay, like e Lepers of Iſrael (r), If I fit 
« here, I periſh; and if 1 make my Application in vain; 
%, can but die. But peradventure, He may ſave my 
* Soul alive. I will therefore ari/e, and go unto Him 3 
or rather, believing Him here by his Spiritual Pre- 
„ ſence, ſinful and miſerable as I am, I will this Mo- 


«©. ment fall down on my Face before Him, and pour 
out my Soul unto Him. 


„BLESSED Jeſus, I preſent myſelf unto Thee, as a 
% wretched Creature, driven indeed by Neceſſity to do 
*© it. For ſurely were not that Neceſſity urgent and ab- 


, ſolute, I ſhould not dare for very Shame to appear in 
„ Thine Holy and Majeſtick Preſence. I am fully con! 


vinced, that my Sins and my Follies have been inex- 
cuſably great ; more than I can expreſs, more than Þ 


can conceive. - I feel a Source of Sin, in my corrupt“ 


«c 


and degenerate Nature, which pours out Iniquity, as 
a Fountain ſends out its Water, and makes me a Bur- 
then and a Terror to myſelf. Such Aggravations' 
** Preſumption, ſo much as to aſk Pardon for them. 
And yet, would it not be greater Preſumption to ſay,* | 
that they exceed Thy Mercy, and the Efficacy of 
*© Thy Blood ? to ſay, that thou haſt Power and Grace 
enough to pardon and ſaye only Sinners of a lower 
«© Order, while ſuch as I lie out of Thy Reach? Pre- 
*© ſerve me from that blaſphemous Imagination! Preſerve 


* me from that unreaſonable Suſpicion ! Lord; Thox c 


« 40 all Things, neither is there any Thought of mint" 
% Heart abithbolden from Thee (s). Thou art indeed, as 


hy Word declares, able to ſave unto the uttermaſi (t). 


« And 
. * = . 


(r) 2 Kings vii, 4 (0) Job Ali. 24 
* Heb vii. 2 * 7 * * 


have attended my Tranſgreſſions, that it looks like? 
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„ Spurn me not away, O Lord, from Thy Preſence, ' 
nor be offended when I preſume to lay hold on Thy 
Royal Robe, and ſay, that I cannot and will not let 
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(=) Pial, . 5 (x) 2 Kings i, 14, (y) Gen, il 26+ 


And therefore, breaking thro' all the Oppoſitions of 
Shame and Fear, that would keep me from-Thee, I 
come and lie down as in the Dutt before Thee. Ther 
knoweſft, O Lord, all my Sins, and all my Follies (u). 
I cannot, and 1 hope I may ſay, I would not, diſ- 
guiſe them before Thee, or ſet myſelf to find out 
plauſible Excuſes. Accuſe me, Lord, as thou plea- 
ſeſt ; and I will ingenuouſly plead guilty to all Thine 
Accuſations, I will own myſelf as great a Sinner, as 


Thou calleſt me: But I am ſtill a Sinner, that comes 


unto Thee -for Pardon. If I muſt die, it ſhall be 
ſubmitting, and owning the Juſtice of the fatal Stroke. 
If I periſh, it ſhall be, /aying hold, as it were, on the 
Horns of the Altar ; laying' myſelf down at Thy 


Foot-Stool, tho? I have been ſuch a Rebel againſt Thy 


Throne. Many have received a full Pardon there ; 


have met with Favour even beyond their Hopes. And 


are all thy Compaſſions, O bleſſed Feſus, exhauſted ? 


And wilt Thou now begin to reje&t an humble Crea- 
ture, who flies to Thee for Life, and pleads . nothing 
but Mercy and Free Grace? Have Mercy upon me, 
O moſt gracious Redeemer, hawe: Mercy upon me, 
and let my Life be precious in Thy Sight (x)! Oh do 


not reſolve to ſend me down to that State of final Mi- 


ſery and Deſpair, from which it was Thy gracious ' 


Purpoſe to deliver and ſave ſo many? 


Thee go, till my Suit is granted (y)! Oh remember, 


that my Eternity is at Stake ! Remember, O Lord, 


that all my Hopes of obtaining Eternal Happineſs, 


and avoiding eyerlaſting, . helpleſs, hopeleſs Deſtruc- 
tion, are anchored upon thee : They hang upon Thy 


Smiles, or drop at Thy Frown. Oh Have Mercy up- 


on me, for the Sake of this immortal Soul of mine! 


Or if not for the Sake of mine alone, for the Sake of 
many others, who may, on the one Hand be encou- 
raged by Thy Mercy to me, or on«the other, may be 
greatly wounded and diſcouraged by my helpleſs De- 
pair! I beſeech Thee, O Lord, for Thine own . 
3 « a 
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and for the Diſplay of Thy Father's rich and ſove- 
reign Grace; I beſeech Thee by the Blood Thou 
didit ſhed on the Croſs; I beſeech Thee by the Cove- 
nant of Grace and Peace, into which the Father did 
enter with Thee for the Salvation of believing and re- 

nting Sinners, ſave me ! Save me, O Lord, who 
earneſtly defire to repent and believe! I am indeed a 
Sinner, in whoſe final and everlaſting Deſtruction 
Thy Juſtice might be greatly glorified ; But Oh, if 


thou wilt pardon me, it will be a Monument raiſed to 


«6 


66 
cc 


© WS 


the Honour of Thy Glace, and the Efficacy of Thy 
Blood, in Proportion to the Degree in which the 
Wretch, to whom Thy Mercy is extended, was mean 
and miſerable without it. Speak, Lord, by Thy Blef- 
ſed Spirit, and baniſh my Fears ! Look unto me with 
Love and Grace in I hy Countenance, and ſay to me, 
as in the Days of Thy Fleſh 'I hou didſt to many an 
2 Supplicant, Thy Sins are forgiven thee, ge in 
eace . | 
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S HAR XIII. 


The doubting Soul more particularly affiſted 
in its Enquiries as to the Sincerity of its 
Faith and Repentance. 


Tranfient Impreſſions liable to be miſtaken for Convert fon, 


or Self-Examination. F. 2. Particular Enquiries ; 

« (1) What Views there have been of Sin? F. 3. (2) 

M bal Views there have been of Chriſt ? F. 4. as. to 
the Need the Soul has of Him; F. 5. and its Willing- 
weſs to receive him with a due Surrender of Heart to 
His Service. F. 6. Nothing ſhort of this, ſufficient. 
$.9. The Soul. ſubmitting to Divine Examination tht 
Sincerity of its Faith and Repentance; 


have been ſaid in the former Chapters, I hope it 
will be no falſe Preſumption to imagine, that ſome Reli- 
gious Impreſſions may be made on Hearis which had ne- 
ver felt them before 3 or may be revived, where they 
© have formerly grown cold and languid. Vet I am very 


Danger there is of Self-Flattery on this important Head ; 
and how neceſſary it is to caution Men, againſt too haſty 
a Concluſion that they are really converted, becauſe they 
= have felt ſome warm Emotion on their Minds, and have 
reformed the groſs Irregularities of their former Conduct. 
A Miſtake here might be infinitely fatal: It may prove 
the Occaſion of that falſe Peace, which ſhall lead a Man 
..to e himſelf in his own Heart, and to conclude him- 


Nil B DL are ſounding in his Ears, and ſie "ep 
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. ewhich æuould be a fatal Error. F. 1. General Schemes | 


J. 1. FN Conſequence of all the ſeriqus Things, whick , 


ſenſible, and I deſire that you may he ſo, how great 


- Telf ſecure, while all- the Threatnings and Cutſes of 
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directly agaiuſt him (a): While in the mean Time he 
applies to himſelf a Thouſand Promiſes, in which he has 
no Share; which may prove therefore like generous 
Wine to a Man in an high Fever, or ſtrong Opiates to 
one in a Lethargy. Ihe Stony Ground received the 
Word with Foy, and a promiſing Harveſt ſeemed to be 
ſpringing up; yet it on withered away (b), and no 
Reaper filled his Arms with it. Now that this may not 
be the Caſe with you, that all my Labours and yourszhi- 
therto 'may not be loſt, and that a vain Dream of Secu- 
rity and Happineſs may not plunge you deeper in Miſery 
and Ruin, give me Leave to lead you into a ſerious En- 
quiry into your own Heart; that ſo you may be better 
able to- judge of your Caſe, and to diſtinguiſh between 
what is at moſt being only near the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and becoming indeed a Member of it. 

F. 2. Now this depends upon the'Sincerity of your 
Faith in Chriſt, when Faith is taken in its largeſt Ex- 
tent, as explained above; that is, as comprehending Re- 
fentance, and that fleady Purpoſe of new and univerſal 
Obedience, of which, wherever it is real, Faith will af- 
ſuredly be the vital Principle. Therefore to aſſiſt you i, 
Judging of your State, give me leave to aſk you, or ra- 
ther to intreat you fo aſk yourſelf, What Views you have 
had, and now have, of Six, and of Chriſt? And what 
your future Purpoſes are, with regard to your Conduct in 
the Remainder of Life that may lie before you? I ſhall - 
not reaſon largely upon the ſeveral Particulars I ſuggeſt 
under theſe Heads, but rather refer you to your owtr 
Reading and Obſervation, to judge how agreeable” they- 
are to the Word of Gop, the great Rule, by which our! 
Characters muſt quickly be tried, and our Eternal State 
unalterably determined. by | 
9. 3. Enquire ſeriouſly, in the firſt Place, What 
Views you hade had of Sin; and what Sentiments ou 
Lave felt in your Soul with Regard to it? There was X | 
Time, when it wore a flattering Aſpect, and made-a fair 
Mchanting Appearance, ſo that all your Heart was 
charmed” with t, and it was the very Bufineſs of your _ ; 
i praftiſe it. But you have ſince been undeceived. 
. den 
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20 It ſhould enquire into it Views of Sin, Ch. 13. 


You have felt it bite like a Serpent, and fling like an 
Adder (c). You have beheld it with an Abhorrence, far 
greater than the Delight which it ever gave you. So far 
It is well. It is thus with every true Penitent, and with 
ſome I fear, who are not of that Number. Let me 
therefore enquire farther, Whence aroſe this Abhorrence ? 
Was it merely from a Principle of Self. love? Was it mere. 
ly becauſe you had been wounded by it? Was it merely 
becauſe you had thereby brought Condemnation and Ruin 
upon your own Soul? Was there no Senſe of its Detor- 
mity, of its Baſeneſs, of its Malignity, as committed 
againſt the Bleſſed Gop, conſidered as a Glorious, a 
* Bountiful, and a Merciful Being? Were you never pierc- 
ed by an Apprehenſion of its vile Ingratitade? And as 
for thoſe Pur; ↄſes which have ariſen in your Heart againſt 
it, let me beſeech you to reflect, how they have been 
formed, and how they have hitherto been executed. Have 
they been univerſal ? Have they been reſolute? And yet, 
amidſt all that Reſolution, bave they been humble ? 
When you declared War with Sin, was it with every 
Sin? And is it an irreconcileable War, which you deter- 
mine, by Divine Grace, to puſh on till you have entire- 
9 conquered it, or die in the Attempt ? And are you 
| | accordingly active in your Endeavours to ſubdue and de- 
=_ troy it ? If ſo, what are the Fruits worthy of Ref en- 
1 | zance which you bring forth (d)? It does not, I hope, 
al flow away in Floods of Grief : Have you ceaſed to do 
o.? Are you learning to do well (e) ? Dath your Re- 
formation ſhew, that you repent of your 5 or do 
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Your renewed Relapſes into Sin prove, that you . repent 
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Ch. 13. and into the Regard it bas for Chrit, 121 4 


no more, that you will hold no more Parley with it, that 


far you will never take another Step towards it? "FOI 
far . 4. PtrMIT me alſo farther to enquire, © What 
vith « your Views of Chriſt have been? What you think of 

me “ Him, and of your Concern with Him?“ Have you 
ice f been fully convinced, that there muſt be a Correſpon- 
ere. dence ſettled between him and your Soul ? And do you 
rely ſee and feel,, that you are not only to pay Him a Kind of 
Lun diſtant Homage, and tranſient Compliment, as a very 
for- wiſe, benevolent, and excellent Perſon, whoſe Name and 
itted Memory you have a Reverence for; but that, as He 
8, A lives and reigns, as he is ever near you, and always ob- 
(CIC ſerving you, ſo you muſt look to Him, muſt approach 
as Him, muſt humbly tranſact Buſineſs with Him, and 
ünſt that, Buſineſs of the higheſt Importance, on which your 
Deen Salvation depends? | 
lave J. 5. You have been brought to enquire, Wherewith 

yet, Hall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the © 
le ? mft High GOD (g)? And once perhaps you were think - 
very ing of Sacrifices, which your own Stores might have 
ter- been ſufficient to furniſh out. Are you now convinced, 
tire- they will not ſuffice ; and that you muſt have Recourſe 2 4 
you to the Lamb which GOD hath provided? Have you * 
de- had a View of Feſus, as taking away the Sin of the' ©, 
en- World (h)? as made a Sin Offering for us, tho He new 9 
ope, 10 Sin, that awe might be made the Righteouſneſs of G0 D. 
0 da in Him (i)? Have you viewed Him, as perfectly righte- 

Re- ous in Himſelf ; and deſpairing of being juſtified by any 
r do Righteouſth of your own, have you ſubmitted to the 
dent Righteouſneſs oft GOD (k)? Has your Heart ever been 

an. brought to a deep Conviction of this important Truth, 
Leal. that if ever you are ſaved at all, it muſt be h Chrift ; 
1rd that if ever Gop extend Mercy to you at all, it muſt be 
Do for his Sake 3 that if ever you'are fixed in the Temple of 
ared GOD above, you muſt ſtand there as an everlaſting Tro- 
unſt Phy of that Victory which Chriſt has gained over the. 


laid Powers of Hell, who would otherwiſe Fare triumphed⸗ 1 
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$53 + Have you furrender'd all to Cbriſt? Ch, 13. 


unto me (m). Have you /ooked to Him, as the only Sa. 
 viour ? Have you been drawn unto Him, by that ſacred 
Magnet, the attracting Influence of his dying Lone, 
Do you know what it is, to come to Chrift, as a poor, 
eueary, and heavy laden Sinner, that you may find 
Reſt n)? Do you know what it is in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
to eat the Fleſh and drink the Blood of the Son of Man (o); 
that is, to look upon Chrift crucified as the great Sup- 
port of your Soul, and to feel a Deſire after Him, ear. 

, neſt as the Appetite of Nature after its neceſſary Food! 
Have you known what it is, cordially to ſurrender your- 
ſelf. to Chrif, as a poor Creature whom Love has made 
His Property ?. Have you comm:tted your immortal Soul 
to Him, that He may purify and Tave it ; that He may 

- govern it by the Dictates of His Word, and the Influences 


; | | | of His Spirit; that He may uſe it for His Glory; that 


he may appoint it to what Exerciſe and Diſcipline he 
pleaſes, while it dwells here in Fleſh ; and that he may 
receive it at Death, and fix it among thoſe Spirits, who 
with perpetual Songs of Praiſe ſurro::nd His Throne, and 
are His Servants for ever? Have you heartily conſented 


do chis? And do you, on this Account of the Matter, 


dene your Conſent ? Do you renew it deliberately and 


4 


i £ »determinately, and feel your whole Soul, as it were fy: 


ing 4MEN, while you read this? If this be the Cat, 
then I can with great Pleaſure give yo (as it were) e 


ee, Hand of Fellouybip, and ſalute and enbrace you 
Wl |. - 23-2 fincere Diſciple of the Lord Fe/us Chrift, as one who 
is delivered from the Powers of Darkneſs, and is tra"): 


ated into, the Kingdom of the Son of GOD (p). 1 cat 


then /alute you in the Lord, as one to whom, as a Mini- 
fler of Jeſus, I am commiſſioned and charged to ſpeak 
comfortably, and to tell you, not that I abſolve you from 


"444 


| . wha for it is a ſmall Matter to be judged of Man'! 


C 
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Judgment, but that the bleſſed GOD himielf ab/o/uit! 
Joos; that you are one, to whom He hath aid in his Go 
74 5 get, and-15 continually laying, Yeur Sins ere fe 
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eq); therefore go in Peace, and take the Com ort of it. 
F. 7. But if you are a Stranger to theſe Experiences, 
dad to this Temper which I have now deſcribed, the 
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Eh. 13. Nothing ſhort of this 75 ſufficient. 
great Work is yet undone 3* you are an impenitent and 


unbelieving Sinner, and the Wrath of GOD abideth on 


you (r). However you may have been awakened and 
alarmed, whatever Reſolutions you may have formed for 
amending your Lite, - how Tight ſoever your Notions may 


be, how pure ſcever your Forms of Worſhip, how ar- 


dent ſoever your Zeal, how fcvere ſoever your Mortifica- 


tion, how humane ſoever your Temper, how inoffenſive 
ſoever your Liſe may be, I can ſpeak no Comfort to you. 


Vain are all your Religious Hopes, if there-has not been 


a cordial Humilzation before the Preſence of God for all 
your Sins; if there has not been this avowed War de- 


clared againſt every Thing diſpleaſing to God; if thete © - 
has not been this Senſe of your Necd of Chri/l, and of 
your Ruin without Him; if there has not been this ar- 


neſt Application to Him, this Surrender of your Soul in- 


to His Hands by Faith, this Renunciation of yourſeth, . 
that you might fix on Him the Anchor of your Hope ; M 


there has not been this unreſerved Dedication of yourſelf 
to be at all Times, and in all Reſpects, the faithful Servant 
of Gop through him; and if you do not with, all this 


ackngwledge, that you are an unprofitable Servant, who 
have no other Expectation of Acceptance or of Pardon, 


but only thro' His Righteouſneſs and Blood, and thro? 
the Riches of Divine Grace in Him; I repeat it again, 
that all your Hopes are vain, and you are Building on the 
Sand (s). The Houſe you have already raiſcd muſt be 
thrown down to the Ground, and the Foundation be re- 


moved and laid anew, or you and all your Hopes will 


Hhortly be ſwept away with it, and buried under it in 


Everlaſting Kuin, - >» © 


De Soul Jubmitting to divine Examination, the Sinctrity 
. ' 0 4 


of its Repentance and Faith. 


| O Loapv God, Thou fearcheft all Hearts, and 


10 


Search me, O Lord, and know my Heart ; "try mt, 
* and know 'my Thourhts; and ſee if there be any awickttl 
75 * ay in me, and bead me in tbe Hay ewerlaſting (u). 


| 12 Wo F bY Doth 
| ©) Joh li. 36, 


\# trieft the Reins of the Children of Men (t). 


Le) Matt, vi. 26. (t) Jer. Wil. 10... 
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124 The Soul ſubmits its Repentance Ch. 1g, 


«© Doth not Conſcience, O Lord, teſtify in Thy 
« Preſence, that my Repentance and Faith are ſuch as 
| „ have been deſcribed, or at leaſt that it is my earneſt 
'Þ « Prayer, that they may be ſo ? Come therefore, 0 
hl | «© Thou Bleſed Spirit, whoart the Author of all Grace 
1 % and Conſolation, and wor this Temper more fully 
in my Soul! Oh repreſent Sin to mine Eyes in all its 
«© moſt odious Colours, that I may feel a mortal and ir- 
«« reconcilable Hatred to it! Oh repreſgnt the Majesty 
«« and Mercy of the bleſſed God in lach a Manner, that 


«« my Heart may be alarmed, and that it may be melted! 70 
& OSmite the Rock, that the Waters may flow (x); Wa. 190 
*« ters of genuine, undiſſembled and filial Repentance ! * 


Con gince me, O Thou Bleſſed Spirit, of Sin, of 4 
«Righteouſneſs, and of Fudgment (y) ! Shew me, that « , 
«& have undone myſelf ; but that my Help is found in * 
„60 alone (2), in Gop tro Chriſt, in whom alone « } 
„ He will extend Contpaſſion and Help to me! Accord: Will **.; 
ing to Thy peculiar Office, take of Chrift and frewit Wk 
« unto me (a) | Shew me His Poaver to ſave! Shew me 
1% His Willingneſs to exert that Power! Teach my Faith 
, to behold Him, as extended on the Croſs, with open 
« Arms, and with a pierced bleeding Side; and ſo tell- 
« ing me in the moſt forcible Language, what Room 6 
« there is in His very Heart for me! May I know whit 
« jt is to have my whole Heart ſubdued by Love; ſo 
«© ſubdued as to be crucified with Him (b); to be dead 
„ to Sin, and dead to the World, but alive unto GOL 
& thro Feſus Chriſt (e)! In His Power and Love may! 
« confide] To Him may I without any Reſerve commit m 
& S9jrit! His Image may I bear! His Laws may I ob- 
« ſerve ! His Service may I purſue ! And may I remain, 
% thro' Time and Eternity, a Monument of the Efficac) 
«. of His Goſpel, and a Trophy of His victorious Grace! 
«© Oh Bleſſed Gop ! If there be any Thing wanting 
% towards conſtituting me a ſincere Chriſtian, diſcover t 
« to me, and work it in me! Beat down, I beſeech 
% Thee, every falſe and preſumptuous Hope, how colt- 
c ly ſoever that Building may have been which is thus 


: lain in Ruins, and how proud ſoever I may have 1 


0 


(% Pal. loi. 120, (5) Ichn xvi. 8. + (a) Hol. xii. 9 
bn wit a #3 6 C Rom, vi. 11. 
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Thy of its vain Ornaments! Let me know 

| 7 r ! the worſt 

ch 1 5 Caſe, be that Knowledge ever ſo diſtreſsful; nd K 
_ by there be remaining Danger, 'Oh let my Heart be full 
. ſenſible of it, ſenſible while yet there is Remedy! wo 
_ a - there be any ſecret Sin yet lurking in my Soul 
[- y 7 which I have not ſincerely renounced, diſcover it to 
all 1 me, and rend it out of my Heart, tho' it ſhould have 


7 — 
- 


nd ir- 10 ſhot 2 | b 
„ that « rained b it, fo that every Nerve ſhould be 
ner 4 3 bs £ the Separation ! Tear it away, O Lord 
Wa- * graciouſly ſevere! And by Degrees, y x 
Mee, Lord, by ſpeedy Ad i N N 
ance | " to M I beſeech Thee | 
_ 1 1 * 7s fall [aching in ny Faith (d) ! Kits. f 
that 8 % Jl in me all the good Pleaſure of Thy Good- ö 
ind in « "3h Iich me, O Heavenly Father, with all | 
gel 8 _ 1 Thy Spirit: Form me to the compleat | 
ccord- Wl * — Ws * y dear Son: And then, for His Sake, - | 
mr Pole Cui ir . r- 5. Ar Zn 
ew me “ for which _ 9 of Glory, |} 
Fa : i Amen - theſe Operations are intended to prepare 
fo daß BY 6) 1 The, 1 | | 
2 | « 21, 10. (e) 2 The, L. 14. (f) John xiv, 27, 23. N 
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CHAP. XIV. 


A more particular View of the ſeveral 
Branches of the CRRISTIAN TEMPER; 
by which the Reader may be farther aſſiſt 
ed, in judging what he is, and what he 
; ſhould endeavour to be. + | 


The Importance of the Caſe engages to a more particula! 
@ Survey, <vhat Manner of Spirit we are of: F. 1, 
* * HAccordinghy the Chriflian Temper is deſcribed, (I.] 5 
me general Views of it; as a Neav and Divine Ten- 
per, F. 3. Ai reſembling that of Chriſt, 5. 4. And 
- as engaging us to be 27 tually minded, and to wall 
Ey Faith. F. 5. 4 Plan of the Remainder: F. 6. it 
ewhich the Chriſtian Temper is more particularlyanf 
dered. (II.) With Regard to the Bleſſed GOD; 4 
including Fear, Affeclion, and Obedience, F. 7. Faith 
and Love to Cbriſi, F. 8, 9. Foy in Him, F. 10. 
And a proper Temper towards the Holy Spirit, parti 
»*. eularly as a Spirit of Adoption, and of Couragt 
$. 11,13. (III.) With Regard to ourſelves; 41 
including Preference of the Soul to tbe Body, Humility, . 
Purity, F. 1 5 Temperance, J. 15. Contenimen', 8, ft 
$. 16. And Patience, 5. 17. iv. With Regard i! 
our Fellow-Creatures; as including Love, 9. 18, 


| Meekhneſs, F. 19. Peaceableneſs, F. 20. Merv 


. | $. 31s 


* 
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+ N. B. This Chapter is almoſt an Abridgment of that excelient 
Book of Dr. Evans, intitled, The Chriftian Temper, ſo far as it” 
Hates to the Deſcription of it. For particular Arguments, to infor 
_ each, Part of 4bis Temper, I muſt refer the Reader to the BY 
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Ch. 14. at implying a New and Divine Temper, 127 


8. 1. 


ſatisfy myſelf in any Thing which I can ſay to Men, 
where their Eternal Intereſts are concerned. 
given you a View, I hope I may truly ſay, a juſt, as 
well as faitkfal View, of a truly Chriſtian Temper already... 
Yet-or your farther Aſſiſtance, I would offer it to your 
1 in various Points of Light, that you may 


that you may not 


$. 21. Trath, F. 22. And Candour in judging, F. 23. 
* General Qualifications of each Blacks 9 0 | 
Such as Sincerity, F. 25. Conflancy, F. 26. Tender- 
meſs, F. 27, Zeal, F. 28. And Prudence 5. 29. 
Theſe Thing fhould frequently be recollected. F. 30. 
A Review of all in a Scriptaral Prayer. | 


7 H E N I conſider the infinite Importance of 
Eternity, I find it exceedingly difficult to 


I have 


e aſhſted in judging of what you are, and of what you - 


vught to be. And in this I aim, not only at your Con- 


viction, if you are yet a Stranger to real Religion, but at 
your farther Edification, if by the Grace i 
are by this Time experimentally acquainted with it. Hap- 


py will you, be, happy beyond Expreſſion, if as you ge 


on from one Article to another, you can ſay, This is 


* my Temper and Character.“ Happy in no inconſidera- | 
WEDepree, it you can ſay, This is what J defire, what 


pray for, and what I purſue, in Preference to every op- 
* Poſite View, tho) it be not what I have as yet attained.” 
y. 2. SEARCH then, and try, what Manner of Spi- 
nt you are of (a). And may He that ſearcheth all Hearts: 
direct the Enquiry, and enable you ſ% to fudge your/elh, , 
3 condemned of the Lord (b)!: ... » 

. 3. Know in the general, that if you are @ Chri- 
ian indeed, you have been reneaved in the Spirit of. 
”* your Mind (c) ; ſo renewed, as to be regenerate, and 
born again.“ It is not enough, to have aſſumed a 
Name, to have been brought under ſome, ge Re: 


Rratnts,. or to have made a partial Change in ſome Fart. 
culars of your Conduct. The Change muſt be great nad. 
müxerſal. Enquire then, whether you have entertained 


Tew Apprehenſions of Things, have formed a practical 7 
Judgment different from what you formerly did; whether 
"Ends you propoſe, the AﬀeQions Which you feel 


8 Working 


10 


Gop you 


ration: An Example in our own Nature, and in Circum- 
4 
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128 It reſembles that of Chrift, Ch. 14, 


working in your Heart, and the Courſe of Action to 
which by thoſe Affections you are directed, be on the 
whole New or Old?“ Again, If you are a Chriſtian 
«« indeed, you are Partaker of a Divine Nature (d); c 
«© Divine in its Original, its 'Tendency, and its Reſem- 6 
„ blance.” Enquire therefore, whether Gop hath im- a 
planted a Principle in your Heart, which tends to him, ( 
and which makes you like him. Search your Soul at- c 
tentively, to ſee if you have really the Image there of u 
Gop's Moral Perfections, of His Holineſs and Righte- I! 

A 

m 

C 


ouſneſs, His Goodneſs and Fidelity; for -e New Man 
is after GOD created in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
weſs (e), and is renewed in Knowledge after the Image of C 
Him that created him (f). 1 

$. 4. For your farther Aſſiſtance enquire, “ whether in 
*© the ſame Mind be in you which was alſo in Chriſt (g); 
*© whether you bear the Image of Gop's Incarnate Son, 
4 the brighteſt and faireſt Reſemblance of the Father, 
„ which Earth or Heaven has ever beheld.” The Blefl- 
ed Jeſus deſigned himſelf to be a Model for all his Fol- 
lowers ; and He is certainly a Model moſt fit for our Imi- 


ſtances adapted to general Uſe; an Example, recom- 
mended to us at once by its ſpotleſs Perfection, and by 


the endearing Relations in which he ſtands to us, as our An 
Maſter, our Friend, and our Head; as the Perſon by gra 
whom our everlaſting State is to be fixed, and in a Re- and 
ſemblance to whom our final Happineſs is to conſiſt, if atte 
ever we are happy at all. Look then into the Life ard fan 
| «Temper of Chr#f, as deſcribed and illuſtrated in the Gol- you: 
pels, and fearch whether you can find any Thing like it Hin 

in your own Life, Have you any Thing of His Devo- the | 
ticn, Love, and Refignation to Gop? Any Thing of 5. 
His Humility, Meekneſs, and Benevolence to Men? Any * ye 
Thing of His Purity and Wiſdom, His Contempt of the WW you 
World, His Patience, His Fortitude, His Zeal? And and 
indeed all the other Branches of the Chriſtian Temper, ſire 
which do not imply previous Guilt in the Perſon b) tude. 

| 5 | whom truſt 


„The Reader may fee theſe Thoughts illuftrated at large, in the 
Three firſt of my Sermons on Regeneration, 7 
Ga. i, 4. tel Epb, iv, 24. (] Col. iii, 20, (g) Phil. ii. 5+ 
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whom they are exerciſed, may be called in to illuſtrate 
and aſſiſt your Enquiries under this Head. 
F. 5. Ler me add, © If you are a Chriſtian, you 
* are in the main /piritually minded, as knowing that is 
& Life and Peace: whereas to be carnally minded is 
% Death (h\.” Tho' you ive in the Fleſh, you avill not 
war after it (i]; you will not take your Orders, and your 
Commands from it. You will indeed attend to its ne- 
ceflary Intereſis, as Matter of Duty; but it will ill be 
with Regard to another and a nobler Intereſt, that of the 
Rational and Immortal Spirit. Your 'Thoughts, your 
Affections, your Purſuits, your Choice will be deter- 
mined by a Regard to Things Spiritual, rather than 
Carnal.— In a Word, you will walk by Faith, and not 
"by Sight (k).“ Future, inviſible, and in ſome Degree 
incomprehenſible, Objects will take up your Mind. Your 
Faith will act on the Being of God, His Perfections, His 
Providences, His Precepts, His Threatnings, and His 
Promiſes. It will act upon (Sri, wvhom baving not ſeen, 
you will love and honour (1). It will act on chat un/cen 
World, which it knows to be Eternal, and therefore in- 
kaitely more worthy of your affectionate Regard, than any 


of thoſe Things which are ſeen, and are Temporal (m. 
9. 6. Tusk are general Views of the Chriſtian Tem- 


r, on which I would intreat you to examine yourſelf : 


grand Branches of it, as relating to GOD, our Neighbour, 
and ourſelves; and of thoſe Qualifications, which muſt 
attend each of theſe Branches, ſuch as Sincerity, Con- 
fancy, Tenderne/s, Zeal, and Prudence. And I beg 
your diligent Attention, while 1 lay before you a few. 
Hints with Regard to each, by which you may judge 
the better, both of your State, and your Duty. 
y. 7. EXAMINE then, I intreat you, * the Temper of 
jour Heart, with Regard to the Bleed GOD.” Do 
you find there a reverential Fear, and a ſupream Love 
and Veneration for his incomparable Excellencies, a De- 


wut His Care ? Can you credit His Teſtimony? Do 
9 4.5 you 


(i) 2 Cor. x. 3. (*) 2 Cor. v. 7. 


0 Rom. viii. 6. 
(m) 2 Cor, iv, 18. 


2 Pet. i. 8, 


And now I would go on to lead you into a Survey of the 


ine after Him as the Higheſt Good, and a cordial Grati- | 
tude towards Him as your Supream BenefaQor ? Can you 
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you deſire to pay an unreſerved Obedience to all that He WU 
commands, and an humble Submiſſion to all the Diſpo- ye 
fals of His Providence? Do you deſign His Glory as your Ye 
noblett End, and make it the great Buſineſs of your m 
Life to approve yourſelf to Him ? Is it your governing Ye 
Care to imitate Him, and to ſerve Him in Spirit and in M 
Truth (n) ? tet 


$. 8. Fair RH in Chriſt J have already deſcribed at ſo 
large; and therefore ſhall ſay nothing farther, either of wi 
that Perſuafion of His Power and Grace, which is the ha 


t Foundation of it; or of that Acceptance of Chriſt C/ 
under all His Characters, or that Surrender of the Soul gre 
into His Hands, in which its peculiar and diſtinguiſhing an 


Nature conſiſts, | 
| $. 9. Ir this Faith in Chriſt be ſincere, ** it will un- AC 
doubtedly produce a Love to Him ;” which will ex- vie 
preſs itſelf, in affectionate Thoughts of Him; in ſtrict po 
Fidelity to Him ; in a careful Obſervation of His Charge; 
in a Regard to His Spirit, to His Friends, and to His Te 
Intereſts ; in a Reverence to the Memorials of His dying wh 
Love, which He has inſtituted ; and in an ardent Deſire 5) 
after that Heavenly World where He dwells, and where MW ©. 
He will at length have all His People to davell with 
Him (o). | 
$. 10. I May add, agreeably to the Word of Goo, 
that thus believing in Qtriſt and loving Him, you 
will alſo rejoice in Him ;” in His glorious Deſign, and 
in His cornpleat Fitneſs to accompliſh it, in the Promiſes 
of His Word, and in the Privileges of His People. It 
will be Matter of Joy to you, that ſuch a Redeemer has 
appeared in this World of ours; and your Joy for your- 
ſelves will be proportionable to the Degree of Clearneſs, 
with which you diſcern your Intereſt in Him, and Re- 
lation to Him. 
$. 11. LeT me farther lead you into ſome Reflections 
on the Temper of your Heart towards the Bleſſed Spi. 
*« rit.” If we have not the Spirit of Chrifl, we ale 
mone of His (p) If we are not /ed by the Spirit of GOD, 
we are not the Children of GOD (q). You will then, 
if you are a real Chriſtian, deſire that you may be fi/:4 


evith 


wv 


(n)- John, iv. 24. (o) John xvii, 24. (p) Rom, viii. 199 
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with the Spirit (r); that you may have every Power of 
your Soul ſubject to His Authority; that His Agency on 
your Heart may be more conſtant, more operative, and 
more delightful. And to cheriſh theſe ſacred Influences, 
you will otten have Recourſe to ſerious Conſideration and 
Meditation : You will abſtain from thoſe Sins, which 
tend to grieve Him : You will improve the tender Sea-' 
ſons, in which He ſeems to breath upon your Soul: You 
will trive earneſtly with Gop in Prayer, that you may 
have Him ed on you ſtill more abundantly thro! F eſus 
Chrift (s) : And you will be defirous to fall in with the 
great End of His Miſſion, which was 70 g/orify Chriſt (t), 
and to eſtabliſh His Kingdom. « You will deſire His 
*© Influences as the Spirit of Adoption, to render your 
Acts of Worſhip free and affectionate, your Obedience 
vigorous, your Sorrow for Sin overflowing and tender, 
your Reſignation meek, and your Love ardent; in a 
Word, to carry you thro? Life and Death, with the 
Temper of a Child, - who delights in his Father, and 
who longs for his more — Preſence. 1 
F. 12. ONCE more, If you are a Chriſtian indeed, 
you will be deſirous to obtain the Spirit of Courage. 
Amidſt all that yas. 9 of Soul to which you will bs 
formed, you will wiſh to commence a Hero in the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, oppoſing with a vigorous Reſolution the. 
ſtrongeſt Efforts of the Powers of Darkneſs, the inward 
Corruption of your own Heart, and all the outward Dif- 
hculties you may meet with in the Way of your Duty, 
while in the Cauſe and in the Strength of Chriſt you go 
on conquering and to conquer, x 
$: 13} ALL theſe' Things may be conſidered as 
Branches of Godlineſ; ; of that Godline/s, which is pro- 
table unto all Things, and hath the Promiſe of the Eike 
which now is, and of that which is to come (a). 
y. 14. Ler me now farther lay before you ſome: 
Branches of the Chriſtian Temper, ** which relate more 
; immediately to our/elves,” And here, If you are a 
Chriſtian indeed, you will undoubtedly. prefer the Soul 
i tbe Body, and Things Eternal to thoſe that are Tem- 
wt 8+; *,. 5 i 1 BOG 

(s) Tit, ui, 6, (t) John xvi. 14. | 


2 (r) Eph. V. 18. 
| (u) T Tim. iv. 8. 
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« poral.” Conſcious of the Dignity and Value of your 
Immortal Part, you will come to a firm Reſolution to ſe- 
cure its Happineſs, whatever is to be reſigned, whatever 
is to be endured in that View. If you are a rl 
Chriſtian, ** you will be alſo clothed avith Humility (x. 
You will have a deep Senſe of your own Imperſections, 
both Natural and Moral; of the ſhort Extent of yoyr 
Knowledge ; of the Uncertainty and Weakneſs of your 
Reſolutions ; and of your continual Dependance upon 
Goo, and upon almolt every Thing about you. And 
eſpecially, you will be deeply ſenſible of your Guilt ; the 
Remembrance of which will fill you with Shame and 
Confuſion, even when you have ſome Reaſon to hope it 
is forgiven. This will forbid all Haughtineſs and Inſo- 
lence, in your Behaviour to your Fellow- Creatures. It 
will teach you, under afflictive Providences, with all holy 
Submiſſion to bear the [ndignation of the Lord, as thoſe 
that know they have fined againſt Him (y).—— Again, 
If you are a Chriſtian indeed, you will labour after 
Purity of Soul, and maintain a fixed Abhorrence of 
all prohibited ſenſual Indulgence. A Recollection of 
paſt Impurities will fill you with Shame and Grief ; and 
you will endeavour for the future to guard your "Thoughts 
and Deſires, as well as your Words and Actions, and to 
abflain, not only from the Commiſſion of Evil, but from 
the diſtant Appearance and probable Occaſions f it (2) 
as conſcious of the perfect Holineſs of that Gop with 
whom you converſe, and of the purihing Nature of that 
Hope (a), which by His Goſpel He hath taught you to 
entertain. F. 
$. 15. Wir this is nearly allied chat amiable Vir. 

tue of Temperance; which will teach you to guard 
againſt ſuch a Uſe of Meats and Drinks, as indiſpoſes the 
1 Body for the Service of the Soul; or ſuch an Indulgence 
ain either, as will rob you of that precious Jewel, your 
Time, or occaſion an Expence beyond what your Cir- 
camſtanees will admit, and beyond what will conſiſt with 
thoſe Liberalities to the Poor, which your. Relation and 
{ theirs to Gov and each»other will require, In ſhort, 

| You will guard againſt whatever has a Tendency to ” 

* 17 | ' Crea [#1 
(x) 1 Pet. v. 5. (y) Mich. vii. 9. (z) 1 Theſſ. v. 22. 
(a) 1 John iii. 3. | 
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creaſe a ſenſual Diſpoſition ; againſt whatever would alie- 
nate the Soul from Communion with Gop, and would 
diminiſh its Zeal and Activity in His Service. 

F. 16. Tux Divine Philoſophy of the Bleſſed ]zsvs 
will alſo teach you © à contented Temper.” It will mo- 
derate your Deſires of thoſe worldly Enjoyments, after 
which many feel ſuch an inſatiable Thirſt, ever growing 
with Indulgence and Succeſs. You will guard againſt an 
immoderate Care about thoſe Things, which would la. 
you into a Forgetfulneſs of your Heavenly Inheritan-c. 
If Providence diſappoint your Undertakings, you wil 
ſubmit. If others be more proſperous, you will no: 
enyy them; but rather will be thankful for what Gou 
leaſed to beſtow upon hem, as well as for what He 
gives ou. No unlawful Methods will be uſed, to alte; 
your preſent Condition; and whatever it is, you will er. 
deavour to make the beſt of it; remembring, it is whic 
Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs have appointed you, and 
that it is beyond all Compariſon better than you have de. 
ſerved ; yea, that the very Deficiencies and Inconveni- 
ences of it may conduce to the Improvement of your fa- 
ture and compleat Happineſs. f 

5. 17. Wirn Contentment, if you are a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, © you will join Patience too,”- and in Patizyce 
will poſſeſs your Souls (b). You cannot indeed be quit: 
Inſenfible, either of Afflictions, or of Injuries ; but your 
Mind will be calm and compoſed under them, and ſteady 
in the Proſecution of proper Duty, tho' Afflictions preſs, 
and tho* your Hopes, your deareſt Hopes, and Proſpects 
be delayed. Patience will prevent haſty and raſh Con: 
cluſſons, and fortify you againſt ſeeking irreg lar Me- 
thods of Relief: diſpoſing you in the mean Time, till 
Gop ſhall_be pleaſed to appear for you, to go on ſtendi- 
ly in the Way of your Duty ; committing yourſelf toHim 
in well-foing c.) You will alſo be careful, that Pa. 
ence may have its perfect Work (d), and prevail in Pro- 
portion to thoſe Circumſtances which demand its peculiar 
Exerciſe. For Inſtance, when the Succeflions of Evil 
are long and various, ſo that Deep calls to Deep, and 
all GOD"; N. ays and Billows ſeem to be going over 

8 9 you 
Lake Ki. 19. (e) 1 Pet, iv, 19. (4) Jam, i. 4. 
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one after another (e); when God touches you in the 
moſt tender Part; when the Reaſons of His Conduct 
to you are quite unaccountable ; when your natural Spi- 
rits are weak and decayed ; when unlawful Methods of 
Redreſs ſeem near and eaſy ; ſtill your Reverence for the 
Will of your Heavenly Father will carry it againſt all, 


and keep you waiting quietly for Deliverance in His own 
Time and Way. 


N. B. I this Chapter ſeem too long to be read at 
ence, it may be properly divided here. 


F$. 18. I nave thus led you into a brief Review of 
the Chriſtian Temper, with Reſpe& to GOD, and aur. 
ſelves : Permit me now to add, that the Goſpel will 
«« teach you another Set of very important Leſſons with 
«« Reſpe&t to your Fellow Creatures.” They are all 
ſummed up in this, Do ſhalt hwe thy Neighbour as 
« thyſelf (f) 3 and whatſoever thou wwouldſ? (that is, 
% whatſoever thou couldſt in an Exchange of Circum- 
*E ſtances fairly and reaſonably deſire,) that others ſhould 
« do unto thee, do thou likewiſe the ſame unto them (g). 
The Religion of the Bleſſed Ixsus, when it triumphs in 
your Soul, will conquer the Predominancy of an irregu- 
lar Self-Love, and will teach you candidly and tenderly 
to look upon your Neighbour as another Self. As you 
are ſenſible of your own Rights, you will be ſenſible of 
His; as you ſupport your own Character, you will ſup- 
port His. You will deſire his Welfare, and be ready t0 
relieve his Neceſſity, as you would have your own con- 
ſulted by another. You will put the kindeſt Conſtruction 
upon his dubious Words and Actions. You will take 


Pleaſure in his Happineſs, you will feel his Diſtreſs, in. 


ſome Meaſure as your own. And molt happy will you 
be, when this obvious Rule is familiar to your Mind, 
when this golden Law 1s written upon your Heart ; and 
. When it is habitually and e conſulted by you, 
upon every Occaſion, whether great or ſmall. 
F. 19. Tus Goſpel will alſo teach you to uf # 
% Meekne/5 (h),“ not only with Reſpe& to Gon, ſub- 
Ew | mitting 
te) Pull. xl. 3. Rom, xiv, 9 vil. 52. 
8 Col, ii. $43 (} ma N Wan 
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mitting to the Authority of His Word, and the Diſpoſal 
of His Providence, as was urged before; but alſo with 
Regard to your Brethren of Mankind. Its gentle In- 
ſtructions will form you to Calmneſs of Temper under 
E Injuries and Proyocations, ſo that you may not be angry 
& without, or beyond juſt Cauſe. It will engage you to 
guard your Words, leſt you provoke and exaſperate thoſe, 
you ſhould rather ſtudy by Love to gain, and by Tender- 
neſs to heal. Meekneſs will render you flow in uſing any 
rough and violent Methods, if they can by any Means be 
| lawfully avoided ; and ready to admit, and even to pro- 
poſe a Reconciliation, after they have been entered into, 
if there may yet be Hope of ſucceeding, So far as this 
Branch of the Chriſtian Temper prevails in your Heart, 
you will take Care to avoid every Thing, which might 
give unneceſſary Offence to others; you will behave your- 
ſelf in a modeſt Manner, according to your Stations; and 
it will work, both with Regard to Superiors and Inferi- 
ors ; teaching you duly to honour the one, and not to 
overbear or oppreſs, to grieve or inſult the other. And 
in Religion itſelf, it will reſtrain all immoderate Sallies 
and harſh Cenſures; and will command down Et Wrath 
of Man, which in/lead of Working, ſo often oppoſes the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD (i), and ſhames and wounds that good 
Cauſe, -in which it is boiſterouſly and furiouſly engaged. 
F. 20. WI rn this is naturally connected @ peace- 
% ful Di ſpeſit ion. If you are a Chriſtian indeed, you 
will have ſuch a Value and Eſteem for Peace, as to. en- 
deavour to obtain, and to preſerve it, as much as lietb in 
you (K), as much as. you fairly and honourably can. This 
will have ſuch an Influence upon your ConduR, as to 
make you, not only cautious of giving Offence, aud ſlow - 
in taking it, but earneſtly deſirous to regain Peace as ſoon 
as may be, when it is in any Meaſure broken; that the 
Wound may be healed, while it is green, and before it 
begins to rankle and feſter. And more eſpecially this- 
Diſpoſition will engage you, to keep the Unity'of the Spi- 
rit in the Bond of Peace (1), with all that in every Place 
call on the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift (m); me 


ps 


| (if Jam, i. 20. (k) Rom, xii, 38, (1) Eph, iv, 3. 
(m) 4 Cor, i. 2g a l . ; 
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if you truly love, you will alſo love all thoſe, whom you 


have Reaſon to believe to be His Diſciples and Servants, 


$. 21. IF you be yourſelves indeed of that Number, 
«« you will alſo put on Bowels of Mercy (n).“ The Mer- 
cies of Gor, and thoſe of the Bleſſed Redeemer, wil! 
work on your Heart, to mould it to Sentiments of Com- 
«*« paſſion and Generoſity, ſo that you will feel the Wants 
and Sorrows of others ; you will defire to relieve their 
Neceflities, and as you have Opportunity, you will 7: 
Good, both to their Bodies and their Souls; expreſſing 
your kind Affections in ſuitable Actions, which may both 
evidence their Sincerity, and render them effectual. 

$. 22. As a Chriſtian, „you will alſo maintain Tub 
«« inviolable.“ not only in your ſolemn Teſtimonies, 
when confirmed by an Oath, but likewiſe in common 
Converſation, You will remember too, that your Pro- 
raiſes bring an Obligation upon you, which you are by 
no Means at Liberty to break thro'. On the whole, you 
will be careful to keep a ftrift Cerreſpondence between 
your Words and your Actions, in ſuch a Manner as be- 
comes a Servant of the Gop of Truth. 

J. 23. Ox ck more, As amidit the ſtricteſt Care to 
obſerve all the Divine Precepts, you will ſtill find many 
ImperfeQions, on Account of which you will be obliged 
ro pray, that GOD avould not enter into ſtrict FT udgment 
evith you, as well knowing that in His Sight you cannit 
be juſlified (o); „you will be careful not to judge others, 
*© in ſuch a Manner as ſhould awaken the Severity of Hi: 
% Judgment againſt yourſelf (p).“ You will not, there- 
fore judge them pragmatically, that is, when you have 
nothing to do. with their Actions; nor raſhly, without 
enquiring into Circumſlances ; nor partially, without 


weighing them attentively and fairly; nor uncharitably, 
putting the worſt Conſtruction upon Things in their own 


Nature Cubious, deciding upon Intentions as Evil farther 
than they certainly appear to be ſo, pronouncing on the 
State of Men, or on the whole of their Character from 
any particular Action, and involving the Innocent with 
the Guilty. There is a Moderation contrary to all 
theſe Extreams, wnich the Goſpel recommends ; and 
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if you receive the Goſpel in good earneſt into your 

Heart, it will lay the Axe to the Root of ſuch Evils as 
theſe. 

F. 24. HAvixc thus briefly illuſtrated rhe principal 
Branches of the Chriſtian Temper and Character, I ſhall 
conclude the Repreſentation, with reminding you of 
« ſome general Qualifications,which muſt be mingled with 
* all, and give a Tincture to each of them; ſuch as, Sin- 
i cerity, Tenderneſs, Zeal, and Prudence.” 

$. 25. Al wars remember, that Sincerity is the 
* very Soul of true Religion.” A ſingle Intention to pleaſe 
God, and to approve ourſelves to Him, mult animate - 
and povern all that we do in it. Under the Influence 
of this Principle, you will impartially enquire into every 
Intimation of Duty, and apply to the Practice of it fo 
far as it is known to you. Your Heart will be engaged 
in all you do. Your Conduct in Private and in Secret, 
will be agreeable to your moſt public Behaviour, A 
Senſe of the Divine Authority will teach you, to efcem 
all GOD's Precepts concerning all Things to. be right, 
and to hate every falſe W ay (q). 

F. 26. Tuus are you in Simplicity and godly Sincerity 
to hade your Converſation in the Warld (r). And © you 
« arealſo to charge it upon your Soul, to be fedfaft and 
© immoveable, always abounding in the Wark of the 
% Lord (g.“ There muſt not only be ſome ſudden Fits and 
Starts of Devotion, or of ſomething which looks like 
it ; but Religion muſt be an habitual and permanent 
Thing. There muſt be a Purpoſe to adhere to it at all 
Times, Tt muſt be made the ſtated and ordinary Bu- 
lineſs of Life. Deliberate and preſumptuous Sins muſt be 
carefully avoided ; a Guard mult be maintained againſt 
the common Infirmities of Life; and Falls of one Kind 
or of another muſt be Matter of proportionable Humi- 
liation before Gob, and muſt occaſion renewed Reſo- 
lution for His Service. And thus you are to go on to 
the End of your Life, not diſcouraged by the Length and 
Difficulty of the Way, nor allured on the one Hand, or 


| terrified on the other, by all the various Temptatiohs 


Which may ſurround and aſſault you. Your Soul muſt Mi 
Le fixed on this Baſis, and you are ſtill to behave your - 
| * | ſelf f 
"x1 7 ; 8 
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ſelf as one who knows he ſerves an nnchangeable Goo, 

and who expects from Him @ Kingdom which cannot be 
moved (t). 

$. 27. Acaln, So far as the Goſpel prevails in your 

. Heart, ** your Spirit will be tender, and the Stone will be 

« transformed into Fleſp”. You will deſire, that your Ap- 

prehenſion of Divine Things may be quick, your Aﬀec- 


tions ready to take proper Impreſſions, your Conſcience im 
always eaſily touched, and, on the whole, your Reſolutions Co 
liant to the Divine Authority, and cordially willing to Inu, 
5 and to do, whatever God ſhall appoint. Ycu will pic 
have a tender Regard to the Word of Gop, a tender Cau- m 
tion againſt Sin, a tender Guard againſt the Snares of Ge 
Proſperity, a tender Submiſſion to God's afflicting Hand: ore 
In a Word, you will be tender, where-ever the Divine bri 
Honour is concerned; and careful, neither to do any | 
Thing yourſelf, nor to allow any Thing in another, ſo A 


far as you can influence, by which Gop ſhould be offended, 
or Religion reproached. 
F.. 28. Nay more than all this, You will, ſo far as 
true Chriſtianity governs in your Mind, ** exert an holy 
«« Zeal in the Service of your Redcemer and your Father.” | 
You will be z#a/ou/ly affected in every good Thing lu), in 2 
Proportion to its apprehended Goodneſs and Importance. | 
You will be zealous eſpecially, to correct what is irregu- 
lar in yourſelves, and to act to the utmoſt of your Ability 4: 
for the Cauſe of Gop.. Nor will you be able to look 
with an indifferent Eye on the Conduct of others in this. 
View; but ſo far as Charity, Meekneſs and Prudence 
will admit, you will teſtify your Diſapprobation of every 
RT Thing in it, which is diſhonourable to Gop, and in- 
jarious to Men. And you will labour not only to re- 
| claim Men from ſuch Courſes, but to engage them to 
Religion, and to quicken them in it. 
9. 29. Anp once more, You will deſire “ to uſe /? 
% Prudence which Gop hath given you,” in judging 
what is, in preſent Circumſtances, your Duty to God, your 
Neighbour, and yourſelf ; what will be, on the whole, 
the moſt acceptable Manner of diſcharging it, and- how far 
may be moſt advantagioufly purſued ; as remembring, 
lat He is indeed the wiſeſt and the happieſt Man, 4 


4 | (t) Heb, xii, 26, | By (v) 0 iv. 18. 
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by conſtant Attention of Thought diſcovers the greateſt 
Opportunities of was Nen and with ardent and ani- 
mated Reſolution breaks thro' every Oppoſition, that he 
may improve thoſe Opportunities, 

$. 30. Tuts is ſucha View of the Chriſtian Temper, 
as could conveniently be thrown within ſuch narrow Li- 
mits ; and I hope, it may aſſiſt many in the great and 
important Work of Self. Examination. Let your own 
Conſcience anſwer, how far you have already attained 
it, and how far you deſire it; and let the principal To- 
picks here touched upon be fixed in your Memory and 
in your Heart, that you may be mentioning them before 
God in your daily Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, in 
order to receive from Him all neceſſary Afliſtances for 
bringing them into Practice. | 


APaAx ER, chiefly in Scripture Language, in which 
the ſeveral Branches of the Chriſtian Temper ars 
more briefly enumerated, in the Order laid dats | 

| . 


above. 


«4 PD LESSED Gov, I humbly adore Thees 
"$i the great Father of Lights, and the Giver 


every good and every perfect Gift (x). From Thee 
therefore I ſeek every Bleſſing, and eſpecially thoſe, 
which may lead me to Thyſeif, and prepare me for the 
Eternal Enjoy ment of Thee. I adore Thee, as the 
GOD, who ſearches the Hearts, and tries the Reins 
of the Children of Men (y). Search me, O GOD, 
and know my Heart; try me, and know my Thoughts - 
See if there be any wicked Way in me, and lead me in 
the Way everlaſting (2). May I know what Manner 
of Spirit 1 am of (a), and be preſerved from miſtaking, 
where the Error might be infinitely fatal! 
May I, O Lord, be renewed in the Spirit of my 
Mind (b) A new Heart do Thou give me, and a 
'* new Spirit do Thou put within me (c)! Make me 
Partaker of a Divine Nature (d); and as He who 
bab called me is Holy, may I be holy in all "7 
; N PM 
ar. i, 17. (y) Jer. xvii. 10. (s) Pſal. cxxxi v. 233 Js þ * 


'G6) ure ix. 55, N Epb, iv. 23» ©) Exck, II. 26% 
Wer 4 * ve bs Ts. 


t 
. : 


-4 
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*t of Converſion (e)] May the ſame Mind be in ne, 
«© which was alſo in Chrift Feſus (); may I fo wall 
«© even as Herwalked (g) Deliver me from being car- 
A «© nally minded, which is Death; and make me ſþiritu- 
ally minded, ſince that is 1 e Peace (h)!“ And 
«« may I, while I paſs thro' this World of Senſe, ava 
« by Faith, and not by Sight (i) ; and be flrong in Faith, 
% giving Glory to GO D(k) * 

% May Thy Grace, O Lord, ich hath appeared 
„ unto all Men, and appeared to me, with ſuch glori- | 
„ ous Evidence and Luſtre, effectually reach me to deny 
« Ungodlineſs and avorldly Lufls, and to live ſoberh, 
„ righteouſly, and godly {1) Work in mine Heart t 
« Godlinefs, which is prafitable unto all Things m); and 
“teach me, by the Influences of thy Bleſſed Spirit, to 
« love Thee the Lord my GOD, with all my Heart, 
* and with all my Saul, and with all my Mind, and 
% avith all my Strength (py)! May I yield myſelf unto 
«© Thee, as alive from the Dead (o); and preſent my Bud 
a living Sacrifice, holy, and acceptable in Thy Sight, 
« evhich is my moſt reaſonable Service (p)! May len- 
* tertain the moſt faithful and affectionate Regards to 
«« the Bleſſed Feſus, Thine Incarnate Son, the Bright- 
« neſs of Thy Glory, and the expreſs Image of Thy Per- 
% (q)! Tho! ] have not ſeen Him, may I love Hin; 
* and in Him, tho now JI ſee Him not, yet believing, 
may I rejoice with Foy unſpeakable and full of Gli. 
1 «© ry(r): And may he Life which I live in the Flijh, 
e de daily by the Faith of the Son of GOD (s) ! May! 
IM ** be filled cuith the Spirit (t); and may | be led by it (u); 
EH © and fo may it be evident to otbers, and eſpecially to 
EH * my own Soul, that I am a Child of Gop, and an 
— Heir of Glory ! May I zo? receive the Spirit Ben. 
= - «« gage unto Fear, but the Spirit of Adoption, whereby 1 
„ may be enabled to cry, Abba, Father (x) May He 
| 1 work in me, as the Spirit of Love, and of 3 
109 » | TY g ESR «« all 

| I 


le) 1 Pet. i. 15. (t) Phil. ii. 83. (e) John ii. 6. 
sh) CED viii, 6 li) 2 Cor, v. . 14 4 iv. 20. 
5 Tit. li. 11, 12. N m) ! Tim. iv. 8. (n) Mark X11, 50.7 
(%) Roch. vi. 3. p) Rom. xii. 1, 41 Heb. i. 2. 
Ii eie. i. 8. (Gal. ii. 20. [t) Erh. v. 18. 
| to) Rom, viii, 14, » (x) Rom. vii. 15. ped” oF 


14, 
ne, 
walk 

cars 
ritu« 

And 
dll 
aith, 
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" and of a found Mind (y); that ſo I may add to my 1 
« Faith, Virtue (2) ] May I be flrong, and very coura-.F \ 
1 pious (a), and guit my/elf like a Man (b), and like a. 5 
« Chriſtian in the Work to which I am called, and in f 
that Warfare, wbich# I had in View, when 1 lifted 
under the Banner of the great Captain of my Salva- 
« tion! 

« Teach me, O Lord, ſeriouſly to conſider the Na- 
* ture of my own Soul, and to ſet a ſuitable Value upon 
« it! May I /abour, not only, or chiefly, for the. Meat 
« that perifheth, but for that evhich endureth to Eter- 


eared 
glori- 


de ny 


berly, Hal Life (c)] May I humble my/elf under Thy Migh- 
that %% Hand, and be clothed with Humility (d); decked 
3 and « with the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which 
it, to * in the Sight of GOD is of great Price (e)] May I 
leart, be pure in Heart, that I may fee GOD (f) ; mi- 
and % tifying my Members which are on the Earth (g), ſo 
unt “ that if 4 Right Eye offend me, I may pluck it out, and 
Bad,; 7 2 Right Hand offend me, I may cut it off (h)! 
Sg, ' May I be temperate in all Things-(i), content <vitÞ 
len- el Things as ] hawe (k,) and infirufed to be (6. 
rds to “is whatſoever State I am (|)! May Patience alſo 
right- WW Have it perfect Work in me, that I may be in that 
Per Reſpect compleat, and wanting nothing (m) / Ws 
Him; Fou me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, to a. proper 
bing. Jemper toward my Fellow Creatures ! May I love 
Gl. Neighbour as myſelf (n); and <vhatſoever I<vould that 
Flejh, others ſhould do un'o me, may I alfo do the ſame unto 
May I ' them(0)! May I put on Meekneſs (p) under the greateſt 


it (u) ; WR Injuries and Provocations ; and F it be poſſible, at © 


ly to | much as lieth in me, may I live peaceably with all. 
nd an . Men (q) ! May I be merciful, as my Father in Hea- © 
Ben. ven is ' merciful (r) ! May I ſpeak the Truth from my 
reby | Heart (s); and may I ſpeak it in Love (t); Laucha 2 
ay He | | *© again 
aver | 75 9 338 1 
a e rt r. 0). a Per. l. . ( Jeg. i. 7, 

) 1 Cor; ri. 13, (e) John vi. 27. * (4) I Pet. Va 5 6, 
bn ii, 6. WF! 2 Pet. . 4. (f) Mat. v. b. (8) Col. iti, 5, 
iv. 0. e. v. 29, 35, (i) 1 Cor. ix. 27. (kJ Heb. xili. 7. 
Xii. 30. bil. iv. 11, (m Joon: i. 4. (n) Gal. v. 14. 
eb. i. + dt. Mi. 1, (p) Col. iii. 12. (q) Rom. xii. 18. 
„ v. 18. 


Leke u. 36. ) Pfl. way  (t) Erh. iv. 15, 


- 
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againſt every Inſtance of a cenſorious and malignant 
Diſpoſition ; and taking Care not to judge ſeverely, 
I would not be judged (u) with a Severity, which 
Thou, Lord, knoweſt, and which mine own Con- 
knows, I ſhould not be able to ſupport ! 
I intreat Thee, O Lord, to work in me all ths 
Qualifications of the Chriſtian Temper, which may 
render it peculiarly acceptable to Thee, and may prove 
ornamental to my Profeſſion in the World. Renew 
[ befeech Thee, a right Spirit within me (x) ; make 
me an [ſraelite indeed, in whom there is no allowed 
| Guile (y) And while 1 feaſt on Chrift, as my Paſ: 
over Sacrificed for me, may I keep the Feaſt with 
the unleavened Bread of Sincerity and Truth (2) 
make me, I beſeech Thee, O Thou Almighty, 
and unchangeable oor Hef and immo vc alli, 
* always abounding in t ork, as knowing that m 
Labour in the Lyrd Hall not be finally in wain (3)! 
May my Heart be tender (b), eafily impreſſed with 
Thy Word and Providences, touched with an affectio- 
nate Concern for Thy Glory, and ſenſible of every In- 
pulſe of Thy Spirit! May 1 be zealous for my GOD (c), 
with @ Zeal according to Knowledge (d) and C64 
rity (e); and teach me in Thy Service, to jo! 
the Wiſdom of the Serpent (f), with the Boldne/s of tl 
Lion, and the Innocence of the Dove Thus render me, 
by Thy Grace, a ſhining Image of my dear Rede- 
mer ; and at length bring me to wear the bright Re 
* ſemblance of His Holineſs and His Glory in that 
World where He dwells ; that I may aſcribe everlaſun 


% Mercies, whoſe invaluable Gift He is, and to Thin 
% Holy Spirit, thro' whoſe gracious Influences I would 
% humbly hope, I may call Thee my Father, and 7 ef 
« my Saviour! Amen.“ 


(o Mat. vii, r, (x) Pal. Ii. 10. (y) John i. 4 
(). 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. (a) 1 Cor. xv. 58. (b) 2 Kings xxil. 19 


(e) Numb. xxv. 13. (d) Rom. x. 2. (e) 1 Cor. xvi 1h 
(f} Mat. x, 16. | 


Cc Ha! 


Honours to Him, and te Thee, O Thou Father 9 


. 14 
1gnant 


ely, 2 
which 


1 Con- 
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I tholt 
1 may 
prove 
Renew 

make 


lowed 


HK. XV. 


; Po. {The Reader reminded how much he needs 
v the Aſſiſtance of the SpIRIT of GOD, 
4 (2) to form him to the Temper deſcribed 
118 ty, bo f 8 | 
Bog above, and what Encouragement he has 
hat my to expect it. 

in (a) | 

d with 4 
ffellio· {Forward Reſolutions may prove ineffetual: F. 1. Yet 
ry In- Xeligion is not to be given up in Deſpair, but Divine 
2D (c). Grace ſought. F. 2. A general Fiew of its Reality 
1 Cha- and Neceſſity, from Reaſon, F. 3. and Scripture. F. 4. 
o join The Spirit to be fought, as the Spirit of Chriſt, F. 5. 
; of tht And in that View, the great Strength of the Soul. F, ö. 
Jer me, The Encouragement there is to hope for the Communica- 
Redee* tion of it. F$. 7. A concluding Exhortation to pray for 
ht Re: it: F. 8. Aud an humble Addreſs ta G OD, purſuant 
in that to that Exhortation. AN 
rlaſting BREE | | 
whey 9 1. 1 HAVE now laid before you a Plan of that 
CY Temper and Character, which the Goſpel re- 


| would 


a Ji 


quires, and which, if you are a true Chriſtian, you will 
eeſire and purſue. Surely there is in the very Deſcription 
of it ſomething which muſt powerfully ſtrike every 
Mind, which has any Taſte for what -is truly beautiful 
and excellent. And 1 queſtion. not, but you, my dear 
eader, will feel ſome Impreſſion of it upon your Heart. 
ou will immediately form ſome lively Purpoſe of endea- 
cringe after it; and perhaps. you may imagine, you 
ll certainly and quickly attain to it. You ſee how 
Kalonable it is, and what deſirable Conſequences _ — 
| . X arily 


hn i. 47. 
XXIi. 19 
7 xvi. 14 


1 A p,. 


— — 
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ſarily attends it, and the Aſpect which it bears on yon 
preſent Enjoyment and your future Happineſs ; and there 
fore are determined, you will act accordingly. But gi 
me Leave ſeriouſly to remind you, how many there har 
been. (would to Gop that ſeveral of the Inſtances hal 
not happened within the Compaſs of my own perſonal 
Obſervation!) wwho/e Goodne/s hath been /ike a Mernig 
Cloud, and the early Dew which ſoon paſſeth away (i), 
There is not Room indeed abſolutely to apply the Work 
of Fofoua, taken in the molt rigorous Senſe, when he 
ſaid to Jrael, (that he might humble their too hall 
and ſanguine Reſolutions,) You cannot ſerve the Lord(\, 
But I will venture to ſay, You cannot eaſily do it, 
Alas, you know not the Difficulties you have to breik 
thro' ; you know not the "Temptations, which Satan 
will throw in your Way; you know not how im pott. 
nate your vain and ſinful Companions will be, to diu 
you back into the Snare you may attempt to break; 
and above all, you know not the ſubtile Artifices, which 
your own Corruptions will practiſe upon you, in order 
to recover their Dominion over you. You think the 
Views you now have of Things will be laſting ; becauit 
the Principles and Objects to which they refer are 6: 
But perhaps To-morrow may undeceive you, or rather de. 
ceive you anew. To morrow may preſent ſome Triſle i 
a new Dreſs, which ſhall amuſe you into a Forgetfulneſ a 
all this, Nay, perhaps before you lie down on you 
Bed, the Impreſſions you now feel may wear off, The 
corrupt Deſires of your own Heart, now perhaps a litie 
charmed down, and lying as if they were dead, mi 
ſpring up again with. new Violence, as if they had ſlept 
only to recruit their Vigour; and if you are not ſup-WilF 
ported by a better Strength than your own, this Strugge Wi 
for Liberty will only make your future Chains the hei- 
vier, the more ſhameful, and the more fatal. 
$. 2. Wauar then is to be done? Is the convinced 
Sinner to lie down in Deſpair? to ſay, ** I am a helpleb 
++ Captive, and by exerting myſelf with Violence. ma 
break my Limbs ſooner than my Bonds, and increaſe 


the Evil I would remove.” GOD forbid! You *. 
not, 


(a) Hol. vi. 4. (b) Joſh, xxiv. 19. 


'h, | 
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ot, I am perſuaded, be fo little acquainted with Chriſ- 
anity, as not to know, that the Doctrine of Divine 
Afiftances bears a very conſiderable Part in it.“ You 


Yn your 
J there 
ut gie 
ere han 


cs hre often, I doubt not, read of the Lew of the Spirit 
verfond Life in Chrift Teſus, as making us free from the Laau 
107 nin Sin and Death (c); and have been told, that ro the 
045 2, irit we mortify the Deeds of the Body (d): You have 


ad of doing ail Things thro' Chrift who firengtheneth 
le); whoſe Grace is ſufficient for us, and whoſe 
trength is made perfet in Weakneſs (f). Permit me, 
erefore, 'now to call down your Attention to this, as a 


ruth of the cleareſt Evidence, and the utmoſt Impor- 
ance, 


Word; 
hen be 
O haly 
Lord b. 

do it. 
5 break 


i Satan V 3. REASON indeed, as well as the whole Tenor of 
mport AWE Prure, agrees with this.“ The whole created World 
o dry s a neceſſary Dependance on Gop: From Him even 


e Knowledge of Natural Things is derived (g), and 
fill in them is to be aſcribed to Him (h). Much more 
dudly does ſo great and excellent a Work, as the new- 
"ming the Human Mind, . beſpeaks its Divine Author, 


break; 
„ which 
in order 
ink the 


* N 


becaule hen you conſider, how various the Branches of the 
are ſo: briſtian Temper are, and how contrary many of them 
\ther de o are to that Temper, which hath prevailed in your 
Trifle in Heart, and governed your Life in Time paſt ; you muſt 
alnef of ally ſee Divine Influences as neceſſary to produce and 


ouriſh them, as the Influences of the Sun and Rain are 
call up the Variety of Plants, and Flowers, and 
ram and Fruits, by which the Earth is adorned, and 


on You! 
ff. 'The 
5 à little 


d, may WF" Life ſupported. You will yet be more ſenſible of 
had ſept s, if you reflect on the violent Oppoſition which this 
not ſup FPPy Work muſt expect to meet with, of which I ſhall - 
Struggle ſeſently warn you more largely, and which if you have 


the hes t already experienced, it mult be becauſe you have but 


'y lately begun to think of Religion. 


onvinced Bi J. 4. AccorpincLyY, if you give yourſelf Leave to 
 helpleb BP "Vult Scriprure on this Head, (and if you would live 
ce, mea Choiſlian, you muſt be conſulting it every Day, 
| increale d ſorming your Notions and Actions by it;) you wil 


Y ou can | ſee 
not, F | 

(c) Rom, viii, 2. (a) Rom. viii. 13. (e) Phil. iv. r4. 

as Cor. xii, 9. (s] Pal. xciv. 1c, (h) Exod. xxxi. 3, 6, 
A* any of theſe Thoughts much more largely illuſtrated in my 


146 The Spirit maſt be ſought for by the Soul. Ch. tg, 


Spirit, to purify the Heart, and to invigorate holy Re. 


Strength (o). When a Soul is almoſt afraid to declat 


ſee, that the whole Tenor of it teaches that Dependance 
upon Gop, which I am now recommending. You wil 
particularly ſee, that the Production of Religion in the 
Soul is Matter of Divine Promiſe ; that when it has beet 
effected, Scripture aſcribes it to a Divine Agency; and 
that the Increaſe of Grace and Piety in the Heart d 
thoſe who are truly regenerate, is alſo ſpoken of as the 
Work of Gop, who begins and carries it un untill th 
Day of Fefas Chriſt (i). 

$. 5. In Conſequence of all theſe Views, lay it down 
to yourſelf as a moſt certain Principle, “ that no At 
** tempt in Religion is to be. made in your own Strength." 
If you forget this, and Go p purpoſes finally to fave you, 
' he will humble you by repeated Diſappointments, till be 
teach you better. You will be aſhamed of one Scheme 
and Effqt, and of another, till you ſettle upon the true 
Baſis. He will alſp probably ſhew you, not only in tht 
general, that your Strength is to be derived from Her 
ven; but particularly, that it is the Office of the Bleſſed 


ſolutions ; and alſo, that in all theſe Operations he is U 
be conſidered as the Spirit of Cbriſt, working under Hi 
Direction, and as a vital Communication from Him, ur 
der the Character of the great Head of the Church, tit 
grand Treaſurer and Diſpenſer of theſe holy and benetr 
ial Influences. On which account it is called he Sr 
Ply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chrift (kx), who is exalted 
the Right Hand of the Father, to give Repentance anl 
Remiſſion of Sins (1) ; in whoſe Grace alone we can be 
firong (m), and of whoſe Fullneſ5 awe receive, even Grat 
or Grace (n). | 
S. 6. ResoLves therefore ſtrenuouſly for the Servic 
of Gop, and for the Care of your Soul; but reſolit 
+« modeſtly and humbly.” Ewen the Youths fall fait 
and be weary, and the young Men utterly fall; but thy 
abo wait on the Lord, are the Perſons who renew 16! 


in the Preſence of the Lord, that it will not do this, d 
that, which has formerly offended him; when it is afraid 
abſolutely to promiſe, that it will perform this, * 

| FS | Dut), 


* 


t) Phil. i. 6. 


(4k) Phil. 3; 19. 
1) Joha i; 16, 


(1) Adi 
0) Ifai, xl. 
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Duty, with Vigour and Conſtancy ; but only expreſſes its 
humble earneſt Defire, that it may by Grace be enabled, 
to avoid the one, or purſue the other; then ſo far 28 
1 bett y Obſervation or Experience have reached, it is in the 
 - and belt Way to learn the happy Art of conquering Tempta- 
tions, and of diſcharging Duty. 

_y F. 7. On the other Hand, Let not your Dependance 
ill th pon this Spirit, and your Senſe of your own Weakneſs 
and Inſufficiency for any Thing ſpiritually Good without 


it down is continued Aid, diſcourage you from devoting yours 
no elt to.Gop, and engaging in a religious Life, conſider- 
voch." s ** what abundant Reaſon you have to hope, that 
ve you ' theſe gracious Influences will be communicated to you. 


The Light of Nature, at the ſame Time that it 
eacnes the Need we have of Help from Gop in a virtu- 
he um as Courle, may lead us to conclude, that fo 2 
in d Being, who beſtows on the moſt unworthy and carel ſs 
m He: ert of Mankind ſo many Bleflings, will take a peculiar 
- Biel i leaſure in communicating to ſuch as humbly aſk them, 
hoſe gracious Aſſiſtances, which may form their death- 

he bes Souls into his own Reſemblance, and fit them for 
der Hl at Happineſs to which their Rational Nature is ſuited, 
d for which it was in its firſt Conſtitution intended. 
rech, übe Ford of G OD will much more abundantly confirm 
| benel- ech an Hope. You there hear Divine Wiſdom crying, 
he den to thoſe who had long trifled with her Inſtructions, 
hege at my Repro, and 1 will pour out my Spirit up- 
" jou (p). You hear the Apoſtle ſaying, Let us come 
va to the Throne of Grace, that abe may obtain Mer« 
n Grat nd find Grace to help in every Time of Need (q). Vea, 
[ou there hear our Lord himſelf arguing in this ſweet and 
envincing Manner; JF ye being evil, know how to give 
« reſolft bod Gifts unto your Children, how much more ſhall your 
all fait Weavenly Father give His Hay Spirit unto them that aſk 
but ur? This Gift and Promiſe of the Spirit was given 
cab thei 1 Chrift, when He aſcended up on high, in J for 
„ declart i His true Diſciples. Gop hath ed it abroad abun- 
this, 0! ently upon us in Him (s). And I may add, that the 


„till be 


given: 
(r) Luke xi. 13. 


. Nor, i. 43. (4 Heb. iy. 1 6. 
| ui. 6, | 


f PHT; - SEE Be es on. INI 


Deſire vou feel aſter the farther Communication of 
e Writ, is the Reſult of the Firſt Fruits of it already 


148 MA Supplication for Divine Grace, Ch. ix, 


given: So that you may with peculiar Propriety inter. WW «. 
mou it as a ſpecial Call, to oper your Mouth <widt, that 44 

e may fill it (t). You ri, and therefore you may Wi «: + 
chearfully plead, that Fes hath invited you to come un « 
to Him and drink ; with a Promiſe, not only that yn T 


ſhall drink if you come unto Him, but alſo that out of WW «: | 
your Belly ſhall flow, as it were, Rivers of Living We « | 
ter for the Edification and Refreſhment of others (u). « , 

$.8. Go forth therefore, with humble Chearfulneſ, WW « | 
to the Proſecution of all the Duties of the Chriſtian Life, « | 
Go, and proſper, in the Strength of the Lord, matin Wi « 
mention of His Righteouſneſs, and of His only (x). And « | 
as a Token of farther Communications, may your Heart 7 


be quickened to the molt earneſt Deſires, after the Bl. 
ſings I have now been recommending to your Purſuit! o 
May yeu be ſtirred up to pour out your Soul before Gop, 


iin ſuch holy Breathings as theſe! and may they be y, tv 
= - daily Language in His gracious Preſence ! | 0 pe 
EY, g * fr 
An bumble SureL1caTion for the Influences of Divi" 1 

| Grace, to form and firengthen Religion in the Soul. * m 

, Wi 

4 DLESSED Goo! I fincerely acknowledge be.. to 

* 1 Þ fore Thee mine own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency “ T. 

« for any Thing that is ſpiritually Good. I have enge cr: 

* rienced it a Thouſand Times; and yet my fooliſh He the 

« would again 74H itſelf (y), and form Reſolutions “ the 
its own Strength. But let this be the Firſt-Fruits O not 

« thy gracious Influence upon it, to bring it to an hum. Th 

« ble Diſtruſt of itſelf, and to a Repoſe on Thee! MF % 
. Abundantly do 1 rejoice, O Lord, in the ki" ne 
1 Aſſurances which Thou giveſt me, of Thy Reading 7: 
to beſtow liberally and richly fo great a Benefit. 10 7 

« therefore, according to Thy condeſcending Invitation be 

* come with Baldneſs to the Throne of Grace, 1bat aft 

„% may find Grace to help in every Time of Need (2). ever 

* mean not, O Lord God, to turn thy Grace i", hi 

«*« Wantonneſs or Perverſeneſs (a), or to make my Weak 2 

8 


4: 


r „ neſs an Excuſe for Negligence and Sloth. I conf 
12 | "4 T 


2 ” 4 * a6 
tt) Pfal. Irxxi. 10. (u) John vii. 37, 3%, (x) Pſal. Ixxi. 


Ch; 18” to work Religion in the Soul. 149 


h. 16 
inter « Thou haſt already given me more Strength than I 
» that BR have uſed ; and I charge it upon myſelf, and not on 


| may Bl © Thee, that I have not long ſince received ſtill more 
me un. « abundant Sopplies. I defire for the future to be found 
lat you « diligent in the Uſe of all appointed Means ; in the 


out of „Neglect of which, 1 well know, that Petitions like 
g Wea e theſe would be a profane Mockery, and might much 
u). * more probably provoke Thee to take away what I 
ulnels, “ have, than prevail upon Thee to impart more. But 
n Lite. “ firmly reſolving to exert, myſelf to the utmoſt, I ear- 
main; “ neſtly intreat the Communications of Thy Grace, that 
A“ I may be enabled to fulfil that Reſolution, 
r Heart Be ſurety, O Lord, unto Thy Servant for Good (b) ! __ \, $1 
e Bel. “ Be pleaſed to ſhed abroad Thy Sanctifying Influences 
Purſuit: “ on my Soul, to form me for every Duty Thou requi- 
e Gol, © reſt ! Implant, I beſeech Thee, every Grace and Vir- 
be you“ tue deep in mine Heart; and maintain the happy Tem- 
per in the Midſt of thoſe Aſſaults, from within and 
from without, to which I am continually liable, while 
f Divine “ J am ſtill in this World, and carry about with me ſo 
Soul. many Infirmities ! Fill my Breaſt, I beſeech Thee, 
with good Affections, towards Thee, my Gop, and 
doe BF" towards my Fellow: Creatures; Remind me always of 
;Mciencl Wl Thy Preſence ; and may I remember, that every ſe- 
ve exp cret Sentiment of my Soul is open to Thee! May I 
ſh Heart therefore guard againſt the firſt Riſings of Sin, and 
ations u, che firſt Approaches to it! And that Satan may 
Fruits d not find Room for his Evil Suggeſtions, I earneltly beg, 
an hum Thou, Lord, wouldſt fill my Heart by Thine Holy 
ee! Hirit, and take up thy Refidence there ! Davell in 
the kin Le, and walk with me (c); and let 2 Body be the 
Readineb Temple of the Holy Ghoſt (d) ! 7 
ft, 100 | May I be fo joined to Chrift Teſus my Lord, as to 
avitatioh de one Spirit with Him (e), and feel His invigorating 
e, bat. Influences continually bearing me on, ſuperior to 
4 (z). every Temptation, and to every Corruption ! That 
race i" while the Touths /ball faint and be weary, and the 
ny Wear % Men utterly fall, I may ſo wait upon the Lord, 


$ to renew my Strength(f) ; and may go on from one 

2 H Degree 
&) Plal exi 122. (e) 2 Cor. vi. 16, (d) 1 Cor, vi. 19. 
* Cor, M. 27, (f) Lai. xl, 30, 31. | 


FAY 


150 A Supplication for Divine Grace. "Sis 
4% Degree of Faith, and Love, and Zeal, and Holineſs, 
& to another. till I appear perfect before Thee in Zion (g), 
* to drink in immortal Vigour and Joy, from Thee, 
WS + as the everlaſting Fountain of both, tho Jeſus Chrif 
my Lord, in whom I have Righteouſneſs and 
Serengtb (h), and to whom I deſire ever to aſcribe 
the Praiſe of all mine Improvements in both] Amen,” 

= | 


Www Tv 


(s) Pfal. Ixxxiv. 7. (h) Iſai. xlv. 24. 


Ek. 16, The Difficulties that attend Religion, 15 


CHAP, XVI. } 


The CarsT1an Cox vERT warned of, and 

animated againſt, thoſe Diſcouragements: 
pick he muſt expect to meet with, When 
4 {entering on a Religious Courſe. 7 


Gn bas inſirudted His Diſciples to expect Oppoſition. y 
nd Difficulties in the Way to Heaven. F. 1. There- 
22 IJ 4 * farticular View of them is taken, 4 
(i.) From the Remainders of indwelling 9 
. . (2.) From the 2 Id, and eſpecially from © 1 
. ferwer gef 9893 F. (3.] From the Temps- 1 
tations and Suggeſtions of & Ay F. 4. [II. J The CH 
| Han is animated and encouraged by various Confide-  _ 
* Fatiohs to oppoſe them ; particularly, — Pre- 
Since r & 95.75 Aids of Chriſt, the Ex- 
ample of others, æolo thi) feeble haue AY „ 
and the Croaun , Giry to be expected. F. 
8 the) Apeflacy abould & infinitely Rk 8 
Chriſtian may preſs on chearfulh. F. 7. Accordingly. 
"the Soul, alarmed by theſe Vieas, is repreſented as 


committing itſelf to GOD, in the egy which con | 
eludes the Chapter. — 


\ 1. 


* 


IT H che utmoſt Nopptery has our Divins- 3: 
' | Maſter required us, to five i enter in at ns, 
the ale Gare (a); thereby (as it ſeems) intimatin 
— x voly that the Paſſage i is narrow; but that it is be et 
Enemies ; beſet on the Right Hand, and on the 
0 1 with, Enemies cunning and formidable And be 


H 2 | EOS 


u At 


9 » n . 


= — — — 


152 The Soul in Dang er from indwelling Sin, Ch. 16. 


aſſured, O Reader, that whatever your Circumſtances 
in Life are, you muſt met and encounter them. It will 
therefore be your Prudence, to ſurvey them attent vely 
in your own Reflections, that you may ſee what you are 


© ty —_ nn. Be 


to expect; and may conſider in what Armour it is necel- 
ſary you ſhou!d be clothed, and with what Weapons you. 
muſt be furniſhed to manage the Combat. You have of- 
ten heard them marſhalled, as it were, under Three great C 
Leaders, the Fleh, the World, and the Devil; and ac- 
cording to this Diſtribution, I would call you to con- T 
ſider the Forces of each, as ſetting themſelves in Array * 
againſt you, Oh that you may be excited to e 0 BF 7 
yourſelf the whole Armour of G OD (b) and to acquit F. 
yourſelf like a Man (c), and a Chriſtian ! 3 
$. 2. LET your Conſcience anſwer, whether you do. 7 
not carry about with you à corrupt and a degenerate Ma- | 4 
ture? You will, I doubt not, feel its Effects. Vou 8 
will feel, in the Language of the Apoſtle, (Who ſpeaks 0 
of it as the Caſe of (Hriſtians themſelves,) the Flip luſt- th 
ing againſt the Spirit, ſo that you ewill not be able, in V; 
all Inſtances, to do the Things that you would (d). You 5 
brought irregular Propenſities into the World along with 42 
vou; and you have ſo often indulged thoſe finful Inclina- a 
tions, that you have greatly increaſed their Strength; and 
you will find in Conſequence of it, that theſe Habits can- — 
not be broke thro' without great Difficulty. You will, 24x 
no doubt, often recolle& the ſtrong Figures, in whici ſav 
the Prophet deſcribes a Caſe like yours; and you will i ts 
own, that it is juſtly repreſented by that / an Ethiopian you 
changing his Skin, and the Leopard his Spots (e). It is berh 
indeed poſſible, that at firſt you may find ſuch an Edge and Why 
Eagerneſs upon your Spirits, as may lead you to imagine, R. Fr 
that all Oppoſition will immediately fall before you. But has þ 
alas, I fear, that in a little Time theſe Enemies which with. 
ſeemed to be lain at your Feet, will revive, and recover * 
their Weapons, and renew the Aſſault in one Form or at Who 
ther. And perhaps your moſt painful Combats may be with may 
ſuch as you had thought moſt eaſy to be vanquiſhed, and Expre 
your greateſt Danger may ariſe from ſome of thoſe Ene- Which 
mies from whom you apprehended the leaſt ; ee 
[ 


b vi- 234, (6) 1 Cor, xvi. 23,4 Je) Gal, v. 37 


—_— 
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from Pride, and from Indolence of Spirit ; from a ſecret 
Alienation of Heart from God, and from an Indiſpoſition 
for converſing with Him, thro' an immoderate Attachment 
to Things ſeen and Temporal, which may be oftentimes ex- 
ceeding dangerous to your Salvation, tho? perhaps they be 
not abſolutely and univerſally prohibited. In a Thouſand 
of theſe Inſtances, you mult learn to deny your/elf, or you 
cannot be Chriſt's Diſciple (f). 


. 3. You mult alſo lay your Account, to find great 


Difficulties from 7he Mord; from its Manners, Cuſtoms, 
and Examples. The Things of the World will hinder 
, you one Way; and the Men of the World another. 
Perhaps you may meet with much leſs Aſſiſtance in Reli- 
gion, than you are now ready to expect, from Good Men. 
The preſent Generation of them is generally ſo cautious 
to avoid every Thing that looks like Oſtentation, and 
there ſeems ſomething ſo inſupportably dreadful in the 
Charge of Enthuſiaſm, that you will find moſt of your 
Chriſtian Brethren ſtudying to conceal their Virtue and 


their Piety, much more than others ſtudy to conceal their 
Vice and their Profaneneſs. But while, unleſs your Si- , 


tuation be ſingularly happy, you meet with very little. 


Atl one Way, you will, no doubt, find great Oppoſition: | 


another. The Enemies of Religion will be bold and ac- 
tive in their Aſſaults, while many of its Friends ſeem un- 


concerned: And One Sinner will probably exert himſelf 


more to corrupt you, than Ten Chriſtians to ſecure and 
ave you. They, who have once been your Companions 
m Sin, will try a Thouſand artful Methods to allure 
you back again to their forſaken Society : Some of them 
perhaps, with an Appearance of tender Fondneſs; nd 
many more by the almoſt irreſiſtible Art of Banter an 

Riditule : That boaſted 7e of Right and Wrong, as it 
has been wantonly called, will be tried upon you, perhaps 


Without any Regard to Decency, or even to common 
Humanity. You will be derided and inſulted by thoſe, ©. 


Whoſe Efteem and Affection you naturally deſire; and 


Eepreſfon of the Apoile, the Trial of crue! Mockings (8), 


a . 481) Mat. xvi. 24. (8) Heb, xi. 36. " 


My find much more Propriety than you imagine, in that 


dich ſome fear more than either Sword or Flames. FHs 
erſecution of the Tongue you muſt expect to go thro!} | 
N25 H 3 and 


5 


— — 


— 


754 Satan will labour to difireſs the Soul. Ch. Ib. 


and jerhaps may be branded aa Lunatick, for no other 
Cauſe, than that you begin to exerciſe your Reaſon to 
Purpoſe, and will not join with thoſe that are defiroying 
their own Souls, in their wild Career of Folly and Macne's, 
9. 4. And it is not at all improbable, that in the 
mean Fime Satan may be doing his utmoſt to difcourage 
and diſtreſs you. He will no doubt, raiſe in your Ima- 
gination the moſt tempting Idea of the Gratifications, the 
induigerces, and the Companions, you are obliged to 
forſake ; and give you the moſt diſcouraging and terrify- 


ing View of the Difficulties, Severities, and Danger,. 


which are (as he will perſuade you,) inſeparable from Re- 
ligion. He will not fail to repreſent G O D Himſelf, the 
Fountain of Goodneſs and Happineſs, as an hard Maſ: 


ter, whom it is impuſſible to pleaſe. He will perhaps fil. 


you with the moſt diſtreſsful Fears, and with cruel and 
inſolent Malice gloxy over you as his Slave, when he 
knows you are the Lord's Freeman. At one Time he will 
ſtudy by his vile Suggeſtions to interrupt you in your 


-Duties, as if they gave him an additional Fower over 


you: At another Iime he will endeavour to weary you 
of your Devotion, by influencing you to prolong it to an 
zimmoderate and tedious Length, leſt his Power ſhould be 
exerted upon you when it ceaſes. In ſhort, this pradiiled 


Deceiver has . Artifices, which it would require whole' 
Volumes to diſplay, with particular Cautions aguinlt | 


each. And he will follow you with malicious Arts and 
Purſuits to the very End of your Pilgrimage; and wil 
leave no Method unattempted, which may be likely t 
weaken your Hands, and to ſadden your Heart; that!, 
thro' the gracious Inter poſition of Gop, he cannot pie 
vent your final Happineſs, he may at leaſt im pair you! 
Peace and your Uſefulneſs, as you are paſſing to it. 

$. 5. Tuis is what the People of Gop feel ; and 
what you will feel in ſome Degree or other, if you halt 
your Lot and your Portion among them. But aſter all, 
be not diſcouraged : CHRIST is the Captain f your Sal 
wation (h). It is delightful to conſider Him under ti 
View. When we take a Survey of theſe Hoſts of Ee 
mies, We may lift up our Head amidſt them all, au 
fay, More and greater, is He tbat is with at, 7 


iz A083 Heb. ii. 12 


» « ws - —  _ - * * 6 a ed © 


Ch. 16. Yet has he till enough to encourage him. 155 


"all thoſe that are againff us (i). Trufl in the Lord, and 

| to vou «vill be like Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, 
ing but -abideth for ever (k). When your Enemies preſs up- 
1e's. on you, remember you are to fight in the Preſence of 

the 60D (I). Endeavour therefore to act a gallant and a 
rage reſolute Part: Endeavour to et them fledfaſt in the 
ma- Faith (m). Remember, He can give Power to the Faint, 
the and inerea ſe Strength to them that hade no Might (n). 

J to He hath done it in Ten Thouſand Inſtances already ; 
rify- and He will do it in 'Ten Thouſand more. How many 
gers, Striplings have conquered their gigantick Foes in all their 

1 Re- moſt formidable Armour, when they have gone forth 
the againſt them, tho' but as it were with a Staff and @ 
Maf: Hing, in the Name of the Lord GOD of Ifrael lo) ! 
ps fl {How many Women and Children have trodden down” 
| and he Force of the Enemy, and out of Weakneſs have been 
en he BN made firong (p) “ N 
ze will F. 6. AnipsT all the Oppoſition of Earth and Hell, 

your look upward, and look forward; and you will feel your 

r over” WA Heart animated by the View. Your General is near: 
ry you He is near to aid you: He is near to reward you. When 
t to an yu feel the Temptation preſs: the hardeſt, think of Him 
ld de who" endured even the Crofs itſelf for your Reſcue. 
aCtiſed View the Fortitude of your Divine Leader, and endea- 
who Vour to march on in His Steps. Hearken to His Voice, 
againk fot he proclaims it aloud, Behold, I come quickly, and my 
res and Neabard is with me (q): Be thou faithful unto Death, 
nd will and I auill give thee a Crown of Life (r). And Ol 
:ely t0 how bright will it ſhine ! and how long will its Luſtre 
that! lat! When the Gems that adorn the Crowns of Mon- 
not pie archs, and paſs (inſtructive Thought!) from one Royal 
Ur you Head to another thro' ſucceeding Centuries, are melted 
it. down in the laſt Flame, it is a Crown of Glory which 
el ; and fadeth not away (s). | | | 
ou * y. 7. Ir is indeed true, that ſuch at turn afide to 


aſter 2% eroored Paths, will be led forth with the Workers of Iniqui- 


your 80 ty (t)-to that terrible Execution, which the Divine Juſtice 
nder 15 Bl | H 4 NS 
of Lee c : Kings vi. | 1 4 ö 
"All all We, ings vi. 16. (K) Pfal. cxxv. 1. (1) Zech. x. 5. 
All, 15 (m) 1 Pet. v. 9g. (n) Iſai. XI. 29. (o) 1 Sam. xvil. 40, 45. 
45 4 ol 4 ö) Heb. xi. 34. N (q) Rev, xxii. 12. (r) Rev. il, 10. 


et. v. 4. (t) Pfal, cxxv. 5. 


* 8 
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The Soul alarmed by theſe Views, Ch, 16, 


is preparing for them; and it would have been %. 
ter for them, not to have known the Way of Righteonſncj;, 
than after having known it, to turn aſia? from tie l 
Commandment (u), But I would, by Divine Grace, 
hobe better Things of you (x). And I make it my hearty 
Prayer for you, my Reader, that you may be Aer by te 
mighty Power of GOD, kept as in a Garriſon, on all 
Sides fortified, in the ſecureſt Manner, thro” Faith unt 
Salvation (y). | | 


De Soul alarmed by a Senſe of theſe D:ficulties, commit. 
ting it/elf to Divine Protection. E 


s LESSED Gov, it is to Thine Almighty 
<< Power that I flee. Behold me ſurrounded with 
„ Difficulties and Dangers, and ſtretch out 'Thine Omni 
«© potent Arm to ſave me; Oh thou that ſaweſt by Tiy 
« Right Hand them that put their Truſt in Thee, from 
*© thoſe that riſe up againſt them (z) This Day do! 
. * ſolemnly put myſelf under 'T'hy Protection: Exert Thy 
Power in my Favour, and permit me to make 14 
*© Shadow of Thy Wings my Refuge (a) ! Let Thy Grace 
be ſufficient for me, and Thy Strength be made penfed 

in my Weakneſs (b) I dare not ſay, I will n ver 7 
«« forſake Thee; I will never deny Thee (c): But I hope, bes 
] can truly ſay, O Lord, 1 would not do it; and 3 
** that according to my preſent Apprehenſion and Pur- « x 


* poſe, Death would appear to me much leſs. terrible, 1 je 
than in any wilful and deliberate Inſtance to - offend * 
«© Thee. Oh root out thoſe Corruptions from my Heart, m 
* which in an Hour of preſſing Temptation might in- "i 
«© cline me to view Things in a different Light, and ſ . +. 


might betray me into the Hand of the Enemy 
* Strengthen my Faith, O Lord, and encourage m/ 
Hope! Inſpire me with an heroick Reſolution in oppo: 
fing every Thing that lies in my Way to Heaven; an 
let me et my Face lite a Flint (d), againſt all the Al- 
. *© faults of Earth and Hell ! JF Sinners entice me, let me 


not conſent (e); if they inſult me, let me not regard 7 
| : | « 66 1 


(f) 


(v) 2 Pet. ii, 21. (x) Heb. vi. 9. (y) 1 Pet. i. 5. 
(2) Pſal, xvii. 7. (a) Pſal. lvii. 1. (b) 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
c) Mark xiv, 31. (d) Iſai. I. 7. (e) Prov. i. 10. 
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Ch. 16. commts itſelf to GOD in Prayer. 


57 
if they threaten me, let me not fear ! Rather may a 


holy and ardent, yet prudent and well governed Zeal, 
take Occafion from that Malignity of Heart which 


they diſcover, to attempt their Conviction and Refor- © 
mation ! At leaſt, let me never be aſhamed to plead 
Thy Cauſe againſt the moſt profane Deriders of Reli- 


gion! Make me to hear Foy and Gladne/s in my Soul; 
and I will endeavour to teach Tranſgreſſors Thy Ways, 
that Sinners may be converted unto Thee (f)] Yea, 
Lord, while my Fears continue, tho' I ſhould ap- 
prehend myſelf condemned, I am condemned ſo righ- 
teouſly for my own Folly, that I would be Thine 
Advocate, tho' againſt my ſelf. 

Keep me, O Lord, now, and at all Times! Never 
let me think, whatever Age or Station I attain, 
that I am ſtrong enough to maintain the Combat with- 
out. Thee ! Nor let me imagine myſelf, even in this 
Infancy of Religion in my Soul, ſo weak, that Thou 
canſt not ſupport me! Wherever Thou leadeſt me, 
there let me follow; and whatever Station Thou ap- 
pointeſt me, there let me labour; there let me main- 
tain the Holy War againſt all the Enemies of my Sal- 
vation, and rather fall in it, than baſely abandon it! 
'* And Thou, O glorious Redeemer, the Captain of 


my Salvation, the great Author and Finiſher of 1 
Faith (g), when Jam in Danger of denying Thee, as 


Peter did, Jook upon me with that Mixture of Ma- 


errible, * Jelty and Tenderneſs (h), which may either ſecure me f 
. offend from falling, or may ſpeedily recover me to Gop and g 
Heat, , my Duty again! And teach me to take Occaſion, even 4 
ght w. from my Miſcarriages, to humble myſelf more deeply 

and lo * for all that has been amiſs, and to redouble my future 
nem)! Diligence and Caution ! Amen.“ 
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CHAP. XVII 


The CHRISTIAN urged to, and aſſiſted in, 
an expreſs Act of SELF-DEDICATION tv 


the Service of G OD. 


The Advantages of ſuch a Surrender are bricfly ſuggeſtid, 
FS. 1. Advices for the Manner of doing it; that it lt 
deliberate, chearful, entire, and perpetual ; \. 2,3, 4 
and that it be expreſſed with ſome affecting Solemnity, 
F. 5. A written Inflrument to be figned and declared 
before G OD at ſome Seaſon of extraordinary Devotin, 
propoſed. F. 6, 7. The Chapter concludes with a M. 
cimen of ſuch an Inflrument, together <with an Al. 
fira® of it, to be uſed with proper and requiſite At 


teraticns. 


F. 1. S I would wope, that notwithſtanding all the 

| Views of Oppoſition which do or may ariſe, 
vet. in Conſideration of thoſe noble Supports and Moti: 
which have been mentioned in the Two preceeding Chap 
ters, you are heartily determined for the Service of Gol, 
1 would now urge you to make a ſolemn Surrender i 
yourſelf unto it. Do not only form ſuch a Purpose 

ia your Heart, but expreſsly declare it in the Divine Pre 
ſence. Such Solemnity in the Manner of doing it,“ 
certainly very reaſonable in the Nature of Things; a 

ſure it is highly expedient, for binding to the Lord ſuch 

_ a treacherous Heart, as we know our o] to be. It wi 

be pleaſant to reflect upon it, as done at ſuch and ſuch 4 
Aimee, with ſuch and ſuch Circumſtances of Place #" 
Method, which mzy ſerve to ſtrike the Memory and tx 
Conſcience. The Senſe of the Vows f GOD æobill 

4 e fen you, will ſtrengthen you in an Hour of 2 
1 3 | tation! 


** 
9 


wir ” 
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tation; and the Recollection may alſo encourage your 

humble Boldneſs and Freedom in applying to Him, un- 

der the Character and Relation of your Covenant GOD 
and Father, as future Exigencies may require. 


F. 2. Do it therefore, < it deliberately. Conſi- 


der, what it is, that you arg do: And conſider, how 
reaſonable it is, that it ſnouo be done, and done cordi- 
ay and chearfully ; not by Conſtraint, but willingly (a); 
For in this Senſe, and in every other, GOD. lowes a chear- 
ful Giver (b). Now ſurely there is nothing we ſhould do 
with greater Chearfulneſs or more coxdial Conſent, than 
making ſuch a Surrender of ourſelves to the Loa o; to 
the Gop, who created us, who brought us into this 
pleaſant and well furniſhed World, who ſupported us in 
our tender Infancy, who guarded us in the thoughtleſs 
Days of Childhood and Youth, who has hitherto con- 
tinually helped, ſuſtained, and preſerved us. Nothing 


my can be more reaſonable, than that we ſhould acknow- 
whe. ledge Him, as our rightful Owner and our Sovereign 
185 Rd Ruler; than that we ſhould devote ourſelves to Him, as 
5 1 bur moſt gracious Benefactor, and ſeek him as our ſu- 
fr al pream Felicity, Nothing can be more apparently equit- - 


able, than that we, the Product of His Power, and the 
Price of His Son's Blood, ſhould be His, and His for 
ever. If you ſee the Matter in its juſt View, it will be 


you have in Times paſt yielded your Members as Inſtruments 

Purpo® of Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin, you will delight to yze/d e“, .-. 

vine Pre ſelves anto GOD, as alive from the Dead, and to employ © | 
it, Þ Jour Members as Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unta GOD (e). 


r all the the Grief of your Soul, that you have ever alienated- 

ay ariſe, yourſelf from the Bleſſed Gop and His Service; ſo far 

Moti'6 will you be from wiſhing to continue in that Eſtate of - 

g Chap Alienation another Year, or another Day. You will re- 

of oy Joice to bring back to Him his revolted Creature; and as 

euder 7 
i 


125 5 * y. 3. The Surrender will alſo be as entire, as it is 
,ord 4 chearful and immediate. All you are, and all you have, 
e. It . and all you can do, your Time, your Poſſeſſions, your In- 
nd ſuch 1 lvence over others, will be devoted to Him, that for the 
Place ©" BF future it may be employed entirely for Him, and to 
y and bh & Glory. You will defire to keep back nothing from 
2 11 Him ; but will ſeriouſly judge, that you are then in the 
O 45 HE bY Be "Fs 1 


WOE trueſt 
$9) x Pet, v. 2. (b) 2 Cor, ix, 7, le) Rom. w. 13. 


tations 
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trueſt and nobleſt Senſe your ob, when you are moſt er. 
tirely His. You are alto on this great Occaſion, to re- 
fign all that you have to h iſpoſal of His wiſe and 
gracious Providence; not one S wning His Power, but 
conſenting to His undoubted Right, to do what He 
pleaſes with you, and all that He has given you; and 
declaring a hearty Approbation of all that He has done, 
and of all that He may farther do. 
$. 4. Oc more, Let me remind you, that this Sur. 
render muſt be perpetual. You muſt give yourſelf up to 
God in ſuch a Manner, as never more to pretend to be 
your own: For the Rights of Gop are, like His Nature, 
Eternal and Immutable ; and with Regard to His Rational 
Creatures, are the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 
F. 5. I wouLD farther adviſe and urge, that this De- t 
dication may be made wzith all poſſible Solemnity. Do 21 
it in expreſs Words.» And perhaps, it may be in many fu 
Caſes molt expedient, as many pious Divines have recom- 51 
mended, to do it in Writing, Set your Hand and Seal to | 
it, „that on ſuch a Day of ſuch a Month and Year, and 
*© at ſuch a Place, on full Conſideration and ſerious Re- 
«*« flection, you came to this happy Reſolution, that avhot- 
& ever others might do, you would ſerve the Lord (d).“ 
F. 6. Sven an Inſtrument, you may, if you pleaſe, 
draw up for yourſelf ; or if you rather chuſe to have it 
drawn up to your Hand, you may find ſomething of this 
Nature below, in which you may eaſily make ſuch Al- 
terations as ſhall ſuit your Circumſtances, where there is 
any Thing peculiar in them. But whatever you uſe, 
weigh it abell, meditate attentively upon it, that you 
may not be raſh with your Mouth to utter any Thing be— 
fore GOD (e). And when you determine to execute thi 
Inſtrument, let the Tranſaction be attended with ſom? 
more than ordinary Religious Retirement, Make it, if 
you conveniently can, a Day of ſecret Faſting and 
Prayer; And when your Heart is prepared with a be- 
coming Awe of the Divine Majeſty, with an humble 
Confidence in His Goodneſs, and an earneſt Deſire of 
His Favour, then preſent yourſelf on your Knees before 
Gop, and read it over deliberately and ſolemnly 3 and 


Wien you have ned it, lay it by in ſome ſecure Place, 
| where 


1 —— 8 
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(4) Joſh. xxive 17. (e) Ecel, v. 2 


| 17. 
ſt ex- 
o re- 
and 
„ but 
t He 
mand 
done, 


5 Sur. 
up to 
to be 
ature, 
tional 
ver. 
is De- 
Do 
many 
ecom- 
zeal to 
r, and 
us Re- 
at- 
d).“ 
pleate, 
1ave it 
of this 
ch Al- 
here is 
u uſe, 


"that Day () ! 


Ch. 17. An Inſtrument propoſed, as proper for it. 161 


where you may review it whenever you pleaſe; ar make 
it a Rule with yourſelf, to rewienwy it, if poſſible, at cer- 
tain Seaſons of the Year, that you may keep up the Re- 
membrance of it. 

5. 7. Ar leaſt take this Courſe, *till you ſee your 
Way clear to the Table of the Lord, where you are to re- 
new the /ame Covenant, and to ſeal it, with more af- 
fecting Solemnities, And Gop grant, that you may be 
Enabled to keep it, and in the whole of your Converſati- 
on to walk according to it! May it be an Anchor to your 
Soul in every Temptation, and a Cordial to it in eve:y 
Affliction! May the RecolleQion of it embolden your 
Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace now, and give additi- 
onal Strength to your departing Spirit, in a Conſciouſneſs 
that it is aſcending to your Covenant Gop and Father, 
and to that gracious Redeemer, whoſe Power and Faith- 
fulneſs will ſecurely keep what you commit to Him until 


* 


An Example of SELF- DRDI Cr oN, or a Solcmn Form 
of renewing our Covenant with GOD, 


" TERNAL and unchangeable Te vovan! Thou 
2 great Creator of Heaven and Earth, and ador- 
able Lord of Angels and Men! I deſire, with the 
* deepeſt Humiliation and Abaſement of Soul, to fall 
down at this Time in Thine awful Preſence ; and ear- 
neſtly pray, that Thou wilt penetrate my very Heart 
with a ſuitable Senſe of Thine unutterable and incon- 
ceivable Glories ! | 

* Trembling may juſtly take hold upon me (g), when 
I a finful Worm preſume. to lift up my Head to Thee, 
preſume to appear in 'Thy Majeſtick Preſence, on ſach 
an Occaſion as this. Who am 1, O Lord GOD, or 
what is my Houſe (h)? what is my Nature or De- 
** ſcent, my Character and Deſert, that I ſhould ſpeak 
** of this, and defire that I may be one Party in a 
CovenanT, where Thou, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, art the ether! 1 blufs, and am gron- 
** Founded, even to mention it before Thee. But, O 
Lord, great as is Thy Mazeſty, ſo alſo is Thy Marge 
* . | e 66 1 


(h) 2 Sam. vii. 18. 
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If Thou wilt hold Converſe with any of Thy Crea- 
tures, Thy ſuperlatively exalted, Nature muſt Qoop, 
muſt ſtoop infinitely low. And*'I know, that in and 
thro' Feſus, the Son of Thy Love, Thou condeſcend- 
eſt to viſit ſiaful Mortals, and ta allow their Approach 
to Thee, and their Covenant-Intercourſe with Thee: 
Nay, I know, that the Scheme and Plan is Thine on, 


and that Thou haſt graciouſly ſent to propoſe it to us; 


as none untaught by Thee would have been able to 
form it, or inclined to embrace it even when actually 
propoſed. be | 

„To Thee therefore do I now come, invited by the 
Name of Thy Son, and truſting in His Righteouſnels 
and Grace. Laying myſelf at Thy Feet auith Sham? 
and Con fuſion of Face, and ſmiting upon my Breaſ?, | 
ſay with the humble P«b/ican, GOD be merciful t1 
me a Sinmer (1)! I acknowledge, O Lord, that J 


have been a great Tranſgreſſor. My Sins have reach- 


ed unto. Heaven (x), and mine Iniquities are lifted 19 


unto the Skies (I). The irregular Propenſities of my 
* corrupted and drgenerate Nature have, in Ten 'Thou- 


ſand aggravated Inflances, avrought to bring fort» 
Fruit unto Death (m). And if Thou ſhouldit be ſtrict 
to mark mine Offences, I muſt be ſilent under a Load 
of Guilt, and immediately fink into Deſtruction. But 
Thou haſt graciouſly called me to return unto Thee, 
tho' I have been a evandering Sheep, a prodigal Sn, 
a back ſliding Child (n). Behold therefore, O Lord, 
1 come unto Thee, I come, convinced not only of 
my Sin, but of my Folly. I come, from my very 
Heart aſhamed of myſelf, and with an Acknowledg- 
ment in the Sincerity and Humility of my Soul, that 
T have played the Fool, and have erred exceedingly (0). 
I am confounded myſelf at the Remembrance of theſe 
Things: But be Thou merciful to my Unrighteouſne/, 
and do not remember againſ! me my Sins and my Tranſ, 
greſſiors (p)! Permit me, O Lord, to bring back un- 
to Thee thoſe Powers and Faculties, which I have 
avgratefully and facrilegiouſly alienated from Th 

« Service; 
(i)\Luke xviii. 13. (k) Rev. xviii. 5. (]) Jer. VF. 9. 
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« that henceforth I am Thine, entirely Thine, 


Teneroed. 103 


« Service; and receive, I beſeech Thee, Thy poor re- 
& yolted Creature, who is now convinced of Thy Right 
„to him, and deſtres nothing in the whole World lo 
„% much as to be Thine! 

% Bleſſed God, it is with the utmoſt Solemnity that 
« I make this Surrender of my/e/f unto Thee. Hear, 
« O Heavenr, and give Far, O Earth: I awouch the 
« Lord this Day to be my GOD (q); and I avouch*and 
„declare myſelf this Day to be one of His Covenant- 
* Children and People, Hear; O Thou Gop of Hea- 
„ven, and record it in the Back of Thy Remembrance (r). 
I would 
„ not merely conſecrate unto Thee ſome of my Powers, 
or ſome of my Poſſeſſions; or give Thee. a certain 
Proportion of my Services, or all I am capable of for 
& a limited Time; but I would be ev/4/ly Thine, and 
„ine for ever, From this Day, do I ſolemnly re- 


* nounce all the former Lords which have had Domins- 


en over me (s), every Sin and every Luſt; and bid in 
Thy Name an eternal Defiance, to the Powers of 
Hell, which have moſt unjuſtly uſurped the Empire 
* over my Soul, and to all the Corruptions which their 


fatal Temptations have introduced into it. The whole 


% Frame of my Nature, all the Faculties of my Miad, 
and all the Members of my Body, would I preſent be- 
fore Thee this Day, as a living Sacrifice, holy and ac- 


e ceptable unto GOD, which 1 know to be my moſt rea- 


« fonable Service (t). To Thee I conſecrate' a// my 
* evorldly Poſſe ions: In Thy Service I defire-to.ſpend 
** all the Remainder of my Time upon Earth, and beg 
** Thon wouldſt inſtruct and influence me, ſo that, whe- 
ther my Abode here be longer or ſhorter, every Year 
and Month, every Day and Hour may be uſed in ſuch 
* a Manner as ſhall moſt effectually promote Thine Ho- 
n ur, and ſubſerve the Schemes of Thy wiſe and gra- 
cious Providence. And I earneſtly pray, that what- 
ever Influence Thou giveſt me over others, in any of 
the ſuperior Relations of Life in which IL. may ſtand, 
© or in.Confequence of any peculiar Regard which may | 
be 2 5 to me, Thou wouldſt give me Strength and 
5 66 Courage 
00 Deut. xv. 17 (r) Mal, iii, 16. (s) Lal. xxvia 13. | 
(t) Rom, xii, x, 


2 Bo 


464 A ſolemn Form of Self. Dedication, Ch, 17 


170 
« Courage to exert myſelf to the utmoſt /r Thy Glory: 
«© Reſolving, not only that I will myſelf do it, but 
*« that all others, ſo far as I can rationally and properly 
* influence them, Hall ſerve the Lad (u) In this 
*© Courſe, O Bleſted Gop, would I ſteadily per/ewere 
& to the very End of my Life; carneſtly praying, that 
« every future Day of it may ſupply the Deficie:.cies, 
„ and correct the Irregularities of the former; and that 
] may by Divine Grace be enabled, not only to hold 
c on in that happy Way, but daily to grow more active 4 
« init! | 
« Nor do I only conſecrate all that I am, and have, 
& to Thy Service; but I alſo muſt humbly reſign, and 
« ſubmit to Wine holy and Sovereign Will, myiclf, and 
« all that I can call mine. I leave, O Lord, to Thy 
„ Management, and Direction all J poſſeſs, and all I 
« wiſh; and ſet every Enjoy ment and every Intereſt be- 
& fore Thee, to be diſpoſed of as Thou pleaſeſt. Con- 
«* tinue, or remove, what thou haſt given me; beſtow, 
« or refuſe, what 1 imagine | want, as Thou, Lord, 
% fhalt fee Good! And tho' I dare not ſay, I <vill never 
« repine; yet J hope I may venture to ſay, that 1 gil 
% labour, not only to ſubmit, but to acguieſce; not only 
*© to bear what Thou doeft in Thy moſt afffictive Dit- 
« penſations, but 70 conſent to it, and to praiſe Thee for 
«& it; contentedly reſolving, in all that Thou appointeſt 
« for me, my Will into 'Thine, and looking on my ſelf 
„ as Nothing, and on Thee, O Gop, as the great 
„ Eternal ALL, whoſe Word ought to determine every 
„% Thing, and whoſe Government ought to be the Joy of 
« the whole Rational Creation. | 
«« Uſe me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, as the Inſtru- 
& ment of Thy Glory; and honour me ſo far, as, either 
« by doing or ſuffering what Thou ſhalt appoint, to 
« bring ſome Revenue of Praiſe to Thee, and of Bene- 
« fit to the World in which 1 dwell! And may it pleaſe 
Thee, from this Day forward, to number me among 
„ Thy peculiar People, that I may no more be a Stranger 
* and Foreigner, but a Fellow Citizen with the Saints, 
« and of the Houſhold of GOD (w)! Receive, O Hea- 
4% yenly Father, Thy returning Prodigal! Waſh me in 
„the Blood of Thy dear Son; clothe me with His pe; 
3 «fe 


v). Joſb, Xx, 359. I Eph, ii, 19, 


Ch. 17. by which the Covenant may be renewed. I 
« fe Righteouſneſs ; and ſanRify me throughout by tie 


ory: N 
5 « Power of Thy Spirit! Deſtroy, I beſeech Thee, more 0 | 
erly and more the Power of Sin in mine Heart! Tranſ- JV 
| « form me more into Thine own Image, and faſhion me Wi 
Vere * to the Reſemblance of Jeſus, whom henceforward L 7.8 
that * would acknowledge as my Teacher and Sacrifice, my 167 
ies, „ Interceſſor and my Lord] Communicate to me, I be- 5 
that * ſeech Thee, all needful Influenges of Thy purifying, h | 
20 * Thy chearing, and Thy comforting Spirit ! And /z/? by 
tiv *« up that Light of Thy Countenance upon me, which a 44 
66: put the {ublimeſt Joy and (rladneſs into my Soul (x) "29 * | 
ave * Diſpoſe my Affairs, O God, in a Manner which of 
ant * may be moſt ſubſervient to Thy Glory and my own al 
a , ** trueſt Happineſs ; and when 1 have done and borne | 
Thy „Thy Will upon Earth, call me from hence, at what 
111 Time, and in what Manner Thou pleaſeſt: Only 
; grant, that in my dying Moments, and in the near 
on- proſpects of Eternity, I may remember theſe my En- 
ow, ** gagements to Thee, and may employ my lateſt Breath 
ord, in Thy Service! and do Thou, Lord, when Thou ſeeſt | 
ver ** the Agonies of diſſolving Nature upon me, remember 5 
will * This Covenant too, even tho! I ſhould then be inca- i 
only ** pable of recollecting it! Look down, O my Hea- 1 
Dit- * yenly Father, with a pitying Eye upon Thy languiſh- 55 
* ing, Thy dying Child; place Thine Everlaſting Arms 1 
iteſt * underneath me for my Support : put Strength and . 
(elf Confidence into my departing Spirit; and receive it to 1101 
reat the Embraces of Thine Everlaſting Love ! Welcome WW 
very * 1t to the Abodes of them that fleep in Feſus (y), to 441 
y of '* wait with them that glorious Day, when the laſt of 15 
Thy Promiſes to Thy Covenant People ſhall be fulfill- | 5 
Pru- ed in their triumphant Reſurrection, and that abun- 15 
ther dant Entrance, which ſhall be adminiſired to them F 
i * into that Everlaſting Kingdom (2), of which Thou 12 
ene- ** haſt aſſured them by Thy CovexanT, and in the N 
eaſe „ Hope of which I now Jay hold on it, deſiring to live 
ong '* and to die, as with mine Hand on that Hope ! 
nger And when I am thus numbered among the Dead, 
mls, * and all the Intereſts of Mortality are over with me Wal 
lea- tor ever, if Shi ſolemn Memorial ſhould chance to fal?! 
b into the Hands of any - ſurviving Friends, may it be Wo | 
Per- n 40 the | 


ral iv, s, 7. % 1 Thed, iv. 14. 


(2) 2 Pet. i. T, | 
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Jos n Abridgement of the preceeding Ch. ty 


the Means of making ſerious. Impreſſions on their 
Mind! May they read it, not only as my Language, 
but as their own,; and learn zo fear the Lora my GOD, 
and with me to put their Truſt under the Shadow of 
His Wings for Time and for Eternity! And may they 
*© alſo learn to adore with me that Grace, which incline 
our Hearts to enter into the Covenant, and conde- 
ſcends to admit us into it when ſo inclined ; aſcribing 
“ with me, and with all the Nations of the Redcemed, 
to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, that Glory, 
« Honour, and Praiſe, which is ſo juſtly due to each 


% Divine Perſon for the Part He bears in this illuttriow 
„% Work! Annen. 


N. B. For the Sake of thoſe who may think the pre- «rx 
ceding Form of Self Dedication too long to be tran- 2 
ſcribed, (as it is probable many will,) I have at tie _ © 
Defire of a much eſteemed Friend, added the fol. «#2 
lowing Abridgement of it, which ſhould by al = 
Means be attentively weighed in every Clauſe, be EY 
fore it is executed; and any Word or Phraſe which «6 
may ſeem liable to Exception changed, that the 
whole Heart may conſent to it all. 


% ETERNAL and ever bleſſed Goy ! I defire to pre- 
«© ſent myſelf beſore Thee, with the deepeſt Humits- 
«© tit and Abaſement of Soul; ſenfible how aa=vort/ 
* ſuch a ſinful Worm is, to apf ear before the Ho! 
% Majeſty of Heaven, the King of Kings and Lord y 
Lordi, and eſpecially on ſuch an Occaſion as th, 
even to enter into a COovENANT Fran ſaction ail 
« Thee. But the Scheme, and Plan, is Thine oaun. Then! 
« Infinite Condeſcenſion hath offered it by Thy Son, ane 
„Thy Grace hath inclined my Heart to accept of it. 
« I'-come therefore, acknowledging myſelf to haut 
been a great Offender ; /miting on my Breaſt, and /a 
« ing with the humble Publican, GOD be-merciful to n. 
* @ Sinner ! I come, invited by the Name of Thy 501 
and wholly truſting in His perfect Righteouſneſs ; 1. 
44 treating, that for His Sake Thou wilt be merciful ! 
. * my Unrizhtcouſneſs, and wilt wo mere remember my Sim 
- « Receive, I beſecch Thee; Thy revolted Creaturs 


„ who 


- _ 9 
1 


3 a 


1, 17. Ch. 17. Form of Self- Dedication, IG” i. | 
their. «.who is now convinced of Thy Right to him, and de- pgs 
zuage, « fires. nothing fo much as that he may be Thine! N 
600, „This Day do I, with the utmoit Solemnity, ſur- av 
au of « render myſelf to Thee. I renounce all former Lord's 125 
y they « that have had Dominien over me; and I conſecrate to 15 
iclines „ Thee all that 1 am, and all that T have; the Facal- 955 
conde. ties of my Mind, the Members of my Body, my 14 
ribing * worldly Poſſeſſions, my Lime, and my Influence over ke, 
emed, « others ; to be all uſed entirely for Thy Glory, ard re- 1 
lor, « ſolutely employed in Obedience to Thy Commands, 14 
each * as long as Thou continueſt me in Life; with an ar- 4,1 
ltr10ug dent Deſire and humble Refolution to continue Thing, 
e thro' all the encleſs Ages of Eternity: Ever holding 
| „ my ſelf in an attentive Poſture to oblerve the firſt Inti- 
e pre- mations of Thy Will, and ready to ſpring forward, 
e tran- with Zeal and Joys to the immediate Execution of it. 
at the Jo Thy Diregton alſo 1 reſign myſelf, and all J 
e fol. am and have, to be 4% oſed of by Thee in ſuch a Man- 
by all ner, as Thou ſhalt in Thine Infinite Wiſdom judge 
le, bt- moſt ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of Thy Glory. o 
which bee I leave the Management cf all Events, and ſay % 
at the * without Reierve, Not my Will, but Thine be done “ 
“ xejoicing with a loyal Heart in Thine unlimited Go- 
| *-yernment, as what ovghr to be the Delight of the 
to pre- „% hole Rational Creation. 
umilia- „» Uſe me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, as an Ie ru- 
evorthy * ment of Thy Service] Number me among Thy Yeculiar 
Ho People! Let me be waſhed in the Blood of Thy dear 
Lord y * Sox ! Let me be clothed with His Righteouſneſs! Let 
s this, ** me be ſanctified by His Spirit! Transform me more 
1 vill * and more into His Image! Impart to me, thro' Him, 
Thins all needful Influences of Thy purifying, chearing. and 
IN, anc ** comforting SyirR1T! And let my Lite be ſpent under 
fit. * thoſe Influences, and in the Light of Thy gracious 
o have * Countenance as my Father and my Gop! 
nd /c. And when the folemn Haun off Death comes, may 
of to mi J remember this Thy Covenant, well ordered in. 
1y Sen,“ all Things and ſure, as all my Salvation, and all my 
is ; 1 ©© Defire (a), tho' every other Hope and Enjoyment is 
1 1 * Periſhing ! And do Thou, O Lord, remember it too! 
72) 0/5 Look down with Pity, O my Heavenly Father, on 
reatule, 32133 db 41 Thy. 
«6 who 2 


N * K (a) 2 Sam, xxili. 3. n 


hk. 7 
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Thy languiſhing dying Child! Embrace me in Thin 
Exerlaftins Arms Put Strength and Confidence into 
my departing Spirit! And receive it to the Abodes d wt 
them that ſleep in Jeſus, peacefully, and joy fully to Nl 
wait the Accompliſhment of Thy great Promi/e to all 
Thy People, even that of a glorious Reſurrection, and 
of eternal Happineſs in Thine Heavenly Preferce — 
And if any ſurviving Friend ſhould, when I am in the 
Duſt, meet with this Memorial of my ſolemn Tian. 
actions with Thee, may he make the Engagement lit 
own ; and do Thou graciouſly admit him to partace 
in all the Bleſſings of THY Covenaxrt, thro' Je 
the great Mediator of it,; to whom, with "Thee, 0 
Father, and Thy Holy Spirit, be Everlaſting Praile 
aſcribed, by all the Millions who are thus ſaved by 
Thee, and by all thoſe other Celeſtial Spirits, in whole 
Work and Bleſſedneſs Thou ſhalt call them to ſtare! 
Amen," 


. 1 h. 18. The Soul is called to Church-Communion. 169 


Think 

e into 

les ck 

illy to 

to ail 

n, and 

in the 

Trans. 0 , : 

„„ WO entering into Church-Communion by an 
artake Attendance upon the Lok D's-SUPPER, 
Jeſu 

_ Lhe Reader, being already ſuppoſed to hade entered into 
155 Covenant with GOD, F. 1. is uroed publickly to feal 
EY that Engagement at the Table of the Lord: F. 2. 


(1} From a View of the Ends for which that Ordi- 


are g 4 . 
ſtare nance was inflituted; F. 3. whence its Uſefulneſs is 


8 frongly inferred. F. 4. And, (2.) From t Authority 


J Chris Appointment ; wwhich is folemn 
the Conſcience, F. 5. Objections from ppr 
Unfitneſs. F. 6. Weakneſs of Grace, Qc. briefly an- 
fwered, $. 7. At leaft, ſerious Thug hf, fi on this 

: Subject is abſolutely inſiſted upon. F. 8. the Chapter 
is cloſed auith a Prayer for one, who defires t» attend, 
| Jet finds himſelf preſſed with remaiaing Doubts. 


„1. T HOPE, this Chapter will find you by a moſt 
8 expreſs Conſent become one of Gop's Covenant 
Keople, ſolemnly and cordially devoted to His Service : 
Ind it is my hearty Prayer, that the Covenant you have 
Wade on Earth may be ratified in Heaven. But for your 
Wrther Inſtruction and Edification give me Leave to re- 
Wind you, that our Lord Feſus Chrift hath appointed æ 
Peuliar Manner of expreſſing our Regard to Him, and 
{ ſolemnly renewing our Covenant with Him; which, 
0 it does not forbid any other prope Way of doing it, 
buſt by no means be ſet aſide, or neglected, for any Hu- 
lan Methods, how prudent and expedient ſocver they 
| Wy appear to us. 
nous Lord has wiſely ordained, that the Ad- 
_ A 24 gs: of Society ſhould be brought into Religion; and 


* 8 
ES 
. 


b. 


ent, 


$50 The Covenant ſpould be publickly ſeated; Ch. 18. 
zs by His Command. profeſſing Chriſtians aſſemble toge. 
ther for. other Acts of publick Worſhip, ſo He has ben 
pleaſed to inſtitute a Social Ordinance, in which a who's 
Aſſembly of them is to come to Hs Table, and there to 
tat the ſame Bread, and drink the ſame Cup. And this 
they are to do, as a Token, of their affectionate Remen- 
brance of His dying Love, of their ſolemn Surrender fou? 
themſelves to God, and of their ſincere Lowe to one an: 
then, and to all their FellawrChriflians, 
F. 3: THaT theſe are indeed the great Ends of the 
Lord's Supper, I ſhall not now ſtay to argue at large. You 
veed qnly read what the Apoſtle Pau! has written in the 
5 Tenth" and Elewenth Chapters of his Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, to convince you fully of this. . He ther 
W.  =expreſsly. tells us, that. our Lord commanded We Bread tr 
Sa eaten, and the Wine to be arank, in Remembrance 9 
Him (a), or as a Commemoration. or Memoral of Him 


ſo that as gen as we attend this. Inſtitution, ave au 
| forth our Death, which we are to do even until Ht 
cone (b.. it is particularly aſſerted, that zhe Ca 


#s-the New Teftament in His Bload (c); that is, it is 4 
Seal f that Covenant which was ratified by His Blau. 
Now: it is evident, that in Conſequence of this, we att 
to approach it with a View to that Covenant, defiring 
its Bleflings, and reſolving with Divine Grace to comply 
with its Demands. On the whole therefore, as the 
Apoſi]e ſpeaks, we have Cammunion in the Body, and tht 
Blood of Chrift (d), aud partaking of his Table and d 
his Cup we conyerſe i Chrif, and join ourſelves to 
Him a#his Pegple 3 as the Heathens in their idolatros 
«Rites, had Com with their Deities, and joined 
themſelves to- t and the Fes, by eating their 
+ Sacrifices, conv with JeHovan, and joined them: 
_ Telves to him. He farther reminds them, that 5h˙ many, 
is. * they were one Bread and one Body, being all Partaben 
e that one Bread (e), and being all made to drink init 
one Spirit (f) ; that is, meeting together as if they wen 
but one Emily, and joining in the Commemoration 
that one Blood which+ was their common | Ranſom, and 
of the Lord Jeſus their common Head. Now it > 4 
n . "4 | e 1 9 


nn 
(Nr 
Ne Te > 


' 8 4 " * 29m, „ 
(a) 1 Corg xi, 27. (b) Ver. 26. 
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15. 
022: ent, all theſe Reaſonings are equally applicable to Chriſ 11 
Leen uns in ſucceeding Ages. Permit me therefore, by the is 


ö Now 


\uthority. of our Divine Maſter, to preſs. upon you the 8 
re 19 60 


Ubſervation of this Precept. ö 


| this y 4 And let me alſo urge it, from the apparent” - 4 
men WW endency which it has 79 promote your trueſt Advantage, 1 9 
{er ou are ſetting out in the Chriſtian Life ; and I have re- | f 
an inded you at large, of the Oppoſition you muſt expect ky 
o meet with init. It is the Lowe of Chrift which muſt 7 
F the nimate you to break thro' all. What then can be 13 j 
You ee defirable, then to bear about with you a liveixßx 
in the Nene of, it ? and what can awaken that Senſe more, than? 
o the Contentplation of His Death as there repreſented dj? 9 0 
there no can behold 2h Bread Broken, and the Wine poured 19300 


rad t1 
we of 
Him} 
ſhaw 
:til H 
he Cap 
it 154 
Bll. 
we art 
Jefiring 
comply 
as the 
and tht, 
and ct 
elves t0 
olatrous 
| joined 
'g t heir 
d them 


ut, and not, reflect, how the Body of the Bleſſed eus 


as even torn in Pieces by his Sufferings, and his ſacreſöe 
ood poured forth like Water on the Ground? Who can * 


ink of the Heart rending Agonies of the 1 Tn * 


* 


he Price of our Redemption and Salvati nd not 
his Soul melted with Tenderneſs, and inffa with * 
ateful- Affection? What an exalted View 


Fax *v 
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by den, 
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7 0 

mam 2 io e 4 Mes 
1r taker EY Joins us in Spirit, not only to each other, bun 
7 all that i | F | „ 
ink in ix every Place call upon the Name of Feſus ©. 
ey were, 4 ift our Lord, th theirs and ours (k) : And we an- RY 
ation of ste; in pleaſing Hope, that Bleſſed Day, when the 1% 
zm, and BE Dy thallbe'compleat, and we: ſhall all Be Hor ehm 11 
it is ev ble Lord (1). Well may theſe Views engage us to 


„25. ' EA 1 20 (h) Col. ii. 20 1. 28 dat 
nne 


172 The doing it is preſſed upon the Conſcience, Ch.18, 


deny ourſelves, and to take up our Cro/5 to follow our eru- te 
cified Ma ſter (m) Well may they engage us to do our fc 
utmoſt, by Prayer and-all other ſuitable Endeavours, to H 
ſerve his Followers and his Friends; to ſerve thoſe, ce 
whom he hath purchaſed with his Blood, and who are to 8 

be his Aſſociates, and ours, in the Glories of an happy yc 
Immortality. Cu 

F. 5. Ir is alſo the expreſs In/?itution and Command df yo 

our Bleſſed Redeemer, that the Members of ſuch Socie- for 
ties ſhould be tenderly ſolicitous for the ſpiritual We! tare ane 

of each other: And that, on the whole, his Churches wh 
may be kept pure and holy, that they ſhould av77hdraw def 
themſelves from every Brother that wwalketh diſerder. ney 

ly (n); that they ſhould mark /uch as cauſe Offences ot you 
Scandals amongſt them, contrary to the Doctrine which lov; 
they bade learned, and avoid them (o); that if any obe and 

not the Nord of Chriſt by his Apaſtles, they ſhould haut Pra 

no Felloauſbijg or Communion evith ſuch, that they may be one 
aſhamed ( thit they ſhould no? eat with ſuch, as ate not 
notortou/if@#r regular in their Behaviour, but on the con. but 
trary ſhould put away from among themſelves ſuch wick Wi . 
Perſons (q). It is evident therefore, that the Inſtitution fice | 
of ſuch Societies is greatly for the Honour of Chrittian Pri 
ty, and for the Advantage of its particular Profellors. s ſo 
| And conſequently, every Conſideration of Obedience h ſuch 
our common Lord, and of prudent Regard to our 0! infor 
1 Benefit and that of our Brethren, will require, that tho! Solew 
who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, ſhould cnt! i hoy], 
into them, and aſſemble among them in theſe their mol Your 
lemi and peculiar Acts of Communion at his Table. light 
8. 6. I inTR&aT you therefore, and, if I may pte, BW w47e4 

/ ſome to ſay it, % his Name and by his Author | BM This 
charge it on your Conſcience, that this Precept of ou mech 


dying Lord go not, as it were, for nothing with you; 
but that, if you indeed dove him, you keep this, as wel 
as the reſt of his Commandments. —— I know, you 1 
be ready to form Objections. I have elſewhere debated 
many of the chief of them at large, and I hope, nd 
without ſome good Effect.“ Ihe great Queſtion is un 


whic 


(m)+ MA, xvi. 24. (u) 2 Theff, iii, 6. (o) Rom. xvi. U. 
-\(p) 2 Their. iii. 14. (q) 1 Cor. v. 17, 18. | 
#*_ Sec the Fourth of my Sermons to Young Perſons, _ 


Ch. 18. and the Objerons to it briefly anſwered, 173 


which relates to your being prepared for a worthy At- 
tendance : And in Conjunction with what has been ſaid be- 


8. 


ru 


our fore, I think that may be brought to a very ſhort Iſſue. 
to Have you, ſo far as you know your own Heart, been ſin- 
oſe, cere in that deliberate Surrender. of yourſelf to GOD thro? 
e to Chriſt, which I recommended in the former Chapter? If 


you have, (whether it were with, or without, the, parti- 
cular Form or Manner of doing it there recommended,) 
you have certainly taken hold of the Covenant, and there, 
fore have a Right to the Seal of it. And there is not, 


wp) 
1d of 


Ocie- 


e kate and cannot be, any other View of the Ordinance, in 
rches which you can have any farther Objection to it. If you 
rau deſire to remember Chriſt's Death, if you deſire to re- 
raer- new the Dedication of yourſelf to Gop thro' Him, if 
es of you. would lift yourſelf among his People, if you would 


which love them and do them Good according to your Ability, 
y obey and, on the whole, would not allow yourſelf in the 
base Practice of any one known Sin, or in the Omiſſion of 
ay b! one known Duty, then I will venture confidently to ſay,” 


as are not only that you may be welcome to the, Ordinance, 
e con- but that ir avas inſlituted for ſuch as you. | * 
wick F. 7. As for other Oljefions, a few Words may ſuf- 


itution 

iſtiau WR Principle in your Soul, if it be really implanted there, 
Þfeſſors. WM 25 {0 far from being an Argument againſt your ſeeking 
ence t WW ſach a Method to ſtrengthen it, that it rather ſtrongly 
ur n iaforces the Neceſſity of doing it. The Neglect of this 
at tho: Wi Solemnity, by ſo many that call themſelves Chriſtians, 


14 ente Wi ſhould rather engage you ſo much the more to diſtinguiſh ' 


ir mok Wh your Zeal for an Inſtitution, in this Reſpe& ſo much 
able. lizhted and injured. — And as for the Fears of aggra- 
aay pie. e Curt in Caſe of Aftoſtacy, do not indulge them. 
borit This may, by the Divine Bleſſing, be an effectual Re- 
t of 0! {Bey againſt the Evil you fear; and it js certain, that 
ch you" alter what you mult already have known and felt,. before 
„ a8 wel ou cquld be brought into your preſent Situation, ſon the 
ou 113) uppoſitions I have now been making,) there can be no- 


„ debate 
oe, nd 
n 18 that, 

Which 


dom to think of a Retreat; no Room, even for the 
wretched Hope of being leſs miſerable than the Genera- 
ity of thoſe that have periſhed. Your Scheme therefore- 
nult be, make your Salvation as ſure, and te Make- 
C43. elorions as-xgllible : and 1 know not any Appoint-- 


, | & & \ 
L 


he xvi. 17¹ 


ice by Way of Reply. The Weakneſs of the Religious N Fi 


174 4 Prayer for one, who defrres to attend, Ch. ig. 


ment of our Bleſſed Redeemer, which may have a more 
comfortable Aſpe& upon that bleſſed End, than this 
which I am recommending to you, 

F. 8. Ons Thing I would at leaſt 2% upon, and J 
fee not with what Face Man be denied I mean, that 
you ſhould take this Matter into a ſerious Confideration: 
That you ſhould diligently enquire, © whether you have 
*«Meaſon in your Conſcience to believe, it is the Will of 
«« Gop you ſhould now approach to the Ordinance, or 
4 not:” And that you ſhould continue your Reflections, 
wu Enquiries, and your Prayers, till you find farther 


ncouragement to come, if that Encouragement be hi- 

therto wanting. For of this be aſſured, that a State in * 
which you are on the whole unfit to approach this Ordi- 4 
nance, in a State in which you are deſtitute of the neceſ- © 
fſary Preparations for Death and Heaven; in which 4 
= therefore, if you would not allow yourſelvcs to ſlumber WM © ti 
on the Brink of Deſtruction, you ought not to reſt ſo 4 
4 much as one fingle Day. as 
. | 7 10 | # 

A PRAYER for one, «who earneſtly defires to approach ti de 

© the Table of the Lord, yet has ſome remaining Dyubts « W 
 eoncerning his Right to that ſolemn Ordinance. if 

: cc Wi 

a LESSED LORD, I adore Thy wiſe and gra-“ an; 

« F cious n for the Edification of Thy M. 
Church in Holineſs and in Love. I thank Thee, that “ lay 


1 Thou haſt commanded Thy Servants, to form them dee 
ſelves into Societies; and I adore my gracious Saviour, 
Who hath infiruted, as with His dying Breath, the “ my 
* holy Solemnity of His Supper, to be thro' all Ages « ther 
« Memorial of His dying Love, and a Bond of that it b. 
Union which it is His Sovereign Pleaſure that His Peo- is d 
«< ple-ſhould preſerve. I hope, Thou, Lord, art Wi: prac 
«© neſs to the Sincerity with which I defire to give 1 BW of C 
„ ſelf up to Thee; and that I may call Thee to record N 
«* on my Soul, that if I now heſitate about this particular 
« Manner of doing it, it is not becaufe I would allow 

«< myſelf to break any of Thy Commands, or to flight 
„ any of Thy Favours. I truſt, Thou knoweſt, that 
my preſent Delay ariſes only from an Uncertainty # 
to my Duty, and a Fear of profaning Holy Th 
a 2 Fig 66. 


x 
* 


. Ch. 18. But yet has ſome remaining Doubs. 175 


re „ by an wrtworthy Approach to them. Yet ſurely, O 
115 « Lord, if Thou haſt given me a Reverence for Thy 
«© Command, a Deſire of Communion with Thee, and 

1 & Willingveſs to devote myſelf wholly to Thy Service, 
nat « [ may regard it as a Token Mr Good, that Thou art 
1 « diſpoſed to receive me, and that I am not wholly uns 
ave e qualified for an Ordinance, which I ſo highly honour, 
| of *. and ſo earneſtly defire. I therefore make it mine ham- 
or * ble Requeſt unto Thee, O Lord, this Day, that 
"ns, Thou wouldſt graciouſly be pleaſed to inſtruct me in 
ther % my Duty, and to teach me the Way which 1 fhould. 
hi- * take ! Examine me, O Lord, and prove me, try my 
e in Reins and my Heart (r) ! Is there any ſecret Sin, to 
)rdi- * the Love and Practice of which I would indulge ? Is 
eceſ- there any of Thy Precepts, in the habitual Breach of 
hich which I would allow myſelf? I truſt, I can appeal 


* to Thee as a Witneſs, that there is not. Let me not 
then wrong mine own Soul, by a cauſeleſs and fins, 
ful Abſence from Thy ſacred Table! But grant, O 
Lord, I beſeech Thee, that Thy Word, Thy Provi- 

* dence, and Thy Spirit may ſo concur, as to make my, 
* Way plain before me (5)! Scatter my remaining Doubts, «© va 
if Thou ſeeſt they have no juſt Foundation! Fill me «K 
“ with a more aſſured Faith, with a more ardent Love 5, 
and p/ead Thine own Cauſe with my Heart in ſuch ;a- 
'* Manner, as that 1 may not be able any longer to de- 


mber 
et ſo 


ach 14 
Doubts 


„ that WW lay that Approach, which, if I am Thy Servant in- 

them- . deed, is equally my Duty and my Privilege! In the 

aviour, mean Time, grant, that it may never be long out of 

th, the WW my Thoughts: But that I may give all Diligence, if 

Ages 4 there be any remaining Occaſion of Byubt, to remove ll 
of that it by a more affeftionate Concern to avoid whatever: 
1is Peo- s diſpleaſing to the Eyes of Thine Holineſs, and to N 
rt Wit N practiſe the full Extent of my Duty ! May the Views 


ive . of Ch:if cruciſed be fo familiar to my Mind, and 
, record WF may a Senſe of His dying Love fo powerfully conſtrain” 
articular, i . Sou), that my own growing Experience may put it 


d allow out of all Queſtion, that Jam one of thoſe for whotn 
to light He intended this Feaſt of Love ! 8 
eſt, that * And even now, as joined to Thy Churches in Spirit 


and in Love, tho? not in ſo expreſs and intimate a Bond 
Mt I 2 e 
r) Pl, xxvl. 2. (s) Prov, xv, 19. 
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« as I could wiſh, would. I heartily pray, that 7% 
4 Bleſſing may be on all Thy People: That Thou wouldt 
«© feed Thine Heritage, and lift them up for ever (t) 
« May every Chriſtian Society flouriſh in Knowledge, in 
% Holineſs, and in Love ! May all Thy Priefts be clothed 
« evith Salvation, that by their Means Thy choſen People 
& may be made joyful (u) And may there be a glorious 
« Acceſſion to Thy Churches every where, of thoſe 
% who may fy to them as a Cloud, and as Doves to thiir 
« Windows (w)! May Thy Table, O Lord, be fur- 
« niſhed with Gueſis (x); and may all that /ave Thy Sal. 
« wation, ſay, Let the Lord be magnified, who hato 
% Pleaſure in the Proſperity of His Servants (y) ! And 
% earneſtly pray, that all who profeſs to hawe received 
90 Chriſt Teſus the Lord, may be duly careful to aral 
« in Him (2); and that we may all be preparing for He 4 
« general Aſſembly of the Firſt born, and may join in 
% that nobler, and more immediate Worſhip, where all 
«© theſe Types and Shadows ſhall be laid aſide ; where 
„ even theſe Memorials ſnal! be no longer neceſſary, but 


«« 4a 4 


8 


1 

« a living, preſent Redeemer ſhall be the everlaſting ]oy 
of thoſe, who here in his Abſence have delighted to * 
* commemorate His Death ! Amen.“ Ty 
| | : by 
(t) Pal. xxviii, . (u) Pſal. cxxxii, 16, (w) Iſa. Ix. 8. of 
(x) Mat. xxii. 10. (y) Pſal. xxxv. 27. (z) Col. ii. 6, — 0 

0 

N. B. I purpoſed to have added ſomething here, concerning q 
regular Approach to the Lord's Table, a proper Attendance upon it, and 4 
ſuitable Reflections after it : But I find this Work wi:!l ſwell unde 9 
my Hand, beyond what I at firſt expected; and therefore, as the! 1 
Articles bave been handled by ſo many valuable Writers, I chu 0 FO. 
refer to them, and particularly to Dr, Earle's Sacramental Exerci/t, we 
and Mr. Grove's Devotiong! Exerciſes relating to the Lord's Supf® * 0 


Books, which I think femarkably excellent in their Kind, and which 
may be had at very eaſy Rates. Vet for the farther Aſſiſtance of © 
vout Communicants, I have ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a {mall 
Volume of Sacramental Meditations on ſeleci Texts of Scripture, if Gb 
ſpare me to finiſh my Expoſition on the New Teſtament, and ſome other 
Pieces which I have now in Hand. 


C HA 
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wo CHAP. XIX. 
her 
gal. Some more particular Directions for maintain- 
hath ing continual Communion with Gop, or 
Aw being in his Fear all the Day long. 
avalk 
r the Letter to a pious Friend on this Subje& introduced here, 
in in F. 1. 4 General Plan of Directions. F. 2. [I.] For 
re all the Beginning of the Day: F. 3. (1.) Lifting up the 
where Heart to G OD at our firſt Awakening : F. 4. (2.) 
y, but Setting ourſelves to the Secret Devotions of the Morn- 
g Joy ing; with Reſpect to which particular Adwices are 
ed to given. F. 5, 10. [II.] For the Progreſ7 of the 
Day: F. 11. Directions are giving concerning, (I.) 
 Serinuſneſs in Devotion. F. 12. (2 Diligence in Bu- 
x. 8. "meſs. F. 13. (3.) Prudence in Recreations. F. 14. 
9 (4.) Obſervation of Providences. F. 15. (F) Fatch- 
En fulneſs againſt Temptations. F. 16. (6.) Dependance 
on Divine Influences. F. 17. (7.) Government of the 
erning d Thoughts when in Solitude. F. 18. (8.) Management 
15 of Diſcour/e in Company. F. 19. [III.] For the Con- 
8 theſt | cluſian of the Day : F. 20. (1.) With the Secret De- 
chu? to . Vettons of the Ewening. F. 21. Directions for Self- 
Exercilth Examination at large. F. 22, 23. (2.) Lying down 
Dore with a proper Temper. F. 24.. Concluſion of the Let- 
nd Which for $. =, 4 be Ch : 6 With 5 
a % . 25. and of the Chapter: F. 26. ith a ſe 
g a {mal rious Fiew of Death, proper to be taken at the Cloſe 
e, if Gon be Day. 
ome othef 6 | 
9 . TWOVU Ib hope, that upon ſerious Conſidera- 
| | tion, Self-Examination, and Prayer, the Reader 
v may by this Time be come to a Reſolution to attend the 
H A Table of the Lord, and tg ſeal his Vows there. I will 


Bw fuppoſe that ſolemn Tranſaction to be over, or ſome 
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ether deliberate Act to have paſſed, by which he has 
given himſelf up to the Service of Gop ; and that his 
Concern now is to enquire, how he may act according 
to the Vows of GOD avhich are uten him. Now for his 
farther Aſſiſtance here, beſides the General View I have or 
already given of the Chriſtian Temper and CharaQer, I 
will propoſe ſome more particular Directions, relating to 
maintaining that devout, ſpiritual, and heavenly Cha- 


rafter, which may, in the Language of Scripture, be ne 
called @ daily walking <vith GOD, or being in his Fear yo 
all the Day long (a). And I know not how I can ex- me 
preſs the Idea and Plan, which I have formed of is, M 
in a more clear and diſtin Manner, than I did in @ Let- oV 
ter, which I wrote many Tears ago“, to a young Pes ſon ten 
of eminent Piety, with whom 1 had then an intimate the 
Friendſhip; and who, to the great Grief of all that wa] 
knew him, died a few Months after he received it. Yet rit 
4 hope he lived long enough to reduce the Directions into me 
Practice, which I wiſh and pray that ewery Reader may * 
d, ſo far as they may properly ſuit his Capacities and thi: 
Circumſtances in Life, conſidering it as if addreſſed to, He, 
himſelf. I ſay, (and deſire it may be obſerved,) that A 
I wiſh my Reader may act on theſe Directions /% far as wil 
they may properly ſuit his Capacities and Circumſiances in and 
Life; for I would be far from laying down the following You 
Particulars as univerſal Rules for all, or for any one Per- the 
fon in the World at all Times. Let them be practiſed by of e 
thoſe that are able, and when they have Leifure: And Thi 
when you cannot reach them all, come as near the mol: leng 
important of them as you conveniently can,—— With 
this Precaution I proceed to the Letter, which I would $ 
hope, aſter this previous Care to guard againſt the Dan, cert; 
ger of miſtaking it, will not diſcourage any the ae a0 {c 
Chriſtian, Let us humbly and chearfully do our belt, then 
and rejoice that we have /o gracious @ Father who knows feers 
all our Infirmities, and /o compaſſonate an High Pricft F, 
to recommend to Divine Acceptance the feebleſt Efforts ) 


of ſincere Duty and Love! 75 


(2 Prax, Nl 17 , B. It vn, in the ver f. 
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My dear Friend, 


Since you deſire my Thoughts in writing, and at large, 

on the Subject of our late Converſatian, wiz, ** By 
* what particular Methods in our daily Conduct, a Life 
* of Devotion and Uſefulneſs may be moſt happily 
© maintained and ſecured ?” I ſet myſelf with Chearful- 
neſs, to recollect and digeſt the Hints which I then gave 
you ; hoping, it may be of ſome Service to you in your 
moſt important Intereſts ; and may alſo fix oa my own. 
Mind a deeper Senſe of my Obligations, to govern my 
own Life by the Rules I offer to others. I eſteem At- 
tempts of this Kind among the pleaſanteſt Fruits, and 
the ſureſt Cements of Friendſhip; and as 1 hope ours 
will laſt for ever, I am perſuaded a mutual Care to che- 
rih Sentiments of this Kind will add everlaſting Endear- 
ments to it. 
F. 2. Tus Directions you will expe from me on 
this Occaſion, naturally divide themſelves into Three 
Heads, How we are to regard Gop, in the Begin- 
ning, the Progreſs, ——and the Cloſe of the Day. L 
will open my Heart freely to you with Regard to. each, 
and will leave you to judge, how far theſe Hints may ſuit 
your Circumſtances ; aiming at leaſt to keep between 
the Extreams, of a ſuperſtitious Strictneſs in Trifles, and 
of an indolegt” Remiffneſi which, if admitted in little 
Things, may draw after it criminal Negle&s, and at 
length yet more criminal Indulgences. 


F. 3. [I.] In the Beginning of the Day: It: ſhauld 
certainly be our Care. to /t ap our Hearts to GOD, 
as ſoon as we wake, and while we are riſing; and 
then, to ſet ourſelves ſeriouſly and immediately to the 
Seeret Devotions of the Morning. 


| $. 4. For the firſt of theſe, it ſeems exceedingly na- 
tural. There are ſo many Things that may ſuggeſt a. 
great Variety of pious Reflections and Ejaculations, 
Which are ſo obvious, that one would think a ſerious 
Mind could hardly miſs them. The Eaſe and Chearful- 
nels of our Mind at our 928 Awakening ; the Refreſh. 

3 4 ment 
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ment we find from Sleep; the Security we have enjoyed in 
that defenceleſs State; the Proviſion of warm and decent 
Apparel; the chearful Light of the returning Sun; or 
even (what is not unfit to mention to y,) the Contri- 
vances of Art, tzught and furniſhed by the great Author 
of all our Conveniences, to ſupply us with many uſc{ul 
Hours of Life in the Abſence of the Sun ; the Hope of 
returning to the dear Society of our Friends; the Proſpect 
of ſpending another Day, in the Service of Gop, and 
the Improvement of our own Minds ; and above all, the 
lively Hope of a joyful Reſurrection to an eternal Day 
of Happineſs and Glory : Any of theſe Particulars, and 
many more which I do not mention, may furniſh us with 
Matter of pleaſing Reflection and chearful Praiſe, while 
we are riſing. And for our farther Aſſiſtance, when we 
are alone at this Time, it may not be improper to e 
fometimes to ourſelves, and ſometimes to our Heavenly 
W Father, in the natyral Expreſſions of Joy and Thankful- 
_ neſs. Permit me, Sir, to add, that if we find our 
_ Hearts in ſuch a Frame at our firſt Awakening, even Hat 
15 juſt Matter of Praiſe, and the father, as perhaps it is 
an Anſwer to the Prayer with which we lay down. 

''$. 5. Fos the Exerciſe of ſecret Devotion in a Morn- 
ing, which I hope will generally be our firſt Work, I 
cannot preſcribe an exact Method to another. You muſt, 
my dear Friend, conſult your own Taſte in ſome Mea- 

| ſure. The conſtituent Parts of the Service are in the 
general plain. Were I to propoſe a particular Model for 
thoſe, who have Half, or Three Quarters of an Hour at 
Command, (which with prudent Conduct I ſuppoſe molt 
may have). it ſhould be this. : 
4 $. 6. To begin the ſtated Devotions of the Day with 
ww a ſolemn 42 of Praiſe, offered to Gop on our Knees, 
and generally with a low, yet diflin&t Voice; acknow- 
Wl ledging the Mercies, we had been reflefting on while 
riſing; never forgetting to mention Chrif, as the great 
WW Foundation of all our Enjoyments and our Hopes, or to 
return Thanks for the Influences of the Bleſſed Spirit, 
wich have led our Hearts to Gop, or are then engag- 
ing us to ſeek him. This, as well as other Offices of 
= Devotion afterwards mentioned, muſt be done attentively 
aud fincerely ; for not to offer our Praiſes heart?!y, ny 
: ks . G . h 7 — 


the Sight of Go p not to praiſe him at all. This Ad- 
dreſs of Praiſe may properly be concluded with an expreſs 
Renewal of our Covenant with Gop, declaring our con- 
tinued repeated Reſolution of being devoted to Him, and 
particularly of living to his Glory the enſuing Day. 
F. 7. Ir may be proper, after this, to rake a Proſe 


of pet of the Day before us, ſo far as we can probably fore- 
ccd ſee in the general, where and how it may b2 ſpent; and 
ind | ſeriouſly to reflect, How ſhall I employ myſelf for 
the * Gop this Day? What Buſineſs is to be done, and in 
Jay « what Order? What Opportunities may I expect, ei- 
and ther of doing, or of receiving Good; What 'Temp- 
1th | © tations am I like to be aſſaulted with, in any Place, 
hie Company, or Circumſtance, which may probably 
we occur? In what Inſtances have I lately failed? And 
0k OE © how ſhall I be ſafeſt now!!“ * 
nly F. 8. AFTER this Review, it will be proper to'offer * 
ful- % a Hort Prayer; begging, that Gop would quicken ' 
our us to each of theſe foreſeen Duties; that he would for- 
that tit us againſt each of theſe apprehended Dangers ; that 
itis be would grant us Succeſs in ſuch or ſuch a Buſineſs 
$ undertaken for his Glory; and alſo, that he would 
orn help.us to diſcover and improve unforeſeen Opportunities, 
KK; 1 to reſiſt unexpected Temptations, and to bear patiently, - 
nuſt, and religiouſly, any Afflictions which may ſurprize us in 
Mea- the Day on which we are entering. 
the J. 9. I wor adviſe you after this, to read ſome 
for Portion of Scripture ; not a great deal, nor the whole 
ur at Wi Bible in its Courſe ; but ſome ſele& Leſſons out of its 
molt noſt uſeful Parts, perhaps Ten or Twelve Verſes ; not 
W*roubling yourſelf much about the exact Connection, or 
with {other Critical Niceties, which may occur, (tho? at other 
nees, imes I would recommend them to your Enquiry, as 
now- on have Ability and Opportunity ;) but conſidering 
while ehem merely in a devotional and practical View, Here 
reat ll take ſach Inſtructions as readily preſent themſelves to 
or to or Thoughts, repeat them over to your own Conſci- 
pirit, e, and charge your Heart religiouſly to obſerve them 
ngag- ad ad upon them, under a Senſe of the Divine Autho- 
:es of which attends them. And if you pray over the Sub- 
tively france of this Scripture, with your Bible open before 
„is in Ju, it may impreſs your Memory and your Heart: yer 
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more deeply, and may form you to a Copiouſneſs and 
Variety, both of Thought and Expreſſion in Prayer. 

$. 10. IT might be proper to cloſe theſe Devotions 
with a P/a/m or Hymn: And I rejoice with you, that 
thro' the pious Care of Dr. Watts, and ſome other Sa- 
cred Poets, we are provided with ſo rich a Variety for the 
Aſſiſtance of the Cloſet and Family on theſe Occaſions, as 
well as for the Service of the Sanctuary. 


$. 11 [II.] The moſt material Directions which have 
occurred to me, relating to the Progreſs of the Day, ate 
theſe : — That we be /erious in the Devotions of the 
Day ;—— that we be diligent in the Buſineſs of it, that 
16, in the Proſecution of our worldly Callings; — that 
we be temperate and prudent in the Recreation of it; 
——— that we carefully remark the Prowidences of tie 
Day that we cautiouſly guard againſi the Tempta- 
tions of it that we #cep up a lively. and humble He 
perdance upon the Divine Influence, ſuitable to every 
Emergency of it; that we govern our Thoughts cell 
in the Solitude of the Day, ——and our Diſcourſes awell 
in the Con werſations of it. Theſe, Sir, were the Heads 
of a Sermon, which you lately heard me preach on this 
Occaſion, and to which I know you referred in that Re. 
queſt which I am now endeavouring to anſwer, I wilt 
therefore touch upon the moſt material Hints, which fel 
under each of theſe Particulars. 

F. 12. (1.) Fox Serzouſneſs in Dewotion, whether 
Publick or Domeſtick ; Let us take a few Moments, &: 
fore we enter upon ſuch Solemnities, to pauſe, and reflect, 
on the Perfections of the Gov we are addreſung to, 03 
the Importance of the Buſineſs we are coming . ol 
the Pleaſure and Advantage of a regular and devout 4 
tendance, and on the Guilt and Folly of an Hy pocrith 
cal Formality, When engaged, let us maintain a ſtrict 
Watchfulneſs over our own Spirits, and check the hrt 
Wanderings of Thought. And when the Duty is 9% 
let us immediatc ly refle& on the Manner in which it h 
been performed, and aſk our own Conſciences, u heth 
ve have Reaſon to concluge,. that we are qceep/ed of GOD 
in it? For there is a- certain Manner of going thro thele 
Cijces, which our oun Hearts will immediarely tell d, 

. 
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is is impoſſible for GOD to approve ; And if we have in- 
advertently fallen into it, we ought to be deeply humbled 
before God for it, leſt our very Prayer become Sin (b). 
y. 13. (2). As for the Hours of worldly Bufoneſs ; 
whether it be, as with you, that of the Hands; or Whe- 
ther it be the Labour of a learned Life, not immediate- 
ly relat.ng to Religious Matters: Let us ſet to the Proſe- 
Cution of it with a Senſe of God's Authority, and with 
a Regard to his Glory Let us avoid a Dreaming, Slug- 


giſh, Indolent "Temper, which nods over its Word, and 


does only the Buſineſs of One Hour in Two or Three. 
In Oppoſition to this, which runs thro? the Life of ſome 
People, who yet think they are never idle, let us endea- 


your to diſpatch as much as we well can in a little 


Time ; coniidering, that it is but a little we have in all. 


| : And let us be habitually ſenſible of the Need we have 
of the Divine Blefling, to make our Labours ſucceſsful. 
F. 14. (3.) For Seaſons of Diverſion : Let us take 


Care, that our Recreations be well choſen; that they be 


purſued with a good Intention, to fit us for a renewed 
Application to the Labours of Life ; and thus, that they * 


be only uſed in Subordination to the Honour of Goo, 
the great End of all our Actions. Let us take Heed, 
that our Hearts be not eſtranged from Gon by them 3 


| 2nd. that they do not take up too much of our Time: 


Always remembring, that the Faculties of the Human 
Nature, and the Advantages of the Chriſtian Revelation, 


Were not given us in vain ; but that we are always to be 
u Purſuit of ſome great and honourable End, and to 
indulge ourſelves in Amuſements and Diverſions no far- 
| ther, than as they may make a Part in a Scheme of 
rational and manly, benevolent and pious Conduct. 


F. 15. (4.) Fox the Ob/erwation of Providences : It. 


will be uſetul to regard the Divine Interpoſition, in our: 


Comforts, and in our Mictions. In our Comforts, whe- 


ther more common or extraordinary: That we find 


Ourſelves in continued Health ; that we are furniſhed with 
Food for Support and Pleaſure; that we have ſo many 
*Weable Ways of employing our Time; that we 
laye ſo many Friends, and thoſe ſo good, and. ſo hap- 
Ni that our Buſineſs goes on proſperouſly.; that we go | 
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out and come in ſafely ; and that we enjoy Compoſure 
and Chearfulneſs of Spirit, without which nothing elſe 
could be enjoyed: All theſe ſhould be regarded as J. 
vidential Favours, and due Acknowledgements ſhould be 
made to Gop on theſe Accounts, as we paſs thro” ſuch 
agreeable Scenes, On the other Hand, Providence 
is to be regarded in every Diſappointment, in every Loſs, 
in every Pain, in every Inſtance of Urkindneſs from thoſe 
who have profeſſed Friendſhip : And we ſhould endea- 
vour to argue ourſelves into a patient Submiſtion, from 
this Conſideration, that the Hand of GOD is always me. 
diately, if not immediately in each of them; and that 
if they are not properly the Work of Providence, they 
are at leaſt under its Direction. It is a Reflection, Which 
we ſhould particularly make with Relation to thoſe 47 
eroſs Accidents, (as we are ready to call them,) and thole 
Infirmities and Follies in the Temper and Conduct of 
our intimate Friends, which may elſe be ready to diſcom- 
poſe us. And if is the wore neceſſary to guard our 
Minds here, as wiſe and good Men often loſe the Com- 
mand of themſelves on theſe comparatively little Occa- 
firms ; who calling up Reaſon and Religion to their A!- 
fiſtance, ſtand the Shock of great Calamities with Fort. 
tude and Reſolution; 
$. 16. (5.) Fox Watchfulne/s againſt Temptation: Ii 
is neceſſary, when changing our Place, or our Employ” 
ment, to reflect, What Snares attend me here ?” And 
as this ſhould be our habitual Care, ſo we ſhould eſpe- 
cially guard againſt thoſe Snares which in the Morning we 
foreſaw. And when we are entering on thoſe Circum- 
ſtances in which we expected the Aſſault, we ſhould re- 
fle&, eſpecially if it be a Matter of great Importance, 
« Now the Combat is going to begin: Now Gov and 
the Bleſſed Angels are- obſerving, what Conſtancy, 
what Fortitude there is in my Soul; and how far the 
Divine Authority, and the Remembrance of my ow! 
Prayers and Reſolutions, will weigh with me, when 1 
«© comes to a Trial.“ | 
9. 17. (6.) As for Dependance on Divine Grace and 
Iilxence; It muſt be univerſal; And ſince we always 
need it, we mult never forget that Neceflity. A Mo 
ment ſpent in humble fervent Breathings aſter the Com- 
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Open thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrous 


Solitude : Let us accuſtom ourſelves, on all Occaſions, to 
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munications of the Divine Aſſiſtance may do more Good, 
than many Minutes ſpent in mere Reaſonings: And tho” 
indeed this ſhould not be neglected, firce the Light of 
Reaſon is a Kind of Divine Illumina ion; yet {till it 
ought to be purſued in a due Senſe of our Dependance 
on the Father of Lights, or where we think ourſelves 
aviſeſt, we may become wain in our Imaginations (c). Let 
us therefore always call upon GOD; and ſay, for- In- 
ſtance, when we are going to pray, ** Lord, fix my At- 
„ tention! Awaken my holy Affections, and pour out 
* upon me the Spirit of Grace and , Supplication (d) !” 
When taking up the Bible, or any other good Book, 


% Things out of Thy Lax (e) Enlighten mine Underſtand- 
„ing! Warm my Heart! May my good Reſolutions be 
confirmed, and all the Courſe of my Life in a proper 
% Manner regulated! When addreſſing ourſelves to any 
worldly Buſineſs, ** Lord, proſper Thou the Work of 
* mine Hands aon me (f), and give Thy Bicking to my 
** honeſt Endeavours!“ When going to any Kind of Re- 
creation, ** Lord, bleſs my Refreſhments! Let me not 
forget Thee in them, but ſtill keep Thy Glory in 
* View!“ When coming into Company, Lord, 
may I do, and get Good! Let no corrupt Communica- 
tion proceed out of my Mouth, but that which is good to 
the Uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter Grace to the 
* Hearers (g)! When entering upon Difficulties, 
Lord, give me that Wiſdom, which is profitable to di- 
rect (h)] Teach me Thy Way, and lead me in a plain 
* Path (i)? When encountering with Temptations; 
Let Thy Strength, O gracious Redeemer, be made per- 
fed in my Weakneſs (k)]! Theſe Inftances may i}luſ- 
trate the Deſign of this Direction, tho' they be far from 
a compleat Enumeration of all the Circumſtances in 
which it is to be regarded. 


9. 18. (7.) Fox the Gowernment of our Thoughts in 


exerciſe a due Command over our Thoughts. Let us 
take Care of thoſe Entanglements of Paſſion, and thoſe 
At- 


e) Pſal, exix. 18, 
(h) Eccleſ, x. 10. 


(e) Rom. i. 27, 22. 
[f) Pfal. xc. 17. 
i) Pfal. xxvii, 11. 


(d) Zech X11, 10. 
(g) Eph. iv. 29. 
(Kk) 2 Cor, xii. 9, 
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Attachments to any preſent Intereſt and View, which 
would deprive us of our Power over them. Let us ſet 
before us ſome profitable Subject of Thought: Such as, 
the Perfections of the Bleſſed Gop, the Love of Chr}, 
the Value of Time, the Certainty and Importance of 
Death and Judgment, and the Eternity of Happiness 
or Miſery which is to follow. Let us alſo at ſuch Inter- 
vals reflect, on what we have obſerved as to the State of 
our own Souls, with regard to the Advance or Decline 
of Religion; or on the laſt Sermon we have heard, or 
the laſt Portion of Scripture we have read. Ycu may 
perhaps, in this Connection, Sir, recolle& what I have 
(if I remember right,) propoſed to you in Converſation: 
that it might be very uſeful to ſelect ſome one Verſe of 
Scripture, which we had met with in the Morning, and 
to treaſure it up in our Mind, reſolving to think of bat 
at any Time when we are at a Loſs for Matter of p'ous 
Reflection, in any Intervals of Leiſure for entering upon 
it. This will often be as a Spring, from whence many 
profitable and delightful Thoughts may ariſe, which per- 
haps we did not before ſee in that Connection and Force. 
Or if it ſhould not be ſo, yet I am perſuaded, it will be 
much better to repeat the ſame Scripture in our Mind an 
Hundred Times in a Day, with ſome pious Ejaculation 
formed upon it, than to leave our Thoughts at the Mer- 
cy of all thoſe various Trifles, which may otherwiſe in- 
trude upon us ; the Variety of which will be far from 
making Amends for their Vanity, 

F. 19. (8.) LasTLY, For the Government of our Di, 
courſe in Company: We ſhould take great Care, that no- 
thing may eſcape us, which can expoſe us, or our Chril- 
tian Profeſſion, to Cenſure and Reproach : Nothing in- 
jurious to thoſe that are abſent, or to thoſe that are pre- 
ſent; nothing malignant, nothing infincere ; nothing 
which may corrupt, nothing which may provoke, no- 
thing which may miſlead thoſe about us. Nor ſhould 
we, by any means, be content, that what we fay is in- 
nocent: it ſhould be our Delire, that it may be edify ing, 
to ourſelves and others. In this View, we ſhould en- 
deavour to have ſome Subje& of uſeful Diſcourſe always 
ready; in which we may be aſſiſted by the Hints given, 
about Furniture for Thought, under the former How 
" a . 
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We ſhould watch for decent Opportunities of introducing 
uſeful Reflections; and if a prous Friend attempt to do 
it, we ſhould endeavour to ſecond it immediately, When 
the Converſation does not turn directly on Religious Sub- 
jects, we ſhould endeavour to make it improving ſome 
other Way: We ſhould reflect on the Character and Ca- 
pacities of our Company, that we may lead them to talk 
of what they underſtand beſt; for their Diſcourſes on 
thoſe Subjects will probably be moſt pleaſing to them- 
ſelves, as well as moſt uſeful to us And in Pavſes of 
Diſcourſe, it may not be improper to lift up an ly E- 
jaculation to Go p, that His Grace may aſſiſt us and our 
Friends in our Endeavours to do Good to each other; 
that all we ſay, and do, may be worthy the Character 
of reaſonable Creatures and of Chriſtians. 


F. 20. [III] Tur Directions for a religious Claſing of 
the. Day, which I ſhall here mention, are only 7. 
Let us lee to it, that the fecret Duties of the Evening, be 
well performed; and let us Jie dcaun on our Beds in 
a pious Frame. 


F. 21. (1.) Fox ſecret Devotion in the Evening, I 
would propoſe a Method ſomething different from that 
in the Morning; but ſtill, as then, with due Allowances 
for Circumftances, which may make unthought of Al- 


1 terations proper. I ſhould, Sir, adviſe to read a Por- 


tion of Scripture in the firſt Place, with ſuitable Reflec- 
tions, and Prayer, as above: Then to read a Hymn, or 
Palm. : After this to enter on Self. Examination, to be 
follow ed by a longer Prayer, than that which followed 
Reading, to be formed on this Review of the Day. In 
this Addreſs to the Throne of Grace it will be highly 
proper, to intreat that Gop would pardon the Omiſſions 
and Offences of the Day; to praiſe Him for Mercies 
Temporal and Spiritual; to recommend ourſelves to his 
Protection for the enſuing Night; with proper Petitions 
tor others, whom we ought to bear on our Hearts before 
him; and particularly, for thoſe Friends with whom we 
have conyerſed or correſponded, in the preceeding Day. 
Many other Concerns will occur, both in Morning and 
Evening Prayer, which I have not here hinted at ; : [4 
| I 
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did not apprehend, that a full Enumeration of theſe 'Things 
| belonged, by any Means, to our preſent Purpoſe. 
. 22. Berore I quit this Head, I muſt take the 
Liberty to remind you, that Se/f- Examination is ſo im- 
portant a Duty, that it will be worth our while to ſpend 
a few Words upon it. And this Branch of it is ſo eaſy, 
that when we have proper Queſtions before us, any Per- 
fon of a common Underſtanding may hope to go thro' it 
with Advantage under a Divine Bleſſing. I offer you 
therefore the /ol/owing.Queries, which 1 hope you will, 
with ſuch Alterations as you may judge requifite, keep 
near you for daily Je. Did I wake as with Gov 
„ this Morning, and riſe with a grateful Senſe of hs 
« Goodneſs? How were the ſecret Dewotions of the 
« Morning performed? Did I offer my ſolemn Prat'cs, 
% and renew the Dedication of myſelf to Gov, with 
« becoming Attention and ſuitable Affections? Did I lay 
«© my Scheme for the Buſineſs of the Day wiſely and 
„well? How did I read the Scripture, and any otber 
« Devotional or Practical Piece, which 1 might atter- 
wards conveniently review ? Did it do my Heart good, 
or was it a mere Amuſement? —How have the 
% other fated Dewtions of the Day been attended, whe- 
* ther in the Family, or in Publick ? Have I purſued 
«© the common Buſineſs of the Day with Diligence 
« and Spiritually ; doing every Thing in Seaſorf, and 
« with all convenient Diſpatch, and as unto the Lord (J)! 
« What Time have I loſt this Day, in the Morning, or 
„ the Forenoon, in the Afternoon, or the Evening ;” 
(for theſe Diviſions will aſſiſt your Recollection;) “ and 
«© what has occaſioned the Loſs of it; With what Tem- 
«« per, and under what Regulations, have the Recreation 
« of this Day been purſued ? Have I ſeen the Hand of 
« GOD in my Mercies, Health, Chearfulneſs, Food, 
Clothing, Books, Preſervation in Journies, Succeſs of 
4% Buſineſs, Converſation and Kindneſs of Friends, &c ? 
% Have 1 ſeen it in 4fiions, and particularly in little 
Things which had a Tendency to vex and diſquiet me; 
« And with Regard to this Interpoſition, have I re- 
« ceived my Comforts thankfully, and my Afflictions 
«* ſubmiſlively ? How have I guarded againſt the Temp- 
58 | & fations 

1) Col, iii, 23, | ; 
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« tations of the Day, particularly againſt this or that 
Temptation, which J foreſaw in the Morning? Have 
« | maintained an humble Dependance on Divine In- 
« fluences ? Have I lived by Faith in the Son of GOD m), 
* and regarded CHRIST this Day, as my Teacher and 
“ Governor, my Atonement and Interceſſor, my Ex- 

“ ample and Guardian, my Strength and Forerunner? 
| Havel been looking forward to Death and Eternity this 

“% Day, and conſidered myſelf as a Probationer for Hea- 
ven, and thro' Grace an Expectant of it? Have I go- 
* yerned y Thoughts well, efpecially in ſuch or ſuch an 
Interval of Solitude? How was my Subject of Thought 
* this Day choſen, and how was it regarded? Have go- 
* verned y Diſcourſes well, in ſuch and fuch Com- 
"* pany ? Did I ſay nothing paſſionate, miſchievous, 
* flncerous, imprudent, impertinent ? Has my Heart 
this Day been full of Love to Gop, and to all Man- 
kind; and have 1 ſought, and found, and improved 
Opportunities of doing, and of getting Good? 
“ With what Attention and Improvement have I read 

the Scripture this Evening? How was Self-Examina- 
tion performed the laſt Night; and how have I pro- 
* fited this Day by any Remarks 1 then made on 
* former Negligences and Miſtakes ? With what Tem- 
or did I then /ze doxwr, and compoſe myſelf to 
Sleep!“ 

. 23. You will eaſily ſee, Sir, that theſe Queſtions 
Ne ſo adjuſted, as to be an Abridgement of the moſt ma- 
Wenal Advices I have given in this Letter; and I believe 
veed not, to a Perſon of your Underſtanding, ſay any 
© ing as to the Uſefulneſs of ſuch Enquiries. Conſci- 
Euce will anſwer them in a few Minutes; but if you 
ink them too large and particular, you may make a 

ill ſhorter Abſtract for daily Uſe, and reſerve theſe, with 
uch obvious Alteration as will then be neceſſary, for 
Feaſons of more than ordinary Exactneſs in Review, which 
wore will occur at leaſt once a Week. Secret Devotion 
ing thus performed, before Drowſineſs render us unfit for 
the Interval between that and our going to Reſt muſt be 
Dndufted by the Rules mentioned under the next Head. 
and nothing will farther remain to. be conſidered here, but 


F. 24. 


* a * 5 
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F. 24. (2.) Tye Gentiments, with which we ſhould 
lie down, and compoſe ourſelves 7s Sleep. Now here it 
is obviouſly ſuitable, to think or the Divine Gocdneß, 
in adding another Day, and the M-rcies of it to the for- 
mer Days and Mercies of our Life; to take notice of 
the Indulgence of Providerce, in giving us com modious 
Habitations and eaſy Beds, and continuing to us {ich 
Health of Body, that we can lay ourſelves down at ale 
ypon them, and ſuch Serenity of Mind as leaves us any 
Room to hope for r-freſhing Sieep : A Retre{hment to 
be ſcught, not merely as an Indulgence to Animal Ns 
ture, but as what our wiſe Creator, in Order to keep us 
humble in the Midſt of ſo many Infirmities, has been 
pleaſed to make neceſſary to our being able to purſue his 
Service with renewed Al:crity. Thus may our ſleeping, 
as well as our waking Hours, be in ſome Senſe devoted to 
Gop, And when we are juſt going to reſign ourſelves to 
#he Image of Death, (to what one of the Ancients beautifully 
calls its leſſer Muſteries,) it is alſo evidently proper, to think 
ſeriouſly of that End of all the Living, and to renev 
thoſe Actings of Repentance and Faith, which we ſhould 
judge neceſſary, if we were to wake no more here. You 
have once, Sir, ſeen a Meditation of that Kind in my 
Hand: I will tranſcribe it for yau in the Poft/cript ; and 
therefore ſhall add no more to this Head, but here puti 
Cloſe to the Directions you deſired. h 

F. 25. Lau perſuaded, the moſt important of then 
have, in one Form or another, been long regarded by you, 
and made governing Maxims of your Life. I ſhall 
greatly rejoice, if the Review of theſe, and the Exam! 
nation and Trial of the reſt, may be a Means of lead. 
ing you into more intimate Communion with Gov, and 
ſo of rendering your Life more pleaſant and uſeful, and 
your Eternity, whenever that is to commence, moi? 
glorious, There is not a Human Creature upon Fart, 
whom I ſhould not delight to ſerve in theſe importam 
Intereſts ; but I can faithfully aſſure you, that I am 
with particular Reſpect, 


Dear Sir, | 
Your very aſfectionate Friend and Servant 


$. 204 
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hold 

ere it $. 26. Tus, Reader, with the Alteration of a very few 
dneßz Words, is the Letter J wrote to a worthy Friend, (now 
e for- I doubt not with Go p,) about Sixteen Years age: And 


ice of WI can aſſuredly ſay, that the Experience of each of theſe 
0910Us Years has confirmed me in theſe Views, and eftabliited 
ach me in the Perſuaſion, ©* that one Day thus ſpent is preſer- 
t 10 “ able to whole Years of Senſuality, and the Neglect of 
us any Religion.“ I chaſe to inſert the Letter as it is, becauſe 
nt t0 BT thought the Freedom and Particularity of the Advice 
Nl had given in it, would appear moſt natural in its ori— 
cep s Hginal Form: And as I propoſe to inforce theſe Advices 
5 been n the next Chapter, I ſhall conclude this with Tt Me- 
ſve h Hitatian, which I promiſed my Friend as a Peftcript ; and 
eping, hich I could wiſh you, to make ſo familiar to yourſelf, 
Ot2 10 that you might be able to recollect the Subſtance of it, 
ves 10 rhenever you compoſe yourſelf to Sleep. 


;tifully Wi . 

o think . ſerious View or Dxarn, proper to be taken as aue 
rene lie down on our Beds. 
ſhould 


>, You 
in my 
1 ; and 
e puta 


UM my Soul, . look forward a little with Seriouſ- 
* neſs and Attention, and learn Wiſdom by the 
* Confederation of thy latter End (n). Another of thy 
mortal Nays is now numbered and finiſhed: And as I 
* have put off my Clothes, and laid myſelf upon my Bed, 


f then BF for the Repoſe of the Night; ſo will the Day of Life 
Jy you, quickly come to its Period, ſo muſt the Body itſelf be 
I ſhall put off, and laid to its Repoſe in a Bed of Dutt, Thers 
Exam. let it reſt; for it will be no more regarded by me, than 
f lead. the Clothes which 1 have now laid aſide. I have ano- 
p, and ther far more important Concern to attend. Think, 
al, ad Oh my Soul, when Death comes, thou art to enter 
„ mort upon the Eternal Warld, and to be fixed either #2 

hay Heaven or in Hell, All the Schemes and Cares, the 
por 


Ho es and Fears, the Pleaſures and Sorrows of Life, 
I am, will come to their Period, and the World of Spirits 
will open upon thee. And Oh, how /oon may it open! 
Perhaps before 1be returning Sun bring on the Light of 
| another Day. To-Morrow's Sun may not enlighten 
Servants 66 mine 
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«« mine Eyes, but only ſhine round à ſenſeleſi Cort}, 
& which may lie in the Place of this animated Body, 
At leaſt the Death of many in the Flower of their Age, 
and many who were ſuperior to me in Capacity, Piety, 
and the Proſpects of Uieſulneſs, may loudly warn me 
not to depend on a long Life, and engage me rather u 
wonder that I am continued here ſo many Years, than 
to be ſurprized if I am ſpeedily removed. 

* And now, Oh my Soul, anſwer as in the Sight df 
Gop ; Art thou ready? Art thou ready? Is there no 
Sin unforſaken, and ſo unrepented of, to fill me with N 
Anguiſh in my departing Moments, and to make m C= 


cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
«5 


* tremble on the Brink of Eternity? Dread to remain len 
* under the Guilt of it, and this Moment renew 41y ur, 

«« moſt earneſt Applications to the Mercy of Goo, ard It 
& the Blood of a Redeemer, for Deliverance from it. R. 
Bat if the great Account be already adjuſted, if thot GC 
1 e haſt cordially repented of thy numerous Offences, i (2. 
' * thou haſt ſincerely committed thyſelf by Faith into tit for 
© «Hands of the Bleſſed IEsus, and haſt not renounce ha 
„ thy Covenant with Him by returning to the allow Fr. 
Practice of Sin, then fart not at the Thoughts f Fr 
* Separation: It is not in the Power of Death to h E- 
1% a Soul devoted to Gop, and united to the great fe Us 
de mer. It may take me from my worldly Comforts; Pr 
« it may diſconcert and break my Schemes» for Servi * 

« on Earth: But, Oh my Soul, diviner Entertainment; | 

* and nobler Services wait thee beyond the Grave Ft ly 

«© ever bleſſed be the Name of Gop and the Love d ls 

«© JEvvs, for theſe quieting, encouraging, joyful Views! Te 

&« I will now lay me down in Peace, and fleep (0), i 2 0 

* from the Fears of what ſhall be the Iſſue of this Night "he 
whether Life or Death may be appointed for me. th bot A 

« ther, into Thine Hands I commend my Spirit (p) " a 
«© Thou haſt redeemed me, O GOD of Truth (d), 4 * 


therefore I can chearfully refer it to Thy Choice, wit 
ther I ſhall wake, in this World, or another.” 


(o) Plal, iv. 8, (p) Luke xxiii, 46, (a) Pſal, xxxi- 5+ 
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tn A ſerious Perſuaſive to ſuch a Method of 


ſpending our Days, as is repreſented in the 


cht ak 
ni. former Chapter. 
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Chriflians fix their Views tos low, and indulge too indo- 
lent a Diſpoſition, which makes it more neceſſary to 
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W Aly urge ſuch a Life, as that under Confederation. F. 1, 2. 1 
D, and It is therefore inforced, (1.) From its being apparently * 
m it. Reaſonable, conſidering ourſelves as the Creatures of 4 
if thot GOD, and as redeemed by the Blood of Chriſl. F. 3. i 
ces, Þ (2.) From its evident Tendency to conduce ta our Com- : 
into tb fort in Life. F. 4. (3.) From the Influence it vill 

nounced have to promote our Uſefulneſs to others. F. 5. (4) 

allowel From its Efficacy to make Mlictiuus lighter. F. 6. (5.) 

1s Fon its happy Aſpect on Death : d. 7. And, (6. On 

to hut Eternity. F. 8. Whereas not to defire Improvement 

reat Re would argue a Soul deſtitute of Religion. 9. A 

mforts; Prayer ſuited to the State of a Soul, wwho longs to at- 

_ tain the Life recommended above. 8 

j b 

ve Fd 45 . 

Love . HAVE been aſſigning, in the preceding Chap- 

1 Views! | ter, what I fear will ſeem to ſome of my Readers 

(0), ke 0 hard a Taſk, that they will want Courage to attempt 

is Night, t; and indeed it is a Life in many Reſpects ſo far above 

me. nt of the Generality of Chriſtians, that I am not with- 

(p) ; i dut Apprehenſions, that many, who deſerve the Name, 

(0), aa think the Directions, after all the Precautions with 


hich ! bave propoſed them, are carried to an unneceſfiry 
Degree of Nicety and Strictneſs. But I am perſuaded, . 
uch of the Credit and Comfort of Chriſtianity is loſt, 
i Conſequence of its Profeſſors fixing their Aims too 
WW, and not conceiving of their high and holy Calling 
lo elevated and ſublime a View, as the Nature of Reli- 

; : | *\ 2 gion 


Jice, we 
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ion would require, and the Word of Gop would dired, 
J am fully convinced, that the Expreſſions of «va/%i» 
ewith GOD, of being in rhe Fear of the Lord ali th 
Day long (a), and above all, that of loving the Lord u- 
GOD with all our Heart, and Soul, and Mind, al 
Strength (b), muſt require, if not all theſe Circumſlances, 
yet the Sablance of all that I have been recommending, 
ſo far as we have Capacity, Leiſure, and Opportunity ; 
And I cannot but think, that many might command 
more of the latter, and perhaps improve their Capacities 
too, if they would fake a due Care in the Government 
of themſelves ; if they would give up vain and unnece{- 
ſary D:verſions, and certain Indulgences, which only ſuit 
and delight the lower Part of our Nature, and (to lay 
the beſt of them) deprive us of Pleaſures much better 
than themſelves, if they do not plunge us into Guilt, 
Many of theſe Rules would appear eifily practicable, if 
Men would learn to know the Value of Time, and per- 
ticularly to redeem it from unneceſſary Sleep, which 
waſtes many golden Hours of the Day: Hours, in which 
many of God's Servants are delighting themſelves i 
Him, and drinking in full Draughts of the Water df 
Life; while theſe their Brethren are ſlumbering upon 
their Beds, and loft in vain Dreams, as fer below the 
common Entertainments of a Rational Creature, as the 
Pleaſures of the ſublimeſt Devotion are above them. 
$. 2. I xxow likewiſe, that the Mind is very fickte 
and inconſtant ; and that it is a hard Thing to preſerve 
ſuch a Government and Aythority over our Thoughts, 2 
would be very defirable, and as the Plan I have laid dow! 
will require. But ſo much of the Honour of God, and 
ſo much of our own true Happineſs, depends upon it, 
that I beg you will give me a patient and attentive 
Hearing while I am pleading with you; and that you wil 
ſeriouſly examine the Arguments, and then judge, whether 
a Care and Conduct like that which I have adviſed, be 
not in itſelf reaſonable ; and whether it will not be high: 
ly conducive to your Comfort and Uſefulneſs in Life, you! 
Peace in Death, and the Advancement and Increaſe d 
your Eternal Glory. 
F. 3. Lr 


5 


(a) Prov, xxiii, 17, (b) Mark xii. 30. 
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$. 3. Ler Conſcience ſay, whether /uch a Life, as I 
ave deſcribed above, be not in 7t/e/f highly Reaſonable. 
Look over the Subſtance of it again, and bring it under a 
loſe Examination; for I am very . apprehenſive, that 
ome weak Objections may ariſe againſt the whole, which 
nay in their Conſequences affect Particulars againſt 
rhich no reaſonable Man would preſume to make any 
Recolle&, O Chriſtian, and carry it 
ith you in your Memory and your Heart, while you 
purſuing this Review, that you are the Creature of 
20D, that you are purchaſed with the Blood of JESUS 
nd then ſay, Whether theſe Relations in which you 
and, do not demand all that Application and Reſolution 
hich I would engage you'to. 
have given, reduced into Practice: Suppoſe every Day 
Foun and concluded with ſuch devout Breathings after 
dap, and ſuch holy Retirements for Morning and Even- 
do Converſe with Him and with your own Heart: Sup- 
le a daily Care, in contriving how your Time may be 
Wanaged, and in reflecting how it has been employed: 

ppoſe this Regard to Gop, this Senſe of his Preſence, 
d Zeal for his Glory, to run thro' your Acts of Wor- 
p, your Hours of Buſineſs and Recreation: Suppoſe 
s Attention to Providence, this Guard againſt Temp- 
ons, this Dependance upon divine Influence, this 
overnment of the Thoughts in Solitude, and of the 
courſes in Company: Nay, I will add farther, ſup- 
fie every particular Direction given, to be purſued, 
cepting when particular Caſes occur, with reſpect . to 


Suppoſe all the Counſels 


ich you ſhall be able in Conſcience to ſay, „I ware 


It, not from Indolence and Careleſsneſs, but becauſe 1 
think it will be juſt now more pleaſing to Gov to 
doing ſomething elſe;“ which may often happen in 
man Life, where eral Rules are beſt concerted ; 
poſe, I ſay, all this to be done, not for a Day, or a 
tk, but thro' the Remainder of Life, whether longer 


$ - 


ſhorter ; and ſuppoſe this to be reviewed at the Cloſe - 


leß Fidelity, leſs Zcal than this, migh 


Life, in the full Exerciſe of your rational Faculties? 
Il there be Reaſon to ſay in the Reflection, I hare il 
taken too much Pains in Religion: The Author of my 13 
Bring did not deſerve all this from me: Leſs Diligence, 


t have beenan 


Equivalent 
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Equivalent for the Blood which was ſhed for my Re. 


Ch. 


«© demption. A Part of my Heart, a Part of my Tine, , 
* a Part of my Labours, might have ſufficed tor Him, 
*© who hath given me all my Powers; for Him, who 
© hath delivered me from that Deſtruction, which would 
«© have made them my everlaſting Torment; for Hin, 


ence 
Hat 
very 
poſe 
to ſe 
you 

orde} 
kind 


«© who is raiſing me to the Regions of a bliſsful Immor: 
« tality.” Can you with any Face ſay this? If you 
cannot, then ſurely. your Conſcience bears Witneſs, thit 
all I have recommended, under the Limitations ab ve, in 
reaſonable; that Duty and Gratitude require it; and con. Ani 
ſequently, that by every allowed Failure in it, you bring Man 
Guilt upon your own Soul, you offend Gop, and ad "ny 
unworthy your Chriſtian Profeſſion, 

§. 4. I 1NTREAT you farther to conſider, Whether 
ſuch a Conduct as I have now been recommending, would 
not conduce much to your Comfort and Uſefulneſs in Lift 
Reflect ſeriouſly, What is true Happineſs ? Does it con- "ig 
ſiſt in Diſtartce from Gop, or in Nearneſs to Him MY 
Surely you cannot be a Chriſtian, ſurely you cannot WW, hs 
a Rational Man, if you doubt, whether Communion wic leaſt + 
the great Father of our Spirits be a Pleaſure and Felicity: diſpoſ, 
And if it be, then ſurely they enjoy molt of it, who netz 
him moſt conſtantly in View. You cannot but know i. 1 
your own Conſcience, that it is this which makes t Iy do! 
Happineſs of Heaven; and therefore the more of it an 


tho? 
clinec 
may 
ſome 


n 
Man enjoys upon Earth, the more of Heaven con 7 
down into his Soul. If you have made any Trial of "Iota 
ligion, tho” it be but a few Months or Weeks ſince yo! ance 
firit became acquainted with it, you muſt be ſome c enero 


of it upon your own Experience, which have been 


'orld] 
moſt pleaſant Days of your Life. Have they not bes relied 
thoſe, in which you have acted moſt upon theſe PritG 90 7 


ples; thoſe, in which you have moſt ſteadily and reſolas | 
carried them thro* every Hour of Time, and every Ul nd ber 
cumſtance of Life? The Check, which you mult in milf 
Inſtances give to your own Inclinations, might ſeem dl 
agreeable; but it would ſurely be. overbalanced 4 
moſt happy Manner, by the Satis faction you would WF Ref 
in a Conſciouſneſs of Self. Government; in having fe 2" 
a Command of your Thoughts, Affections, and Act light 
as is much more glorioas than any Authority over or 2 


can be. | — 


. 29, 


Ch. 20. and help to make you uſeful to others, 1 97 TY 


ke $. c. I wouLD allo intreat you to conſider the Influ- 
_ ence, which /uch a Condu# as this might have upon the 


Happineſs of others. And it is eaſy to be ſeen, it mult be 
very great; as you would find your Heart always diſ- 
poſed to watch every Opportunity of doing Good, and 
to ſeize it with Eagerneſs and Delight. It would engage 
you to make it the Study and Buſineſs of your Life, to 
order Things in ſuch a Manner, that the End. of one 
lind and uſeful Action might be the Beginning of another; 
in which you would go on as naturally, as the inferior 
Animals do in thoſe Productions and Actions by which 
Mankind are relieved or inriched ; or as the Earth bears 
her ſucceſſive Crops of different vegetable Supplies. And 
tho' Mankind be, 2a this corrupt State, fo unhappily in- 
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It you 
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ve, b 
nd cons 
a bring 
nd at 


Thethet 


clined to imitate evil Examples rather than good; yet it 


; wr may be expected, that while your Light ines before Men, 
come /ering your good Words will endeavour to tranſexibe 


Ein them in their own Lives, and fo to glorify your Father 
* which is in Heaven (c), The Charm of ſuch beautiful 
e Models would ſurely impreſs ſome, and incline them at 
elicit: leaſt to attempt an Imitation; and every Attempt would 
Tok diſpoſe to another. And thus, thro' the Divine Good- 


nels, you might be entitled to a Share in the Praiſe, and, 
the Reward, not only of the Good you had immediate- 
ly done yourſelf, but likewiſe of that which you had 
Opaged others to do. And no Eye, but that of an all- 
paarching Gor, can ſee, into what diſtant Times or 
Places the bleſſed Conſequences may reach. In every In- 
ſance in which theſe Conſequences appear, it will put a 
zenerous and ſublime Joy into your Heart, which no 
'orldly Proſperity could afford, and which would be the 
welieſt Emblem of that high Delight which the Bleſſed 
op feels, in ſeeing and making his Creatures happy. 

\. 6. Ir is true indeed, that, amidſt all theſe pious 
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1 
27 nd benevolent Cares, Aflictions may come, and in ſome 
pay” Nv interrupt you in the Midſt of your projected 
ed inf C emes. But ſurely theſe Alictions will fit much lighter, 
ould fi — your Hgart is gladdened with the peaceful and joy- 
ring cd Reflections of your own Mind, and with ſo honour- 


b ea Teſtimony of Conſcience before Gop and Man. 
lightfal will it be, to go back to paſt Scenes in your 
b. | pleaſing 


| Actions 
ver ot 


| 
9 le) Mat, v. 16. 
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pleaſing Review, and to think, that you have not only 


been ſincerely humbling yourſelf for thoſe pail Offences, W 
which Afflictions may bring to your Remembrance; but b. 
that yo have given ſubſtantia! Proots of the Sincerity of a | 
that Humiliation, by a real Reformation of what has ma 
been amiſs, and by acting with ſtreguous and vigorous fin. 
Reſolution on the contrary Principle. And while Con- ſuit 
verſe with Gop, and doing God to Men, are made the He 
great Buſineſs and Pleaſure of Life, you will find a Co, 
Thouſand Opportunities of Enjoyment ; even in the Wo 
Midſt of thoſe Afflictions, which would render you ſo 701 
incapable of reliſhing the Pleaſures of Senſe, that t l 
very Mention of them might in thoſe Circumſtances ſeem ft w 
an Inſult and a Reproach. upo 
$. 7. Ar length, Death avill come: That ſolemn and Ys 
important Hour, which hath been paſſed thro' by ſe clit 
many Thouſands who have in the main lived ſuch a Lite, 2 | 
and by ſo mapy Millions who have neglected it. Aud * , 
let Conſcience ſay, if there was ever one of all thelt "i 
Millions, who had hen any Reaſon to 1ejoice in thut Ha. 
Neglect; or any one, among the moſt ſtrict and een. a 
Pac! Chriſtians, who then lamented that his Heart an by PE 
iſe had been tao zealouſly devoted to Gop ? Let Cot by 


ſcience fay, whether they have wiſhed to have a Part d 
that Time, which they have thus employed, given bad 
to them again, that they might be more conformed to til 
World; that they might plange themſelves deeper im 
its Amuſcments, or purſue its Honours, its Poſſefhions 
or its Pleaſures, with greater Eagerneſs than they I 
done ? If you were yourſelf dying, and a dear Friendd 
Child ſtood near you, and this Book and the laſt Ch 
ter of it ſhould chance to come into your "Though 
would you caution that Friend or Child againſt condwl 
ing himſelf by ſuch Rules as I have advanced? I 
Queſtion may perhaps ſeem unneceſſary, where the 
ſwer is ſo plain and ſo certain. Well then, let me! 
ſeech you, to learn how you Gould live, by refed 
how you would die, and what a Courſe you would 
to look back upon, when yqu are juſt quitting * 
World, and entering upon another. "Think fexioull 
what if Death ſhould ſurprize you on a ſudden, and] 
ſhould be called into Eternity at an Hour's or uy 


| Ch. 20. make Death eaſy, and Eternity glorious. 199 
Warning, would you not wiſh, that your laſt Day ſhould 


ce be been thus begun; and the Courſe of it, if it were 
w a Day of Health and Activity, ſhould have been thus 
79 managed ? Would you not wiſh, that your Lord ſhould 


find you engaged in ſuch Thoughts, and in ſuch Pur- 
ſuits? Would not the Paſſage, the Flight from Earth to 
Heaven, be molt eaſy, molt pleaſant, in this View and 
Connection? And on the other hand, If Death ſhould 
make more gradual Approaches, would not the Remem- 


ful Life, make a dying Bed much ſofter and eaſier, than 
it would otherwiſe be? You would not die, depending 
upon theſe Things: God forbid, that you ſhould ! Sen- 
Rule of your many Imperfections, you would, no doubt, 


1 uns defire to throw yourſelf at the Feet of Chrift, that you 
111 might appear before God, adorned with his Righteouſ- 

1 1 ng and cuaſbed from your Sins in his Blood. You would 
1 thel Aſo with your dying Breath aſcribe to the Riches of his 
in din Grace every good Diſpoſition you had found in your 


Heart, and every worthy Action you had been enabled 
to perform. But would it not give you a Delight worthy 
of being*purchaſed with Ten Thouſand Worlds, to re- 
ect, that bis Grace beftowed upon you: had not been in 
ain (d); but.that you had, from an humble Principle 


arib, and in ſome Degree; tho' not with the PeFfec- 
on you could deſire, friſbed the Work <uhich he had 
den you to do (e) That you had been living for many 


aſt Chub form your Heart and Life to the Temper and Manners 
"ho volt its Inhabitants ? E 
- cond 9. 8. AND once more, let me intreat you to reflect 
ed! 1 f. toe Fiew you will have of this Matter, when you 
Eb me ito a N orld of Glory, if (which I hope will be the 
et me rr 'Caſe,) Divine Mercy conduct you thither. Will 


- refed pe. your Reception there be affected by your Care, or 


butes the Crowns, and allots the Thrones there, whe- 


ent of his Servants? Surely you muſt wich, to have 


2 4 an 
e) _— 


en Cor. xv, 10, 


brance of ſuch a pious, holy, humble, diligent, and uſe- 


* 
2 5 5 3 
. & = - : 2 
SEE £ = 26d 
Þ ä — — 8 — 


Pl 
- 1 3 — Gu ere - for * 
- 4 be ey 2 * 
_ — V— p } 
2 — 3 TEST. OO pp * EX. — 
K DC AGO. DET To —é—X— 7 ·˖0—¹ò 


F grateful Love, glorified your Heavenly Father on Re 


jaſt Years as on the Borders of Heaven, and endeaàvouring 


exligence, in this boly Courſe ? Will it appear an in- 
Perent Thing in the Eye of the Bleſſed Jus. who diſ- 


you have been among the moſt zealous, or the mot 
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an Entrance adminiſtred unto you abundantly, into the 
Kingdom of” your Lord end Saviour (t): And what can 
more certainly conduce to it, than to be a/ways abound. 
ing in his Work (g) ? You cannot think ſo meanly of that 
glorious State, as to imagine, that you ſhall there lock 
round about with a ſecret Diſappointment, and ſay in 
your Heart, that you overvalued the Inheritance you 
have received, and purſued it with too much Earneſtnek, 
You will not ſurely complain, that it had too many of 
your Thoughts and Cares: But on the contrary, you have 
the higheſt Reaſon to belive, that if any Thing wer 
capable of exciting your Indignation and your Grit 
there, Fit would be, that amidft ſo many Motives, and ſ 
many Advantages, you exerted yourſelf no more in the 
Proſecution of tuch a Prize. 

$. 9. Bur I will not enlarge on ſo clear a Caſe, and 
therefore conclude the Chapter with reminding you, That 
to allow yourſelf deliberately to fit down ſatisfied with 
any imperfect Attainments in Religion, and to look uren 
a more confirmed and improved State of it as what ycd 
do not deſite, nay, as what you ſecretly reſolve that you 
will not purſue, is one of the moſt fatal Signs we cen 
well imagine, that you are an entire Stranger to the fri 
Principles of it. ö 


A PrayER /uited to the State of a Soul, avho deſireſ i 


attain the Life recommended above. 


why LESSED GOD, I cannot contradi& the Force 
2 of theſe Reaſonings: Oh that I might feel mor: 
than ever the laſting Effects of them! Thou art the 
«« great Fountain of Being, and of Happineſs ; and ® 
from Thee my Being was derived, ſo from Thee ” 
* Happineſs directly flows; and the nearer I am 
Thee, the purer and the more delicious is the Stream. 
* With Thee is the Fountain of Life ; in Thy Light miſ 
I /ee Light (h) / The great Object of my final Hope" 
© to dwell for ever with Thee. Give me now ſome 
“ Foretaſte of that Delight ! Give me, I beſeech Thee, 
to experience the Bl:/edne/s of that Man who fa! et 
* the Lord, and who delighteth greatly in his Command 

| 6 ments; 


Pal, xxxv), 9 


Ch. 20. who would attain to ſuch a Courſe of Life. 201 


20. 

the « ments (i); and ſo form my Heart by Thy Grace, that 
* « may be in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long (k) ! 
und © To Thee may my awatening Thoughts be directed; 
+1 a © and with the firſt Ray of Light that viſits mine open- 
lock ing Eyes, /if7 up, O Lord, the Light of Thy Counte- 
in ce upon me () When my Faculties are rouſed 
5 * from that broken State, in which they lay, while bu- 
nes, “ ried, and as it were annihilated, in Sleep, may my firſt 
wy Actions be conſecrated to Thee, O Gop, who giveſt 
be me Light; who giveſt me, as it were, every Morning 


5 a new Life and a new Reaſon! Enable y Heart to pour 
G:ie 1%, out before Thee, with a filial Reverence, Free- 
nd ſo „ dom, and Endearment! And may I hearken to GOD, 
n the * as I defire that He ſhould hearken unto me May 

Dey Word be read with Attention and Pleaſure ! May 
and my Soul be delivered into the Mold of it, and may I 
That "* hide it in. mine Heart, that I may not fin againſt 


| with * Thee (m) ] Animated by the great Motives there ſug- 
uren i geſted, may I every Morning be renewing the Dedica- 
at yo tion of myſelf to Thee, thro Feſus Thy beloved Son ; 
xt you and be deriving from Him new Supplies of that Ple/- 


e Cal 


_ © /ed Spirit of Thine, whoſe Influences are the Life uf 
ne firſt | 


*“ my Soul! 

3 And being thus prepared, do Thou, Lord, lead me 
y 1 forth by the Hand to all the Duties and Events of the 
: Day ! In that Calling, wherein Thou haſt been pleaſed 
| fo call me, may I abide with Thee (n); not being 
_ © Sothful in Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 


fare! tt 


e Force i n Lord (o) ! May I know the Value of Time, and al- 
e more = ways improve it to the beſt Advantage, in ſuch Du-- 
art tie q ties as Thou haſt aſſigned me; how low ſceyer they 
and ., may ſeem, or how painful ſoever they may be! To 
hee . Thy Glory, O Lord, may the Labours of Life be 
am u. purſued ? and to Thy Glory may the Refreſhments of 
Stream. . t be ſought! Whether I eat, or drink, or whatever. 
bt mal 1 do (p), may that End ſtill be kept in View, and 
Hope . way it be attained! And may every Refreſhment, and 
ol Wo Releaſe from Buſineſs, prepare me to ſerve Thee with 
h Thee, e Steater Vigour and Reſolution ! ry 
| feart K 3 « May | 
n (i) Pfal, cxti, 1. k) Prov. xxili. 17, (1) Pfal. iv. 6. 5 
men m) Plal. cxix, x1, , 0 1 Cor. vii. 8 by Rom. xii. 11. 


XXII. * Err, X. 31, 
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«5 


c Mark viii. 34. (r) John xviii. 11. (e) Mat. vi. 1j. 


May mine Eye be watchful to obſerve the Deſcent rf 
Mercies from Thee; and may a grateful Senſe of Lin- 
Hand in them add a Savour and a Reliſh to all! And 
when Afictions come, which in a World like this ! 
would accuſtom myſelf to expect, may I remember 


that they come from Thee ; and may that fully recon- 


eile me to them, while I firmly believe, that the ſame 
Love which gives us our daily Bread, appoints us 
our daily Crofſes ; which I would learn to take up, 
that I may follow my dear Lord (q), with a 'Temper 
like that which He manifeſted, when aſcending Ca/- 
vary for my Sake; ſaying like Him, The Cup aui 
my Father hath given me, Hall I not drink it ir)! 
And when I enter into Temptation, do Thou, Lord, 
deliver me from Evil (s) Make me ſenſible, I intreat 
Thee, of my own Weakneſs, that my Heart may be 


raiſed to Thee for preſent Communications of propor-, 


tionable Strength When I am engaged in the Societ) 
of others, may it be my Deſire and Care, that J 
may do, and receive, as much Good as poſhble ; and 
may J continually anſwer the great Purpoſes of Lite, 
by honouring Thee, and diffuſing uſeful Knowledge 
and Happineſs in the World ! And when I am alone, 
may I remember my Heavenly Father is with mt; 
may I enjoy the Pleaſure of Thy Preſence, and feel 
the animating Power of it, awakening my Soul to an 
earneſt Defire to think, and act, as in Thy Sight! 

Thus let ay Days be ſpent : And let them always be 
cloſed in Thy Fear, and under a Senſe of Thy gractous 
Preſence! Meet me, O Lord, in mine Evening ke. 
tirements! May I chuſe the moſt proper Time for 
them; may I diligently attend to Reading and Prayer; 
and when I review my Conduct, may I do it with 
an impartial Eye! Let not Self love ſpread a falſe Co- 
louring over it; but may I judge myſelf, as one that 
expects to be juaged of the Link and is very follid- 
tous he may be approved by Thee, who /earche/} all 
Hearts, amd-eanſt-not forget any of my Works (t) ! Lit 
my Prayer tome daily before Thee as Incenſe, and let 
the lifting up of my Hands be as the Morning and /# 
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A Caution againſt various Temptations, by WF... 

which the young Convert may be drawn cala 

aſide from the Courie recommended above. 5: 

| you 


Dangers continue, after the firfl Difficulties (con/idired Ha v. 
Chap. xvi.) are broken thro', F. i. Particular Cau- Wl 
tions, (I.) Againſt a ſluggiſh and indolent Temper. \. 2. 
(z.) Againſt the exceſſive Love of ſenſitive Pleaſure, 5.3, 
leading toa Neglect of Buſineſs and needleſs Expence. J. 4 
(3.) Againſt the Snares of vain Company. F. 5. (4 
Againſt exceſſive Hurries of wworldly Buſineſs ; J. b. 
ewhich is inforced by the fatal Conſequences theſe hart 
had in many Caſes, J. 7. The Chapter concludes wilt 
an Exhortation to die to this World, and live to ant 
ther : $. 8. And the Young Conwert's Prayer for Di 
ron Protection againſt the | Satay ariſing from tb 

Adres. | 


§. 1. H E Repreſentation I have been making of 
the Pleaſure and Advantage of a Life ipen! 

in Devotedneſs to Gop and Communion with Him, 2 
48 I have deſcribed it above, wi!l I hope engage you, my 
1 ' dear Reader, to form ſome Purpoſes, and make ſom? 
4/49 Attempt to obtain it. But from conſidering the Natur? 
„ and obſerving the Courſe of Things, it appears exceed. 
Wy ingly evident, that beſides the general Oppoſition which 
I formerly mentioned as like to attend you in your fir 
wo Entrance on a Religious Life, you will find, even aft! 
you have reſolutely broken thro' this, a Variety of Hin 
drances 1n any Attempts of exemplary Piety, and in the 
Proſecution of a remarkably ſtrict and edifying Courſe, 
will preſent themſelves daily in your Path. And wheres 
1 | yo 


0 


| 

| 

| 
„ 
1 
| 
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21 
you may, by a few reſolute Efforts, baffle ſome of the 
former Sort of Enemies ; theſe will be perpetually renewing 
% their Onſets, and a vigorous Struggle muſt be continually 
-/\ maintained with them. Give me leave now therefore, 


to be particular in my Cautions againſt ſome of the chief 
them. And here I would inſiſt upon the Difficulties, 
© which will ariſe from Inadolence, and the Lowe Plea- 
ure, from vain Company, and from worldly Cares. Each 
h | of theſe may prove inſnaring to any, and eſpecially to 
| young Perſons, to whom I would now have ſome parti- 
an 8 cular Regard. 
cve. F. 2. II rREAr you therefore, in the firſt Place, that 
vou would guard againſt a /uggiſh and indolent Temper. 
The Love of Eaſe inſinuates itſelf into the Heart, under 
a Variety of plauſible Pretences, which are often allowed 


Ca, WW to paſs, when Temptations of a groſſer Nature would not 

92. be admitted. The -i/pending a little Time ſeems to wiſe 
» 3-3- Wand good Men but a ſmall Matter; yet this ſometimes 
vas them into great Inconveniences. It often leads them 

60 Ito break in upon the Staſons regularly allotted to Devo- 

9. „on, and to defer Buſineſs, which might immediately be 

Das done, but being put off from Day to Day is not done at 
wii" FF"; and thereby the Services of Life are at leaſt Diminiſti- 
# 55 Fed, and the Rewards of Eternity diminiſhed proportion- 
* 4 Wably : Not to inſiſt upon it, that very frequently this lays 

14: the Soul open to farther Temptations, by which it falls, 

I Conſequence of being found unemployed. Be there- 
Wore ſuſpicious of the ſirſt Approaches of this Kind. Re- 

ing of ember, that the Soul of Man is an active Being, and 
- ſpent hat it muſt find its Pleaſure in Activity. Gird up there- 
im, u re the Loins of your Mind (a). Endeavour to keep your- 
u, my Nef always well employed. Be exact, if I may with hum- 

ſome ie Reverence uſe the Expreſſion, in your Appointments 
Nature 4% GOD. Meet him early in the Morning ; and ſay not 
-xceed ich the Sluggard, when the proper Hour of riſing is 
which eme, 4 little more Sleep, a little more Slumber (b). 
ur firt lat Time which Prudence ſhall adviſe you, give to 
n after onverſation, and to other Recreations. But when that 
of Hit elapſed, and no unforeſeen and important Engagement 
in the elents, riſe and be gone, Quit the Company of our, 
Courle, ae Friends, and retire to your proper Buſineſi, Whey, 
wheres K 5 4 + 


(a) 1 Pet, i. 13. (b) Prov, Vis 1 0, 
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ther it be in the Field, the Shop, or the Cloſet. For by 

acting contrary to the ſecret Dictates of your Mind, ate 
to what it is juſt at the preſent Moment beſt to do, th ſo ſ· 
it be but in the Manner of pending Half an Hour, ſon: tbe) 
Degree of Guilt is contracted, and a Habit is cheriſhed, Wo 
which may draw after it much worſe Conſequences. Con- Exp 


fider therefore, what Duties are to be diſpatched, and in N man 
what Seaſons. Form your Plan as prudently as you can, 
and purſue it reſolutely ; unleſs any unexpected Incident 


ariſes, which leads you to conclude, that Duty calls you 8m2Y 
another Way. Allowances for ſuch unthought of Inter. Caſe: 
ruptions mult be made; but if in Conſequence of ti Wt a ] 
you are obliged to omit any Thing of Importance whici Effe 
you propoſed to have done To Day, do it if poſſible To . 
Morrow : And do not cut yourſelf out new Work, tilt wud 


former Plan be diſpatched ; unleſs you really judge it, nd 
merely mor? amuſing, but more important. And alwaji 
remember, that à Servant of Chrift ſhould fee to l, 
that he determine on theſe Occaſions, as in his MA 
Preſence. | 

$. 3. Guard alſo againſt an exceſſive Lowe of f 
tive and animal Pleaſure, as that which will be a great 
Hindrance to you in that Religious Courſe, which 1 ha 
now been urging. You cannot but know, that Ch: 
has told us, that a Man muſt deny himſelf, and tale 
f Crefs daily, if he deſire to become his Diſci; lr (ci 
CnrisT the Son of Gop, the Former and Heir of Ml 
Things, pleaſed not himſelf (d); but ſubmitted to Wan 
to Difficulties, and Hardſhips, in the Way of Duty, a 
ſome of them of the extreameſt Kind and Degree, fat 
the Glory of Gop and the Salvation of Men. In this WA 
we are to follow him; and as we know not how 100" 
may be called, even to r unto Blood, flriving a. 


Six (e), it is certainly beſt to accuſtom ourſelves to ti 0 2 
Piſci; tine, which we may be poſſibly called out to ex"... 
ciſe, even in ſuch rigorous Heights. A ſoft and cM "att 
cate Life will give Force to Temptations, which mig aua! 
eaſily be ſubdued by one, who has habituated him cl! e wy 
endure Hardjpip as a good Soldier of Feſus Cris b. 2 
It alſo p:oduces an Attachment to this World, ard ee Fo 


; . | - _Unwil 
(c) Luke ix, 3. (4d) Rom, xv. 3. (e) Heb, Ii. 4. 


Ch. 21. as leading to Expence and Idleneſs. 207 "i 


„ 21, 

or br Unwillingneſs to leave it; which ill become thoſe who 9 
d, e Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth, and who expect 4 
, tho ſo ſoon to be called away to that better Country which j 
bey profeſs to feel (g., Add to this, that what the | 


World calls a Life of Pleaſure, is neceſſarily a- Life of 
Expence too, and may perhaps lead you, as it has done 
many others, and eſpecially many who have been ſetting 
Wout in the World, beyord the Limits which Providenca 
bas aſſigned ; and ſo after a ſhort Courſe of Indulgence 


iche 

Con- 
and in 
1 can, 


cient 
s vo may produce proportionab'e Want. And while m other L 
tres, Caſes it is true, that Pity ould be ſheewn to the Poor, this : 
Fetus i Poverty that is juſtly contemptible, becauſe it is the j 
we Effect of a Man's own Folly ; and when your Want thus 
le Des upon you as an armed Man (h), you will not only 
titel E yourſelf tripped of the Capacity you might otherwiſe 
ir, nu eve ſecured for performing thoſe Works of Charity which 

aaa e fo ornamental to a Chriſtian Proſeſſion, but probably 

0 will ve under itrong Temptations to ſome low Artzfice or 
10 , ean Compliance, quite beneath the Chriſtian Character, 

| Ind that of an upright Man. Many who once made a high 
/ {Ml rolefhon, after a Series of ſuch ſorry and ſcandalous Shitts, 

a gret ave fal.en into the Infamy of Bankrupts, and of the avorf}- 

ST a of Bankrupts ; I mean ſuch, as have laviſhed away 
CN Very 3-aew what was indeed the Property of others, and 
4 2 ave injured, and perhaps ruined, the Induſtrious, to feed 
;.- rer luxurious, or oſtentatious Humour, which while 
5 7 ged was the Shame of their own Families, and when 
\ W. r Ne no longer is their Torment. This will be 
ity, Ml * e Reproach to Religion: Such a Reproach to it, that 
nee, _ Man would rather chuſe to live on Bread and Wa- 

«Wl or indeed to die for Want of them, than to occaſion it. 

ſoon vii 5 4. Ly UARD therefore, I beſeech you, againſt any h 
 6;4i108 5 5 * might tend that Way, etpecially by Dili. 1 
s to t N 17% % and by Prudence and Frugality in Ex« ql 

to ene me by the Divine Blefling, may have a very 4 
nd del Ant ufluence to make your Affairs proſperous, our 
h mig ee and your Mind eaſy. Bat this cannot - 0Þ 
imſell e vr without keeping a reſolute Watch over your- + y 
1 % wy renuouſly refufing to comply with many Propo- 

and 1 5, Which Indolence or Senſuality will offer in very plau- 


| YE Forms, and for which it will plead, ** that it aſks but 
; «6 very 


(s) Heb. xi, 13.16. (b) Prov, vi, 12, 


208 Cautions againſt the Snares of Company, Ch. 21, 
« very little.” Take heed, leſt in this Reſpe& you imitate 


thoſe fond Parents, who by indulging their Children in 


every little Thing they have a Mind to, encourage them 
by inſenſible Degrees to grow ſtill more incroaching and 
imperious in their Demands ; as if they choſe to be ruin 
evith them, rather than to check them in what ſeems 1 
Trifle. Remember, and conſider that excellent Remark, 
ſealed by the Ruin of ſo many Thouſands : ©** He that dz. 
«* ſpiſeth mall Things ſhall fall by little and little.“ 1 

$. 5. In this View, give me Leave alſo ſeriouſly an! WW 


tenderly to caution you, my dear Reader, againſt e Snare 


of vain Company. I ſpeak not, as before, of that Company, iſ 
which is openly licentious and profane. I hope, there 
ſomething now in your Temper and Views, which would 
engage ycu to turn away from ſuch with Deteſtation and 
Horror. But JI beſeech you to conſider, that thoſe Com. 
panions may be very dangerous, who might at firſt give 
you but very little Alarm: I mean thoſe, who tho' not 


the declared Enemies of Religion, and profeſſed Follower: We 


of Vice and Diſorder, yet nevertheleſs have no practical ie 
Senſe of Divine Things on their Hearts, fo far as can oi 


judged, by their Converſation and Behaviour. You mul jy 


often of Neceſſity be with ſuch Perſons ; and Chriitiaaity i 

not only allows, but requires, that you ſhould, on all eſe 
pedient Occaſions of Intercourſe with them, treat then 
with Civility and Reſpect : But chuſe not ſuch for yout BW 
moft intimate Friends, and do not contrive to ſpend mol 
of your Leiſure Moments among them. For ſuch Conve 
has a ſenſible Tendency to alienate the Soul from Gov, 
and to render it unfit for all Spiritual Communion win 


him. To convince you of this, do but reflect on your E wi 


periengę, when you have been for many Hours togetn Wt 
among Perſons of ſuch a Character. Do you not fi" 
yourſelf more indiſpoſed for Devotional Exerciſes ? Do 19M 
not find your Heart, by inſenſible Degrees, more and mi 
inclined to a Conformity to this World, and to look wia 
a ſecret Diſreliſh on thoſe Objects and Employ ments, 


which Reaſon dire&s as the nobleſt and the beſt? Obſer*MP 


the firſt Symptoms, and guard againſt the Snare in I ie: ä 


And for this Purpoſe, endeavour to form Friendſhigꝗ; 


founded in Piety, and ſupported by it. Be a Companion 
tht 


; 0 Ch. 21. and the Hurries of worldly Buſineſs. 209 
tate RR 2ber that frar GOD, and of them that keep his Pre- 
n in cept (i). You well know, that in the Sight of Gop 
them bey are the Excellent of the Earth; let them therefore 
g and Be all your Delight (k). And that the peculiar Benefit of 
uin their Friendſhip may not be loſt, endeavour to make the 
ms 2 6Ebeſt of the Hours you ſpend with them. The wiſeſt of 
nark, Men has obſerved, that when Counſel in the Heart of a 
at de. Man is lite deep Waters, that is, when it lies low and 
; By concealed, a Man of Under/landing will draw it out (I). 
y an Endeavour therefore on ſuch Occalions, ſo far as you can 
nar esd it with Decency and Convenience, to give the Con- 
pany, verſation a Religious Turn. And when ſerious and uſe- 
nere 158 ful Subjects are ſtarted in your Preſence, lay hold of 
would them, and cultivate them; and for that Purpoſe, let the 
on nd Word of Chrift davell richly in you (m), and be continu- 
Com. ally made he Man of your Counſel (n). 
ſt ge F. 6. Ir it beſo, it will ſecure you, not only from the 
10 not Snares of Idleneſs and Luxury, but from the Contagion of 
lowers ; every bad Example. And it will alſo engage you to guard 
actica WY againſt thoſe eæceſ ve Hurries of worldly Buſineſs, which 
can de would fill up all your Time and "Thoughts, and thereby 
u mul WS choke the good Word of Gop, and render it in a great 
(tiaaity WY Meaſure, if not quite, wnfruirful (o). Young People are 
all ex We generally of an enterprizing Diſpoſition : Having experi- 
it then ence comparatively little of the Fatigue of Buſineſs, and 
or your of the Diſappointments and Incumbrances of Life, they 
1d mol N eaſily ſwallow them up, and annihilate them in their Ima- 
onveri Wl gination,. and fancy that their Spirit, their Application 
Gobi and Addreſs, will be able to encounter and ſurmount every 
on with Obſtacle or Hinderance. But the Event proves it other- 
our E wiſe. Let me intreat you therefore, to be cautious, how 
ogerner lt you plunge yourſelf into a greater Variety of Buſineſs than 
not fu you are capable of managing as you ought, that is, in 
Do poi Conſidency with the Care of your Souls, and the Service 
nd moot Goo; which certainly ought not on any Pretence to 
ok with be neglected. It is true indeed, that @ prudent Regard 
ents, “ your worldly Intereft would require ſuch a Caution; as 
Obſerie » t is obvious to every careful Obſerver, that Multitudes 
n Time re undone, by graſping at more than they can conveni- 
2ndih1p ntly manage. Hence it has frequently been ſeen, that 
n wh. le 
10 


(i) Pſal. cxix. 63. 


(1) Prov. xx! 5. 
(m) Col, Ui, I6, 


(0) Mat, Xill, 20, 


(k) Pfal. xvi. 3. 
(n) Plal, cxix, 244 
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In meſt Inſtances, Men ſeek the World, 


210 The Polly of reſolving to be rich, Ch. 21, 


while they have ſeemed re/o/ved to be rich, they have 
pierced themſelves thro) avith many Sorrows (p), have 
ruined their own Families, and drawn down many others 
into Deſolation with them. Whereas, conld they have 
been contented with moderate Employ ments and moderate 
Gains, they might have, proſpered in their Buſineſs, and 
might by ſure Degr es, under a Divine Bleſſing, hate 
advanced to great and honourable Increaſe. But if there 
were no Danger at all to be apprehended on this Head, if 
you were as certain of becoming rich and great, as you zre 
of perplexing and fatiguing yourſelf in the Attempt, con- 
ſider, I beſeech you, how precarious theſe Enjoy ments 
are. Conſider, how often a plentiful Table becomes a Snare, 
and that which ſhould have been for a Man's Welfare, 
becomes a Trap (q). Forget not that ſhort Leſſon, which 
is ſo comprehenſive of the higheſt Wiſdomy One Thing is 
needful (r). Be daily thinking, while the gay and great 
Things of I ife are glitter.ng before your Eyes, how ſoon 
Death will come, and impoveriſh you at once; how ſoon 
it will trip you of all Poſſeſſions, but thoſe which 2 
naked Soul can carry along with it into Eternity, when it 
drops the Body in the Grave. ErtrniTyY! ETERNITY 
ErERNITYI Carry the View of it about with you, if it 
be poſſible, thro' eyery Hour of waking Life; and be filly 
perſuaded, that you have no Buſineſs, no Intereſt in Lite, 
that is inconſiſtent with it : For whatſoever would be in- 
jurious to this View, is not your Buſineſs, is not your Ine 
tereſt. You ſee indeed, that the Gentrality of Men act, as 
if they thought the great Thing which Gop required cf 
them, in order to ſecure his Favour, was to get as much f 
the World as poſſible ; at leaſt, as much as they can with- 


out any groſs Immorality, and without riſquing the Loss 


of all, for making a little Addition. And as if it were 
to abet this Deſign, they tell others, and perhaps tell 
themſevles, They only +ſcek Opportunities of greater U/:- 
Fulneſs. But in Effect, if they mean any Thing mele 
by this, than a Capacity cf Uſefulneſs, which, wil 
they have it, they will not exert, they generally deceive 
theraſelves ; and one Way or another, it is a vain Pretenct. 
either that 
they may_hcard up Riches, for the mean and lee 

a. f 0 1 


Ir. 
(p) x Tn u. 10, (a) Plal, iz, 22. (7) Luke x. 42 
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lous Satisfaction of looking upon them while they are 


living, and of thinking, that when they are dead it will 


be ſaid of them, that they have left / many Hundreds or 
Thouſands of Pounds behind them; very probably, to 
inſnare their Children, or other Heirs, (for the Vanity is 
not peculiar to thoſe, who have Chile ren of their own :) 
—-- Or elſe, that they may laviſh away their Riches on 
their Luſts, and drown themſelves in a Gulf of Senſua- 


lity, in which, if Reaſon be not loſt, Religion is ſoon 


ſwallowed up, and with it all the nobleſt Pleaſures which 
can enter into the Heart of Man. In this View, the 
Generality of Rich People appear to me Objects of much 
greater Com paſſion than the Poor: Eſpecially as when 


both live (which is frequently the Caſe,) without any Fear 
7 GOD before their Eyes, the Rich abuſe the greater 
Variety and Abundance of his Favours, and therefore 
& will probably feel, in that World of future Ruin which 


awa:ts impenitent Sinners, a more exquiſite Senſe of the r 


$. 7. Axp let me obſerve to you, my dear Reader, 


leſt you ſhould think yourſelf ſecyre from any ſuch Dan- 
ger, that we have great Reaſon to apprehend, there are 
many now in a very wretched State, who once thought 
ſeriouſly of Religion, when they were firſt ſetting out, in 
lower Circumſtances of Life; but they have ſince for- 
8 laken Gop for Mammon, and are now pricing themſelies 
in thoſe golden Chaing, which in all Probability, before 
| it be long, will leave them to remain in tho/e of Darkneſs, 
When therefore an Attachment to the World may be fol- 
lowed with ſuch fatal Conſequences, let not thine Heart 
envy Sinners (+) ; and do not, out of a Deſire of gainin 
What they have, be guilty of ſuch Folly as to N 
Pour ſelf to this double Danger, of fa;ling in the At- 
eenpt, or of being undone by the Succeſs of it. 
& your Deſires ; endeavour to be ealy and content with a 
* little; And if Providence call you out to act in a larger 
W >phere, ſubmit to it in Obedience to Providence; but 
number it among the Trials of Life, which it will re- 
dure a larger Proportion of Grace to bear well. Fot be 
dated, that as Affairs and Intereſts multiply, Cares ud 
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212 An Exbortation to die to the World, Ch, 21. 


Duties will certainly increaſe, and probably Diſappoint- 
ments and Sorrows will increaſe in an equal Proportion. 

$. 8. Os the whole, Learn by Divine Grace zo die to 
the preſent World ; to look upon it as a low State of Be- 
ing, which Gop never intended for the final and com- 
pleat Happineſs, or the ſupream Care of any one of his 
Children: A World, where ſomething is indeed to be 
enjoyed, but chicfly from himjelf ; where a great Deal is 
to be borne with Patience and Reſignation ; and where 


ſome im portant Duties are to be performed, and @ Cour/c 


of Diſcipline to be paſſed thro, by which you are to be 
formed for a better State; to which as a Chriſtian you 
are near, and to which God will call you, perhaps on a 
Sudden, but undoubtedly, if you hold on your Way, in 
the fitteit Time and the moit convenient Manner. Refer 
therefore all this to Him, Let your Hopes and Fears, 
your Expectations and Deſires, with Regard to this 
World, be kept as low as poſſible; and all your Thoughts 
be united, as much as may be, in this one Center, W hat 
it is, that Gop would, in preſent Circumſtances, have 
you to be; and what is that Method of Conduct, by 
which you may molt effectually pleaſe and glorify him! 


The young Convert's Fraver for Divine Protection, 
againſt the Danger of theſe Snares. 


0 LESSED GOD! In the Midſt of Ten Thou- 
cc ſand Snares and Dangers, which ſurround me 
« from without and from within, permit me to look up 
« unto Thee with my humble Intreaty, that Thou 
«« wouldſt deliver me from them that riſe up againſt 
« me lt), and that ine Eyes may be upon me for 
« Goed (u) When Sloth and Indolence are ready to 
«« ſeize me, awaken me from that idle Dream, with 
lively and affectionate Views of that Inviſible and Eter- 
« nal World, to which I am tending ! Remind me of 
„ what infinite Importance it is, that I diligently im- 
«« prove thoſe tranſient Moments, which Thou haſt al- 
« lotted to me as the Time of my Preparation for it! 
When Sinners entice me, may I not . conſent (x) ! 
« May holy Converſe with Gop give me a D:ireliſh 4 
4 | . 66 the 
(x) Prov. i, 10. 


0% Plal, lix, 1. (ou) Jer, xiv, 6, 


21. Cb. 21. 4 Prayer to be kept from theſe Snares, 213 
int - the Converſe of thoſe, who are Strangers to Thee“ 
n. and who would ſeparate my Soul from Thee! May I 
%% RE honour them that fear the Lord (y), and walking with 
Be- ſuch <vi/e and holy Men, may I find I am daily ad- 
om- vancing in Wiſdom and Holineſs (z)! Quicken me, O 


Lord, by their Means; that by me Thou mayſt alſo 


| be | « quicken others! Make me the happy Inſtrument of 
al is “ inkindling and animating the Flame of Divine Love 
here in their Breaſts; and may it catch from Heart to 
urſe Heart, and grow every Moment in its Progreſs ! 

o be 1 Guard me, O Lord, from the Lowe of ſenſual Plea- 


you fre ! May I ſeriouſly remember, that ta be carnally 


ona minded is Death (a)! May it pleaſe Thee therefore, 


„ in “ to purify and refine my Soul by the Influences of Thine 
Holy Spirit, that I may always ſhun unlawful Gratifi- 
cations, more ſolicitoufly than others purſue them; 
and that thoſe Indulgences of animal Nature, which 
Thou haſt allowed, and which the Conſtitution of 
Things renders neceſſary, may be ſoberly and mode- 


* 


* 
* 


nity of my Spiritual and Intelligent Nature, and may 
the Pleaſures of the Mar and the Chriſtian be ſought 
as my nobleſt Happineſs! May my Soul riſe on the 
Wings of holy Contemplation, to the Regions of In- 
viſible Glory ; and may I be endeavouring to form 
myſelf, under the Influences of Divine Grace, for the 
Entertainments of 'Thoſe Angelick Spirits, that live in 
Thy Preſence in à happy Incapacity of thoſe groſs De- 


66 
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inſnared, and in which they ſo often loſe the Memory 
of their high Original, and of thoſe” noble Hopes 
which alone are proportionable to it! 


Thou haſt fixed me, and ſteadily to purſue the Duties 
World, which would ſo engroſs my Time and my 
Thoughts, that he one mT needful ſhould be for- 


gotten ! May. my Defires a 
moderated, by conſidering their uncertain and unſatis- 


0) Paal, 4. (32) Prov, xiii, 200 (a) Rom, viii, 6. 


rately uſed ! May I ſtill remember the ſaperior Dig- 


lights, by which Spirits dwelling in Fleſh are ſo often 


** Give me, O Lord, to kxow the Station in which 


of it! But deliver me from thoſe exce/ive Cares of this 


ter worldly Poſſeſſions be 


tying Nature; and while others are laying up Treaſures 
| 64 on 
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214 A Prayer to be kept from theſe Snares, Ch, 21; 


% on Farth, may I be rich towards GOD (b)*! May! 
* never be foo bu to attend to thoſe great Affairs, whi 
lie between Thee and my Soul; never be ſo engroſſe 
with the Concerns of Time, as to neglect the Interetts 
„ of Eternity] May I paſs thro' Earth with my Heart 
and Hopes ſet upon Heaven, and feel the attractive In- 
« fluence ſtronger and ſtronger, as I approach ſtill nearer 


«6 
cc 


ment come, when every earthly Object ſhall diſappear 
* from my View, and the ſhining Glories of the Hes. 
«« venly World ſhall'fill my improved and ſtrengthened 
Sight, which ſhall then be cheared with that Which 
„would now overwhelm me! Amen,” 


(b) Luke xii; ats 


CHAP 


« and nearer to that deſirable Centre; till zhe bah Ae. 
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1 h. 22. Declenſions in Religion to be feared, 215 


0 
| CHAP, XXII. 
A' \ 
: he Caſe of Spiritual Decay and Languor in 


Religion. 


222 in Religion, and Relapſes into Sin, with their 
8 /orrowful Conſequences, are in the general too probaòble. 
y. 1: The Caſe of Declenſion and Languor in Religion 
deſcribed, Negatively; $. 2 and. poſitively; F. 3. 


1 
4 
: 


of the Cloſet. F. 4. (2). By a Neglect of Social Wor- 
= ip. F. 5. (3.) By Want of Lowe to our Fellows 
= Chriſtians. F. 6. (4) By an undue Attachment to ſen- 
W /ual Pleaſures, or ſecular Cares. F. 7. (5). By Pre- 


F. 8. A Symptom peculiarly ſad and dangerous. F. 9, 

10. Directions for Recovery, F. 11. immediately to 
be purſued. F. 12. A Prayer for one under Spiritual 
: Decays. 


. 


o 
- 


. . F* I am ſo happy as to prevail upon you in the 
; „ 1 Exhortations and Cautions I have given, you 
: ill probably go on with Pleaſure and Comfort in Reli- 
en; and your Path will generally be /ike the Morning 
Kilt, which foineth more and more untill the perfect 


en of ſuch Succeſs, as ſhall carry you above thoſe Va- 
Neties in Temper, Conduct, and State, which have been 


anged. Much do I fear, that you will feel your 
ER Mind 


a Prov, iv. 18. 


as diſcovering itſeſf, (1.) By a Failure in the Duties » 


Judices againſt ſome important Principles in Religion 3 


(a). Yet I dare not flatter myſelf with an Expecta- 


Poe or leſs the Complaint of the beſt of Men. Much 
o fear, that how warmly ſoever your Heart may how, 
impreſſed with the Repreſentation I have been mals | 
8, tho? the great Objects of your Faith and Hope con, 
hue unchangeable, your Temper towards them will be. 
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concerning them, the Means of reſtoring, comforting, 
And ſtrengthening your Soul, if he ever ſuffers you in ary 


216 Spiritual Decay will diſcover itſelf Ch. 21, Ch. 
Mind langue and tire in the good Ways of God ; nay, ef d 
that you may be prevailed upon to take ſome Step out ire. 
them, and may thus fall a Prey to ſome of theſe M Hear 
tations, which you now look upon with a holy Scots ade; 
The probable Conſequence of this will be, that Gebe B 
wall de his Face from you; that he will ſtretch forth l 5. 
little 


afiifing Hand againſt you; and that you will itil! tee 
your ſorrowful Moments, how chearfully ſoever you il 
may now be rejoicing in the Lord, and joying in the GO) Wis it. 
of your Salvation (b). I hope therefore, it may be d 
ſome Service, if this too probable Event ſhould happen, 
to conſider theſe Caſes a little more particularly: Ard! 
heartily pray, that Gop would make what I ſhall fay 


Degree to deviate from him. 

$. 2. WB will frft conſider the Caſe of Spiritual Dr 
elenfions, and Languor in Religion. And here 1 defire, 
that, before I proceed- any farther, you would obſerve, 
that I do not comprehend under this Head every Ab tt 
ment of that Fervour, which a young Convert may find 


when he firſt becomes experimentally acquainted wil 9. 
Divine Things. Our Natures are ſo framed, that tate, 
Novelty of Objects ſtrikes them in ſomething of a peci ; . 
iar Manner: Not to urge, how much more eafily out pr!!! a 
Paſſions are impreſſed in the earlier Years of Life, tha We w. 
when we are more advanced in the Journey of it. Ths nd f 
perhaps, is not ſufficiently conſidered. Too great rare 
Streſs is commonly laid on the Flow of Affections; anger, 
for Want of this a Chriſtian who is ripened in Gra now 
and greatly advanced in his Preparation for Glory, 1) cor 
ſometimes be ready to lament imaginary rather than red i 
Decays, and to ſay, without any juſt Foundation, O thi 
that it were with me as in Months paſt (e)! Therefore. 
you can hardly be too frequently told, that Religion com hat's 
ſiſts chiefly, *© in the Reſolution of the Will for GOead, 

« and in à conflant Care to avoid whatever we are pet r {o: 
** ſuaded He would diſapprove, to diſpatch the Work be 

He has aſſigned us in Life, and to promote his Gl me 
in the Happineſs of Mankind.” To this we are chief bu 
ly to attend, looking in all to the Simplicity and Puri eple: 


(b) Heb, iii, 18, (e) Job zxix, 2] q 


. 21, Ch. 22. by a Failure in the Duties of the Cloſet. 217 


_ nay, ef th otives from which we act, which we know 
out are, chi 
Tk Hart ; humbling ourſelves before him at the ſame Time 
Scott nder a Senſe of our many Imperfections, and fly ing to 
Gov tte Blood of Chr:/? and the Grace of the Goſpel. 

rth i F. 3. Havine given this Precaution, I will now a 

il tee little more particularly deſcribe the Caſe, which I call She 


r vate of a Cbriſtian who is declining in Religion; ſo far 
GOD it does not fall in with thoſe, which I ſhall conſider in 
be ct iithe following Chapters. And I muſt obſerve, that it 
ap Wenielly conlilts “ in 4 Forgerfulneſs of Divine Objects, 
Ar, 


p * and a Remifſneſs in thoſe various Duties, to which 
all tay ve ſtand engaged by that /olemn Surrender which we 
orting, 
in any here will be a Variety of Symptoms, according to the 
"ferent Circumſtances and Relations in which the Chriſ- 
4 Dian is placed; but ſome will be of a more univerſal 
deſue Wind. It will be particularly proper to touch on theſe ; 
bſerve, nd ſo much the rather, as theſe Declenſions are often 
Ab te. vobſerved, like the grey Heirs which were upon Ephraim, 
xy find, chen he Aneav it not (d). 


d wil y.,4- SHOULD you, my good Reader, fall into this 


hat tn! State, it will probably firit diſcover itſelf, by a Failure 
a peci · r the Duties of the Cloſet. Not that 1 ſuppoſe, they 
ily oil at firſt, or certainly conclude, that they will at all, 
fe, that Pe wholly omitted: But they will be run over in a cold 


Ind formal Manner. Sloth, or ſome of thoſe other 


great rares which I cautioned you againſt in the farmer Chap- 
; ; aner, will fo far prevail upon you, that tho” perhaps you 

Grace now and recollect, that the proper Seaſon for Retirement 
Y, "3 come, you will ſometimes indulge yourſelf zpon your 


| bed in the Morning, ſometimes in Conwerſation or Buſineſs 


ion, O the Evening, ſo as not to have convenient Time for 
nere fort. Or perhaps, when you come into your Cloſet at 
ion CON bat Seaſon, ſome favourite Book you are deſirous to 
„ GO ed, ſome Correſpondence that you chuſe to carry on, 
are per r ſome other Amuſement, will preſent itſelf, and plead 
e Work o be diſpatched firſt. This will probably take up -more 
is Glo "me than you imagined ; and then, Secret Prayer will 
re chie e hurried over, and perhaps reading the Scripture quite 


d Puri lected. You will plead perhaps, that it is but for 
5 . 7 5 8 . ah _ once ; 
a) -Hoſ, vii. 9, 


regarded by that GOD who ſearches the 


© have made of ourſelves to the Service of Gob.”. 
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218 There will be a Neglect of Social Duties, Ch. 22 


once: But the ſame Allowance will be made a ce 
and a third Time ; and it will grow mare eaſy and fam. 
liar to you each Time, than it was the I:ſt, And thy 
GOD will be mocked, and your own Soul will be & 
frauded of its ſpiritual Meals, if J may be allowed the 
Expreſſion; the Word of Gop will be flight: d, and 
Self- Examination quite diſuſed; and ſecret Prayer itfel 
will grow a Burthen, rather than a Delight; a trifling 
Ceremony, rather than a devout Homage fit for the Ac 
ceptance of our Father who is in Heaven. 

| $. 5. IF immediate and reſolute Meaſures be not take 
for your Recovery from theſe Declenſions, they wil 
ſpread farther, and reach the As of Social Wurſhit 
You will feel the Effect in your Families, and in Publick 
Ordinances. And if you 4% not feel it, the Sympcom 
will be / much the avorſe- Wandenng Thoughts wil 
(as it were)*eat out the very Heart of theſe Duties. I 
is not, I believe, the Privilege of the moſt eminent 
Chriſtians, to be entirely free from them: But probably 
in theſe Circumſtances, you will find but few Intervals d 
ſtrict Attention, or of any Thing which wears the Appear, 
ance of Inward Devotion. And when theſe Heartles 
Duties are concluded, there will ſcarce be a Refleclio 
made, how little Gop hath been enjoyed in them, hoy 


little he hath been honoured by them. Perhaps the Sacri 


ment of the Lord's-Sufpper, being ſo admirably adapted 
to fix the Attention of the Soul, and to excite its warm: 
eſt Exerciſe of holy AﬀeCtions, may be the /af? Orar 
nance in which theſe Declenſions will be felt. And yt 
who can ſay, that the Sacred Table is a privileged Place! 


Having been unneceflarily ſtraitned in your Preparations 
vou will attend with leſs Fixedneſs and Enlargement ol 


Heart than uſual. And perhaps a Diſſatisfaction in tht 
Review, when there has been a remarkable Alienation 
or Inſenſibility of Mind, may occaſion a Diſpoſition V0 


forfake your Place and your Duty there. And when yout 


Spiritual Enemies have once gained this Point upon you 
it is probable you will fall by ſwifter Degrees than evef 
and your Reſiſtance to their Attempts will grow weakel 
and weaker. | | | 
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Ch. 22. and an undue Attachment to the World. 219 


F. 6. Waen your Love to GOD our Father, and to 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift fails, your Fervour of Ciriſtian 
Affection to your Brethren in Chriſt will proportionably 
decline, and your Concern for Uſefulneſs in Life abate z 
eſpecially, where any Thing is to be dore for Spiritual 
WE d:fication. You will find one Excuſe or another, for 

he Neglect of Religious Diſcourſe, perhaps not only 
pmong Neighbours and Chriſtian Friends, when very 
onvenient Opportunities offer; but even with Regard to 
hoſe, who are Members of your own Families, and to 
thoſe, who, if you are fixed in the ſuperior Relations of 
fe, are committed to your Care. 


J. 22, 
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* * d. 7. WIr this Remiſſneſs, an Attachment, either 
Gi o ſenſual Pleaſure, or to worldly Buſineſs, will increaſe, 
8 * or the Soul muſt have ſomething to employ it, and 


omething to delight itſelf in: And as it turns to one or 
he other of theſe, Temptations of one Sort or another 
vil! preſent themſelves. In {ome Inſtances, perhaps the 
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hents of Life may be broken in upon, thro' a Fondneſs 
or Company, and the Entertainments which often at- 
nd it, In other Inſtances, the Intereſts of Life ap- 
earing greater than they did before, and taking up more 
the Mind, contrary, Intereſts of other Perſons may 
row you into Diſquietude, or plunge you in Debate 
nd Contention ; in which it is extremely difficult to pre- 
ve, either the Serenity, or the Innocence of the Soul. 
Ind perhaps, if Miniſters and other Chriſtian Friends 
per ve this, and endeavour in a plain and faithſul Way 
reduce you from your Wandring a falſe Delicacy of 
lind, often: contracted in ſuch a State as this, will ren- 
theſe Attempts extremely diſagreeable. The Ulcer of 
le Soul (if I may be allowed the Expreſſion,) will nat 


in ” ar being touched, when it moſt needs it ; and one of 
ney e moſt generous and ſelf-denying Inſtances of Ch: iftian 
age tendſþip ſhall be turned into an Occaſion of Coldneſs 


d Digage, yea perhaps of Enmity, 

. 8. Aup poſſibly, to ſum up all, this diſordered 
ite of Mind may lead you into ſome Prejudices againſt 
we very Principles, which might be moft effeftual far, 


don yon. 
jan eve 
weak 


WII 


ricteſt Bonnds of Temperance, and the regular A ppOint- 


7 Recovery : And your great Enemy may ſucceed "ſg, ;: 
in his Attempt againſt you, as to perſuade you, that, 
ps aan + ws: ; l . c you- g 


220 Prejudices will be formed in the Mind. Ch, 2 


you have loſt nothing in Religion, when you have al. 
molt loit all. He may very probably lead you to con- 
clude, that your former Devotional Frames were mere 
Fits of Enthufiaim ; and that the holy Regularity of your 
Walk before Gop was an unneceſſary Strictneſs aud 
Scrupuloſity. Nay, you may think it a great Improve 
ment in Underſtanding, that you have learnt from ſome 


new Maſters, that if a Man treat his Fellow- Creature 


Ch 


felf 
Ren 
prey 
R& 
Hos 


Soul 
coul. 


with Humanity and Good Nature, judging and revi/in Wi = 
only thoſe who would diſturb others by the Narrowwn:: Wi Tho, 
of their Notions, (for theſe are generally exempted fron of i: 
# b, 


other Objects of the moſt univerſal and diſintereſted be 
nevolence ſo often boaſted of,) he muſt neceſſarily bein 
a very good State, tho' he pretend not to converſe muck 
with Gop, provided that he think reſpectfully of him, 
and do not provoke him by any groſs Immoralities. 

F. 9. I MENTION this in the /aff Stage of Religiu 
Declenffons, becauſe I apprehend that to be its prope 
Place; and I fear, it will be found by Experience t 
ſtand upon the very Confines of that groſs Apoſtacy i 
to deliberate and preſumptuous Sin, which will claim ou 
Conſideration under the next Head: And becauſe tov 
it is tht Symptom, which molt effectually tends to pre 
vent the Succeſs, and even the Uſe, of any proper 
medies, in Conſequence of a fond and fatal Apprete 
ſion, that they are needleſs. It is, if I may borrow be 
Simile, like thoſe Fits of Lethargick Drowſinels, Which 
often precede Apoplexies and Death. 
F. 10. Ir is by no means my Deſign at this Time 
reckon up, much leſs to conſider at large, thoſe dang?! 
ous Principles, which are now ready to poſſeſs the Mint 


and to lay the Foundation of a falſe and treacherous Peaa Sr 
Indeed they are in different Inſtances various, and ſony, 
times run into oppoſite Extreams. But if Go ava c. 
you to read your Bible with Attention, and give vo ens n 
feel the Spirit with which it is written, almoſt e 4 
Page will flaſh in Conviction upon the Mind, and {pre per 
a Light to ſcatter and diſperſe theſe Shades of Dark er 7 
$. 11. Wnar I chiefly intend in this Addreſs, 8“ 


engage you, if poſſible, as ſoon as you perceive the fi 
Symptoms of theſe Declenſions, to be upon your Gus 
and to endeayour as ſpeedily as poſhble to recover yo 
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Ch. 22. Directions given for Recovery. 221 


ſelf from them. And I would remind you, that the 
Remedy muſt begin, where the firſt Cauſe of Complaint 
prevailed, I mean, zn the Cloſet. Take ſome Time for 
Rerollection, and aſk your own Conſci-nce ſeriouſly, 
How Matters ſtand between the Bleſſed Gop, and your 
Soul? Whether they are as they once were, and as you 
could wiſh them to be, if you ſaw your Life juſt drawing 
Ito a Period, and were to paſs immediately into the Eter- 
ral State? One ſerious Thought of Eternity ſhames a 
Thouſand vain Excuſes, with which, in the Forgetfulneſs 
Jof it, we are ready to delude our own Souls. And when 
You feel that ſecret Miſgiving of Heart, which will na- 
Wurally ariſe on this Occaſion, do not endeavour to pat- 
Wiate the Matter, and to find out flight and artzu] Co- 
Perings, for what you cannot forbear ſecretly condemn- 
Ing; but honeſtly fall under the Conviction, and be 
Wumbled for it. Pour out your Heart before Gop, and 
Week the renewed Influences of His Spirit and Grace. 
Return with more Exactneſs to Secret Devotion, and to 
Pelf- Examination. Read the Scripture with yet greater 
Piligence, and eſpecially the more Devotional and Spi- 
ua Parts of it, Labour to ground it in your Heart, 
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5 1 Id to feel, what you have Reaſon to believe the Sacred 
pes Non ſenmen felt when they wrote, ſo far as Circumſtances 
Eb. ay agree. Open your Soul with all Simplicity, to every 
rrow u 


eſſon which the Word of Gop would teach you; and 
ard againſt thoſe Things, which you perceive to alie- 
pour Mind from Inward Religion, tho' there be no- 
My criminal in the Things themſelves. They may per- 
aps in the general be /awyfu/; to ſome poſſibly they may 
# expedient ; but if they produce ſuch an Effect as was 
entioned above, it is certain they are not convenient for 
da. In theſe Circumſtances, above all ſeek the Con- 
le of thoſe Chriſtians, whole Progreſs in Religion 
ems moſt remarkable, and who adorn their Profeſſion 
the moſt amiable Manner, Labour to obtain their 


85 Which 


Time 
e dangel 
the Mint 
pus Pea 
and ſome 
p awake 
ive you! 
noſt even 
and {116 
Darkres 
lreſs, 5) 
ve the j 
our Gua 


cover ir 


nee will permit. Employ yourſelf, at Seaſons of Lei- 
e, in reading Practical and Devotional Books, in 
uch the Mind and Heart of the Pious Author is tranf- 
d into the Work, and in which you can {as it were) 


*mper and Sentiments, and lay open your Caſe and 
zur Heart to them, with all the Freedom which Pru- - 
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222 Theſe Precautions to be preſently taken. Ch, 22. 


taſte the genuine Spirit of Chriſtianity. And to con- 
clude, Take the firſt Opportunity that preſents, of mak: 
ing an Approach to the Table of the Lord, and ſpare 
neither Time, nor Pains, in the moſt ſerious Preparation 
for it. There renew your Covenant with Gop ; put 
your Soul anew into the Hand of CHRIST, and e des- 
vour to vicw the Wonders of his dying Love, in ſuch a 
Manner as may rekindle the languiſhing Flame, and 
quicken you to more vigorous Reſolutions than ever, t 
live unto him wwho died for you (e). And watch over your 
own Heart, that the good Impreſſions you then feel, may 
continue. Reſt not, till you have obtained as confirmed 
a State in Religion, as you ever knew. Ret not, til 


you have made a greater Progreſs than before: For it h 


certain, more 1s yet behind ; and it is only by a Zeal to 
go forwards that you can be ſecure from the Danger af 
going backward, and revolting more and more. 

$. 12. 1 oxLy add, that it is neceſſary to take thele 
Precautions as /o21 as poſſible ; or you will probably fd 
a much ſwifter Progreſs than you are aware in the dowt: 
hill Road; and you may poſſibly be left of GOD, to 
fall into ſome groſs and agravated Sin, ſo as to fill ya 
Conſcience with an Agony and Horror, which the Pan 
of broken Bones (f) can but imperfectly expreſs. 


. A PRAYER for one under Spiritual Decays. 


TERNAL and Unchangeable Jenovan! Ti 
oe Perfections and Glories are, like Thy Being 
«© immutable. Jesus Thy Son is the ſame Yeſterda, 
26 / Day, and for ever (g). The Eternal World 0 
& which I am haſtning, is always equally important, as 
„ preſſes upon the attentive Mind for a more fixed 2 

* ſolemn Regard, in Proportion to the Degree in whid 
«© it comes nearer and : nearer. 
and my Affections, and my beſt Reſolutions are co 
é tinually varying, like this poor Body, which $9 
% thro' daily and hourly Alterations in its State 
«© Circumſtances. Whence, O Lord, whence. this * 
% Change, which I now experience, in the Frame 
«© Temper of my Mind towards Thee? Whence l 
3 | „ Aljenals 
z) Heb, xiii. 8. 


* 


9 Cal, . 8, 


But, alas, my Vi 
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22, 
cen « Alienation of my Soul from Thee? Why can I not 
nak- * come to Thee with all the Endearments of filial Love, 
pare as I once could ? Why is thy Service ſo remiſsly at- 
tion © tended, if attended at all? and why are the Exerciſes 
put of it, which were once my greateſt Pleaſure, become 
dea- * a Burthen to me? Where, O God, is the Bleſſedne ſs 
ch a « Tonce ſpake of (h), when my Joy in Thee as my 
and Heavenly Father, was ſo conſpicuous, that Strangers 


J 


er, 1 * might have obſerved it; and when my Heart did ſo 

vont overflow with Love to Thee, and with Zeal for Thy 

„may * Service, that it was Matter of Self. Denial to me, to 

6rmed limit and reftrain the genuine Expreſſions of thoſe 

t, til ſtrong Emotions of my Soul, even where Prudence : 

reits“ and Duty required it ? | 
| 
l 


Vea to BW © Alas, Lord, avhither am T fallen ! Thine Eye ſees me 
ger till; but oh how unlike what it once ſaw me! Cold 
8 © and inſenſible as I am, I muſt bluſh on the Reflection. 


e theſe © ——Thou ſeeft me in. Secret (i) and ſeeſt me, per- 


ly find 
e dowl: 
OD, 1 
1 yu 
the Pan 


** haps, often amuſing myſelf with Trifles in thoſe Sea- | 
** ſons, which I uſed folemnly to devote to Thine imme- 
** diate Service, Thou ſeeſt me, coming into Thy Pre- ; 
* ſence as by Conſtraint ; and when I am before Thee, ' 
** ſo ſtraitened in my Spirit, that I hardly know what 
to ſay to Thee, tho' Thou art the Go p with whom I | 
. be to do, and tho' the keeping up an humble and 
dutiful Correſpondence with Thee is beyond all Com- 


gy | pariſon the moſt important Buſineſs of my Life. And | 
AL Wil when I am ſpeaking to Thee, with how much a 
„ bei Coldneſs and Formality 1s it? It is perhaps the Work 
[efterda of the Imagination, the Labour of the Lips : But 

Vord | where are thoſe ardent Deſires, thoſe intenſe Breath- 

tant, u ings after Gop, which I once felt? Where is that 

fixed Wl pleaſin Repoſe in Thee, which I was once conſcious 

in va ot, as being near my Divine Reſt, as being happy in 

ay Vie that Nearneſs, and reſolving that if poſſible I would | 
re cri e more be removed from it? But oh, how far am I 9 
hich ge e removed ? When theſe ſhort Devotions, if they i 
State may be called Devotions, are over, in what long In- Wi 
e this vs do I forget Thee, and appear ſo little animated x 
Frame 2» with Thy Love, ſo little devote to Thy Service, that 

hence | v Stranger might converſe with me a conſiderable 
Aliebat Eh ep „ PLE £7) Time, 

(b) Gal, iv. IF, (i) Mat, vi. 6. | ee, 


rite 8. 


224 A Prayer under Spiritual Decays. Ch. 22, 


Time, without knowing that 1 had ever formed ary 
« Acquaintance with Thee, without diſcovering that | 
„% had ſo much as known or heard any Thing of Gov ! 
Thou calleſt me to 7hine Houſe, O Lord, on 
Thine own Day; but how heartleſs are my Services 
« there ? I offer Thee no more than @ Carcaſe, M 
«© Thoughts and AﬀeCtions are engroſſed with other Ob. 
«« jets, while I draw near Thee with my Mouth, and 
% honour Thee with my Lips (k).—Thou calleſt me to 7h 
Table ; but my Heart is ſo frozen, that it hardly meits 
even at the Foot of the Croſs ; hardly feels any ff 
« cacy in the Blood of Feſus Oh wretched Creature 
«© that I am ! Unworthy of being called Thine ! Un- 
« worthy of a Place among Thy Children, or of tit 
<< "m&neft Situation in Thy Family; rather worthy 
«© to be caſt out, to be forſaken, yea, to be utterly de 
« ſtroyed 1 
« Is this, Lord, the Service, which 7 once promiſes, 
« and which Thou haſt ſo many Thouſand Reaſons t 
% expect? Are theſe the Returns I am making, for Thy 
% daily Providential Care, for the Sacrifice of Thy Son, 
for the Communications of Thy Spirit, for the Pardo 
«© of my numberleſs aggravated Sins, for the Hopes, tl 
„ undeſerved and ſo often forfeited Hopes, of Eternil 
„Glory? Lord, I am aſhamed to ſtand, or to knei 
«© before Thee. But pity me, I beſeech Thee, ang ht! 
„% me: For I am a pitiable Object indeed ! Y Sw 
% cleaveth unto the Duſt, and lays itſelf as in the Dal 
c before Thee; but, Oh guicken me according to 11 
« Word(!) ! Let me trifle no longer, for I am upon tir 
«© Brink of a Precipice! I am thinking of my Il 5) 
«© Oh give me Grace to turn my Feet unto Thy Teſlini 
«« 2225 ; to make haſte without any farther Delay, tl 
«© I may keep Thy Commandments (m) ! Search me, G. 
«© Lord, and try me (n) / Go to the firſt Root of ti" 
4 Diſtemper, which ſpreads itſelf over my Soul ; 2% 
recover me from it! Repreſent Sin unto me, O Lov 
„ beſeech Thee, that I may ſee it with Abhorren 
And repreſent the Lord Fe/us Chrift to me, in fu 
- © a Light, that I may Joel upon him and mourn ( 5 tha 
| 5 : Im 
(xk) Iſai. xxix. 13. (I) Pſal. exix. 25. (m) Pal, cxix, 59, 
ca Pa cxxxix. * 5 19 Z ech, ol 1 * "% a 


cc 


«6 


«c 


64 


e 
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amy „I may look upon him and love May I awaken from 
wat | „this ſtupid Lethargy, into which I am finking ; and 
ob! « may Chri/t give me more abundant Degrees of Spiri- 
„ on % tual Life and Activity, than I have ever yet received ! 
vices * And may I be ſo quicked and animated by Him, that 

My % may more than recover the Ground I have loft, and 
Ob- * may make a more ſpeedy and exemplary Progreſs, than 
„ ard in my beſt Days I have ever yet done! Send down upon 
to Thy * me, O Lord, in a more rich and abundant Effuſion. 
meits © Thy good Spirit | May He dwell in me, as in a Temple 


„ff. 


which He has con/ecrated to Himſelf (p) 3 and while 


eature all the Service is directed and governed by Him, may | 
Un. * holy and acceptable Sacrifices be continually offered (q) ; 
of e © May the Incenſe be conſtant, and may it be fragrant! 
vorthy * May the Sacred Fire burn and blaze ler (r) - 
ly de. and may none of its Veſſels ever be profaned, by be- 
ing employed to an unholy or forbidden Uſe! Amen,” | 

om iſci, | * | | 1 
ons 0 BW (p):1 Cor. m. 16, (d) Rom, xii, 1. (7) Lev, vi. 2. 
; . 6 OY 

hy Son, 9 
Pardon N "i 
pes, the 1 
Eternal 1 
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CHA ©. II. 


The ſad Caſe of a Relapſe into known and 
deliberate Sin, after folemn Acts of Ded. 
cation to Gop, and ſome Progreis made 
in Religion, 


* <2 _ hor — 
— 1 — 1 
——— 


| Unthought of Relapſes may happen, F. 1. and bring lie 
Soul into a*miſerable 7 2 F. 2. Tet the Caſe is noi 
deſperate. F. 3. The Bach/lider urged immediately is 
return : (I.) By deep Humiliation before GOD for / 
aggravated an Offence. F. 4. (2.) By renewed Re. 
gards to the Divine Mercy in Chriſt. F. 5. (3) N 
an open Profeſſion of Repentance, where the Crime hath 
given publick Offence. F. 6. (4.) Falls to be rt 
viewed for future Caution. F. 7. The Chapter con. 
cludes, F. 8. ewwuith a Prayer for the Uſe of one a 
hath fallen into groſs Sins, after Religious Reſolution: 
and Engagements. 10 

| Z 

§. 1. HE Dec len ons which I have deſcribed in 
the foregoing Chapter, muſt be acknowledged 

worthy of deep Lamentation : But happy will you be, my 
dear Reader, if you never know, by Experience, a Cir- 
cumſtance yet more melancholy than this. Perhaps, when 
you conſider the View of Things which you now have, 
you imagine that no Conſiderations can ever bribe you, n 
any ſingle Inſtance, to act contrary to the preſent Dictates 
or Suggeſtions of your Conſcience, and of the Spirit of 
God as ſetting it on Work. No: You think, it would 
be better for you to die. And you think rightly. But 
Peter thought, and ſaid ſo too: Tho) I fhould die bill 
Thee, yet qvill I not deny Thee (a): And yet, after 4 
r | | | elt 


ä 0:1) 2 ES = . 
” 2 — — _ — — — — © —— — — 
— = : v4 — * 
— && ©. — * 
* * * r —— « 
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(a) Mat. xxvi. 35. 
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fell: And therefore be not high minded, but fear (b). It 
is not impoſlible, but you may fall into that very Sin, of 
2 which you imagine you are leaſt in Danger, or into that 
> againſt which you have moſt ſolemnly reſolved, and of 

| which you have already moſt bitterly repented. You 
may relapſe into it again and again. But, Oh, if you do, 
nay, if you ſhould deliberately and preſumptnouſly fall but 
once, how deep will it pierce yonr Heart ? How dear will 
you pay for all the Pleaſure, with which the Temptation 
has been baited? How will this ſeparate between Go Dp 
and you? What a Deſolation, what a dreadful Deſola- 
tion, will it ſpread over your Soul? It is grievous to 
8 think of it. Perhaps in ſuch a State you may feel more 
Agony and Diſtreſs in your own Conſcience, when you 
come ſeriouſly to reflect, than you ever felt when you 
8 were firſt awakened and reclaimed ; becauſe the Sin will 
be attended with ſome very high Aggravations, beyond 


ly 16 WW thoſe of your unregenerate State. I well knew the Perſon, 
or % BF that ſaid, The Agonies of a Sinner in the firſt Pangs of 
d Re. © his Repentance were not to be mentioned on the {ame 
.) by Day, with thoſe of zhe Back/lider in Heart, when h 
hath comes to be filled with his own Way (e).“ | 
e ve. F. 2. InDeeo it it is enough to wound one's Heart to 
con 


think, how yours will be wounded : How all your Com- 
forts, all your Evidences, all your Hopes will be clouded : 
What thick Darkneſs will ſpread itſelf on every Side, fo 
that neither Sun, nor Moon, nor Stars, will appear in 


Pour Heaven. Your Spiritual Conſolations will be gone; 
bed in and your Temporal Enjoyments will alſo be rendered taſte- 
ledged i leſs and inſipid. And it Afflictions be ſent, as they pro- 
he, my bably may in order to reclaim you, a Conſciouſneſs of 
a Cir- WF Guilt will ſharpen and invenom the Dart. Then will 
| when i the Enemy of your Soul with all his Art and Power riſe 
have, p againſt you, encouraged by your Fall, and labouring 
ou, in % trample you down in utter hopeleſs Ruin. He will 
Jictatc perſuade you, that you are already undone beyond Reco- 
pirit 0 very. He will ſuggeſt, that it ſignifies nothing to attempt + || 
would any more; for that every Effort, every Amendment, eve- 
But ry Act of Repentance, will but make your Caſe fo much 
e with the worſe, and plunge you lower and lower into-Hell. 
all, bt | | L 4 S. us 
en 


. lb) Rom. xi. 20. ? (c) Prov, xiv, 14. ,+43 4 wy | IC 
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F. 3- Tnus will he endeavour by Terrors to keep you 
from that ſure Remedy, which yet remains. Bit yield 
not to him. Your Caſe will indeed be /ad ; and it it be 
new your Cafe, it is deplorably ſo; and to reſt in it won! 
be ſtill much worſe. Your Heart would be ardened nt 
more and more; and nothing could be exp ected, but {ul 
den and aggravated Deſtruction. Yet bleſſed be G09, 
it is not quite hopeleſs. Your Weounds are corrupted, be. 
cauſe of your Foolifſhneſs (d); but the Gangrene is not in. 
curable. There is a Baim in Gilead, there is a Phyjiciou 
there (e). Do not therefore render your Condition #»e:4 
hopeleſs, by now ſaying, There is no Hope (f), and dray: 
Ang a fatal Argument from that falſe Suppoſition for ge. 
ing after the Idols you hade loved. Let me addreſs you, 
in the Language of Gop to his backſiiding People, when 
they were ready to apprehend that to be their Caſe, and 
to draw ſuch a Concluſion from it: Orly return unto me, 
faith the Lord (g). Cry for renewed Grace; and in the 
Strength of it labour to return. Cry with David, under 
the like Guilt ; I Hawe gone aſtray like a loft Sheep, ſti 
thy Servant ; for I do not forget thy Commandment: (h) 
and that Remembrance of them is, I hope, a Token for 
Good. But if thou wilt return at all, do it immedateh; 
Take not one Step more in that fatal Path, to which thou 
haſt turned aſide. Think not to add one Sin more to the 
Account, and then to repent ; as if it would be but tht 
| ſame Thing on the whole. The ſecond Error may be 
. worſe than the firſt ; it may make Way for another and 
another, and draw on a terrible Train of Conſequenccs, 
beyond all you can now imagine. Make haſte therefore 
and do not delay. Eſcape, and fly, as for thy Life (i), be. 
fore the Dart flrike thro' thy Liver (k). Give not Slit) 
to thine Eyes, nor Slumber to thine Eye-lids (I): Lie nd 
down upon thy Bed under unpardoned Guilt, leſt Evil“ 
wvertake thee, leſt the Sword of Divine Juſtice ſhould {mitt 
--thee ; and whilſt thou purpoſeſt to return To Morro 
thou ſhouldſt this Night go and take Poſſeſſion of Hell 
9. 4 ReTuRN immediately; and permit me to 2d, 
return folemnly. Some very pious and excellent _ 
. hay 


(d) Pſal. xxxviii. 5. e) Jer. viii. 22, (f) Jer. ii. 25. 
(E Jer, iii. I, 13. (h) Pſal. cxix. 17 6. (i) Gen, XIx. 17 
() Prov. vii. 23. (1) Prov, vi. 4. \ 
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Ch. 23 to an immediate and ſolemn Return. 229 
have expreſſed themſelves upon this Head, in a Manner 


which ſeems liable to dangerous Abuſe ; when they urge 


Men after a Fall, not to ſtay to ſurvey the Ground, nor 
* conſider-how they came to be thrown down, but im- 
* mediately to get up and renew the Race.” In lighter 
Caſes the Advice is good : But when Conſcience has ſuffer- 
ed ſuch violent Outrage by the Commiſſion of known, 
wilfui, and deliberate Sin, (a Caſe which one would 


dope, ſhould but ſeſdom happen to thoſe who have once 


lincerely entered on a religious Courſe,) 1 can by no means 
think, that either Reaſon or Scripture encourage ſach a 
Method. Eſpecially would it be improper, if the Action 


FE itſelf has been of ſo heinous a Nature, that even to have 
fallen into it on the moſt ſudden Surprize of Temptation 
muſt greatly have aſhamed, and terrified, and diſtreſſed 


the Soul. Such an Affair is dreadfully ſolemn, and ſhould 
be treated accordingly. If this has been the ſad Caſe with 
yon, my then unhappy Reader, I would pit you, and 
moyrn over you; and would beſeech you, as you tender 
your Peace, your Recovery, the Health and the very Life 


Jof your Soul, that you would not loiter away an Hour. 
Retire immediately for ſerious Reflection. Break thro? 


other Engagements and Employ ments, unleſs they be ſuch 
as you cannot in Conſcience delay for a fab Hours, which 


can ſeldom happen in the Circumſtance I now ſuppoſe, 


This is the one Thing needful. Set yourſelf to it therefore, 
as in the Preſence of God, and hear at large patiently and . 
humbly what Conſcience has to ſay, tho? it chide and re- 
proach ſeverely. Ye, earneſtly pray, that Gop would 
ſpeak to you by Conſcience, and make you more the- 


roughly to know and feel, abt an evil and bitter Thing 


1 is, that you have thus for ſaken him (m). Think of all 
the n Circumſtances attending your Offence; 
and eſpecially think of thoſe, which ariſe from abuſed 
Merey and Goodneſs; which ariſe, not only from your 
ſolemn Vows and Engagements to Gov, but from the 
Views you have had of a Redeemer's Love, ſealed even 
in Blood. And are theſe the Returns? Was it not enorgh, 
hat Car 15T ſhould have been thus injured by his Enemies? 
Muſt he be wounded in the Houſe of his Friends too (n)? 
ere you delivered, to work ſuch Abominations as theſe (o)? 
Am] Jer, ii. 19. ; (n) Zech. Xili, 6, (0) Jer, vii. 10. 
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Did the Bleſſed JI ESsUs groan and die for you, that you 
might ſin with Boldneſs and Freedom, that you might ex- 
tract, as it were, the very Spirit and Eſſence of Sin, and 
offend Gop to a Height of Ingratitude and Baſene;, 
which would otherwiſe have been in the Nature of "Things 
impoſſible? Oh think, how juſtly Gop might ca you cut 
From his Preſence ! How juſtly He might number you 
among the molt ſignal Inſtances of his Vengeance! And 
think, how your Heart would endure, or your Hand: br 
ſtrong, if he ſhould deal thus avith you (p)! Alas ! All 
your former Experiences would enhance your Senſe of the 
Ruin and Miſcrv, that muſt be felt in an Eternal Baniſh- 
ment from the Divine Preſence and Favour. 

F. 5. INduLGE /uch Reflections as theſe. Stand the 
humbling Sight of your Sins in ſuch a View as this. "The 
more odious and the more painful it appears, the greater 
Proſpect there will be of your Benefit by attending to ii. 
But the Matter is not to reſt here. All theſe Reflections are 
intended, not to grieve, but to cure; and to grieve ro 


PR has - 
— 


ene 


more, than may promote the Cure. You are indeed to i 11 
deo upon Sin: but you are alſo, in ſuch a Circumſtance, Wi you 
if ever, to loo upon Chriſt ; to look upon him, <uhom 1 as 
have now pierced deeper than before, and to mourn /" WR «,.. 
him with Sincerity and Tenderneſs (q). The Gop whom that 
you have injured and affronted, whoſe Laws you have WF to it 
broken, and whoſe Juſtice you have (as it were) challenged Wi Bloc 
by this fooliſh wretched Apoſtacy, is nevertheleſs a , ; 
merciful GOD (r). You cannot be ſo ready to return !9 you 

im, as he is to receive you. Even now does he, as b . 427 
were, ſollicit a Reconciliation, by thoſe tender Impreſſion _- 
which he is making upon your Heart. But remember, “ rin 


he wwill be reconciled. It is in the very ſame Way, in which of th 
you made your firſt Approach to him; in the Name, ard Gor 


for the Sake, of his dear Son. Come therefore, in an Circ 
humble Dependance upon him. Renew your Applicaton with 
to Jesus, that his Blocd may (as it were) be ſprinkl:d Intre 
upon your Soul, and your Soul may thereby be purifes, offen 


and your Guilt removed. This very Sin of yours, which 
the Bleſſed Gop foreſaw, increaſed the Weight of you! 
Redeemer's Sufferings: It was concerned in fhedding hi 
Blood. Humb'y go, and place your Wounds, as it were, 


under 
Zech. xii. 10. | 1 Deut. iv. 21. 


Ezek. Xxii. 14. 
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under the Droppings of that precious Balm, by which 
alone they can be healed. That compaſhonate Saviour 
will delight to reſtore you, when you lie as an humble 
Suppliant at his Feet, and will graciouſly take Part with 
you in that Peace and Pleaſure which he gives. Through 


Him renew your Covenant with Go p, that broken Cove- 
| nant, the Breach of which Divine Fuſtice might teach 
you to know by Terrible Things in Righteouſneſs (s) : But 


Mercy allows of an Accommodation. Let the Conſciouſneſs 
and Remembrance of that Breach engage you to enter 
into Covenant anew, under a deeper Senſe than ever of 


your own Weakneſs, and with a more cordial Dependance 
on Divine Grace for your Security, than you have ever 
yet entertained. I know, you will be h to preſent 
8s yourſelf among the Children of Goo in his Sanctuary, 
and eſpecially at his Table, under a Conſciouſneſs of fo 
much Guilt :* But break thro' that Shame, if Providence 
open you the Way. 
offended Father: But ſurely there is no Place where you 
are more like to be humbled, than when you ſee yourſelf 
u his Houſe; and no Ordinance adminiſtered there can lay 
vou lower, than that in which Chri/t is evidently ſet forth 
A crucified before your Eyes (t). Sinners are the only Per- 
ſons who have Buſineſs there. The beſt of Men come to 
that Sacred Table, asSinners: As ſuch make your Approach 
boi; yea, as the greateſt of Sinners; as one who needs the 
8 Blood of Jeſus, as much as any Creature upon Earth. 


You would be humbled before your 


J. 6. And let me remind you of one Thing more: If 
your Fall has been of ſuch a Nature as to give any Scan- 
dal to others, be not at all concerned to ſave Appearances, 


; and to moderate thoſe Mortifications which deep Humilia- 
Lion before them would occaſion. 
ol that Mortification is indeed an excellent Medicine, which 


The Depth and Pain 


Gop has in his wiſe Goodneſs appointed for you in ſuch 
Circumſtances as theſe. In ſuch a Caſe, confeſs your Fault 


vith the greateſt Frankneſs: Aggravate it to the utmoſt: 


Intreat Pardon, and Prayer, from thoſe whom you have 
offended. Then, and never till then, will you be in the 
Way to Peace: Not by palliating a Fault, not by mak- 
ing vain Excuſes, not by objecting to the Manner in which 


others may have treated you ; as if the leaſt Exceſs of 


a Rigour 4 


(5) Pſa}, liv, 5, It) Gal, iii, 8 


mee 19 be pupick, if the Sin be ſo. Ch. 23. 


Rigour in a faithful Admonition were a Crime equal 
to ſome great Immorality that occaſioned it. This can 
only proceed from the Madneſs of Pride and Self. Love: 
Tt is the Senſibility of a Wound, which is hardened, 
ſwelled, and inflamed ; and it mult be reduced, and 
cooled, and ſuppled, before it can poſſibly be cured, To 
be cenſured, and condemned by Men, will be but a little 
Grievance, to a Soul thoroughly humbled and broken 
under a Senſe of having incurred the condemning Sentence 
of Gon. Such a ore will rather deſire to glorify GOD, 
by ſubmitting to deſerved Blame; and will fear decei1ing 
others into a more favourable Opinion of him, than he in. 
wardly knows himſelf to deſerve. Theſe are the Sentiment: 
which God gives to the ſincere Penitent in ſuch a Caſe; 
and by this Means He reſtores him to that Credit and Re- 
gard among others, which he does not know how to {.ck ; 
but which nevertheleſs, for the Sake both of his Comtort 
and Uſefulneſs, Gop wills that he ſhould have; and which 
it is, humanly ſpeaking, impoſlible for him to recover any 
other Way. But there 1s bing ſo honourable in the 
frank Acknowledgement of a Fau't, and in deep Humil:- 
at.on for it, that all who ſee it, muſt needs approve it. Ihe) 
pity an Offender, who is brought to ſuch a Diſpoſition ; 
and endeavour to comfort him with returning Expicfl.o:s, 
not anly of their Love, but of their Eſteem too. 
$. 7. Excus this Digreſſion, which may ſuit ſome 
Cates ; and which would ſuit many more, if a regula! 
'Diicipline were to be exerciſed in Churches: For on ſuch 
a Suppoſition, the Lord's Supper could not be approached 
aſter vihble and ſcandalous Falls, without ſolemn Confel: 
ſion of the Offence, and Declarations of Repentance. On 
the other hand, there may be Inſtances of ſad Apoſtacy, 
where the Crime, tho' highly aggravated before Go, 
may not fall under Human Notice. In this Caſe, te- 
member, that your Buſineſs is with Him, to whoſe pierc- 
ing Eye every Thing appears in its juſt Light: Before 
Him therefore proſtrate your Soul, and ſeek a ſolemn Re. 
conciliation with Him, confirmed by the Memorials af 
Lis dying 50n. And when this is done, imagine not, that 
becauſe you have received the Tokens of Pardon, it 
Guilt of your Apaſtacy is to be forget at once. Bear Nl 
ſtill in your Memory for future Caution: Lament it wy 
0, 
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God, in the frequent Returns of ſecret Devotion eſpeci- 
ally : And view with Humiliation the Scars of thoſe 
Wounds which your own Folly occaſioned, even when 
by Divine Grace they are thoroughly healed, For Gop 
eſtabliſnes his Covenant, not to remove the Senſe of every 
paſt Abomination, but that thou mayeſi remember thy 
Ways, and be confounded, and ngver open thy Mouth any 
more becauſe of thy Shame, even when I am paciſſed to- 
wards thee for all that thou haſ? done, ſaith the Lord (u). 

F. 8. AND now, upon the whole, if you deſire to at- 
tain ſuch a Temper, and to return by ſuch Steps as theſe, 


| then immediately fall down before Gop, and pour out 
| your Heart in His Preſence, in Language like this, 


| A PRAYER for one who has fallen into groſs Sin, after 


Religious Reſolutions and Engagements, 


*® FN Moſt Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Gop ! When 
N I ſeriouſly reflect on Thy ſpotleſs Purity, and on 
the ſtrict and impartial Methods of Thy ſteady Admi- 

niſtration, together with that Almighty Power of Thine, 
which is able to carry every Thought of Thine Heart 
into immediate and full Execution, I may juſtly appear 
before Thee this Day with Shame and Terror, in Con- 
fuſion and Conſternation of Spirit. This Day, O 
my God, this dark mournſul Day, would I take 
Occaſion to look back to that ſad Source of our Guilt 
and our Miſery, the Apoſtacy of our common Parents, 
and ſay with thine offending Servant David, Behold, 
Ia ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother 
conceive me (w). This Day would 1 lament all the fatal 
Conſequences of ſuch a Deſcent, with Regard to my- 
And Oh how many have they been !——Tte 
Remembrance of the Sins of my unconverted State, 
and the Failings and Infiimities of my After life, may 
juſtly confound me ! How much more ſuch a Scene, 
as now lies before my Conſcience, and before Thine 
all ſeeing Eye? For J, O Lord, knoweft my Fool. 
Ypneſs, and my Sins are not hid from Theg (x). Dos 
telleft all my Wanderings from Thy Statutes (y)Lbou 

. Pſal, li, © x) Pſal, u. 5 ; 

ly) Paal. lui. L. of 5 * 


234 A Prayer for one fallen into groſs Sin, Ch. 22, 


ſeeſt, and Thou reccrdeſt, every Inſtance of my Di 
% obedience to Thee, arid of my Rebellion againſ Thee: 
% Thou ſeeſt it in every aggravated Circumſtance which 
«© can diſcern, and in many more which I have never cb. 
« ſerved or reflected upon. How then ſhall I appear in 
« Thy Preſence, or /ift up my Face to Thee (2) ! I am full 
« of Confufion (a), and feel a ſecret Regret in the Thought 
«« of applying to Thee: But, O Lo, d, to auſbom foruid | 
« go, but unto Thee (b) ; unto Thee, on whom depends my 
Life, or my Death; unto Thee, who alone canſt take 
« away that Burthen of Guilt, which now preſſes me 
« down to the Duſt ; who alone canſt reſtore to my Sul 


* that Reſt and Peace which I have loſt, and which I 


« geſerve for ever to loſe? 

„ Behold me, O Lord Gop, falling down at Thy 
« Feet! Behold me, pleading guilty in Thy Preſence, and 
« ſurrendering myſelf to that Juſtice which I- cannet 
«« eſcape! I have not one Word to offer in my own Vin- 
«« dication, in my own Excuſe. Words, far from being 
« able to clear up my Innocence, can never ſufficiently 
« deſcribe the Enormity and Demerit of my Sin. Thou, 
« O Lord, and Thou only knoweſt to the full, how 
** heinous and how aggravated it is. Thine Infinite Un- 
*« 'der{tanding alone can fathom the Infinite Depth of its 


«© Malignity. I am, on mahy Accounts, moſt unable 


* to do it, I cannot conceive the Glory of Thy Sacred 
„ Majefly, whoſe Authority have deſpiſed, nor the 
Number and Variety of thoſe Mercies, which I have 
5 ſinned againſt. J cannot conceive the Value of tic 
« Blood of Thy dear Son, which I have ungratefully 
« trampled under my Feet; nor the Dignity of that 5% 
*« ſed Spirit of Wine, whoſe Agency I have, as far as | 
could, been endeavouring to oppoſe, and whoſe Work 
6% J have been, as with all my Might, labouring to undo, 
« and to tear up (as it were) that Plantation of HE 
«© Grace, which I ſhould rather have been willing to have 
«« guarded with my Life, and watered with my Blood, 
« Oh the Baſeneſs and Madneſs of my Conduct! That! 
„ ſhould thus, as it were, rend open the Wounds of my 
«© Soul, of which I had died long ere this, had not Thine 
« own Hand applied a Remedy, had not Thine only E 
| „ ble 


(s) Ear, ix, 6 (a) Job * TH (b) John vi. 68. 
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233 
bled to prepare it! That I ſhould violate & Covenant 
I have made with Thee by Sacrifice (c), by the Memo- 
rials of ſuch a Sacrifice too, even of Feſus my Lord, 
whereby I am become guilty of His Body and Blood (d) ! 
That I ſhould bring ſuch D:ſhonour upon Religion too, 
by ſo unſuitable a Walk, and perhaps open the Mouths 
of its greateit Enemies to inſult it upon my Account, 
and prejudice {ome againſt it to their everlaſting De- 
ſtruction! 

„I wonder, O Lord Gop, that I am here to own all 
this. I wonder, that Thou haſt not long ago appeared 
as a fewift Witneſs againſ! me (e); that Thou haſt not 
diſcharged the Thunderbolts of Thy flaming Wrath 
againſt me, and cruſhed me into Hell ; making me 
there a Terror to all about me, as well as to myſelf, by 
a Vengeance and Ruin, to be diſtinguiſhed even there, 
where all are miſerable, and all hopeleſs. 


0 Gop, Thy Patience is marvellous! But how 


much more marvellous is Thy Grace, which after all this 
invites me to Thee? While I am here giving Judgment 
againſt myſelf, that I deſerve to die, to die for ever, 
Thou art ſending me the Words of everlaſting Life, 
and calling me, as a backſliding Child, to return unto 
Ther (f). Behold therefore, O Lord, invited by Thy 
Word, and encouraged by Thy Grace, I come ; and 
great as my Tranſgreſſions are, I humbly beſeech Thee 
freely to pardon them: Becauſe I know, that tho" wy 
Sins ha ve reached unto Heaven (g), and are /ifted up 
even to the Skies (h), Thy Mercy, O Lord, is above 
the Heawens (i). 


the Riches of Thy Grace, and the Prevalency of Thy 
Son's Blood! For ſurely, if ſuch crimſon Sins as mine 


may be made white as Snow, and as Wool (k), and if 


ſuch a Revolter as J am be brought to eternal Glory, 
Earth muſt, ſo far as it is known, be filled with Wonder, 
and Heaven with Praiſe ; and the greateſt Sinner may 
Cote apply for Pardon, if I the chief of Sinners 

nd it, 


* thinkeſt 


Nr (a).5 Cor. xi. 27. GS Mal. iii. 5. ( Jer. ll 22. 


Rev.xvili. 5, (h) Jer. li, 9. (i) Pal, cyiii, 4. (k) 1a, i. 18. 


Extend that Mercy to me, O Hea- 
venly Father; and diſplay, in this illuſtrious Inſtance, 


And Oh that, when I have lain mourning, 
and as it were bleeding at 'Thy Feet, as long as Thou 
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thinkeft proper, Thou wouldſt at length heal this Scul 
of mine which hath ſinned againſt Thee (I); and give 
me Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of Foy for Mourning, and 
the Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heawineſs (m] 
Oh that Thou wouldſt at length rere unto me the Fo; 
of Thy Salvation, and make me to hear Songs of G/adne/;, 
that the Bones which Thou haſt broken may rejoice in) ! 
Then, when a Senſe of Thy forgiving Love is ſhed abroad 
upon my Heart, and it 1s cheared with the Voice of 
Pardon, I will proclaim Thy Grace to others; I will 
teach Trauſgreſſors Thy Ways, and Sinners fhall be con- 
verted unto Thee (o): Thoſe, that have been backs» 
fliding from "Thee, ſhall be encouraged to Week Thee 
by my happy Experience, which I will gladly pro- 
claim for 'Thy Glory, tho' it be to my own Shame 
and Confuſion of Face. And may this Foy of the 
Lord be my Strength (p), ſo that in it I may ſerve 
Thee henceforward with a Vigour and Zeal far be- 
yond what I have hitherto known ! 

This I would aſk, with all humble Submiſſion to Thy 


Will; for I preſume not to inſiſt upon it. If Thou 


ſnouldſt ſee fit to make me a Warning to others, by 
appointing that I ſhould walk all my Days in Darknels, 
and at laſt die under a Cloud, Thy Will be done ! But, 
O God, extend Mercy for Thy Son's Sake, to this ſin- 


ful Soul at laſt ; and give me ſome Place, tho? it were 


at the Feet of all Thine other Servants, in the Regions 
of Glory! Oh bring me at length, tho' it ſhould be 
through the gloomieſt Valley that any have ever patl- 
ed, into that bleſſed World, where I ſhall depart from 
God no more, where I ſhall wound my own Conici- 
ence, and diſhonour Thy holy Name no more? Then 
ſhall. my Tongue be looſed, how long ſoever it might 
here be bound under the Confuſion ct Guilt ; and im- 
mortal Praiſes ſhall be paid to that victorious Bl, 
which has redeemed ſuch an infamous Slave of Sin, 28 
I muſt acknowledge myſelf to be, and brought me, 
from Returns into Bondage and repeated Pollution, t9 
ſhare the Dignity and Holineſs of thoſe, who are Kin 
and Priefts unto GOD (q). Amen.“ 


- (1) Pfal. Xii. 4, (m) Iſa. li, 3. (n) Pſal. Ii. 8, 12. 
(o) Pfal. Ii. 13. (p) Neh. viü id. (4) Rev. i. 6, 
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_ The Caſe of the CHRISTIAN under the 
- _- Hidings of Gop's Face. 

CK | 


bes The Phraſe Scriptural. F. 1. It firnifies the withdraw- 
. ing the Tykens of Divine Favour, F. 2. which are 
; chiefly Spiritual. F. 3. As the Reader knows not how 
_ ſoon" the Caſe may be his own, F. 4 and will, if it 


f be ſo, find it a very ſorrowful one; F. 5. the following 
$ Pirections are given: (1.) To be humble and patient 
Ph under it. $.6. (2) To go on fleadily in the Way of 
h / Daty. F. 7. And, (3) To renexw a believing Applica- 
. tion to the Blood of Feſus. F. 8. An humble Supplica- 
1 4 tion for one under theſe mournful Exerciſes of Mind. 
But, | 
in. F. 1. HERE is a Caſe which often occurs in the 
vere 8 Chriſtian Life, which they who accuſtom 
ions themſelves much to the Exerciſe of Devotion, have been 


| uſed to call zhe Hiding of GOD's Face. It is a Phraſe 
E borrowed from the Word of Gop, which I hope may 
@ ſhelter it from Contempt at the firſt Hearing. It will be 
my Buſineſs in this Chapter, to ftate it as plainly as I 
An, and then to give ſome Advices as to your own Con- 
duct when you fall into it, as it is very probable you may 


derneſs. 
}. 2. Tux Meaning of it may partly be underſtood by 
the oppoſite Phraſe, of Gov's caufing His Face to ſhine 
«pon a Perſon, or lifting up upon him the Light of His 
Countenance, This ſeems to carry in it an Alluſion to 
the pleaſant and delightful Appearance which the Face of 
2.rriend has, and eſpecially if in a ſuperior Relation of 
fe, When he converſes with thoſe whom he loves and 
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before you have finiſhed your Journey thro' this Wil- 
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238 Nhat is meant by GOD's hiding his Face. Ch, 24, 


delights in. Thus Jeb, when ſpeaking of the Regard 
paid him by his Attendants, ſays, * 1 ſmiled upon then, 
they believed it not, and the Light of my Countenance thi 
caſt not down (a); that is, they were careful, in ſuch an 
agreeable Circumſtance, to do nothing to diſpleaſe me, 
or (as we (ſpeak) to cloud my Brow. And David, when 
expreſſing his Deſire of the Manifeſtation of Go p's F+ 
vour to him, ſays, Lord, /ift Thou up the Light of Tiy 
Countenance upon me; and, as the Effect of it, declare, 
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Thou haſt put Gladneſs in my Heart, more than if Cm Hat I 
and Wine increaſed (b). Nor is it impoſſible, that in this Her bei 
Phrate, as uſed by David, there may be ſome Alluſon nen 
to the bright ſhining forth of the Shekinah, that is, the 9% of 
Luſtre which dwelt in the Cloud as the viſible Sign of ken 
the Divine Preſence with //-ae/, which Gop was pleaſe! Nion t 
peculiarly tę manifeſt upon ſome publick Occaſions, as 2 e 
Token of his Favour and Acceptance. On the other ir Hi; 


ow 
His F. 
| 0 iven 

lomet! 


Hand therefore, for Gop to hide His Face, muſt imply the 
evith-holding the Tokens of His Favour, and muſt be eſteem- 
ed a Mark of His Diſpleaſure. Thus 1/aiah uſes it: 
Tour Iniguities have ſeparated between you and your GOD, 
and:your Sins have hid His Face from you, that He will 
not hear (c). And again, Thou haſt hid Thy Face fro 

us, as not regarding the Calamities we ſuffer, and bal 
tonſumed ut, becauſe of our Iniquities (d) So like wife, 
for Gop to hide His Face from our Sins (e), ſignifies to 
overlook them, and to take no farther Notice of hem. 
The ſame Idea is, at other Times, expreſſed by GOV" 
hiding his Eyes (f) from Perſons of a Character diſagtee- 
able to Him, when they come to addreſs Him with 
their Petitions, not vouchſafing (as it were) to look bo. 
wards them. This is plainly the Scriptural Senſe of tbe 
Word ; and agreeably to this, it is generally uſed by 
Chriſtians in our Day, and every Thing which ſeems # 
Token of Divine Diipleaſure towards them is expreſſed 

by it. | 5 
J. 3. Ir is farther to be obſerved here, that % 
Things which they judge to be Maniſeſtations of Divint 
Fawour towards them, or Complacency in them, are not 
only, nor chiefly of a Temporal Nature, or ſuch as 77 


A Ila. iv. 7. (e) Pal. li. 9. (f) Iſa, 1. 15. 


. 24, 


egard ly relate to the Bleſſings of this Animal and Periſhing 
then, Life. David, tho' the Promiſes of the Law had a con- 
e the; tinual Reference to ſuch, yet was taught to look farther, 
ch an and deſcribes them as preferable to, and therefore plainly 
me, diidtinct from, he Bleſſings of the Corn Floor or the Wine- 
when -g). And if you, to whom I zm now addreſſing, 


5 Fa- do not know them to be ſo, it is plain you are quite ig- 
/ T'y onnt of the Subject we are enquiring into, and indeed 
are, ire yet to take out the firſt Leſſons of true Religion. All 
Com Nat David ſays, of beholding the Beauty of the Lord h), 


in this or being ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, when he 


luſion Wiremembered Him on his Bed (i), as well as with the Gyod- 
8, the 6% of His Houſe, even of His Holy Temple (k), is to be 
zn of taken in the ſame Senſe, and can need very little Explica- 
leaſed Non to the truly experienced Soul. But % that have 


„a8 3 incor the Light of 60D, Countenance, and the Shinings 


other Hi Face, will, in Proportion to the Degree of that 
ly the owledge, be able to form ſome Notion of the Hiding of 
ſteem· His Face, or the withdrawing of the Tokens He 1 
s it: Nixen His People of His Preſence and Favour, which 
20D, lometiines greatly imbitters Proſperity ; as where the con- 
will mary is found, it ſweetens Afflictions, and often ſwallows 
from p the Senſe of it. 2 
{ bal . 4. And give me Leave to remind you, my Cbriſtian 
ewiſe, riend, (for under that Character I now addreſs my Rea- 
fies to ler,) that to be thus deprived of the Senſe of Gop's Love, 
pa ind of the Tokens of His Favour, may ſoon be the 
'OD's 


aſe with you, tho' you may now have the Pleaſure to 


agree- ee the Candle of the Lord ſhining upon you, or tho” it 

with Hay even ſeem to be Sun-ſhine and High Noon in your 
ok to- Poul. You may looſe your lively Views of the Divine 
ff the erfections and Glories, in the Contemplation of which 
ed by ou now find that inward Satisfaction. You may think 
ems « f the Divine Wiſdom and Power, of the Divine Mer- 


preſſed / and Fidelity, as well as of His Righteouſneſs and Ho- 


Pn, as if it were the Contemplation merely of a com- 


re not en Object. It may ſeem to you, as if you had loſt 
mere BW Les te thoſe important Words, tho" the View has 
I * {3 ”, . - ona 


Ch. 24. This may ſoon come to be the Caſe with you. 239 


Nees, and feel little inward Complacency ot Soul in the,” 
ew.: It may be, with Reſpect to any lively Impreſ-, ©" | 


Ne. (b) Pf. xxvli. 4. (i) Pal. Lili. 5, 6, 2 
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ſometimes ſwallowed up your whole Soul in Tranfſpors 
of Aﬀtoniſhment, Admiration, and Love. You may 
loſe your delightful Senſe of the Divine Favour. It may 
be Matter of great and ſad Doubt with you, whether 
you do indeed belong to Gop ; and all the Work of Hy 
Bleſſed Spirit may be ſo veiled and ſhaded in the Soul, 
that the peculiar Characters, by which the Hand cf that 
Sacred Agent might be diſtinguiſhed, ſha!l be in a great 
Meaſute loſt ; and you may be ready to imagine, ya 
have only deluded yourſelf in all the former Hopes you 
have entertained. In Conſequence of this, thoſe Ori. 
nances, in which you now rejoice, may grow very un- 
comfortable to you, even when you do indeed dee WWvants. 
Communion with Gop in them. You may hear the 
moſt delightful Evangelical Truths opened, you may har 
the Privileges of God's Children moſt affectionately re: 
preſented, and not be aware that you have any Part er 
Lot in this Matter; and from that very Coldneſs and In- 
ſenſibility may be drawing a farther Argument, that you 
have nothing to do with them. And then your Heart 
may meditate Terror (I), and under the Diſtreſe that over 


by th 
{cribs 
to it 
hic 
Facts 


whelms you, your deare? Enjoy ments may be reflefed I Delir 
upon as adding to the Weight of it, and making it more iſo de 
ſenſible, while you conſider that you haa once ſuch 2 emp 
Taſte for theſe Things, and have now loſt it all. So that She! 
perhaps it may ſeem to vou, that they, who never fel: e 
any Thing at all of Religious Im reſſion, are happier 8 
than you, or at leaſt are leis miſerable. You may pet Very 
haps in theſe melancholy Hours, even doubt, whether Along 
you have ever prayed at all; and whether all that ward 
called your Enjoy ment of Go b, were net ſom falſe D-. hem 
light, excited by the great Enemy of Souls, to make 5“ 6 
aprehen i that your State was good, that ſo you might . 
continue his more ſecure Prey. beat 
9. 5 Such as this may be your Caſe for a conſiderable para 
Time; and Ordinances may be attended in vain, and tht G/42 . 
Preſence of Gop may be in vain ſought in them. ur 
may pour out your Soul in Private, and then come 0 eſet 
Publick Worſhip, and find little Satisfaction in either lan 
but be forced to take up the P/a/miſf's Complaint ; wh ay 
Cod, I cry in the Day time, but Thou heareſt not; 7 
e in (m 
(0 Ifa, ill. 18. | D) - 


. 24, h. 24. Yet le bumble and patient under it, 241 
ſpom W's: the Night Seaſon, and am not filent (n); or that of 
may Job, Behold, I go forward, but He is not there, and 
my i backward, but I cannot perceive Him; on the Left Hand 
iether ewhere He doth wwork, but I cannot bebold Him; He 
f His hideth Himſelf on the Right Hand that I cannot ſee 
Sol, Hin (n): So that all, which looked like Religion in 
f that your Mind, ſhall ſeem, as it were, to be melted into 
great Gricf, or chilled into Fear, or cruſhed into a deep Senſe 


„of your own Unworthineſs ; in Conſequence. of which, 
es You you ſhall not dare ſo much as to lift up your Eyes before 
Ord- Good, and be almoſt aſhamed to take your Place in a wor- 
y un- WW ſhipping Aſſembly among any that you think His Ser- 
dee WW vants. I have known this to be the Caſe of ſome excel. 
r the lent Chriſtians, whoſe Improvements in Religion have been 


y heit (iſtinguiſhed, and whom Gop hath honoured above many 
ly re- of their Brethren in what He hath done for them, and 
art er by them. Give me Leave therefore, having thus de- 
nd In: ſeribed it, to offer you ſome plain Advices with Regard 
at you to it; and let not that be imputed to Enthufiatick Fancy, 


Heart 
t over 
fleed 
t more 
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14ppit 
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le De- 
ke yon 

might 


waich proceeds from an intimate and frequent View of 
Facts, on the one Hand, and from a ſincere affectionate 
Deſire, on the other, to relieve the tender pious Heart in 
ſo deſolate a State. At leaſt, I am. perſuaded, the At- 
tempt will not be overlooked or difapproved by the great 
She herd of the Sheep (o), who has charged us to comfort 
the Feeble minded (p). 

6. Now the Advices I have to give vou, are 
very plain and obvious: They carry their own Reaſon 
along with them ; and I hope, that will lead you to re- 
ard them as apparently reaſonable, rather than to negle& 
them becauſe they are plain. In theſe ſad Circumſtances, 
| * be humble, and be patient.” Own, that the LORD is 
righteous, but that you have fenned (q) His Ear is not 
*avy, that it cannot hear; but your Iniquities have ſe- 


derable 


and the i His Face from you, that He awill not hear (r). Bow' 
| You WWourlelf therefore before Him, and own, that you have 
»me {0 eſerved all; deſerved, not only that your Sun ſhould be 
either ; landed, but that it ſhould go down, and ariſe no more, 
t; N Put leave ydur Soul in a State of everlaſting Darkneſs. 
f ; all | And 


I. XXII. 2, (n) Job xxiii. $, h. (o) Heb. xiii. 20. 
2) 1 Theft. v. 14. (q) a= "3 , (r) Ifa, Iix. 1, ꝛ— 


W rated betauten you and your GOD, and your Sins baue ' 1 


242 Go en fleadily in the Way of your Duty ; Ch, 24 


And while the Shade continues, be not impatient, Fu 
not yourſelf in any wiſe, but rather, with a holy Caln- 
neſs and (:entleneſs of Soul, avait on the Lord (s). ate E 
willing to ſtay His Time, willing to bear His Frown, in WW emin 

humble Hope that He will at length return and har its Sc 
Compaſſion on you (t). He has not utterly forgotten u let 
gracious, nor reſolved, that He avill be favourabl: n 7 
more (u). For the Lord will not caſt off for ever ; bit {WM noſt 
tho) He cauſe Grief, yet will He have Compaſſion acc Wore | 
ing to the Mullitude of His Mercies (x). It is compara« e 
tively but for a /mall Moment that He hides his Face frm 
von; but you may humbly hope, that avizh great Me.“ T 
cies He awill gather you, and that avith everlaſting Kind “ th 
neſs He will have Mercy on you (y). Theſe ſuitable “ So 
Words are not mine, but His; and they wear this, as in Peace 
the very Front of them, That a Soul, ander the Hil. It is; 
* ings of GOD's Face, may at leaſt be one whom H: clares 


„ evill gather, and to whom He will extend ever /a/tin e; 
& Fawour.” | theref 
$. 7. BuT while the Darkneſs continues, “ g on it ed £ 


« the Way of your Duty.” Continue the Uſe of Means ligh 
and Ordinances : Read, and meditate : Pray, yes, and 
ſing the Praiſes of Go too, thò' it may be with a heavy 
Heart. Follow the Foot/leps of His Flack (r); you miy 
perhaps meet the Shepherd of Souls in doing it. Place 
yourſelf at leaſt in his Way. It is poſſible, you may by 
this Means get a kind Look from Him; and one Look, 
one Turn of Thought which may happen in a Moment, 
may as it were create a Heaven in your Soul at once. G0 
to the Table of the Lord. If you cannot rejoice, go and 
mourn there. Go and mourn that Saviour, aubom by 
' your Sins you have pierced (a); go and lament the Breach 
of that Covenant, which you have there / een confirm 
ed. CyRIsT may perhaps make himſelf known unto yu 
in the Breaking of Bread (b), aud you may find, to you! 
Surprize, that He hath been near you, when you 1M 
gined He was at the greateſt Diſtance from you; heat 
you, when you thought you were caft out from His Pri 


ſence. Seek your Comfort in ſuch Employments as theſe þ 


(e) Pfal. xxxvil. 8, 34. (t) Jer. xii, 15. (u) Pfal, Ixxvii. 169 
(I) Lam. iii. 31, 32. (y) Ila. lv. 7, 8, (2) Cant. i. 8. 
) Zech. xii, 10. (b) Luke xxiv. 35. , n 


h. 24, 


Fa and not in the vain Amuſements of this World, and in 
Calm- the Pleaſures of Senſe. 1 ſhall never forget that affection- 
. & MW ate Expreſſion, which I am wel! aſſured broke · out from an 
vn, in eminently pious Heart, then a/moft ready to break under 

love its Sorrows of this Kind!“ Lord, if I may not enjoy Thee, 
» to “ let me enjoy nothing elſe; but go down mourning after 
ble u « Thee to the Grave!” I wondered not to hear, that al- 
but moſt as ſoon as this Sentiment had been breathed out be- 
acc. ore Gop in Prayer, the Burthen was taken off, and 2% 
npan · WW Joy of GOD's Salvation reflored. 

e frm F. 8. I sHALL add but one Advice more; and that is; 
Mer. “ That you renexv your Application to the Blood of Jeſus, 
Kind. “ thro! whom the Reconciliation between Gop and your 


uitabe “ Soul has been accompliſhed.” It is He that 7s our 
;, as in Peace, and by His Blood it is that abe are made nich (c); 
he Hid- lt if in Him, as the Belowed of His Soul, that GOD de- ; 
om cares, He is ave// pleaſed (d); and it is in Him that a 
laſſig e made accepted, to the Glory of His Grace (e). Go 
therefore, O Chriſtian, and apply by Faith to a cruci- 
70 on it ed Saviour: Go and apply to Him as to a merciful 
Means kligh-Prieſt, and pour out thy Complaint before Him, and 
es, and ew before Him thy Trouble (f). Lay open the Diſtreſs 
z heavy nd Anguiſh of thy Soul to Him, who once knew what 
u my was to ſay, (O aſtoniſhing! that He of all others 
Place Would ever have ſaid it,) My GOD, my GOD, why ha/I 
nay by WP forſaken me (g) Look up for Pity and Relief to 
Look, im, who Himſelf ſuffered, being not only tempted, but 
oment, ith Regard to ſenſible Manifeſtations deſerted; that He 
> Go Wight thus Anow how to pity thoſe that are in ſuch a me- 
o and Hancholy Caſe, and be ready, as well as able, to ſuccour 
hom by en (h). He is Immanuel, GOD with us (i); and it is 
react ny in and thro! Him, that His Father ſhines forth upon 
-on fir with the mildeſt Beams of Mercy and of Love. Let it 
ito 50% e therefore your immediate Care, to renew your Ac- 
to your laintance with Him. Review the Records of His Life 
1 im; nd Death: Hear His Words: Behold his Actions: And 
; neat hen you do ſo, ſurely you will find a ſacred Sweetneſs 
is Pri- iP fuling itſelf over your Soul. You will be brought into 
theſe; calm, gentle, ſilent Frame, in which Faith and Love 
an f wall 
61.54 a ur 13, 4s (d) Mat. ii. 17. (e) Eph. i. 6. 


at, i. 23. 


- 


Ch, 24. and renew your Application to Chriſt, 243 mm 


(8) Mat, xxvi, 45. (h) Heb, ü. 19. 
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244 An humble Supplication for one Ch, 24, 


will operate powerfully, and Gop may probably cauſe 
the iii ſmall Voice of His comforting Spirit to be 
heard (k), till your Soul burſts out into a Song of Praise, 
and you may be made glad according to the Days in aubich 
you have been aflicted (). In the mean Time, ſuch Lan. 
guage, as the following Supplication ſpeaks, may be. 
ſuitable, 


An humble SUPPLICATION. for one under the Hiding: f 
GOD's Face. 


6 LESSED GOD ! «<uith Thee is the Fountain of 
* Life (m), and of Happineſs. I adore Thy Name 
that I have ever taſted of Thy Streams; that 1 have 
ever felt the peculiar Pleaſure ariſing from the Light af 
„ Thy Countcnance, and the Shedding abroad of Ih 
«© Love on the Soul. But alas, theſe delightful Seaſors 
are now to me no more; and the Remembrance f 
«© them engages me to pour out my Soul within me (1, 
„J would come, as I have formerly done. and call 
* Thee, with the ſame Endearment, My Father, and 
*« my GOD: But alas, I know not how to do i. 
«© Guilt and Fear ariſe, and forbid the delightful Lan- 
„ guage. I ſeek Thee, O Lord, But I ſeek Thee in 
* vain. I would pray, and my Lips are ſealed up. | 
* would read Thy Word, and all the Promiſes of it art 
« veiled from mine Eyes. I frequent thoſe Ordinanctz, 
Which have been formerly moit nouriſhing and con- 

* fortable to my Soul; but alas, they are only the She. 
* dows of Ordinances : The Subſtance is gone: II: 
* animating Spirit is fled, and leaves them now at bel 
but the Image of what I once knew them. 

- * Put, Lok D, haſt Thou caſt off for ever, and wil 
% Thou be favourable no more (0) ? Haſt Thou in afl 
* Judgment determined, that my Soul- muſt be leſt to 
a perpetual Winter, the ſad Emblem of Eternal Dai: 
% nels? Indeed I deſerve it ſhould be ſo. I acknowledge, 
* O Lord, I deſerve to be caſt away from Thy It 


. v 


4 much 


„a) 1 Kings xix. 12, ()) Pfl. xe, 15. (m) Pfal, x. 
(n) Pſal. xlii. 4. (o) Pſal, Ixxvii. 7, . FO 


24, Ch. 24. under the Fiidings of GOD's Face. 245 
cauſe « much lower: I deſerve, to have the Shadow of Death 
0 be « pon mine Eye-lids (p), and even to be ſurrounded . 
raile, « with the thick Gloom of the Infernal Priſon. But 
vhich « haſt Thou not raiſed Multitudes, who have deſerved 
Lan. te ne to be delivered into Chains of Darkneſs (q), 
y be to the Viſions of Thy Glory above, where no Cloud 
« can ever interpoſe between Thee and their rejoicing 
« Spirits? Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, have Mercy 
bon me (r) and tho' mine Iniguities have now juſtly 
« cauſed Thee to hide Thy Face from me (s), yet be Thou 
© rather pleaſed, agreeably to the gracious Language. of 
ain Thy Word, to Pl Thy Face from my Sins, and to blot 
Name ont all mine Tyiquities (t) Chear my Heart with the 
hate , Tokens of Thy returning Favour, and /ay unto my 
ight of * Soul, 1 am Thy Salvation (u) J | . 
f Thy WW © Remember, O Lord Gop, remember that dread- 
Seaſo!s WR ful Day, in which J=sus Thy dear Son endured what 
„ce my Sins, have deſerved ! Remember that Agony, in 
me (0) which He poured out His Soul before Thee, and faid, 
nd call * My GOD, my GOD, why haſt thou forſaken me (x). 
, ad Did He not, O Lord, endure all this, that humble 
do . Penitents might thro' Him be brought near unto Thee, 
1] Lu. and might behold Thee with Pleaſure, as their Father, 
"hee u and their Gop ? Thus do I defire to come unto Thee. 
up. I Bleed Saviour, art Thou not appointed to give unte 
zf it ac hem that mourn in Zion, Beauty for Apes, the Oul of 
nance, J for Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe for the 
d con- Spirit of Heawineſs (y): O waſh. away my Tears, a- 
he Shy noint my Head with the Oil of Gladne/s, and clothe 
e: Ihe me with the Garments of Salvation (2) 
at bet * Oh that I knew where I might find Thee (a) ! Oh 
that I knew what it is, that has engaged Thee to de- 
»d quill part from me! Iam ſearching and trying my Ways (b) : 
in awtul Oh that Thou wouldſt arch me, and know my 
e leſt t0 Heart, try me, and know my Thoughts *; and if there 
I Dark; be any* avicled Way in me, diſcover it, and lea 
owledge, me in the Way everlaſting (e) ; in that Way, in 
Thy Pi 3 Wo Hs „ whick 
1 | am, | WY ae | * 
40 P) Job xvi. 16. et. ii. r) Pſal. cxxiii. 
mul 48) lix, 2, 2 0 Pl. l. 9. uf (u) 21 xxxv. 3. 5 
Mat, xxvii. 46. (y) Ifa, xi. 3. (2) Iſa. Ixi, 10. 
„ 00x01. NR n. 3, (b) Lam. ii. 40. (e) Pſal, cxxxxix, 23, 24. 
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Which I may find Reſt and Peace for my Soul (d), ad 
1 feel the Diſcoveries of Thy Love in Chrift / 
0 God, who didfi command the Light to ſhine wt 
* of Darkneſs (e), ſpeak but the Word, and Light fl 
% dart into my Soul at once! Open Thou my Lips, ani 
« my Mouth hall fhew forth thy Praife (f), ſhall burt 
*« out into a chearful Song, which ſhall diſplay before 
„% thoſe, whom my preſent Dejections may have diſcour 
* aged, the Pleaſures and Supports of Religion! 
* Yet, Lord, on the whole, I ſubmit to 'I hy Wil 
« If it is thus that my Faith muſt be exerciſed, % «al 
« ing in Darkneſs for Days, and Months, and Years ft 
% come, how Jong ſoever they may ſeem, how org ſe 
ever they may be, 7 gil ſubmit. Still will J acor 
„Thee, as the God of I/rael, and the Sawvicur, ti 
* Thou art a GOD that hideft Thy/elf (g) : Still will 
* truſt, in the Name of the Lord, and flay my ſelf upon m 
& GOD (h); truſting in Thee, tho Thou fiay me (|) ; all 
« exaiting for Thee, more than they that acatch far ii 
« Morning, yea, more than they that watch fir ii 
« Morning (k). Peradventure in the Evening Tint i 
* may be Light (1). I know, that Thou haſt {ometim* 
% manifeſted Thy Compaſſions to Thy dying Servant 
+ and given them, in the loweſt Ebb of their Natur 
_ « Spirits, a full Tide of Divine Glory, thus turn 
% Darkneſs into Light before them (m). So may 
«« pleaſe Thee to gild the Valley of the Shader of Ded 
« with the Light of Thy Preſence, when I am f4/" 
& thro" it, and to ſtretch forth Thy Red and Thy Saf 
« comfort me (n), that my Tremblings may ceaſe, &. 
* the Gloom may echo with Songs of Praiſe ! But it 
„„ be- Thy Sovereign Pleaſure, that Diſtreſs and Du 
„ neſs fhould ſtill continue to the laſt Motion 0! " 
« Pulſe, and the laſt Gaſp of my Breath, Oh let it c 
* with the parting Struggle, and bring me to Phat Li 
© which is ſown for the Righteous, and to that Gladi 
& -which is reſerved for the Upright in Heart (0) ; 0) 


6 yznclol 
c) Jer. vi. 16. (e) 2 Cor, iv.'6, () Pal. l. 
(8) 16. xlv. 15. (h) 16. l. 10. (i) Job xiii, 1. 


(&) Pfal. &rxx. 6. (1) Zech. xiv. 7, 
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4% aid RG © unclouded Regi : 
T Sions of Everlaſting Splend 
„ee , e Thy Sp Ol fur 
12! 6 L: y TFeopie, and Th . 1 
1 3 ous 28 any of them (p) 5 u wilt no more 
hes IS, Lor 1 by Salvati { 5: | ; 
U burt 2 455 q); and whilſt I 4 ny 2 2 _ 
Jiſcou- WY < = _ after it, I will never deſpair of obtai fs oul 
7 er and increaſe thoſe Defires, and at len Ng 20 
„ % and exceed them all, rg the Rich 7 
y V0 Grace in Chrift Feſus 1 Amen.“ es f Thy 


(p) Ezek, xxxix. 29 (q) Gen, xlix, 18, 
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n 


The Cnr1sT1An ſtruggling under great and 
heavy Afflictions. 


Here it is adviſed, (i.) That Afiitions ſhould be expeat, 

F. 1. (2.) That the righteous Hand of God ſhould i 
acknowledged in them, when they come. F. 2. (4 
That they ſhould be borne with Patience. F. 3. (4 
That the Divine Conduct in them fhould be cordial) 
approved. F. 4. (F.) That Thankfulneſs ſhould bt 
maintained in the Midfl of Trials. F. 3. (66. Tha 
. the Defign of Afictions ſhould be diligently enguirtd is 

_ to, and all proper Aſfiftance taken in diſcovering % 
$. 6. (7.) That when it is diſcovered, it ſhud 
humbly be complied ævith and anſwered. F. 7. i 
Prayer ſuited tos ſuch a Caſe. 5 


9. 1. IN CE Man i. bers inteFreable. as the San 
Ay upward (a), and Adam has entailed en d 


Death, it will certainly be prudent and neceſſary, 1 
we ſhould all exper? to meet with Trials and Affictiu 
and that you, Reader, 'whoever you are, ſhould be ® 
deavouring to gird on your Armour, and put your 
into à Poſture to encounter thoſe. Trials, which will fy 
to your Lot, as a Man, and a Chriſtian. Prepare 0% 
ſelf to receive your Afflictions and to endure the- 
in a Manner agreeable to both thoſe Charact 
In this View, when you ſee others under the Þ 
then, conſider how poſſible it is, that you ma)! 
| called out to the very ſame Difficulties, . or to qthers ect 

- «Wow you could endure the Load, under Which the) 


— 


his Race the ſad Inheritance of Calamity in their Na 


to them. Put your Soul, as in the Place of theirs. Tha 


Ch-25. and bear it patiently as ſent from GOD. 249 


and endeavour at once, to comfort them, and to ſtrength- 
en your own Heart; or rather pray, that Gop would do 
it. And obſerving how liable mortal Life is to ſuch Sor- 
20 rows, moderate your ExpeRations from it; raiſe your. 
VAR Thoughts above it; and form your Schemes of 5 9 R 
neſs, only for that World, where they cannot be diſap- 
pointed: In the mean Time, bleſſing Gop, that your 
Proſperity is lengthened out thus far, and aſcribing it to 
His ſpecial Providence, that you continue ſo long un- 
1 wounded, when ſo many Showers of Arrows are flying. 
it 2 around you, and ſo many are falling by them, on the 
Right Hand, and on the Left. 
4. 2. Waen at length your Turn comes, as it cer- 
tainly will, from the firſt Hour in which an Affliction 
„% 1eizes you, realize to yourſelf the Hand of GOD in it, 
ould Of 2 2 
and loſe not the View of Him in any Second Caule, 


\ * Je 
40 - which may have proved the immediate Occaſion, Let it 
-ordial be your firſt Care, to humble yourſelf under the mighty 


auld” i 
5.) Tha 
uirtd it 
ering 1 
t 048 
2. 


Hand of GOD, that He may exalt you in due Time (b]. 
wn, that He if juſt in all that is branch upon you (c 
and that in all theie Things He puniſhes you lefs than rtr 
Iniguities deſerve (d). Compoſe yourſelf to bear His 
Hand with Patience, to glorify His Name by a Submiſ- 
ſion to His Will, and to fall in with the gracious Deſiggn 
of this Viſitation, as well as to wait the Iſſue of it quiet- — 


if, whatſoever the Event may be. K | 
be Spar y. 3. Now that Patience may have its perfect Work (e, 
4 cn 1 reſſect frequently, and deeply, upon your own Meanneſs 5 


and Sinfulneſs. Conſider, how often every Mercy has 

© been forfeited, and every Judgment deſerved. Ang con- 
ſdet too, how long the Patience of Gop hath borne with 

you, and how wonderfully it is ſtill exerted towards you ; 


1 Way U 
ary, 41 
i 10041 


et Bp 
i: bs” and indeed, not only His Patience, but His Bounty too. 
7 NG *fiicted as you are, (for I ſpeak to you now as actually 
= under the Preſſure) look round and ſurvey your remaining 
= 0 Mercies, and be gratefally ſenſible of them. Make the 
att” vuppoſition of their being removed: What if Gop ſhould 


the Bl ſtreteh out His Hand againſt you, and add Poverty. to — 1 


Pain, or Pain to Poverty, or the Loſs of Friends to both 


ay * dhe . | 2 8 7 ; i 
oh » or the Death of ſurviving Friends to that of thoſs Wom 
« TUES: M3, - "38-8 

the) Is | (b) z Bean, 6, a * (e, Neh. ix. 33. CY (d) Ezr, ix. 135 : . I | 4 
0 Jam, . 4. . 4 8 . 8 N 5 : « "of 
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250 Aftrerron fhonld be thankfully received, Ch. 25. 


you are now mourning over; would not the Wound be 
more gnevous ? Adore His Goodneſs, that this is not the 
Cafe ; and take heed, left your Unthankfulneſs ſhould 
provoke Him to multiply your Sorrows. Conſider alſo 
the Need you have of Diſcipline ; how wholeſome it 
may prove to your Soul, and what merciful Deſigns our 
Heavenly Father has, in all the Corrections He ſends 
upon His' Children. 
$. 4. Nay I will add, That in Conſequence of all 
thefe Conſiderations it may well be expected, not only 
that you ſhould ſubmit to your Afflictions as what you 
cannot avoid, but that you ſhould faveetly acquizſce in them 
and approve them ; that you ſhould not only juſtify, but 
glorify Gop in ſending them; that you ſhould glorify 
Him with your Heart, and with your Lips too. 'Think 
not Praiſe unſuitable on ſuch an Occaſion ; nor think 
that Praiſe alone to be ſuitable, which take its Riſe 
from remaiping Comforts : But know that it is yout 
Duty, not only to be nf in your Afictions, but to 
be thankful on Account of them. 

*$. 5. Gop Himſelf has ſaid, In every Thing give 
Thanks (f); and He has taught his Servants to ſay, Tz 
alſo ae glory in Tribulation (g). And moſt certain it 5, 
that to true Believers they are Inſtances of Divine Mer- 
cy; for aubom the Lord loweth He chaſfteneth, and ſcourg: 
eth every Son, whom He receiveth with peculiar and di- 
ſtinguiſhed Endearment (hq. View your preſent Afflic. 
tions in this Light, as CHuſtiſements of Love ; and then 
let your own Heart ſay, whether Love does not demand 
Praiſe. Think with yourſelf, * It is thus that Goo 5 
* making me conformable to His own Son; it is thus 
« that He is training me up for compleat Glory, Thus 
« He kills my Corruptions ; thus He ftrengthens my 
« Graces; thus He is wiſely contriving to bring me 


' nearer to Himſelf, and to ripen me for the Honou!s 


- * of His Heavenly Kingdom. It is if Need be, that 
« am in Heavineſs (i); and He ſurely knows what that 
* Need is, better than I can pretend to teach Him 
e and knows what peculiar Propriety there is in this 

&. Affliction, to anſwer my preſent Neceſſity, and 
do me that peculiar Good which He is gracioully 
#7 Sat 1 | . es intending 
{f) 1 Theff, v. 18. (8) Rom. v. 3. (h) Heb, xii, 6. 901 pet. i. 6 


J. 26, Ch. 25. and Care be taken to anſwer its Deſion, 
nd be « intending me by it. This Tribu/ation ſhall cu Pa. 
ot the « tience, end Patience Experience, and Experience a more 
hould * aſſured Hope; even a Hope which Hall not make a. 
r allo « hamed, while the Love of GOD is ſhed abroad in my. 
me it Heart (k), and ſhines thro! my Affliction, like the 
$ our *« Sun thro' a gently deſcending Cloud, darting in Light 

ſends * upon the Shade, and mingling Fruitfulneſs with 

« Weeping.” 
F all . 6. Lew it be then your earneſt Care, while you 
only thus look on your AMiction, whatever it may be, as 
t you coming from the Hand of Gop, to improve it to the 
them Purpoſes for which it was ſent. And that you may ſo 
- but improve it, let it be your firſt Concern, to #zqw what. 
lorify theſe Purpoſes are. Summon up all the Attention of 
"hink your Soul, to hear the Rod, and Him <vho hath appoint» 
think 10 it it); and pray earneſtly, that yon may underſtand ; 
 Piſe its Voice, Examine your Liſe, your Words, and your * 8 
your Heart ; and pray, that Gop would ſo guide your En- © 
Jut to quries, that you may return unte the Lord that ſmiteth 
you (m), To aſſiſt you in this, call in the Help of pious 

give Friends, and particularly of your Miniſters ; Intreat, not. 
Yea Mly their Prayers, but their Advices too, as to the pro» 

it is, bable Deſign ot Providence; and encourage them freely _; 
Mer- to tel! vou any Thing which occurs to their Minds up- | 
un. on this Head. And if ſuch an Occaſion ſhould cad them 
d di- to tquch upon ſome of the Imperfections of your Cha- 
\ Mic- racter and Conduct, look upon it as a great 'I'oken of 
had their Friendſhip, and take it, not only patiently, but 
——_ thankfully, It does but ill become a Chriltian at any , | 
7 Tune, to reſent Repraofs and Admonitions; and leaſt 1 
thus of all does it become him, when the Rebukes of his Hea- 
Thus venly Father are upon him. He ought rather to ſeek 1 
; my Admonitions, at ſuch a Time as this, and voluntarily offer » | 
g me his Wounds to be ſearched by a faithful and ſkilful Hand. 
nours 8 7. AND when, by one Means or ano: er, you have 

hat J got a Ray of Light to direct you in the Meaning aud 
that Language of ſych Diſpenſations, take hee.!. that vou gs » 
lim; net, in any Degree, harden yourſelf apainſt GOD, ard 

this walk contrary to him (n). Obſtinate Rel uctance to the 

and apprehended Deſign of any Providential Stroke is 2nox- 

oully | M 4 Th preflibiy 


1010g 


*) Rom, v. 3, 4, 5. (1) Mic. vi. 9. (m) Iſa. ix, 13. 
ti, b. 4 a s 


l; Ley, WII. 27. | 


ſtinguiſned Endearment(h). View your preſent” Afﬀic 


250 Haim ſbonld be thankfully received, Ch. 25. 


you are now mourning over; would not the Wound be inte 
more grievous ? Adore His Goodneſs, that this is not the WW © #44 
Cafe ; and take heed, left your Unthankfulneſs ſhould 
provoke Him to multiply your Sorrows. Confider alſo 
the Need you have of Diſcipline ; how wholeſome : . 
may prove to your Soul, and what mercifal Defigns our 
Heavenly Father has, in all the Corrections He ſends 
upon His' Children, 
$. 4. Nay I will add, That in Conſequence of all 
thefe Conſiderations it may well be expected, not only ſekus | 
that you ſhould ſubmit to your Afflictions as what you WENN 
cannot avoid, but that you ſhould faveetly acquiz/ce in then 
and approve them ; that you ſhould not only juſtify, bu bre 
glorify God in ſending them; that you ſhould glorify 
Him with your Heart, and with your Lips too. "Think ers 
not Praiſe unſuitable on ſuch an Occaſion ; nor think 
that Pratſe alone to be ſaitable, which take its Rise 
from remaining Comforts : But know that it is your WW 
Duty, not only to be thankful in jour 4fiifions, but to BT" 
be thankful on Account of them. | 
F. 5. Gop Himſelf has ſaid, Jn every Thing givt 
Thanks (f); and He has taught his Servants to ſay, Ye 
alſo ave glory in Tribulation (g). And molt certain it , 
that to true Believers they are Inſtances of Divine Mer 
cy; for aubom the Lord loweth He chaſteneth, and ſcourg: 
eth every Son, whom He receiveth with peculiar and di- 


tions in this Light, as CHuſtiſements of Love; and then 
let your own Heart ſay, whether Love does not demand 
Praiſe. Think with yourſelf, * 1t is thus that Gov b 
« making me conformable to His own Son; it is thus 
** that He is training me up for compleat Glory. Thu Ado 
«« He kills my Corruptions ; thus He ſtrengthens my 4 
. «© Graces; thus He is wiſely contriving to bring me 
1 nearer to Himſelf, and to ripen me for the Honouis 
„of His Heavenly Kingdom. It is if Need be, that! 
% am in Heavwineſs (i) ; and He ſurely knows what that 
* Need is, better than I can pretend to teach Him 
% and knows what peculiar Propriety there is in th 
& Affliction, to anſwer my preſent Neceflity, vl 
do me that peculiar Good which He is gracioul) 
we 8 EE MY "mtending 
(f) 1 Theff, v. 18. (g) Rom, v. 5. (h) Heb. vii. 6. 0 1 pet. i, bi 
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Ch. 25. and Care be taken to anſwer its Deſion, 
« intending me by it. This Tribulatian ſhall wwort PA 


« tience, end Patience Experience, and Experience a more 
* aſſured Hate; even @a Hope which Hall not make a. 
« hamed, while the Love of GOD is ſhed abroad in my 


Heart (K), and ſhines thro! my Affliction, like the 


Sun thro? a gently deſcending Cloud, darting in Light 
„ upon the Shade, and mingling Fruitfulneſs with 
„% Weeping.” | 

$. 6, Lew it be then your earneſt Cate, while you 


thus look on your Affliction, whatever it may be, as 


coming from the Hand of Gop, to improve it to the 
Purpoſes for which it was ſent. And that yow may ſo 
improve it, let it be your firit Concern, to 4zgqw what 


your Soul, to hear the Rod, and Him co bath appoint» 


Fed it (1); and pray earneſtly, that you may underſtand | 
ts Voice, Examine your Liſe, your Words, and ygqur | 
Heart; and pray, that Gop would fo guide your Eu- 
Wquries, that you may return unte the Lord that ſmiteth 
Wor (m). To aſſiſt you in this, call in the Help of pious 


Friends, and particularly of your Miniſters ; Intreat, not. 

able Deſign ot Providence; and encourage them freely 

to tell you any ung which occurs to their Minds up- 
1 


on this Head. And if ſuch an Occaſion ſhould lead them 
to: touch upon ſome of the Imperfections of your Cha- 


anguage of ſyc 


walk contrary to him (n). Obſtinate Reiutance to the 


(K*) Rom, v. 3, 4, 5. 1) Mic, vi. 9. m) Iſa. ix. 13. 


boſe Purpoſes are. Summon up all the Attention of 


ly their Prayers, but their Advices too, as to the pro- 


acter and Conduct, look upon it as a great 'T'oken of 
hear Friendſhip, and take it, not only patizatly, but 
thankfully, It does but ill become a Chriltian at any 
une, to reſent Repraofs and Admonitions; and leaſt 
of all does it become him, when the Rebukes of his Hea- 
Neuly Father are upon him. He o:ght rather to ſeek 
Admonitions, at ſuch a Time as this, and voluntarily offer 
his Wounds to be ſearched by a faithful and ſkilful Rand. 
7. AnDd when, by one Means or ano: er, you have 
got a Ray of Light to direct you in the Meaning aud 
f Diſpenſations, take hee that vou 4 

net, in any Degree, harden yourſelf apainft GOD, an 


pprehended Deſign of any Providential Stroke is 1%. 
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2 In bumble Addreſs to GOD, Ch. 25. 


pre//ibly proveking to Him. Set yourſelf therefore ton 
immediate Reformation of whatever you diſcover amiſs ; 
and labour to learn the general Leſſons of greater Sub- 
miſſion toGop's Will, of a more calm Indifterence to the 
World, and of a cloſer Attachment to Divine Converſe 
and to the Views of an approaching Inviſible State. And 
whatever particular Proportion or Correſpondence you 
may obſerve, between this or that Circumſtance in your 
Affliction, and your former Tranſgreſſions, be eſpecially 
carfeul to act according to that more peculiar and exprel; 
Voice of the Rod. Then you may perhaps have ſpeedy 
and remarkable Reaſon to ſay, that fr hath been pid 
for you that you have been afficted (o); and with a Mul- 
titude of others, may learn to number the Times of your 
ſharpeſt Trials, among the ſweeteſt and the moſt exalted 
Moments of your Life. For this Purpoſe, let Prayer be fu 


your frequent Employment ; and let ſuch-Sentiments as « ax 
theſe, if not in the very ſame Terms, be often and affec- WW «© TÞ 
tionately poured out before Gop. N de 
2 5 . ö % m 

An humble AbDRESS to GOD, under the Preſſure of 66 
_ beavy Afliction. * 

MID CREE ; 66-7 

os Thou ſupream, yet all righteous and gracious « fx 
40 Governour of the whole Univerſe! Mean « 3 
and inconſiderable as this little Province of Thy ſpa- « 
*« cious Empire may appear, Thou doſt not diſregard 9 / 
«« the Earth and its Inhabitants 3 but attendeſt to its «ec 
“ Concerns with the moſt condeſcending and gracious « | 
Regards. Thou reigneſt, and 7 rejoice in it, as it is in- 10 v 
« deed Matter of univerſal Foy (p). 1 believe Thy « 2 
*« univerſal Providence and Care; and I firmly believe « | 
« Thy wiſe, holy, and kind Interpoſition in every Thing « , 
* which relates to me, and to the Circumſtances of my « 
«© Abode in this World. I would look thro? all inferior « 4 
“ Cauſes unto Thee, whoſe Eyes are upon all Thy Crea- 4 4 
* tures; to Thee, who frmeſi the Light, and creatiſt 4e j 
«© Darkneſs, who makeſt Peace, and createft Evil (q); 9 
«6 to Thee, Lord, who at Thy Pleaſure canſt exchange «: 


the one for the other, canſt turn the brighteſt Noon 
into Midnight, and the W IIngAs into Noon. 

1 5 * wg Q 'Trov 

(e) Pl, exix. 72, (p) Pſal. xevii. r. (q) Iſa. xly. 2. 


„Thy Sacred Pleaſure. 


$ © Thou haſt not 
do all the dreadful Work of Juſtice, and to pour out 


«c 


Ch. 25. under the Preſſure of heavy Afiition, 253 
«© O Tuo wiſe and merciful Governour of the 
« World ! I have often ſaid, Thy Will be done: And 


„% now, Thy Will is painful to me. But ſhall I, upon 
i that Account unſay what I have ſo often ſaid ? GOD 


„ forbid! I come rather to lay myſelf down at Thy 


« Feet, and to declare my full and free Submiſſion to all 
O Lord, 'Thou art Juſt and 
* Righteous in all! I acknowledge in Thy venerable 
* and awful Preſence, that I hawe deſerved this, and 
„Ten Thouſand Times more (r), I acknowledge, that 
i it is of Thy Mercy, that I am not utterly conſumed (5), 
and that any the leaſt Degree of Comfort yet remains. 
O Lord, I moſt readily confeſs, that the Sins of one 
„Day of my Life have merited all theſe Chaſtiſements 3 


and that every Day of my Life hath been more or leſs 
8 © ſinful. . Smite thereſore, O Thou righteous Judge? 


* and I will ſtill adore Thee, that inſtead of the Scourge, 
given a Commiſſion to the Sword, to 


„% my Blood in Thy Preſence. 
„ But ſhall I ſpeak unto Thee, only as my Fudge? 
O Lord, Thou haſt taught me a tenderer Name: 


Thou condeſcendet to call Thyſelf my Father, and to 


« ſpeak of Corredion as the Effect of Thy Love. O 
welcome, welcome, thoſe Afflictions, which are the 
Tokens of Thy Parental Affection, the Marks of my 
„% Adoption into Thy Family! Thou knoweſt, what Diſ- 
« cipline I need. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord, that Bundle of 
% Folly, which there is in the Heart of Thy. poor fro- 
« and what Strokes are needfu/ to drive it away, I would 
therefore be in humble Subjection io the Father of Spirits, 
who chaſteneth me for my Profit ; would be in Subjetion - 
to Him, and live (t). I would bear Thy Strokes, not 

merely becauſe I cannot reſiſt them, but becauſe I love 
and truſt in Thee. I would ſweetly acquizſce and reſt 
“ in Thy Will, as well as ſtoop to it; and would fay, 
* Good is the Word of the Lord (u). And I deſire, that 
not only my Lips, but my Soul may acquieſce Yea, 


Lord, I would praiſe Thee, that Thou wilt ſhew ſo 


5 „% much 


(r) Ezr, ix, 13. (t) Heb, xi. 9, 10% 


| (s) Lam. iii. 22, 
(u) 2 Kings XX. 19. 


2 


ward and thoughtleſs Child; and knoweſt, avhat Rods, : 1 * 


254 An humble Addreſs iso GOD, Cb. »; 


*© much Regard to me, as to apply ſuch Remedics az 
5 theſe to the Diſeaſes of my Mind, and art thus kindly 
careful to train me up for Glory. I have no Objec- 
* tion againſt being afflited, againſt being. afflicted in 
«© this particular Way. The Cup which my Father puts 
«© into mine Hand, ſhall I nat drink it (x)? By Tie WW „ 
«© Aſſiſtance and Support I wwz//. Only be pleaſed, O0 „ 
Lord, to ſtand by me, and ſometimes to grant me a2 
*<+ favourable Look in the Midſt of my Sufferings! Sup- WWF << 
port my Soul, I beſeech Thee, by Thy Conlolations WW < 
** mingled with my Tribulations; and I ſhall g/ory i» WW 
*© thoſe Tribulations that are thus allayed! It has been a 
«* the Experience of many, who have reflected on aflict- 

„ed Days with Pleaſare, and have acknowledged that 4 
<< their Comforts have ſwallowed up their Sorrows. And WF «< 
after all that Thou haſt done, are Thy Mercies re- 
* flrained (y) ? I Thy Hand<vaxed fort (2)? or canit WW « 


*£ 'Thow not ſtill do the ſame for me? FE 
* If my Heart be lefs tender, leſs ſenſible, Thou WW « 
, canſt cure that Diſorder, and cant make this Affliction WR « 
the Means of curing it. Thus let it be; and at length WM « 
in Thine own due Time, and in the Way which Thou 


| 
** ſhalt chufe, work out Deliverance for me; and /e:v MW « | 
** me Thy marvellous Loving kindneſs, O Thou that WW « 
% /aveft by Thy Right Hand them that put their Traſt is Wt « 
ee (a) ! For I well know, that how dark ſoever WF « , 
this Night of Affliction ſeem, if Thou ſayeſt, Le“ « | 
*« there be Light, there ſhall be Light. But I would 
urge nothing, before the Time Thy Wiſdom and - 
** Goodneſs ſhall appoint. I am much more concerned, 
that my Afflictions may be ſan@hed, than that they 
«* may be removed. Number me. O Go b, among the 
% happy Perſons, æubom whilſt Thou ehaftensft, Thou 
«** teacheſt aut of Thy Law (b) Shew me, 1 beſcech, 
Thee, wherefore Thou contendefl with me (e); and 
«« purify me by the Fire, which is ſo painful to me, 
while I am paſſing thro” it! Doſt Thou not cha/ten, 
* Thy Children for this very End, that they may be Par., 
* takers of Thine Holingſe (d) ! Thou knoweſt, O Gon, 


«6 it 


Tx) John xviii. 11. (y) Iſa. iii. 75. (z) Num. xi. 233 
(2) Pſal, xvii, To. f (b) Pſal, xciv. 12, (£) Job *. 22 
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. Thy Goſpel, and bearing Thy bright and amiable 


Ch. 25. ander the Preſſure of beavy Affiienion. 


« it is this my Soul is breathing after. I am Partaker of 
* Thy Bounty, every Day and Moment of Life : I am 
% Partaker of Thy Goſpel, and I hope, in ſome Mea- b 
* ſure-too, a Partaker of the Grace of it operating on 

« Heart - Oh may it operate more and more, that I my 
“ may largely partake of Thine Holineſs too; that I may 
come nearer and nearer in the 'Temper of my Mind to 
Thee, O Bleſſed Gop, the ſupreme Model of Perfec- 
* tion! Let my Soul be (as it were) melted, tho' with 
* the mtenieſt Heat of the Furnace, if I. may but there 
„ by be made fit for being delivered into the Mold of 


Image | 
„O Lord, my Soul longeth for Thee; it crieth out 
for the living GOD (e)! In T by Preſence, and under 
** the Support of Thy Love, I can bear any Thing ; and 
am willing to bear it, if I may grow more lovely in 
* Thine Eyes, and more meet for Thy Kingdom. The 
„Pays of my AMiQion will have an End; the Hour 
will at length come, when Thou <vilt wipe away all 
« my Tears (f). Tho' it tarry, I would wait for it (8). 
** My fooliſh Heart, in the Midſt of all its Trials, is 
ready to grow fond of this Earth, diſappointing and 
grievous as it is: And graciouſly, O God, doſt Thou 
deal with me, in breaking theſe Bonds that would tie 
* me faſter to it. Oh let my Soul be girding itſelf up, 
and as it were ſtretching its Wings, in Expectation of 
** that bleſſed Hour, when it ſhall drop all its Sorrows 
and Incumbrances at once, and ſoar away to expatiate *.. 
* with infinite Delight in the Regions of Liberty, Peace, 
and Joy! Amen.“ | | 3 : 
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eUbriſhian will deſire Growth in Grace. Cb. 20. 


„ eB AP; XXVI. 


The CnrisTIAn aſſiſted in examining into 
his Growth in Grace, 


The Examination important. . 1. Falſe Marks f 
.* Growth to be avoided. F. 2. True Marks propoſed ; 
* fuch as, (1.) Increafing Love to GOD. &8..3. (2.) Be- 
nevolence to Men. F. 4. (3.) Candour of Diſpoſi. 
tion. F. 5. (4.) Meekneſs under Injuries, J. 6. (5.) Se. 
renity amidfi the Uncertainties of Life. F. 7. (6.) Hu- 
 mility, F. 8. efpecially as expreſſed in Evangelical Ex- 
erciſes of Mind towards Chriſt and the Spirit. -\. 9. 
(7.) Zeal for the Divine Honour. F. 10. (8.) Hai- 
tua and chearful Willingneſs to exchange Worlds, 
ewheneter GOD Hall appoint it. F. 11. Conclu- 
fim. F. 12. The Chriſtian breathing after Gi ou 
in Grace. 


J. 1. IF by Divine Grace you have been Born again, not 
of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible (a), even 
by that Word of GOD which liveth and abideth for ever, 
not only in the World and the Church, but in particular 
Souls in which it is ſown ; you will, as new born Babes, 
defire the fincere Milk of the Ward, that you may grow 
thereby (b). And tho' in the moſt advanced State of 
Religion on Earth, we are but Infants, in Compariſon 
of what we hore to be, when in the Heavenly World we 
arrive unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs of Chriſt (e); yet as we have ſome 
Exerciſe of a ſanctified Reaſon, we ſhall be ſolicitous that 
we may be growing and thriving Infants. And you, 
my Reader, if /o be you have taſted that the Lord is gra- 


(8) 1 Pet. l. 3j. (8) 1 Pet. ü. 2. (en] Eph. iv. 13. 
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tious (d), will, I doubt not, feel this Solicitude. I would 
therefore endeavour to aſſiſt you in making the Enquiry, 


72 whether Religion be on the Advance in your Souls. And 
* here, I ſhall warn you againſt ſome ae Marks of 
Growth ; and then, ſhall endeavour to lay down others 
on which you may depend as more /olid. In this View 
I would obſerve, that you are not to meaſure your Growth 
in Grace, only or chiefly by your Advances in Know- 
to ledge, or in Zeal, or any other paſſionate Impreſſion of 
the Mind; no, nor by the Fervour of Devotion alone ; 
but by the habitual Determination of the Will for GOD, 
and by your prevailing Diſpo/ition to obey his Commands, 
of to ſubmit to his Diſpoſals, and to ſub/erve his Schemes in 
d ; the World. ELK 
Be- F. 2. Ir muſt be allowed, that Knowledge, and A 
60 Fiction in Religion, are indeed deſirable. Without ſome 
e. Degree of the former, Religion cannot be rational ; and 
Hu- it is very reaſonable to believe, that without ſome Degree 
Ex- of the latter, it cannot be fncere, in Creatures whoſe Na- 
. 9. tures-are conſtituted like ours. Yet there may be a great 
bi- Deal of Speculative Knowledge, and a great Deal of 
ds, WR 7epturous Aﬀetion, where there is no true Religion 
clus at all; and therefore much more, where there is no 
vith WE advanced State in it. The Exerciſe of our rational Fa- 
culties, upon the Evi ences of Divine Revelation, and . ⁶ 
upon the Declaration of it as contained in Scripture, may | 
5 furniſh a very wicked Man with a well-digeſted Body of 
even orthodox Divinity in his Head, when not one ſingle Doce- 
Thy trine of it has ever reached his Heart. An eloquent De- 
ular ſeription of the Sufferings of CHRIS, of the Soſemnities 
2 of Judgment, of the Joys of the Bleſſed and the Miſe - 
roa ries of the Damned, might move the Breaſt even of a 
oo Man who did not firmly believe them; as we often find 
1705. ourſelves ſtrongly moved by well-wrought Narrations, or - 
4 Diſcourſes, which at the ſame Time we know to have 
2 their Foundation in Fiction. Natural Conſtitution, or 
oe tuch accidental Cauſes as are ſome of them too low to be 
that here mentioned, may ſupply the Eyes with a Flood of 
you, ears, which may diſcharge itſelf plenteoufly upon al- 
274. molt: any Occaſion that ſhall firſt ariſe. And a proud Im- 


patience. of Contradiction, directly oppoſite as it is to t1E 
(d) 1 Pet. ii, 3. CER - + xd 


258 Tue Marks of it are Live to GOD, Ch. 26. 


tle Spirit of Chriſtianity, may make à Man's Blood 
il, when he hears the Notions he has entertained, and 
eſpecially thoſe which he has openly and vigorouſly 
eſpouſed, diſputed and oppoſed. This may poſſibly lead 
him, in Terms of ſtrong Indignation, to pour out his 
Zeal and his Rage before Gov, in a fond Conceit, that, 
as the Gop of Truth, He is the Pattern of thoſe favourite 
Doctrines, by whoſe fair Appearances perhaps he him- 
ſelf is miſled. And if theſe ſpeculative Refinements, or 
theſe affectionate Sallies of the Mind, be conſiſtent with WE 
a total Abfence of true Religion, they are much more ap- 
parently confiſtent with a very low Eſtate of it, I would 
deſire to lead you, my Friend, into ſublimer Notions and 
juſter Marks; and refer you to other PraQtical Writers, and 
above all to the Book of Gop, to prove how material 
they are. I would therefore intreat you, to bring your 
Heart to anſwer, as in the Preſence of Gop, to ſ.ch En- 
quiries as theſe. 
$. 3. Do you find © Divine Lowe, on the whole, ad- 
vancing in your Soul? Do you feel yourſelf more and 
More ſenſible of the Preſence of God ; and does that Senſe 
grow more delightſul to you, than it formerly was? Can 
you, even when your natural Spirits are weak and low, 
and you are not in any Frame for the Ardors and Extalies 
of Devotion, nevertheleſs find a pleaſing Reſt, a calm 
Repoſe of Heart, in the Thought that Gos is near you, 
— that he ſees the ſecret Sentiments of your Soul ? 
while you are as it were, labouring up the Hill, and 
caſting a longing Eye towards him, tho? you cannot ſay 
you enjoy any ſenſible Communications from him? 1s it 
agreeable to you to open your Heart to His Inſpection 
and Regard, to preſent it to Him laid bare of every Diſ- 
guiſe, and to fay with David, Thou, Lord, knoweft thy 
Servant (e) Do you find a growing Eſteem and Appro- 
bation of that Sacred. Law of Gop, which is the Tran - 
ſcript of His moral Perfections? Do you inwardly Hen 
all bis Pecepts concerning all Things to be right (f)? Do 
you diſcern, not only the Neceſſity, but the Reafonable- 
nels,” the Beauty, the Pleaſure of Obedience; and feel a 
growing Scorn and Contempt of thoſe Things, which may 
be offered as the. Price of your Innocence, and would 
75 | | tempt 
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le) x Sam, vii, 20, (f) Pal. cxix, x28, 


Ch. 26. and Benevolence 1 Men. 


tempt you to ſacrifice or to hazard your Intereſt in the 
Divine Favour and Friendſhip ? Do you find an ingenu- 
ous Deſire to pleaſe Gop ; not only, becauſe He is ſo 
rful, and has ſo many good and ſo many evil Things 
entirely at his Command ; but from a Veneration of His 
moſt amiable Nature and Character? And do you find 
your Heart habitually reconciled to a moſt humble Sub- 
jection, both to his commanding, and to his diſpoſing 
Will ? Do you percetve, that your own Will is now 
more ready and diſpoſed, in every Circumſtance, to bear 
the Yoke, and to ſubmit to the Divine Determination, 
whatever he appoint to be borne or forborne? Can you 
in Patience poſſeſs your Soul (g)? Can you maintain a more 
ſteady Calmneſs and Serenity, when Gov is ſtriking at 
your deareſt Enjoy ments in this World, and acting moſt 
directly contrary to your preſent Intereſts, to your na- 
tural Paſſions and Deſires ? If you can, it is a moſt cer- 
tain and noble Sign, that Grace 1s grown up in you to a 
very vigorous State, 
F. 4. Examine allo, © what Afections you find in 
« your Heart forwards thoſe who are round about you, and 
* towards the reft of Mankind in general.“ Do you 
find your Heart overflow with undiſſembled and unre- 
{trained Benevolence? Are you more ſenſible than you once 
were, of thoſe many endearing Bonds, which unite all 
Men, and eſpecially all Chriſtians, into one Community; 
which make them Brethren and Fellow-Citizens ? Do all 
the unfriendly Paſſions die and wither in your Soul, while 
the kind ſocial Affections grow and ſtrengthen ? And 


tho' Se/f-Jowe was never the reigning Paffion, fence. you 


became a true Chriſtian ; yet as ſome Remainders of it 
are ſtill too ready to work inwardly, and to ſhew them- 


ſelves, eſpecially as ſudden Occaſions ariſe, do you per- 


ceive, that you get ground of them ? Do you think of 
yourſelf only as one of a great Number, whoſe paryeglar 
Intereſts and Concerns are of little Importance When 
compared with thoſe of the Community, and ought by 
all Means, on all Occaftons, to be ſacrificed to them ? 

F. 5. RerLecT eſpecially on the Temper of your 


* Mind towards thoſe, whom an unſan#ifed Heart might 


4 be ready to imagine, it had /me juft Exeuſe for ex- 


(s) Luke xxi. 19» 
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© -cepting out of the Liſt of thoſe it lowes, and towards 
% whom you are ready to fee} a ſecret Averſion, or at 
* leaſt an Alienation from them.” —How does vour 
Mind ſtand affected towards 7hoſe who differ from you in 
their Religious Sentiments and Practices? 1 do not ſay, 
that Chriſtian Charity will require you, to think every 
Error harmleſs, It argues no Want of Love to a Friend 
in ſome Caſes, to fear leſt his Diſorder ſhould prove more 
fatal than he ſeems to imagine; nay ſometimes, the very 
Tenderneſs of Friendſhip may increaſe that Apprehen- 
ſion. But to hate Perſons becauſe we think they are miſ- 
taken, and to aggravate every Difference in Judgment or 
Practice into a fatal and damnable Error that deitroys all 
Chiitian Communion and Love, is a Symptom generally 
much worle than the Evil it condemns. Do you love 
the Image of Cyr1sT in a Perſon, who thinks himſelf 
obliged in Conſcience to proſeſs and worſhip in a Manner 
different from»yourſelf ? Nay farther, can you love ard 
honour that which is truly amiable and excellent, in thoſe, 
in whom much is defective; in thoſe, in whom there is 
{ a Mixture of Bigotry and Narrowneſs of Spirit, which 
may lead them perhaps to ſlight, or even to cenſure you ? 
Can you love them, as the Diſciples and Servants of 
Cukisr, who thro' a millaken Zeal may be ready to 
caſt out your Name as evil (h), and to warn others ag inſt 
you as a dangerous Perſon ? This is none of the leaſt Ti- 

| = amphs of Charity, nor any deſpicable Evidence of an 
Advance in Religion. 

| $. 6. Ax d, on this Head, reflect farther, „how can 
| «©. you bear [njuries ? There is a certain Hardineſs 
of Soul in this Reſpect, which argues a confirmed State in 
Piety and Virtue. Does every Thing of this Kind hurry 
and ruffle you, ſo as to put you on Contrivances, how 
you may recompenſe, or at leaſt, how you may diſgrace 
and expoſe him, who has done you the Wrong? Or can 
you ſtand the Shock calmly, and eaſily divert your Mind 
to other Objects, only (when you recolle& theſe Things,) 
pitying arid'praying for thoſe, who with the worſt Tem- 
| pers and Viewkgre aſſaulting you? This is a Chrift /ike 
\ Temper indeed; and He will own it as ſuch ; will own you, 
|. 23*6ne of his Soldiers, as one of his Heroes; eſpecially if 
| | 155 | it 
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Ch. 26. Fortitude of Mind, and Humility : 


it riſes ſo far, as inſtead of being ewercome of Evil, to 
overcome Evil with Good (i). Watch over your Spirit, 
and over your Tongue, when Injuries are offered; and 
ſee whether you be ready to meditate upon them, to ag- 
gravate them to yourſelf, to complain of them to others, 
and to lay on all the Load of Blame that you in Juſtice 
can: Or whether you be ready to put the kindeſt Conſtruc- 
tion upon the Offence, to excuſe it as far as Reaſon will al- 
low, and (where, after all, it will wear a black and odious 
Aſpect,) to forgive it, heartily to forgive it, and that even 
before any Submiſſion is made, or Pardon aſked ; and in 
Token of the Sincerity of that Forgiveneſs, to be contriv- 
ing what can be done, by ſome Benefit or other toward the 
injurious Perſon, to teach him a better Temper. 

F. 7. Examine farther, ©* with Regard to he other 
% Evils and Calamities of Life, and even with Regard 
% to its Uncertainties, how can you bear tbem - Do 
you find, your Soul is in this Reſpect gathering Strength? 
Have you fewer foreboding Fears and diſquieting Alarms, 
than you once had, as to what may happen in Life? Can 
you truſt the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop, to order 
your Aﬀairs for you, with more Complacency and Chear- 


201 


fulneſs than formerly? Do you find, you are able to 


ſtances, that you may c immediate Duty from them, 
30 o will next appoint or call you 
to? And when you feel the Smart of Affliction, do you 
make a leſs Matter of it? Can yay transfer your Heart 
more eaſily to Heavenly and Divine Objects, without an 
anxious Solicitude, whether this or that Burthen be re- 
moved, ſo it may but be ſanctified to promote your Com- 
munion with Gop, and your Ripeneſs for Glory ? 


unite your Thoughts ca in ſurveying preſent Circum- 


F. 8. Examine alſo, whether you advance in Hu- 


* mility” — This is a filent, but moſt excellent Grace; 
and they who are moſt eminent in it, are deareſt to'Gop, 


and moſt fit for the Communications of his Preſence to 


them. Do you then feel your Mind more. emptied of 
proud and haughty Imaginations ? riot prone ſo much to 
look back upon paſt Services which it has, performed, as 
forward to thoſe which are yet before you, and inward 


(i) Rom. xii, 21. 


upon the remaining Imperſections of your Heart ? Do you 
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more tenderly obſerve your daily Slips and Miſcarriage, 
| and find yourſelf diſpoſed to mourn over thoſe Things be- 
fore the Lord, that once paſſed with you as flight Mat- 
ters; tho' when you come to ſurvey them, as in the Pre- 
ſence of Gop, you find they were not wholly involun- 
tary, or ſree ſrom Guilt ? Do you feel in your Breaſt a 
deeper Apprehenſion of the Infinite Majeſty of the Bleſſed 
Gop, and of the Glory of his Natural and Moral Per- 
fections; ſo as, in Conſequence of theſe Views, to per- 
ceive yourſelf (as it were) annihilated in his Preſence, 
and to ſhrink into /e/5 than Nothing, and Vanity (k)? If 
this be your Temper, God will look upon you with pe- 
| cuhar Favour, and will vifit you more and more with the 
diſtinguiſhed Bleflings of his Grace. 
9. 9. Bur there is another great Branch and Ed of 
Chriftian Humility, which it would be an unpirdonable 
Negligence to omit. Let me therefore farther enquire : 
Are you more frequently renewing your Application, your 
ſincere, 42 gs an ong Application, te tbe Rigble- 
ouſneſs and Blood of CHRIST, as being {enfible how un- 
worthy you are to appear before Gov, otherwiſe than in 
Him? And do the rethaining Corruptions of your Heart 
humble you before him, tho? the Diſorders of your Life 
are in a great meaſure cured? Are you more earneſt 10 
obtain the quickening I1fluences of the Holy SPIRIT: and 
have you ſuch a tenle of your own Weakneſs, as to en- 
gage you to de end, in all the Duties you perform, upon 
the Communications of his Grace to help your Infirmi- 
ties ()? Can you, at the Cloſe of your mit religious, 
exemplary, and uſeful Days, bluſh before Cop for the 
Deficiencies of them, while others perhaps may be ready 
to admire and extol your Conduct? And while you give 
the Glory of all that has been right to Him, from waom 
the Strength and Grace has been derived, are you coming 
ta the Blood of Sprinkling, to free you from the Guilt | 
which mingles itſelf even with the beſt of your Services ? 
Do you learn to receive the Bounties of Providence, not 
only with Thankfulneſs as coming from Gop, but with 
a Mixture of Shame and Confuſion too, under a Conſci- 
{| ouſneſs that you do not deſerve them, and are continually 
| forfeiting them ? And do you juſtify Providence in your 
LIVE | *s Afflictions 
Ge) Ha. zl. 7. [) Ram. vii. 27. 
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Aſſtictions and Diſappointments, even while many are 


flouriſhing around you in the full Bloom of Proſperity, - 
whoſe Offences have been more viſtble at leaſt, and more 
notorious than yours? 

F. 10. Do you alſo advance in Zeal and Afivity, 
« for the Service of GOD, and the Happineſs of Man- 
* kind Does your Love ſhew itſelf ſolid and fin- 
cere, by a continual Flow of good Works from it? Can 


| you review the Sorrows of others with tender Compaſſion, 


and with Projects and Contrivances what you may do to 
relieve them ? Do you feel in your Breaſt, that you are 
more frequently deviſing liberal Things (m), and ready to 
wave your own Advantage or Pleafure that you may ac- 
compliſh them ? Do you find your Imagination teeming 
(as it were) with Conceptions and Schemes, for the Ad- 
vancement of the Cauſe and Intereſt of Cu Is in the 
World, for the Propagation of his Goſpel, and for the 
Happineſs of your Fellow Creatures? and do you not 
only pray, but act for it; act in ſuch a Manner, as to 
ſhew that you pray in earneſt ; and feel a Readineſs to 
do what little you can in this Cauſe, even tho' others, who 


might if they pleaſed very conveniently do a vaſt Deal 


more, will do nothing ? | 
. 11. AND, not to enlarge on this copious Head, re- 
fie once more, haww your Aﬀetions fland, with Re- 
** gard to this World, and another — Are you more 
deeply and practically convinced of the Vanity of theſe 
gings which are ſeen, and are Temporal (n)? Do you 
perceive your Expectations from them, and your Attach- 
ments to them, to diminiſh ? You are willing to ſtay in 
this World, as long as your Father pleaſes ; and it is right 
and well: But do you find your Bonds ſo looſened to it, 
that you are willing, heartily willing, to leave it at the 
ſhorteſt Warning; ſo that if GoÞ ſhould ſee fit to ſum- 
mon you away on a ſudden, tho' it ſhould be in the Midſt 
of your Enjoyments, Purſuits; Expectations, and Hopes, 
You would cordially conſent to that Remove; without 
faying, * Lord, let me ftay a little while longer, to en- 


joy this or that agreeable Entertainment, to finiſh this 


© of: that Scheme? Can you think with an habitual 
Calmneſs and hearty Approbation, if ſuch be the Divine 

5 | Pleaſure, 
Im) Ifa. xXXi. 8. (n) 2 Cor. iv. 18. bn Bo 
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Pleaſure, of waking no more when you lye down on your 

ed, of returning Home no more when you go out of 
your Houle? And yet, on the other Hand, how great ſo- 
ever the Burthens of Life are, do you find a Willingneſs 
to bear them, in Submiſſion to the Will of your Heavenly 
Father, tho” it ſhould be to many future Years ; and tho' 
they ſhould be Years of far greater Affliction, than you 
have ever yet ſeen ? Can you lay calmly and ſteadily, if not 
with ſuch Overflowings of tender Affections as you could 
deſire, Behold, thy Servant, thy Child, is 12 Thine 
% Hand, do with me as ſeemeth good in thy Sight (o) ! 
„ My Will is melted into Thine ; to be lifted up or laid 
down, to be carried out or brought in, to be here or 
4 there, in this or that Circumitance, juſt as Thou 


pleaſeſt, and as ſhall beſt ſuit with Thy great extenſive 


4% Plan, which it is impoſſible that I, or all the Angels 


4 in Heaven, ſhould mend.” 


„. 12. Tus E, if. J underſtand Matters aright, are 


ſome of the moſt ſubſtantial Evidences of Growth and 


Eſtabliſhment in Religion. Search after them: Bleſs Go» 


for them, ſo far as you diſcover them in yourſelf; and 
W - + ſtudy to advance in them daily, under the Influences of , 
4 6 +5 ine Grace, to which I heartily recommend you, and 


hich Fintreat you frequently to recommend yourlelf. 


"The Curisr IAN breathing earneſily after. Growth 
1n Grace. 


Thou ever bleſſed Fountain of Natural and 
+ Spiritual Life! I thank Thee, that I live, and 
know the Exerciſes and Pieaſuſts of a Religious Lite. 
I bleſs Thee, that Thou haſt infuſed into me Uhine 
* own vital Breath, tho' I was once dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins (p); ſo tnat I am become, in a Senſe peculia! 
*© to Thine own Children, a living Soul (q). But it 13 


- * mine earneſt Deſire, that I may not only /ive, but 


* grow 3-grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 1 


Lord and Saviour Fejus Chriſt (r), upon an Acquain- 


| "Stance with whom my Progreſs in it ſo evidently de- 
*£-pends ! In this View I humbly intreat Thee, that Thou 
- *:wilt form my Mind to right Notions in Religion, that 


may not judge of Grace by any wrong Conceptions 
, ; 4 « 0 


n lo) 2 Sam, xv, 26. (P): Eph, ul, ve (4) Sen. ii, 7 (r) 2 Pet. ul, 18. 


lem, both naw and for ever (b) ! Amen.” ? 


e Cor. v. 9. lt) Phil. fi. 12, 13. (u) 1 Pet, 123. 


(x) 1 Pet. ii. 2. ) x Tim iv. 15. (z:) Eph. iv. 13. 


A (y 
43) Jahn i. 16, | (ö) 2 Pet. iii. 18. 


Ch. 26. after Growth in Grace. © 26g 


E* of it, nor meaſure my Advances in it by thoſe Things, 


* which are merely the Effects of Nature, and poſſibly 
« its corrupt Effects 


% May I be ſeeking after an Increaſe of Divine Love 
to Thee, my Gop and Father in Chriſt, of unreſerved | 
* Reſignation to Thy wiſe and holy Will, and of extenſive * -* | 


"00 


Benevolence to my Fellow. Creatures! May I grow in 
Patience and Fortitude of Soul, in Humility and Zeal, 
in Spiritually and a Heavenly Diſpoſition of Mind, and 
in a Concern, that whether preſent or abſent I may be 
« accepted of the Lord (s, Chat whether J live or die it 


may be for His Glory! Ina Word, as thou knoweſt 7 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, make me whate 


ever Thou wouldit delight to ſee me! Draw on my Soul, 


by the gentle Influences of 1 hy gracious Spi r, eve- 
* ry 'Trace and every Feature, which Thine Eye, O 
„Heavenly Father, may ſurvey with Pleaſure, and which 
Thou mayeſt acknowledge as I hine own Image 

* I am ſenſible, O Lord, I hawe not as yer attained! 
Vea, my Soul is utterly confounded to think, how far 
„ Iam from being already per fich: But this one Thing, 


cs 


(after the great. Example of Thine Apoſtle, and the 
much greater of His Lord,) I would endeavour to do; 


** forgetting the Things which are behind, | wou'd preſs 
* forwards to thoſe which are before (t). Oh that Thou 


© wouldit feed my Soul by Thy Word and Spirit! Hays 
'« ing been, as 1 humbly hope and truſt, regenerated hy 
it, being born again, not of corruptible Seed, but- in- 


66 


corruptible, even & Thy Word æubich li veth and 'a- 


* bideth for ever (u), as. a new born Babe I defire ibe 

*« ſincere Milk of the Word, that 1 may grow thereby (x). 
And may my profiting appear unto all Men (y), till at 
length I come unto a perfect? Man, unto the Meaſure of - 
the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrift (2); and after hav=- 


ing enjoyed the Pleaſures of thoſe that flouriſh eminently 


in Thy Courts below, be fixed in the Paradiſe above! I l 


.afk, and hope it thro' Him, of whoſe Fulneſs ve have 
all received, ven Grace for Grace (a) * To Him: 1 
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265 Foy ix GOD, eur Privilege and Duty, Ch. 27 
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CHAP. AI. 


The advanced Cnri1sTiIan reminded of the 


Mercies of Gop, and exhorted to the Ex- 
erciſes of habitual Love to Him, and Joy 
in Him. 


An holy Foy in GOD, our Privilege, as <vell as our Duty, 
$. 1. The Chriſtian invited to the Exerciſe of it; 
$. 2. (1.3 By the Repreſentation of Temporal Mercies. 
$. 3. (2.) By the Confideration of Spiritual Favours. 
$. 4. (3.) By the Views of Eternal Happineſs. F. 5. 
And, (4.) Of the Mercies of GOD to others, the Liv- 
ing, and the Dead. F. 6. The Chapter cloſes with an 
Exhortation to this Heawenly Exerciſe, F. 7. and with 

an Example of the genuine Warkings of this grateful 
Foy in GOD. 


$. 1. Y WOULD now ſuppoſe my Reader to find, on 
| an Examination of his Spiritual State, that he is 
.growing in Grace. And if you deſire, that this Growth 
may at once be acknowledged and promoted, let me call 
your Soul to that more affetionate Exerciſe of Love to 
GOD and Foy in Him, which ſuits, and ſtrengthens, and 
exalts the Character of the advanced Chriſtian ; and 
Which I beſeech you to regard, not only as your Pri- 
vilege, but as your Duty too. Love is the moi ſub- 
lime generous Principle of all true and acceptable Obedi- 
ence; and with Love, when ſo wiſely and happily fixed, 
when ſo certainly returned, Joy, proportionable ſoy, 
mult naturally be connected. It may juſtly grieve a Man 
that enters into the Spirit of Chriſtianity, to ſee how 
low a Life the Generality even of ſincere Chriſtiang com- 
monly live in this Reſpect. Ręjcict then in * yt 
"7 BY 7400, | Rig hteous, 


Ch. 27. The Chriſtian urged to the Exerciſe of it. 2675 
, «Righteous, and give Thanks at the Remembrance of his 


Holineſs (a), and of all thoſe other Perfections and Glo- 
ries, which are included in that majeſtick, that wonder» 
ful, that delightful Name, TE Logo Tur Gop! 
Spend not your ſacred Moments merely in Confeſſion, or 
in Petition, tho' each mult have their daily Share: But give 
a Part, a conſiderable Part, to the Celeſtial and Angelic 
Work of Praiſe. Yea, labour to carry about with you 
continually an Heart overflowing with ſuch Sentiments, 
warmed and inflamed with ſuch Affections. 

F. 2. ARE there not continually Rays enough diffuſed 
from the great Father of Light and Love, to inkindle 
it in our Bolom ? Come, my Chriſtian Friend and Bro- 
ther, come and ſurvey with me the Goodneſs of our Hea- 
venly Father. And Oh that He would give me ſuch a 
Senſe of it, that 1 might repreſent it in a ſuitable Man- 
ner; that <vhile I am muſing, the Fire may burn in my 
own Heart (b), and be communicated to yours! And Oh 
that it might paſs with the Lines I write, from Soul to 
Soul; awakening in the Breaſt of every Chrittan that 
reads them, Sentiments more worthy of the Children of 
Gop, and the Heirs of Glory; who are to ſpend an 
Eternity in thoſe facred Exerciſes, to which I am now 
endeayouring to excite you! 

F. 3. Have you not Reaſon to adopt the Words of 
David, and ſay, How many are Thy gracious Thoughts 
unto me, O Lord ! How great is the Sum of them ! When 
I would count them, they are more in Number than the 
Sand (c). You indeed know, where to begin the Survey; 
for the Favours of Gop to you begun with your Being. 
Ccmmemorate it therefore with a grateful Heart, that 7h 
Eyes which /aw your Sabſtance, being yet imperfed, be- 
held you with a friendly Care, avhen you ⁊vere made in 
Secret, and have watched over you ever ſince ; and that 
the Hand, which drew the Plan of your Members, when 
as yet there was none of them (d), not only faſhioned them 
at firſt, but from that Time has been concerned in #eep- 
ing all your Bones, ſo that not one of them is broken (e) 3 
and that indeed, it is to this you owe it, that you Jive. 
Look back upon the Path you have trod, from the Dag 8 

3 6 at 


7 xc vii. 12. (b) pfal. xxxix. 3. (c) Pſal, CXXXIX, 17, 78. N 
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268 It ſhould fill him with Joy to reflect Ch, 27. 


that God brought you out of the Womb, and ſay, whether 
you do not (as it were) ſee all the Road thick ſet with 
the Marks and Memorials of the Divine Goodneſs. Re- 
collect the Places where you have lived, and the Periuns 
with whom you have molt intimately converſed ; and call 
to Mind the Mercies you have received in thoſe Places, 
and from thoſe Perſons, as the Inſtruments of the Divine 
Care and Goodneſs. Recollect the Difficulties and Dan- 


gers, with which you have been ſurrounded ; and reflect 


attentively on what Gop hath done to defend you fron 
them, or to carry you through them. Think, how often 
there has been but a /lep betaveen you and Death; and how 
ſuddenly God hath ſometimes interpoſed to ſet you in 
Safety, even before you apprehended your Danger. Think 
of thoſe Chambers of Illneſs, in which you have been con- 


-fined, and from whence perhaps you once thought you 


ſhould go foxth no more; but /aid (with Hezekiah) in 
the cutting off of your Days, I ſhall go to the Gates of the 
Grawe, I am deprived of the Reſidue of my Years (f). God 
has, it may be, ſince that Time, added many Years to your 
Life ; and you know not how many may be in Reſerve, 
or how much Uſefulneſs and Happineſs may attend each. 


Survey your Circumſtances in Relative Life; how many 


kind Friends are ſurrounding you daily, and ſtudying 
how they may contribute to your Comfort. Reflect on 
thoſe remarkable Circumſtances in Providence, which oc- 


caſioned the knitting of ſome Bonds of this Kind, which, 


next to thoſe which joyn your Soul to Gop, you number 
among the happieſt. And forget not, in how many In- 


ſtances, when theſe dear Lites have been threatned, Lives 
perhaps more ſenſibly dear than your own, Gop hath 
given them back from the Borders of the Grave, and ſo 
added new Endearments ariſing from that tender Circim- 
Nance to all your After Converſe with them. Nor for- 
get, in how gracious a Manner He hath ſupported ſome 


others in their laſt Moments, and enabled them to leav- 
behind a ſweet Odour of Piety, which hath embalmed 
their Memories, revived you when ready to faint under 


the Sorrows of the firſt Separation, and, on the whole, 
made even the Recollection of their Death delightful. 


F. 4. Bur 
(Ff) Iſa. xxxvlli. 10. 


| F. 4. Bur it is more than Time, that I lead on your 
wy Thoughts to the many Spiritual Mercies which God hath 
th beſtowed upon you. Look back, as it were, to the Rock 
oy from whence you were hewn, and to the Hole of the Pit 
_ from whence you were digged (g) Reflect ſeriouſly on 
all the State, wherein Divine Grace found you: Under how 
wy much Guilt; under how much Pollution! In what Dan- 
_ ger ; in what Rum! Think what was, and Oh think with 
Let deeper Refleftion, what would have been the Caſe ! 
ett The Eye of Gop, which penetrates into Eternity; ſaw 
wy What your Mind, amuſed with the Trifleg of preſent Time 
2 and fenſual Gratification, was utterly ignorant and regard- 
" leſs of: It ſaw you on the Borders 3 and pi- 
By tied you 3 ſaw, that you would in a little Time have been 
nk ſuch a helpleſs, wretched Creature, as the Sinner that is 
Oy” Juſt now dead, and has to his infinite Surprize and ever- 
Fe laſting Terror met his unexpected Doom, and would like 
1 him ſtand thunder - ſtruck in Aſtoniſhment and Deſpair. 
re This Gop ſaw, and He pitied you; and being merciful 
1055 to you, He provided in the Counſels of His eternal Love 
wo and Grace a Redeemer for you, and purchaſed you to him- 
_ ſelf with che Blood of his Sen: A Price, which if you 
— will pauſe upon it, and think ſeriouſly what it was, ꝑuſt 
any ſurely affect you to ſuch a Degree, as to make you fall 
ung down before Gov in Wonder and Shame, to think that 
nir ſhould ever have been given for you. To accompliſh 
BY theſe bleſſed Purpoſes, He ſent his Grace into your Heart; 
In ſo that tho you were once Darkneſs, you are now Light 


"i in the Lord (h). He made that happy Change which 
fs you now feel in your Soul, and by his Holy Spirit which 
hath is given to you He fhed abroad that Principle of Lowe (i), 
3 lo which is inkindled by this Review, and now flames with 
f greater Ardor than before. Thus far He hath ſupported 


7 you in your Chriſtian Courſe ; and hawing obtained Help 
8 from Him it is, that you continue even to this Day (k). He 
en, hath not only bleſſed you, but made you a Bleſſing (1) : And 


tho* you have not been ſo uſeful, as that holy Generoſity 


3 to deſire; yet ſome Good you have done in the Station in 
ole, Which he has-fixed you. Some of your Brethren of nee : 
i 4:5: 388% | 8 ind 


Ad xxvi, 22, (1) Gen, xii, 2. 


Ch. 27. on his Temporal and Spiritual Mercies, 259 


of Heart, which He has excited, would have engaged you 


en. d Eh. v. 8. % Rom. v. {| 


270 He ſhould look forward to an Eternal State, Ch.? 7. 


kind have bren. relieved, perhaps too ſome thoughtleſs : ch 

Creature reclaimed to Virtue and Hap; ineſs, by rr a] ay 
ing on your Endeavours. Some in the Way to HeFn, 10 
are'praiſing Gop for you; and ſome perhaps already Mii 
there, are longing for your Arrival, that they may thank with 
you in nobler and more expreſſive Forms for Benefits, the = 
Importance of which they now ſufficiently underſtand, that 
tho* while here they could never conceive it. . 1 
$. 5. CHRISTIAN, look round on the numberleſs add 
Bleſſings of one Kind and of another, with which you ate whil 
already encom;afſed ; and advance your Profpett {till f:r- 2 
ther, to what Faith yet diſcovers avithin the Veil. Think uf 
of thoſe now unknown Tranſports, with which thou ſhalt nee. 
drop every Burthen in the Grave, and thine immortal Glor 
Spirit ſhall mount, light and joyful, holy and happy, to Heay 
God, its Original, its Support, and its Hope; to Gov, they 
the Source of Being, of Holineſs, and of Pleaſure ; to Thee 
IEsus, thro* whom all theſe Mercies are derived to thee, $. 
and who will appoint thee a Throne near his own, to be Gon 
for ever the Spectator and Partaker of his Glory. Think the b 
of the Rapture, with which thou ſhalt attend his Tri- licidie 
umph in the Reſurrection Day, and receive this poor minar 
mouldering corruptible Body transformed into his glorious ſhale + 


Image; and. then think, . "Theſe Hopes are not mine Stars 
alone, but the Hopes of "Thouſands and. Millions. Light, 
. ** Multitudes, whom I number among the deareſt of they I 
my Friends upon Earth, are rejoicing with me in be ev 
*. theſe Apprehenſions and Views: And Gop gives me thou ( 
«« ſometimes to ſee the Smiles on their Cheeks, the and let 
s ſweet humble Hope that ſparkles in their Eyes, ard Wy! Lo 
& ſhines thro” the Tears of tender Gratitude ; and to fore th 
hear that little of their inward Complacency and Joy, Cur to 
** which Language can expreſs. Yea, and Multitudes as far 2 
more, who were once equally dear to me with theſe, When ii 
, tho” J have laid them in the Grave, and wept over 
, their Duſt, are /iving 10 GOD, living in the Poſſeſ- 
| % fion of inconceiveable Delights, and drinking large Mean. 
| © Draughts of the Water of Life which flows in per- e prod 
1 petuaf Streams at Bis Right Hand.. ; 
3.6. O Cunt5T1aN, thou art {till intimately united 
and allied to them. Death cannot break a Friend(hip 
thus/ cemented, and it ought not to render thee inſenſble 
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Joy, 


of the Happineſs of thoſe Friends, for whoſe Memory 
thou retainelt ſo juſt an Honour, They live to GOD, as 
his Seryants ; they /erwve him, and ſee his Face (m); and 
they make but a ſmall Part of that glorious Aſſembly. 
Millions, equally worthy of thine Eſteem and Affection 
with themſelves, inhabit thoſe bliſsful Regions : And wilt 
thou not rejoice in their Joy? and wilt thou not adore 
that everlaſting Spring of Holineſs and Happineſs, from 
whence each of theſe Streams is derived? Yea, I will 
add, while the bleſſed A4rge/s are ſo kindly regarding us, 
while they are miniſiring to thee, O Chriſtian, and bear- 
ing thee in their Arms, as an Heir of Salvation (n), 
wilt thou not rejoice in their Felicity too ? and wilt thou 
not adore that Gop, who gives them all the ſuperior 
Glory of their more exalted Nature, and gives them a 
Heaven, which fills them with Bleſſedneſs, even while 
oy ſeem to withdraw from it, that they may attend on 

ee? 0 

y. 7. Tarts, and infinitely more than this, the Bleſſed 
God is, and was, and ſhall ever be. The Felicities of 
the bleſſed Spirits that ſurroand his Throne, and thy Fe- 
licities, - O Chriſtian, are immortal. Theſe Heavenly Lu- 
minaries ſhall glow with an undecaying Flame ; and thou 
ſhalt ſhine and burn among them, when the Sun and the 
Stars are gone out. Still ſhall the unchanging Father of 
Lizhts pour forth his Beams upon them; and the Luſtre 
they reflect from him, and their Happineſs in him, ſhall 
be everlaſting, ſhall be ever growing. Bow down, O 
thou Child of Gop, thou Heir of Glory, bow down, 
and let all that is within thee unite in one Act of grate- 
ful Love ; and let all that is around thee, all that 1s be- 
lore thee in the ProſpeRs of an unbouaged Eternity, con- 


Sh. 27. and conſider the Foy that ot ers poſſeſs. 271 


cur to elevate and tranſport thy Soul; that thou mayeſt, 
as far as poſſible, begin the Work and Bleſſedneſs of Hea- 


itudes 
the le, 
over 
offel- 
large 
n per- 


dine Heart to his gracious Influences, and in breathing 
but before him that Incenſe of Praiſe, which theſe warm 
beams of his Preſence and Love have ſo great a Tendency 
9 produce, and to ennoble with a Fragrancy reſembling 


* at of his Paradiſe above. 
aß BY. © Ne e 
enſibe | (mm) Rey, xxii. 3, 4. (n) Heb, i, 14. by 


den, in falling down before the Gop of it, in opening”. 


272 An Example of the genuine IWorkings Ch. 27. 


Ct 
The grateful Soul rejoicing in the Bleſſings of Providence * 
and Grace, and pouring out itſelf before GOD in vigo- 7 
rous and affeftionate Exerciſes of Love and Praiſe. . 
T O my Gop, It is enough ! I have uf, and L 
60 the Fire burneth (0) ! But Oh, in what Language | 
0 ſhall the Flame break forth! What can ſay but this, 7 
« that my Heart admires Thre, and adores Thee, and py | 
* loves Thee ! My little Veſſel is as full as it can hold ; : 
„and I would pour out all that Fulneſs before Thee, that 8 
« jt may grow capable of receiving more and more, _ 
© Thou art my Hope, and my Help; my Glory, and the 4 b 
« Lifter up of my Head (p). My Heart rejoiceth in Thy 5 n 
% Salvation (q); and when I ſet myſelf, under the In- T 
e fluences of Thy good Spirit, to converſe with Thee, TV 
* a Thouſand delightful Thoughts ſpring up at once; a 5 $ 
*© Thouſand Soufces of Pleaſure are unſealed, and flow - 
in uf on my Soul with ſuch Refreſhment and Joy, that « þ 
they ſeem to croud into every Moment the Happineſs Ns 
% of Days, and Weeks and Months. 5 
*© ] bleſs Thee, O Gop, for this Soul of min, Fo : 
% which Thou haſt created; which Thou haſt taught to 10 b 
„% ſay, and I hope to the happieſt Purpoſe, here i, RY 
© GOD my Maker (r)? I bleſs Thee for the Knowledge, * 2 
% with which Thou haſt adorned it. I bleſs Thee for 5 
© that Grace, with which, I truſt I may (not without 8 
« humble Wonder) ſay, Thou haſt fandlified it; tho , ir 
« alas, the Celeſtial Plant is fixed in too barren a Soil, 3 
and does not flouriſh to the Degree I could wiſh. BG. 
& I bleſs Thee alſo for that Body which Thou haft 7 
given me, and which Thou preſeryeſt as yet in it 7 R 
«© Strength and Vigour ; not only capable of reliſhing the 40 | 
Entertainments which Thou provideft for its various 10 7 
* Senſes, but (which I eſteem far more valuable than th 
any of them for its own Sake,) capable of acting with * 1 
* ſome Vivacity in Thy Service. I bleſs Thee for that 4 
© Eaſe and Freedom, with which theſe Limbs of mine | * 


«© move themſelves, and obey the Dictates of my Spirit, « Þ} 
% hope as guided by Thine, I bleſs Thee, that 7! T 
l 66 Keeper. 


b (00 Pſal. xxxix. 3. Pſal, ili. 3. Pſal, xiii, 5. 
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Ch. 27. a grateful Joy in GOD, 2 


Keepers of the Houſe do not yet tremble, nor the Strong 
« Men bow themſelves ; that they that look out of the 
« Windows are nit yet darkened, nor the Daughters of 
« Muſick brought low ; I bleſs Thee, O Goo, of my 
Lite, that the Silver Cords are not yet /oſed, nor the 
Golden Bowl broken (s): For it is Thine Hand that 
« braces all my Nerves, and Thine Infinite Skill that 
prepares thoſe Spirits, which flow in ſo freely, and 
when exhauſted recruit ſo ſoon and ſo plentifully. 
I praiſe Thee for that Royal Bounty, with which 
Thou provideſt for the daily Support of Mankind in 
general, and for mine in particular; for the various 
Lable which Thou ſpreadeſt before me, and for the 
* overflowing Cup which Thou putteft into my Hands (t). 
I bleſs Thee, that theſe Bounties of Thy Providence 
do not ſerve, as it were, to upbraid a diſabled Appe- 
** Lites, and are not Jie Mefſes of Meat ſet before the Dead. 
* I bleſs Thee too, that J eat not my Morſel alone (u), 
** but ſhare it with ſo many agreeable Friends, who add 
the Reliſh of a Social Life to that of the Animal at 
our Seaſons of common Repaſt. I thank Thee for 
ſo many dear Relatives at Home, for ſo many kind 
Friends Abroad, who are capable of ſerving me in va- 
rious Inſtances, and diſpoſed to make an obliging Uſe 
of that Capacity. 
** Nor would I forget to acknowledge Thy Favour, 
in rendering me capable of ſerving others, and giving 
me in any Inſtances to know, how much more bleed 
i is to give, than to receive (x). I thank Thee for 
a Heart waich feels the Sorrows of the Neceſſitous, 
and a Mind which can make it my early Care and 
Refreſhment to contrive, according to my little Abi- 
lity, for their Relief: For this alſo cometh forth from 
Thee, O Lord (y), the great Author of every bene- 
volent Inclination, of every prudent Scheme, of e.ery 
* ſucceſsful Attempt to ſpread Happineſs around us, or 
in any Inftance to leſſen Diſtreſs. | 
** And ſurely, O Lord, If I thus acknowledge the 
* Pleaſures of Sympathy with the Afflicted, much more 
** muſt I bleſs Thee for thoſe of Sympathy with the Happy, 
N 3 Wit h 
(t) Pſal. xiii. 5. (u) Job xxx. 17. 
(y) Iſa. XXVIli. 29. 


(e) Eecl. xii, 4, 6. 
(x) Ads XX, - 4, y 
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274 An Example of the genuine Workings Ch. 25. 


with thoſe that are compleatly Bleſſed. I adore The: 
for the Streams that water Paradiſe, and maintain i: 
in ever-flouriſhing, ever-growing Delight, I praiſe 
Thee for the Reſt, the Joy, the Tranſport, Thou ar: 
giving to many that were once dear to me on Earth; 
whoſe Sorrows it was my Labour to ſooth, and whoſc 
Joys, eſpecially in Thee, it was the Delight of my 
Heart to promote. I praiſe Thee for the Bleſſedneſs of 
every Saint, and of every Angel, that ſurrounds Thy 
Throne above; and I praiſe 'I'hee, with Accents of 
diſtinguiſned Pleaſure, for that reviving Hope which 
Thou haſt implanted in my Boſom, that I ſhall'ere long 
know by clear Sight, and by everlaſting Experience, 
what that Felicity of theirs is, which 1 now only dif- 
cover at a Diſtance, thro' the comparatively obſcure 
Glaſs of Faith. Even now, thro' Thy Grace, do I feel 
my ſelf borne forward by Thy ſupporting Arm to thoſe 
Regions of Bleſſedneſs. Even now, am I waiting for 
Thy Salvation (z), with that ardent Deſire on the one 
hand, which its ſublime Greatn-ſs cannot but inſpire 
into the believing Soul, and that calm Reſignation 
on the other, which the Immutability of Thy Pro- 
miſe eſtabliſhes, 


* And now, O my Gor, What ſhall I ſay unto 


Thee! What, but that 7 love Thee above all the 
Powers of Language to expreſs! That I love Thee for 
«what Thou art to Thy Creatures, who are in their various 
Forms, every Moment deriving Being, Knowledge and 
Happinels, ' Sou Thee, in Numbers and Degrees, far 
beyond what my narrow Imagination can conceive. 
But O I adore and love Thee, yet far more, for hat 


* Thou art in Thy/elf, for thoſe Stores of Perfection 


which Creation has not dimiſhed, and which can 
never be exhauſted by all the Effects of it which Thou 
imparteſt to Thy Creatures; that Infinite Perfection, 


which makes Thee Thine own Happineſs, Thine own 
End; amiable, infinitely amiable and venerable, were 


all derived Excellence and Happineſs forgot. 


O Thou firſt, Thou greateſt, Thou faireſt of all 


Objects! Thou only great, Thou only fair, poſſeſs all 


my Soul ! And ſurely Thou doſt poſſeſs it. While l 
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thus feel Thy ſacred Spirit breathing on my Heart, 
and exciting theſe Feryours of Love to Thee, I cannot 
doubt it any more, than I can doubt the Reality of this 
Animal Life, while I exert the Actings of it, and feel 
its Senſations, Surely, if ever 1 knew the Appetite-of 
Hunger, my Soul 4ungers after Rizhteouſneſs (a), and 
longs for a greater Conformity to Thy Bleſſed Nature 


and Holy Will. If ever my Palate felt Thirlt, 27 


Soul tbirfteth for GOD, even for the living GOD (b, 
and panteth for the more abundant Communication of 
His Favour. If ever this Body, when wearied with 
Labours or journies, knew what it was to wiſh for the 
Refreſhment of my Bed and rejoiced to reſt there, my 
Soul with ſweet Acquieſcence reſts upon Thy gracious 
Boſom, O my Heavenly Father, and returns 19 its 
Repo/e-in the Embraces of its Gop, who hath dealt 


fo bountifully xwith it (e). And if ever I ſaw the Face 


of a beloved Friend with Complacency and Joy, I re- 
Joice in beholding Thy Face, O Lord, and in calling 
Thee my Father in Chriſt, Such Thou art, and ſuch 
Thou wilt be, for Time, and for Eternity. What have 
I more to do, but to commit myſelf to Thee for both ? 
leaving it to Thee to chuſe mine Inheritance, und to 
order my Affairs for me (d), while all my Buſineſs is to 
ſerve Thee, and all my Delight to praiſe Thee. My 
Soul follows hard after GOD, becauſe His Right Hand 
upholds me (e). Let it ſtill bear me up, and I ſhall preſs 
on towards Thee, till all my Deſires be accompliſhed 
in the Eternal Enjoyment of Thee! Amen.” 


(a) Mat. v. 6, (b) Pſal. xlii. 2. (e) Plal, exvi. 7. 
(4) Plal. xlvii, 4. (e) Plal. Ixiii, 8. 
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C HAP. XXVIII. 


The Eſtabliſhed CHRISTIAN urged to exert 
himſelf for Purpoſes of Uſefulneſs. 


A fincere Love to COD will expreſs itfelf, not only in Do. 
votion, but in Benevolence to Men. F. 1, 2. This 1. 
the Command of GOD. F. 3. The true Chriſtian feel: 
his Soul wrought to a Holy Conformity to it; & 4. and 
therefore aui defire Inſtructions on this Head. F. 5. 
Accordingly Directions are given for the Improvement 

| of warious Talents: Particularly, (1.) Genius and 
Learning. F. 6. (2.) Power. F. 7 (3) Domeſlick 
Authority. F. 8. (4.) Efteem. F. 9. (5 Riches. F. 10. 
Several good Ways of employing them hinted at. F. 11. 
Prudence in Expence urged, for the Support of Cha- 
rity. F. 12, 13. Divine Direction in this Reſpe to 
be fouoht. F. 14. The Chriſtian breathing after more 
extenſive Uſefulneſs. 


$. 1. CUCH as I have deſcribed in the former Chap- 
ter, I truſt, are and will be the frequent Exer- 
ciſes of your Soul before Gop. Thus will your Love 
and Gratitude breathe itſelf forth in the Divine Preſence, 
and will, thro' Jesus the great Mediator, come up before 
it as Incenſe, and yield an acceptable Savour. But then 
you muſt remember, this will not be e only Efe of 
that Love to Gop, which I have ſuppoſed ſo warm in 
your Heart. If it be ſincere, it will not ſpend itſelf in 
Words alone; but will diſcover itſelf in Actions, and will 
produce, as its genuine Fruit, an unfeigned Love to your 
Fellow-Creatures, and an unwearied Deſire and Labour 
to do them Good continually. 
$. 2. 
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ſay, © looked upon me with ſo graciqus an Eye ; has He 
© not only forgiven me Ten Thouſand Offences, but in- 
„ riched me with ſuch a Variety of Benefits; Oh what 
« fall 1 render to him for them all ! Inſtruct me, Oh ye 


„ thren in the Family of my Heavenly Father ! Inſtruct 
me above all, Oh thou Spirit of Wiſdom and of Love, 
« what I may be able to do, to expreſs my Love to the 

ere „great Eternal Fountain of Love, and to approve my 
Fidelity to Him, who has already done ſo much to 
« engage it, and who will take ſo much Pleaſure in 
„ owning and rewarding it!“ 


Do. $. 3. Tris, O Chriſtian, 7s he Command which aue 
5 78 have heard from the Beginning, and it will ever con- 
eels tinue in unimpaired Force, that he who loveth GOD, 
ard ſhould love his Brother alfa (a) ; and ſhould expreſs that 
. Love, not in Nord and in Profeſſion alone, but in Deed 
ent and in Truth (b). You are to /ove your Neighbour as 
and yourſelf ; to love the whole Creation of GOD ; and, ſo 
ich far as your Influence can extend, muſt endeavour to make 
10. it happy. ä a | | 
11 4. Yes,” will you ſay, and I do love it. I 
ha- feel the golden Chain of the Divine Love incircling us 
to all, and binding us cloſe to each other, joining us in 
ore ** one Body, and diffuſing (as it were) one Soul thro? all. 


May Happineſs, true and ſublime, perpetual and ever- 
growing Happineſs, reign thro* the whole World of 
_ „God's rational and obedient Creatures in Heaven and 
P on Earth! And may every revolted Creature, that is 
capable of being recovered and reſtored, be made obe- 
dient! Yea, may the neceſſary Puniſhment of thoſe, 


ih * who are irrecoverable, be over-ruled by Infinite Wiſ- 
nen ** dom and Love to the Good of t he Whole!“ 


of F. 5. Tags are right Sentiments ; and if they are 
indeed the Sentiments of your Heart, O Reader, and 
| not an empty Form of vain Words, they will be attended 
vill with a ſerious Concern to a& in Subordination to this 
great Scheme of Divine Providence, according 'to your 
Abilities in their utmoſt Extent. And to this Purpoſe, 


(a) I John iv. 21. (b) 1 John ili, 18, 


F. 2. Has the great Father of Mercies,” will you 


* Oracles of Eternal Truth! Inſtrut me, ye elder Bre- 


they will put you on ſurveying the peculiar Circumſtances 


is 
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278 He ſhould improve his Capacity, 
of your Life and Being ; that you may diſcover what 
Opportunities of Uſefulneſs they now afford, and how 
thoſe Opportunities and Capacities may be improved. En- 
ter therefore into ſuch a Survey; not that you may pride 
yourſelves in the Diſtinctions of Divine Providence or 


Grace towards you, or hawing received, may glory as if 


you had not received (c) ; but that you may deal faithfully 
with the great Proprietor, whoſe Steward you are, and 
by whom you are intruſted with every Talent, which, 
with Reſpect to any Claim from your Fellow Creatures, 
you may call your own. And here, having Gifts dit. 

ering according to the Grace <vhich is given unto us d, 
let us hold the Balance with an impartial Hand, that ſo 
we may determine what it is that Gop requires of us; 
which is N leſs, than doing the moſt we can invent, 
contrive, and effect, for the general Good. But, Oh how 
ſeldom is this Eſtimate faithfully made ! And how much 
does the World around us, and how much do our own 
Souls ſuffer, for Want of that Fidelity! 

F. 6. Harn Gov given you Genius and Learning“ 
Tt was not, that you might amuſe or deck yourſelf with 
it, and kindle a Blaze which ſhould only ſerve to attract 
and dazzle the Ey of Men. It was intended, to be 
the Means of leading both yourſelf and them to „e Fa- 
ther of Lights. And it will be your Duty, according to 
the peculiar Turn of that Genius and Capacity, either to 
endeavour to improve and adorn Human Life, or, by 3 
more direct Application of it to Divine Subjects, to plead 
the Cauſe of Religion, to defend its Truths, to enforce 
and recommend its Practice, to deter Men from Courics 
which would be diſhonourable to Gop and fatal to them- 
ſelves, and to try the utmoſt Efforts of all the Sclemnity 
and Tenderneſs with which you can clothe your Ad- 
dreſſes, to lead them into the Paths of Virtue and Hap- 
medals... 

$. 7. Has Gop inveſted you with Power, whether 
it be in a larger or ſmaller Society? Remember, that 
this Power was given you, that Gop might be honoured, 
and thoſe fron. under your Government, whether D-- 
meſticł or Publick might be made happy. Be concerned 
therefore, that whether you be intruſted with the Red, * 

| i 


c) 1 Cor, iv, 7, 


d) Rom, xii, 6, 


Ch. 28. 
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of thoſe Bleſlings ; labour to engage them to an high Eſ- 


a 72 le) Rom, xiii, 4. (f) Did. (8) Pſal, Izxxv. 135 


the Sword, it may not be borne in vain (e). Are you a 
Magiſtrate? Have you any Share in the great and tre- 


mendous Charge of enacting Laws ? Reverence the Au- 


thority of the ſupream Legiſlator, the great Guardian of 
Society: Promote none, conſent to none, which you do 
not in your own Conſcience eſteem, in preſent Circum- 
ſtances, an Intimation of his Vill; and in the Eftabliſh- 
ment of which you do not firmly believe you ſhall: be 
his Miniſter for Good (f). Have you the Charge of exe- 
cuting Laus? Put Life into them by a vigorous and ſtre- 
nuous Execution, according to the Nature of the particu- 


lar Office your bear. Retain not an empty Name of Au- 


thority. Permit not yourſelf, as it were, to fall aſleep 
on the Tribunal. Be active, be wakeful, be obſervant 
of what paſſeth around you. Protect the Upright, and 
the Innocent. Break in Pieces the Power of the Oppreſſor, 
Unveil every diſhoneſt Art. Diſgrace, as well as defeat 
the Wretch, that makes his diſtinguiſhed Abilities the 
Diſguiſe or Protection of the Wickedneſs, which he ought 
rather to endeavour to expoſe, and to drive out of the 
World with Abhorrence. | 

F. 8. ARE you placed only at the Head of a private 
Family ? Rule it for GOD. Adminiſter the Concerns of 
that little Kingdom with the ſame Views, and on the 


fame Principles, which I have been inculcating on the 


Powerful and the Great; if by an unexpected Accident 
any of them ſhould ſuffer their Eye to glance upon- the 
Paſſage above. Your Children and Servants are your 
natural Subjects. Let good Order be eſtabliſhed among 
them, and keep them under a regular Diſcipline. Let 
them be inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, that they 
may know how reaſonable ſuch a Diſcipline is ; and let 
them be accuſtomed to act accordingly. You cannot 
indeed change their Hearts, but you may very much in- 


Hence their Conduct; and by that Means may preſerve 


them from mony res, may do a great Deal to make 
them good Members of Scciety, and may et them as it 
were in the Way of GOD“, Steps (g), it peradventure paſſing 
by He may bleſs them with the Riches of his Grace. An 

fail nat to do your utmoſt to convince them of their Need 
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teem of them, and to an earne Deſire after them, as in- 
comparably more valuable than any Thing elſe. 

$. 9. AcaiN, Has Gop been pleaſed to raiſe you to 
Eſteem among your Felloau- Creatures, which is not al- 
ways in Proportion to a Man's Rank or Poſſeſſions in 
Human Life ? Are your Counſels heard with Attention ? 
Is your Company ſought? Does Gop give you good Ac- 
ceptance in the Eyes of Men, ſo that they do not only 
put the faireſt Conſtruction on your Words, but overlook 
Faults of which you are conſcious to yourſelf, and conſider 
your Actions and Performances in the molt indulgent and 
tavourable Light ? You ought to regard this, not only as 
a Favour of Providence, and as an Encouragement to you 
chearfully to purſue your Duty, in the ſeveral Branches of 
it, for the Time to come; but alſo, as giving you much 
greater Opportunities of Uſefulneſs, than in your preſen: 
Station you could otherwiſe have had, If your Charac- 
ter has any Weight in the World, throw it into the right 
Scale. Endeavour to keep Virtue ant Goodneſs in Coun- 
tenance. AﬀeCtionately give your Hand to model: 


Worth, where it ſeems to be depreſſed or overlooked ; 


tho' ſhining, when viewed in its proper Light, with a 
Luſtre which you may think much ſuperior to- your own. 
Be an Advocate for Truth; be a Counſellor of Peace; be 
an Example of Candour ; and do all you can to reconcile 
the Hearts of Men, and eſpecially of Good Men, to each 
other,. however they may differ in their Opinions about 
Matters which it is poſſible for Good Men to.diſpute. And 
let the Caution and Humility of your Behaviour, in Cir- 
cumſtances of ſuch ſuperior Eminence, and amidit ſo ma- 
ny Tokens of general Eſteem, filently reprove the Raſh- 
neſs and Haughtineſs of thoſe, who perhaps are remark- 
able for little elſe; or who, if their Abilities were. indeed. 
confiderable, muſt be deſpiſed, and whoſe Talents muſt be 
in a great Meaſure loſt to the Pablick, till that Raſhae!s 
and Haughtineſs of Spirit be ſubdued. Nor ſuffer your- 
{elf to be interrupted in this generous and worthy Courſe, 
by the little Attacks of Envy, and Calumny, which you 
may meet with in it. Be ſtill. attentive to the general 
Good, and ſteadily reſolute in your Efforts to promote it; 
and leave it to Providence, to guard or to reſcue your 
Character from the baſe Aſſaults of Malice and ch 
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hood ; which will often, without your Labour, confute 


themſelves, and heap upon the Authors greater Shame, or 


(if they are inacceſſible to that,) greater In/amy, than 
your Humanity will allow you to with them. 

F. 10, Ox cE more, Has Go p blelt you with Riches? 
Has he placed you in ſuch Circumſtances, that you have 
more than you abſolutely need for the Subſiſtence of your- 
ſelf and your Family? Remember your approaching Ac- 
count. Remember what an Incumbrance theſe Things 
often prove to Men in the Way of their Salvation, and 
how often, according to our Lord's expreſs Declaration, 
they render it as difficult to enter into the King dom of 
GOD, as it is for a Camel to go thro the Eye of a 
Needle (h). Let it therefore be your immediate, your 
earneſt, and your daily Prayer, that Riches may not be 
a Snare and a Shame to you, as they are to by far the 
greater Part of their Poſleſſors. Appropriate, I beſeech 
you, ſome certain Part and Proportion of your Eſtate and 
Revenues, to charitable Uſes 3; with a proviſional In- 
creaſe, as GOD Hall proſper you, in any extraordinary 
Inſtance. By this Means you will always have a Fund 
of Charity at hand: And you will probably be more 
ready to communicate, when you look upon what is ſa 
depoſited, as not in any Senſe your own ; but as already 
actually given away to thoſe Uſes, tho' not yet affixed to 
particular Objects. It is not for me to ſay, what that 
Proportion ought to be. To thoſe who have large Reve- 
nues, and no Children, perhaps a Third or one Half may 
be too little: To theſe whoſe Incomes are ſmall, and their 
Charge conſiderable, tho' they have ſomething more than 
is abſolutely neceitary, it is poſſible a Tentb may be 700 
much, But pray, that Gop would guide your Mind ; 
make a Trial for one Year, on ſuch Terms, as in your 
Conſcience you. think will be moſt pleaſing to Him ; and 
let your Obſervations on that, teach you to fix your Pro- 
portion for the next: always remembring, that He re- 
quires Juſtice in the firſt Place, and Alms deeds only fo 
far as may conſiſt with thit. Yet at the ſame Time take 
heed: of that treacherous, deluſive, and in many Inſtances 


celtrutive Imagination, that Fuftice to your own Fa- 
mig requires that you ſhould. leave ; our Children wery 


rich x. 
(b) Mat, zig. 24s 
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rents the Lives of thoſe Darlings, for whom they laid up 
the Portion of the Poor; and what fatal Conſequences of 
Divine Diſpleaſure may attend it to thoſe that yet ſurvive, 
Gop only knows, and I heartily pray, that you or yours 
may never learn by Experience. 

$. 11. Ax d that your Heart may be yet more opened, 
and that your Charity may be directed to the beit Pur- 
Poſes, let me briefly mention @ Variety of good Uſes, 
which may call for the Conſideration of thote, hon 
Gop has in this Reſpect diſtinguiſhed by an Ability to 
do good. To aſſiſt the Hints I am to offer, look round cn 
the Neighbourhood in which you live. Think how many 
honeſt and induſtrious, perhaps too I might add religion, 
People, are making very hard Shifts to ſtruggle thro' 


Life. Think what a Comfort that would* be to them, 


which you might, without any Inconvenience, ſpare 
from that Abutdance whick Gop hath given you 
Hearken alſo to any extraordinary Calls of Charity 
which may happen, eſpecially thoſe of a publick Nature ; 
and help them forward with your Example, and your 
Intereſt, which perhaps may be of much greater Impor- 


tance than the Sum which you contribute, conſidered in 


itſelf. Have a Tongue to plead for the Neceſſitoue, as 
well as a Hand to relieve them; and endeavour to diſ- 
countenance thoſe poor ſhameful Excuſes, which Covet- 
ouſneſs often dictates to thoſe, whoſe Art may indeed {ct 
ſome Varniſh on what they ſuggeſt, but ſo flight a one 
that the coarſe Ground will appear thro' jr. See how 
many poor Children are wandering naked and ignorant 
about the Streets, and in the Way to all Kinds of Vice 
and Miſery; and conſider what can be done, towards 


clothing ſome of them at leait, and inſtructing them in 


the Principles of Religion. Would every thrivins Fa- 
mily in a Town, which is able to afford Help on ſuch 
Occaſions, caſt a pity ing Eye on one poor Family in its 
Neighbourhood, and take it under their Patronage, to 
aſſiſt in feeding, and clothing, and teaching the Children, 
in ſupporting it in Affliction, in deſending it from 
Wrongs, and in adviſing thoſe that have the Management 
of it, as Circumſtances might require, how great a Dif- 
{erence would ſoon be produced in the Appe.rance of 
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Things amongſt us ? 
there be no publick Infirmary at hand to which you can 
introduce them, (where your Contribution will yield the 
largeſt Increaſe,) you may do ſomething towards relieving 
them at Home, and ſupplying them with Advice and 
Medicines, as well as with proper Diet and Attendance, 
Conſider alſo the Spiritual Nece//ities of Men; in 
providing for which, I ſhould particularly recommend to 


you the very important and noble Charity, of a/i/ting 


young Perſons of Genius and Piety, with what is neceſſary 
to ſupport the Expence of their Education for the Miniſtry, 
in a proper Courſe of Grammatical or Academical $tu- 
dies. And grudge not ſome Proportion of what Gop 
hath given you, to thoſe, who reſigning all Temporal 
Views to miniſter ro you the Goſpel of Chrift, have ſurely 


an equitable Claim to be ſupported by you, in a Capa- 


city of rendering you thoſe Services, however laborious, 
to which for your Sakes, and that of our common Lord, 
they have devoted their Lives. And while you are ſo 
abundantly ſatisfied with the Goodneſs of GOD"s Heule, 
even of his holy Temple (i), have Compaſſion on thoſe wha 
dwell in a Deſart Land; and rejoice to do ſomething to- 
wards ſending among the diſtant Nations of the*Heazhen 
World, that glorious Goſpel which hath ſo long continued 
unknown to Multitudes, tho* the Knowledae of it, with 
becoming Regard, be Life everlaſting. Theſe are a 
few important Charities, which I would point ont to 
thoſe, whom Providence has enriched with its peculiar 
Bounties : And it renders Gold more, precious, than. it 


could appear in any other Light, that it is capable of be- 


ing employed for ſuch Purpoſes. But if you ſhould not 
have Gold to ſpare for them, contribute your Silver Or 
as a Farthing, or a Mite, is not overlooked by G OD, 
when it is given from a truly generous and charitable 
Heart (k), let that be chearfully dropped into the Trea- 
fary, where richer Offerings cannot be afforded. | 
F. 12. AND, that amidſt ſo many preſſing Demands 
far Charity, you may be better furniſhed to anſwer them, 


ſeriouſly reflect on your Manner of Living. I ſay not, 
that Gop requires, you ſhould become one of the many 
Poor, relieved out of your Income. The Support of So- 


(3) Paal. lxv. . (k) Mark xii. 42, 43. 
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ciety, as at preſent eſtabliſhed, will not only permit, but 
require, that ſome Perſons ſhould allow themſelves in the 
Elegancies and Delights of Life; by furniſhing which, 
Multitudes of poor Families are much more creditably 
and comfortably ſubſiſted, with greater Advantage to 
themielves and Safety to the Publick, than they could 
be, if the Price of their Labours, or of the Commodi— 
ties in which they deal, were to be given them as an Alms : 
Nor can I imagine it grateful 'to Gop, that his Gifts 
ſhould be refuſed, as it they were meant for Snares and 
Curſes, rather than Benefits. This were to fruſtrate the 
benevolent Purpoſes of the gracious Father of Mankind, 
and if carried to its Rigour would be a Sort of Conſpiracy 
againſt the whole Syſtem of Nature. Let the Bounties of 
Providence be uſed ; but let us carefully ſee to it, that it 
be in a moderate and prudent Manner, leſt, by our own 
Folly, that which ſhould have been for our Welfare, be- 
come a Trap (1). Let Conſcience ſay, my dear Reader, with 
regard to yourſelf, what Proportion of the good Things 
you poſſeſs your Heavenly Father intends for yourſelf, and 
what for your Brethren ; and live not, as if you had 20 
Brethren, as if pleaſing yourſelf, in all the Magnificence 
and Luxury you can deviſe, were the End for which you 
were ſent into the World. I fear, this is the Exceſs of 
the preſent Age, and not an Exceſs of Rigour and Mor- 
tification. Examine therefore your Expences, and com- 
pare them with your Income. That may be ſhamefully 
extravagant in you, which may not only be pardonable, 
but commendable in another of ſuperior Eſtate. Nor can 
you be ſure, that you do not exceed, merely becauſe you 
do not plunge yourſelf in Debt, nor render yourſelf in- 
capable of laying up any Thing for your Family. If 
you be diſabled from doing any Thing for the Poor, or any 
Thing proportionable to your Rank in Life, by that gen- 
teel and elegant Way of Living which you affect, Gop 
muſt diſapprove of ſuch a Conduct; and you ought, as 
you will anſwer it to him, to retrench it. And tho' the 
Divine Indulgence will undoubtedly be exerciſed to thoſe, 
in whom there is a fincere Principle of Faith in Christ, 
and undiſſembled Lowe, to GOD and Man, tho! it act not 
to that Height of Beneficence and Uſefulneſs which might 

| have 


(I) Pfal, Ixix, 22. 
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have been attained ; yet be aſſured of this, that He aubo 
rendereth to every one according to his Works, will have 
a ſtrict Regard to the Degrees of Goodneſs in the Diltri- 
bution of final Rewards : So that every neglected Oppor- 
tunity draws after it an irreparable Loſs, which will go 
into Eternity along with you. And let me add too, that 
every Inſtance of Negligence indulged renders the Mind 


' ſtill more and more indolent and weak, and conſequently 


more indiſpoſed to recover the Ground which has been 
ors or even to maintain that which has hitherto been 
ept. 

55 13. Cour LAIN not, that this is impoſing hard 
Things upon you, I am only directing your Pleaſures 
into a nobler Channel; and indeed that Frugality, which 
is the Source of ſuch a Generoſity, far from being at all 
injurious to your Reputation, will rather, amongſt Wiſe 
and Good Men, greatly promote it. But you have far 
nobler Motives before you, than thoſe which ariſe from 
their Regards. I ſpeak to you, as to a Chi/d of GOD, 
and a Member of Chriſt ; as joined therefore by the moſt 
intimate Union to all the Poore/? of thoſe that believe in 
him. I ſpeak to you, as to an Heir of Eternal Glory, who 
ought therefore to have Sentiments great and ſublime, 
in ſome Proportion to that expected Inheritance. 

F. 14. Cast about therefore in your Thoughts, what 
Good is to be done, and what You can do, either in your 
own Perſon, or by your Intereſt with others ; and go 
about it with Reſolution, as in the Name and Preſence of 
the Lord. And as the Lord giveth Wiſdom, and out of 
his Mouth cometh Knowledge and Underſlanding Im), go 
to the Foot-ſtool of his Throne, and there ſeek that Guid- 
ance and that Grace, which may ſuit your preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, and may be effectual to produce the Fruits 
of Holineſs and Uſefulneſs, to His more abundant Glory, 
and to the Honour of your Chriſtian Profeſſion. 


The Eftabliſhed CHRISTIAN breathing after more exten 
| five Uſefulneſs. 

= Bountiful Father, and Sovereign Author of all 

es Good, whether Natural or Spiritual! 1 bleſs 


* Thee for the various Talents, with which Thou haſt 


| «« enriched 
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% ſtrument in dealing out a few of Thy Bounties; that J 


60 may | 
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enriched ſo undeſerving a Creature, as I muſt acknow- 
ledge myſelf to be. My Soul is in the deepeſt Con- 
fuſion before Thee, when I conſider to how little Pur. 
pole I have hitherto improved them. Alas! what 
have I done, in Proportion to what Thou mighteſt 
reaſonably have expected, with the Gifts of Nature 
which Thou haſt beſtowed upon me, with my Capa- 


cities of Life, with my Time, with my Poſſeihons, 


with my Influence over others! Alas ! thro' my own 
Negligence and Folly, I look back on a barren Wil- 
derneſs, where I might have ſe-n a fruitful Field, and 
a ſpringing Harveſt! Juftly do I indeed deſerve to be 
ſtripped of all, to be brought to an immediate Ac- 
count for all, to be condemned as in many Reſpett 
unfait:ful to Thee, and to the World, and to my own 
Soul; and, in conſequence of that Condemnation, 9 
be caft into the Priſon of Eternal Darkneſs | But 
Thou, Lord, haſt freelv forgiven the dreadtul Debt of 
Ten Thouſand Talents, Adored be Thy Name for it! 
Accept, O Lord, accept thit renewed Surrender, 
which I would now make of myſelf, and of all I have, 
unto Thy Service! 1 acknowledge, that it is of Thine 
own that I give Thee (n). Make me, I beſeech Thee, 
a faithful Steward for my great Lord; and may [ 
think of no ſeparate Intereſt of my own, in Oppoſi- 
tion to Thine! 

«« I adore Thee, O Thou Gop of all Grace, if 
while I am thus ſpeaking to Thee, I feel he Lowe of 
Thy Creatures ariſing in my Soul ; if I feel my Heart 
opening to embrace my Brethren of Mankind ! Oh 
make me Thy faithful Almoner, in diſtributing to them 
all that Thou haſt lodged in mine Hand for their Re- 
lief! And in determining what is my own Share, may 


I hold the Balance with an equal Hand, and judge im- 


partially between myſelf .and them ! The Proportion 
Thou alloweſt, may I thankfully take for myſelf, and 
thoſe who are immediately mine ! The reſt, may 1 
diſtribute with Wiſdom, and Fidelity, and Chearful- 
neſs! Guide mine Hand, O ever merciful Father, 
while Thou doit me the Honour to make me Thine In- 


(n) x Chron, xxix. 14+ 
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may . beſtow them where they are moſt needed, and 
where they will anſwer the bet End! And, if it be 
Thy gracious Will, do Thou multiply the Seed ſexun (o); 
proſper me in my worldly Affairs, that I may have 
more to impart to them that need it ; and thus lead me 
on to the Region of everlaiting Plenty, and everlaſting 
Benevolence! There may I meet with zan, to whom 
L have been an a fectienate Benefafor on Earth; and, 
if it be Thy Bleiſed Will, with mary, whom ! have 
alſo been the Means of conducting into the Path to that 
bliſsful Abode ! There may they entertain me in their 
Habitations of Glory ! And in Time and a do 
eſus 
Chrift ; at whoſe Feet I would bow; and at 2 
Feet, after the molt uſeful Courſe, I would at laſt die, 
with as much Humility, as if 1 were then exerting the 
firſt Act of Faith upon Him, and had never had any 
Opportunity, by one Tribute of Obedience and Gra- 
titude in the Services of Life, to approve its Sin- 
cerity !? | 


(o) 2 Cor ix. 10. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


The CHRISTIAN rejoicing in the Views of 
| Death and Judgment. 


Death and Judgment are near; but the Chriſtian hat 
Rea ſon to welcome both: F. 1. Yet Nature recoili 
from the Solemnity of them. F. 2. An Attempt to re- 
concile the Mind, [I.] To the Proſpect of Death, F. 3. 
from the Conideration, (1.) Of che many Ewils that 

Jurround us in this Mortal Life, F. 4. (2.) Of the 
Remainder of Sin which we feel within us. F. 5. And, 
(3.) Of the Happineſs which is immediately to ſucceed 
Death. F. 6, 7. All which might make the Chriſtian 
ewilling to die, in the moſt agreeable Circumſlances of 
Human Life. F. 8. [II. J The Chriſtian has Reaſon to 
rejoice in the Proſped of Judgment: F. 9. Since, how- 
ever awful it be, Chriſt auill then come, ta vindicate 
His Honour, to diſplay His Glory, and to triumph over 
His Enemies; F. 10. As alſo 0 compleat the Happi- 
neſs of every Believer, F. 11. - and of the whole 
Church. F. 12, 13. The Meditation of a Chriſtian, 
whoſe Heart is warmed awwith theſe Praſpects. 


1 HEN the Viſions of the Lord were cloſing 


upon Fehn, the beloved Diſciple, in the 


 Ifland of Patmos, it is is obſervable, that He who gave 
him that Revelation, even ISS the faithful and true 
Witneſs, concludes with thoſe lively and important 
Words: He awho tetifieth theſe Things ſaith, Surely [ 


tome quickly; And Fohn anſwers with the greateſt Readi- 


neſs and Pleaſure, Amen, even fo come, Lord Jeſus (a)! 
"Come, as thou haſt ſaid, furely, and guickly !—— And 
4 n 21 $ : re- 


(a) Rev. xxii, 20. 


"Ch. 29. in the Views of Death and Judgment. 289 


remember, O Chriſtian, whoever you are that are now: 
reading theſe Words, your Divine Lord ſpeaks in the 
ſame Language to you: Behold I come quickly. Yes, very 
quickly will He come by Death, to turn the Key, to 
open the Door of the Grave for thine Admittance thither, 
and to lead thee thro” it into the now unknown Regions 
of the Inviſible World. Nor is it long before the Fudge, 
who flandeth at the Door (b), will appear alſo to the 
univerſal Judgment: And tho' perhaps, not only Scores, 
but Hundreds of Vears may lie between that Period and 
the preſent Moment, yet it is but a very ſmall Point of 
Time to Him, who views at once all the unmeaſurable 
* of a paſt and future Eternity. 4 Thouſand Years 
are with Him but as One Day, and One Day as a Thou- 
fad Years (e). In both theſe Senſes then does He come 
quickly: And I truſt, you can anſwer with a glad Amen, 
that the Warning is not terrible, or unpleaſant to your 
Ears ; but rather, that His Coming, His certain, His 
peedy Coming, is the Object of your delightful Hope, 
and of your longing Expectation. 
L. 2. I am ſure, it is reaſonable it ould be ſo: And 
yet perhaps Nature, fond of Life, and unwilling to part 
with a long known Abode, to enter on a State to which it 
err a Stranger, may recoil from the Thoughts of 
ying ; or ſtruck with the awful Pomp of an expiring 
and diſſolving World, may look on the Judgment Day 
with ſome Mixture of Terror. And therefore, my dear 
Brother in the Lord, (for as ſuch I can now eſteem you,) 
I would reaſon with you a little on this Head, and would 
intreat youu to look more attentively on this ſolemn Ob- 
ject, which will, I truſt, grow leſs diſagreeable to you, 
as it is more familiarly viewed. Nay, I hope, that in- 
ſtead of ſtarting back from it, you will rather ſpring for- 
Ward towards it with [oy and Delight. 2 
$. 3. Tuixk, O Chriſtian, when ChRIS H comes 
to call you away by Death, He come m to ſet, 3 
Liberty from your preſent Sorrows, ig elivg 
from your Struggles with remaining Corrupyielilhy 
to receive you to dwell with. himſelf in com 
neſs and Joy. You ſhall be ab/ent from the” Sow 
be preſent with the Lord (d.. * 
| | $. 4. He - 


N 1 (b) Jam, v. 9. (4) 2 Cor, v. 8. 


(c) 2 Pet, iti, 8. 
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. 29. 
F. 4. He will indeed call you awvay from this Wrll. 
But Oh, what is this World, that you ſhould be fond ' of 
it, and cling to it with ſo much 3 ? How low 


are all thoſe Enjoy ments that are peculiar to it; and how 


many its Vexations, its Snares, and its Sorrows ? Review 
your Pilgrimage tlius far; and tho' you muſt acknow. 
ledge, that Goodneſs and Mercy hawe followed you all the 
Days of your Life (e), yet has not that very Mercy itſelf 
planted ſome "Thorns in your Paths, and given you ſome 
wiſe and neceſſary, yet painful Intimations, that 7his 7s 
not your Reft (f)? Review the Monuments of your wi- 
thered ſoys, of your blaſted Hopes; if there be yet any 
Monuments of them remaining, more than a mournful 
Remembrance they have left behind in your aff ted 


Heart. Look upon the Graves, that have ſwallowed up 


many of your deareſt and moſt amiable Friends, perhaps 
in the very Bloom of Life, and in the greateſt Intimacy 
of your Converſe with them; and refleR, that if you 
hold it out a few Years more, Death will renew its Con- 
queſts at your Expence, and devour the moſt precious of 
thoſe that yet ſurvive. View the Living, as well as the 


many grievous Marks of its Apoſtacy from Gop ; and 
ſay, whether a*wiſe and good Man would wiſh to continue 
always here. Methinks were 7 myſelf ſecure from being 
reached by any of the Arrows that fly around me, I 
could not but. mourn, to ſee the Wounds that are given 
by them, and to hear the Groans of thoſe that are con- 
tinually falling under them. The Diſeaſes and Calamities 


of Mankind are ſo many, and (which is moſt grievous of 
all,) the Diſtempers of their Minds are ſo various and ſo 
threatning, that the World appears almoſt like an Ho/- 
>- pital : And a Man, whoſe Heart is tender, is ready to 
fel his Spirits broken, as he walks thro' it, and ſurveys 


the ſad Scene ;* eſpecially when he ſees, how little he can 


-*- do for the Recovery of thoſe whom he pities. Are you. 
2 Cbriſtian, and does it not pierce your Heart, to fee 


how Human Nature is ſunk, in Viee, and in Shame ? 


to ſee with what amazing Inſolence ſome are making 
themſelves openly vile, and how the Name of CHRIS H T 


wured by many too that call themſelves His Peo- 
: . , l 1 ? 
— wt &o * 2 ö N 4 b Pie 
(e Plal, i, 6. ((e) Mic, ü. 16. 
nnn. 1 


* 
. 


which would imbitter even Paradiie itſe f? Something, 


that JE sus comes to deliver you from theſe Complaints? 


2 World of Purity and Joy, of active, exalted, and uns: 


ing Eye towards thoſe happy Shores, and wiſhed to paſfs 


e bet. il, 83. (b) Rom, vi, 17. (i) Pla br, % 
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ple? to ſee the unlawful Deeds and filthy Practices of 
them that live ungadly, and to behold, at the ſame Time, 
the Infirmities at leaft, and Irregularities of thoſe, con- 
cerning whom we have better Hopes ? And do you not 
wiſh to eſcape from ſuch a World, where @ righteous and 
compaſſionate Sou! muſt be wexed from Day to Day by fo 
many Spectacles of Sin and Miſery (g)? 

F. 5. VESA, to come nearer Home, do you not feel 
ſomething within you, which you long to quit, and 


which, were it to continue, would grieve and diſtreſs you 

even in the Society of the Bicfled ? Do you not feel a 
Remainder af Iadævelling Sin, the fad Conſequence of the 
Original Revolt of our Nature from Gop ? Are you not 
ſtruggling every Day with ſome Reſidue of Corruption, 
or at leait mourning on Account of the 3 f „ 
your Graces ? Do you not often find your Spirits dufl and 
languid, when you would deſire to raiſe them to the great- 
eſt Fervour in the Service of Gop ? Do you not find your 
Hearts too-often inſenſible of the richeſt Inſtances of his 
Love, . and your Hands feeble in his Service, even when 
ta'wwill is preſent wwith you (h)? Does not your Life, 
in its bet Days and Hours, appear a low anprofitables,.. 
Thing, when compared with what you are ſenſible it“ 
ought to be, and with what you wiſh that it were? Are | 
you not frequently, as it were, fretching the Pinions of * „ 8 
the Mind, and ſaying, Oꝶ that I had Wings like a Do., 
that I migbt fly axvay, and be at Reſt (i); ? LENNY, 
$$. 6. SHouULÞ you not then rejoice in the Thought, 


That He comes to anſwer your Wiſhes, and to fulfil the C π 
largeſt Defires of your Hearts; thoſe Deſiies, that He- "3&8 
himſelf has inſpired ? That He comes to open upon you 


% 
wearied Services? DO | | 
9.7. O Chriſtian, how often have you caſt a long 4} 


the 2 the boiſterous, unpleaſant, dangerous Sea, that 
eparates you from them? When your Lord has coende- 
ſcended to make you a ſhort Viſit in his Ordinances nx 
Earth, how have you bleſt the Time, and the Place, anck 
F A+ % 4 0 Pro-. a | 
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pronounced it, amidſt any other Diſadvantage of Situa- 
tion, to be the very Gate of Heawen (k)? And is it ſo 
delightful to behold this Gate, ard will it not be much 
more ſo to enter into it? Is it ſo delightful to receive the 
Viſits of Jesus for an Hour, and will it not be infinitely 
more ſo to davell awith Him for ever? Lok p,“ may 
you well ſay, ** when I dwell with Thee, I ſhall dwel! 
* in Holineſs, for Thou Thyſelf art Holineſs ; I ſhall 
«« dwell in Love, for Thou Thyſelf art Love; I ſhall 
% dwell in Joy, for Thou art the Fountain of Joy, as 
% Thou art in the Father, and the Father in Thee (J). 
Bid welcome to His Approach therefore, to take you at 
your Word, and to fulfil to you that Saying of His, un 
which your Soul has ſo often reſted with Heavenly Peace 
and Pleaſure ; Father, 1 aavill, that they avhom Thou ha/! 
given me, be with me where I am, that they may belold 
my Glory which Thou haſt given me (m). 

F. 8. Sur FLY you may ſay in this View, The 
© ſooner CuR ISH comes, the better.” What tho? % 
Refidue of your Days be cut off in the Miaſt? What tho 
you leave many expected Pleaſures in Life untaſted, and 
many Schemes unaccompliſhed ? Is it not enough, that 
what is taken from a mortal Lite ſhall be added to @ g/:- 
riaus Eternity ; and that you ſhall ſpend thoſe Days and 
| Years in the Preſence and Service of CHR IST in Heaven, 
which you might otherwiſe have ſpent with him and for 
him in the imperfect Enjoy ments and Labours of Earth? 

$. 9. Bur your Proſpects reach, not only bey ond 
Death, but beyond the ſeparate State. For with regard 
to His final Appearance to Tudgment our Lord ſays, Sure- 
Y come quickly, in the Senſe illuſtrated before: And ſo 
it will appear to us, if we compare this. Interval of Time 
with the bliſsful Eternity which is to ſucceed it; and 
probably, if we compare it with thoſe Ages which have 
already paſſed, ſince the Sun began to meaſure out to 
Earth its Days and its Years, And will you not here 
alſo fing your Part in the joyful Anthem, Amen, ev! 

fo come, Lord Fejus ! 
J. 10. Ir is true, Chriſtian, it is az af Day; à 
Day, in which Nature ſhal} be thrown into a Confuſion 
as yet unknown. No Earthquake, no Eruption of burn- 
ing 


| (a Gen, xxviii, 17. (H) John xvii. 2, (m) John xvii, 24+ 
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ing Mountains, no Deſolation of Cities by devouring 


3 Flames, or of Countries by overflowing Rivers or Seas, 

wy can give any juſt Emblem of that dreadful Day ; when 
he te Heavens being on Fire hall be difſalved, as well as 
ly the Earth, and all that is therein, ſpall be burnt up (n); 

ay when a/ Nature ſhall flee away in Amazement before the 

il Face of the univerſal Fudge (o); and there ſhall be 4 
all great Cry, far beyond -what was known in the Land 

all Eoypt, when there was not a Houſe in which there was 

1 not one dead (p). Your Fleſh may be ready to tremble at 

* the View; yet your Spirit muſt ſurely rejoice in GOD 
** your Saviour (q). You may juſtly ſay, Let this il- 

** * laſtrious Day come, even with all its Horrors l' Yea, 
3 like the Chriſtians deſcribed by the Apoſtle (r), you may 
52 5 be leeting for, and haſting to that Day of terrible Bright- 
50/% nels and univerſal Doom. For your Lord will then come, 
to vindicate the Fuflice of thoſe Proceedings, which have 
The been in many Inſtances ſo much obſcured, and becauſe 
755 they have been obſcured have been alſo blaſphemed. He 
ho? will come, to diſplay His Magnificence, deſcending from 
pe” Heaven wvith a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, 
that and with the Trump of GOD (s) ; taking his Seat upon 
5 a Throne infinitely exceeding that of Earthly, or even of 
250 Celeſtial Princes, clothed with His Father's Glory and 
5 His oxwn t); ſurrounded with a numberleſs Hoſt of Sin- 2 
for ing Attendants, when coming to be glorified in His Saints, © 
h 2 and admired in all them that believe (u). His Enemies 
C4 {hall alſo be produced to grace His Triumph : The Ser- 
yard pent ſhall be ſeen there rolling in the Duſt, and trodden 
6 under Foot by Him and by all His Servants : Thoſe, who 
d ſo once condemned Him, ſhall tremble at His Preſence ; and 
3 thoſe who bowed the Knee before Him in profane 
"nd Mockery ſhall in wild Deſpair call to the Mountains to 
have fall upon them, and to the Rocks to hides them from the 
«£0 Face of that Lamb of GOD (x), whom they once led 
_ away to the moſt inhuman Slaughter. BLESS oo owes,” 
en F. it. O Chriſtian, does not your loyal Heart bound 
at the Thought? And are you not ready, even while you" _ 

134 read theſe Lines, to begin the victorious Shout in which 
11100 NEE > *h * O vou | 
* (n) 2 Pet. li. 10, 12. (o) Rev. xx. 11. u xii. 30. 
ing 6 Luke i. 4”. (r) 2 Pet. iii. 12. (8) 8 Theff, iv. 18. 
LOR Lake ix. 26. (u) 2 Theſſ. i, 16. (x) Rev, vi. 16. 
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you are then to join? He juſtly expects, that your 
Thoughts ſhould be greatly elevated and impreſſed with 
the Views of His Triumph; but at the ſame Time He 
permits you, to remember your own perſonal Share in the 
Foy and Glory of that Se Day: And even now He 
has the View before Him of what His Power and Love 
mall then accompliſh for your Salvation. And what ſhall 
it not accompliſh ? He ſhall come, to break the Bars of 
the Grave, and to reanimate your ſleeping Clay. Your 
Bodies muſt indeed be laid in the Duſt, and be lodged 
there as a Teſtimony of Gop's Diſpleaſure againſt Sin; 
againſt the firſt Sin that was ever committed, from the 
ſad Conſequences of which the deareſt of His Children 
cannot be exempted, But you ſhall then have an Ear to 
hear the Voice of the Son of GOD, and an Eye to behold 
the Luſtre of His Appearance; and ſhall Sine forth lite 
the Sun (y] ariſing in the clear Heaven, which is as a 
Bridegroom coming out of bis Chamber (z). Your Soul 
mall be new dreſſed, to grace this high Solemnity ; and 
be clothed not with the Rags of Mortality, but with the 
Robes of Glory; for He Hall change this wile Body, to 
faſhion it like His own glorious Bady (a). And when you 
are thus royally arrayed, He ſhall confer publick Ho- 
nours on you, and on all His People, before the Aſſem- 
bled World. You may now perhaps be loaded with In- 
famy, called by reproichful Names, and charged with 
Crimes, or with Views which your very Soul abbors ; 
But be will then bring forth your Righteouſneſs as the 
Light (b), and your Salvation as a Lamp that burneth (c). 
Tho' you have been di/ponoured by Mew, you ſhall be ac: 
_ knowledged by GOD ; and tho! treated as the Filth of the 
' World, and the Offeſcour ing of all Things (d), He will 
ſbew, that He regards you, as His Treaſure, in the Day 
' that He makes up His Fewels (e). When He ſhall put 
 arxay all the Wicked of the Earth like Droſs (f), you 
mall be. pronounced Righteous in that full Aſſembly ; and 
© tho? indeed you have broken the Divine Law, and 


might in ſtriet Juſtice have been condemned, yet being 


© _Elothed with the Righteouſneſs of the great Redeemer, 
-" 56h, ' | even 


4 


(2) Pſal. xix. 5. 
| (c) Iſa. lxii. 1. 
f) Pal. cxix 119, 


(a) Phil. ii. 21. 


00 Mat, xii 43 9 1, 
4 a (d) 1 Cor, ws 1.3 


(b Pſal. xxxvii. 
E Mal. ill, 17. 
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even that Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith (g). 
Juſtice itſelf ſhall acquit you, and join with Mercy in 
beflowing upon you a Crown of Life (h). CurisT will 
confeſs you before Men and Angels (i), will pronounce you 
ood and faithful Servants, and call you to enter into the 
oy of your Lord (k): He will ſpeak of you with En- 
dearment as his Brethren, and will acknowledge be 
Kindneſſes which have been Seaun to you, as if He had 
received them in his own Perſon (). Yea, then ſhall you, 


O Chriſtian, who may perhaps have ſate in ſome of the 


lowelt Places in our Aſſemblies, tho? (it may be) none 
of the Rich and Great of the Earth would condeſcend 
to look upon or ſpeak to you, be called to be A or. 
ci Chriſt on His judgment: Seat, and to join with Him 
in the Sentence He ſhall paſs on wicked Men and rebelli- 
ous Angels. 

F. 12. No is it merely one Day of Glory and of 
Triumph. But when the Judge ariſes and aſcends to His 
Father's Court, all the Bleſſed ſhall aſcend with Him, 


and you among the reſt : Ten Hall aſcend together with 


your Saviour, to His Father and your Father, to His GOD 
and your GOD (m). You ſhall go, to make your Appear- 
ance in the New Feruſalem, in thoſe new ſhining Forms 
that you have received, which will no doubt be attended 
with a correſpondent Improvement of Mind ; and take 
up your perpetual Abode in that Fulne/s of Foy, with 
which you ſhall be filled and ſatisfied in the Preſence of 
GOD (o), upon the Conſummation of that Happineſs, 
which the Saints in the intermediate State have been wiſh- 
ing and waiting for. You ſhall go, from the Ruins of a 
diſſolving World, to the new Heavens and net Earth, 
wherein Righteouſneſs for ever dwells (p). There all 


the Number of GOD's Ele& ſhall be accompliſhed, and 


the Happineſs of each ſhall be compleated. The auh 
Seciety ſhall be preſented before GOD, as the: Bride, the 
Lambs Wife (q), whom the Eye of its Celeſtial Bride- 
groom ſhall ſurvey with unutterable Delight, and. confeſs 
to be awithout Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing (r 8 — 


O 2 
h Phil. m. 9. (n) > Tim. iv. 8. (i) Luke all. 8. 
Mat. xxv. 21. ) Mat, xxv. 40. (m) John xx. 17. 
(o Pfal. xvi. 11. 


Erh. v. 275 
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(P) 2 Pet. 3th, 13. c Rem w. go 
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CharaQer and State being juſt what He originally deſigu- 
ed it to be, when He firſt engaged to give himſelf for it, 


Le with each other, and av#th the Lord (t); and immortal 
Ages ſhall roll away, and find you ſtill unchanged; your 
Happineſs always the ſame, and your Reliſh for it the 
ſame ; or rather ever growing, as your Souls are ap- 
proaching nearer and nearer to Him, who 1s the Source 
of Happineſs, and the Centre of infinite PerfeCtion. 
F. 13. Ap now, look round about upon Earth, 
and ſingle out, if you can, the Enjoyments or the 
Hopes, for the Sake of which you would ſay, Lord, de- 
lay thy Coming; or for the Sake of which you any more 
ſhould heſitate to expreſs your Longing for it, and to cry, 
Ewen ſo come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ! 
The MEpiTaTion and PRAYER of a CuRIsTIAN, 
ewhoſe Heart is warmed with theſe Preſpects. 


in theſe Views, and ri/es to Thee in the Flame (u). 
Ihou haſt ei fed, Thou cometh guickly : And 1 repeat 
my joyful Afterit, Amen, ewen fo come, Lord Jeſus (x) ! 
Come, for I long to have done with this low Life ; to 
have done with its Burthens, its Sorrows, and its 


and to ſee the Court Thou art holding above ! 

„ Blefſed JESUS, Death is transformed, when I view 
it in this Light. The King of Terrors is ſeen no more 
as ſuch, ſo near the King of Glory and of Grace. I 
hear with Pleaſure the Sound of Thy Feet, approaching 
ſtill nearer and nearer : Draw aſide the Veil, when 


my eager Soul may ſpring forth to Thee, and caſt it- 
ſelf at Thy Feet; at the Feet of that ]zsvs, uhm 
having not ſeen, I love ; and in whom, tho" now I. ſet 
"© Thee not, yet believing, I rejoice with Foy unſpeakable 

: an, full of Glory (y)] Thou, Lord, Sali ſhew me the 
Fa Life: Thine Hand ſhall guide me to Thy 
+ 1**. bliſsful Abode, where there is Fulneſy 'of Foy, and 


= 
I 
5 


. a % . » E 7 Rivers 
ere, (1) 1 Theg iv. 27, (o) Judg, xii, 20. 
8 x Rev, XXII, 20 1 Pet. i. $3, | X 


to redeem it to GOD by His Blood (s). So Hall you eber 


e LORD! My Soul is enkindled 


Snares] Come, for I long to aſcend into Thy Preſence, ' 


ever Thou pleaſeſt !' Open the Bars of my Priſon, that 
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gu- *© Rivers of ewerlaſting Pleaſure (2). Thou ſhalt aſſign 
it, «« me an Habitation with Thy faithful Servants, whoſe. 
der 4 ſeparate Spirits are now living with Thee, while their 
rtal Bodies Heep in the Duſt. Many of them have been my, 
our « Companions in Thy laborious Work, and in the Pa-, 
the «« tience and Tribulation of Thy Kingdom (a); my dear 
ap- « Companions, and my Brethren. Oh ſhew me, Bleſſed 
uce «« Saviour, how glorious and how happy Thou haſt made 
„ them! she me, to what new Forms of better Life, 
rth, Thou haſt conducted them, whom ve call the Dead 
tae „in what nobler and more extenſive Services Thou haſt 
de- «« employed them ! That I may praiſe Thee better than 
ore « I now can, for Thy Goodneſs to them! And Oh give 
cry, * me to ſhare with them in their Bleſſings and their Sera 
« vices, ard to raiſe a Song of grateful Love, like that 
g « which they are breathing forth beforę Thee! | 
AN, „Vet, O my Bleſſed Redeemer, even there will my 
Soul be aſpiring to a yet nobler and more glorious Hope; 
« and from this as yet unknown Splendour and Feli- 
dled « city, ſhall, I be drawing new Arguments to /vok and 
(u). « lang for the Day of Thy final Appearance. There ſhall 
peat % long more ardently than I now do, to ſee Thy Con- 
(x) ! duct vindicated, and Thy Triumph diſplayed ; to ſee 
- to % the Duſt of Thy Servants reanimated, and Death, the., 
| its % lat of their Enemies and of Thine, favallowed up 1 . | 
once, % Vichory (b). I ſhall long for that ſuperior Honour that 
© Thou intendeſt me, and that compleat Bliſs to which 
view the whole Body of Thy People ſhall be conducted. 
more * Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, will mingle itſelf with ; 
„5 1 «« the Songs of Paradiſe, and ſound from the Tongues of 1 
hing * all the Millions of Thy Saints, whom Thy Grace has Wi 
vhen * tranſplanted thither. FE 3 
that In the mean Time, O my Divine Maſter, a 2 
| it⸗ * the Homage which a grateful Heart now pays Th 
ohen * in a Senſe of the glorious Hopes with which Thou ha 
[ fee * inſpired it! It is Thou, that haſt put this Joy into it,“ TY 
table « and haſt raiſed my Soul to this glorious Ambition; | 
e the * whereas 1 might otherwiſe have now been groveling | 
Thy % in the loweſt Trifles of Time and Senſe, and been look- 
and * ing with Horror on that Hour, which is now the” 
ivers Object of my moſt ardent Wiſhes. vx 
(s) Pal, xvi, 11. (a) Rev. i. 9. (b) x Cor. xv. 26, 54. "i 
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| r ze ewwith me always even to the End of this mor- 
% 


„5„ „r „rr eee eee 
* a 


Life! and give me, while waiting for Thy Salva- 
tion, to be doing Thy Commandments ! May my Loins 
* be girded about, and my Lamp burning (c) ; and mine 
« Ears be ſtill watchful for the bleſſed Signal of Thine 
% Arrival: That my glowing Soul may with Pleaſure 
« ſpring to meet Thee, and be ſtrengthened by Death to 
« bear thoſe Vifions of Glory, under the Extaſies of 
« which feeble Mortality would now expire“ 


(c) Luke xii, 35, 
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The CHRISTIAN honouring Gop by his 
Dying Behaviour, 


«» Refleftions on the Sincerity with which the preceding Ad. 


vices hade been given. F. 1. The Author is deſirous, 
that (if Providence permit) he may aſſiſt the C 1 $75 
to die honourable and comfortably. F.2, 3. With this 
View it is adviſed, (1.) To rid the Mind of all Earthl, 
Cares. F. 4. (z) To renew the Humiliation of the 


Soul before GOD, and its Application ta the Blood of 


Chriſt. J. 5. (3.) To exerciſe Patience under bodily 
Pains and Sorrows. F. 6. (4.) At leaving the World, 
to bear an honourable Teſtimony to Religion $. 7. 

(.) Te give a ſolemn Charge to ſurviving Friends, F. 8. 
e/pecially recommending Faith in Chrift. F. 9. (6.) Ta 
keep the Promiſes of GOD in View. F. 10, 11. And, 
(7.) To commit the departing Spirit to GOD, in the ge- 
nuine Exerciſes of Gratitude and Repentance, Faith 
and Charity ; F. 12. which are exemplified in the con» 
cluding Meditation and Prayer. 


F. 1. H Us, my dear Reader, I have endeavoured 

to lead you thro' a Variety of Circumflances z 
and thoſe, not fancied and imaginary, but ſuch as do in- 
deed occur in the Human and Chriſtian Life. And I can 
truly and chearfully ſay, that I have marked out to you 


the Path which I have myſelf trod, and in which it is 


my Deſire ſtill to go on, I have ventured my own Ever- 
laſting Intereſts on that Foundation, on which I have di- 
rected you to adventure yours. What I have recom« 
mended as the grand Buſineſs of your Life, I deſire to 


make the Buſineſs of my own: And the moſt conſiderable 
x O4 Enjoy» 


9 


N 
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Enjoy ments, which I expect or deſire in the remaining 
Days of my Pilgrimage on Earth, are ſuch as I have di- 
rected you to ſeek, and endeavoured to aſſiſt you in at- 
taining. Such Love to Gop, ſuch conſtant Activity in his 
Service, ſuch pleaſurable Views of what lies beyond the 
Grave, appear to me [Cob is my Witneſs,) a Felicity 
incomparably beyond My Thing elſe which can offer itſelt 
to our Aﬀection and Purſuit : And I would not for Ten 
Thouſand Worlds reſign my Share in them, or conſent 
even to the Suſpenſion of the Delights which they af- 
ford, during the Remainder of my Abode here. 

F. 2. I wourtD humbly hope, thro' the Divine Rleſſ- 
ing, that the Hours you have ſpent in the Review of theſe 
| Plain Things may have turned to ſome profitable Account; 

and that in Conſequence of what you have read, you 
have either been brought into the Way of Life and 
Peace, or been induced to quicken your Pace in it. Moſt 
heartily ſhou!d 1 rejoice in being further uſeful to you, and 
that even to the laſt, Now there is one Scene remaining: 
a Scene, thro' which you mutt infallibly paſs ; which has 
ſomething in it ſo awful, that I cannot but attempt do- 
ing a little to aſſiſt you in it: I mean, the dark Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, I could earneſtly wiſh, that for 
the Credit of your Profeſſion, the Comfort of your own 
Soul, and the Joy .and Edification of your ſurviving 
Friends, you might die, not only ſafely, but honourably too : 
And therefore I would offer you a few parting Advices. 
Jam ſenſible indeed, that Providence may determine the 
Circumſtances of your Death in ſuch a Manner, as that 
you may have no Opportunity of acting upon the Hints 
I now give you. Some unexpected Accident from without, 


or from within, may as it were whirl you to Heaven be- 


ore jon age aware; and you may find yourſelf ſo ſud- 
denly there, that it may ſeem a Tranſlation, rather than 
a Death. Or it is poſſible, the Force of a Diſtemper may 
affect your Underſtanding in ſuch a Manner, that you may 
be quite inſenſible of the Circumſtance in which you are; 
and ſo your Diſſolution (tho? others may ſee it viſibly and 
certainly approaching,) may be as great a Surprize to 
vou, as if you had died in full Heath. 
9. 3 Bur as it i on the whole probable, you may have 
* more ſenſible Paſſage out of Time into Eternity; and 
| | a3 
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as much may, in various Reſpects, depend on your dying 


* Bebaviour; give me Leave to propoſe ſome plain Di- 
4s rections with Relation to it, to be practiſed, if Gop give 
Hl you Opportunity, and remind you of them. It may not 
be be improper to look over the xxixth Chapter again, when 
ty you find the Symptoms of any threatening Diſorder : And 
eie I the rather hope, that what I fay may be uſeful to you, 

ix as methinks [ find myſelf diſpoſed to addrefs. you with 

_ ſomething of that peculiar Tenderneſs which we feel for 
Ph a dying Friend; to whom, as we expect that we ſhall 

ſpeak to him no more, we ſend out as it were all aur 

T. Hearts in every Word. 5 

1 9. 4. 1 wouLD adviſe then, in the firſt Place, ** that, 

t; as ſoon as poſſible, you would endeavour t g, rid of 
ou  **. aft further Care with Regard to your Temporal Con- 

* % cerns, by ſettling them in Time in as Reaſonable and 
M  * Chriſtian a Manner as you can.” I could wiſh, there 
ad may be nothing of that Kind to hurry your Mind when 

7 you are leaſt able to bear it, or to diſtreſs or divide thoſe 
* who come after you Do that, which in the Preſence of 
* Gop you judge moſt equitable, and which you verily be- 


of Heve will be moſt pleaſing to Him. Do it in as prudent 
and effectual a Manner as you can; And then, conſider the 


ad World as a Place you have quite done with, and its Affairs 

i as nothing further to you, more than to one actually 

* dead; unleſs as you may do any Good to its Inhabitants, 

s. while yet you continue among them; and may, by any 

je Circumſtance in your laſt Actions or Words in Life, leau- 

at : 4 Bleſſing behind you to thoſe who have been your Friends 

ts and Fellow-Travellers, while you have been diſpatching 

t, that Journey thro' it, which you are now finiſhing. 

2 F. 5. Tnar you may be the more at Leiſure, and 

1. the better prepared for this, ** enter into ſome ſerious 

n % Review of your own State, and endeavour fo put your” | 
y * Soul into as fit a Poſture as xoffible, for your folemn' | 
y Appearance before Gop,” For a ſolema Thing indeed 
; it is, to go into his immediate Preſence; to ſtand before 
4 Him, not as a Supplicant at the Throne of his Grace, 
0 but at His Bar as a ſeparate Spirit, whoſe Time of Pro- 


I bation is over, and whoſe Eternal State is to be immedi- 
ga ately determined. Renew your Humiliation befgre Gov? lb 
ſlior the ImperfeRions of your Life,tho' it has in the Main 


Fs. 
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been devoted to his Service, Renew your Application to 
the Mercies of God as promiſed in the Covenant of Grace, 
and to the Blood of Cyr ISVπ as the bleſſed Channel in 
which they flow. Reſign yourſelf entirely to the Divine 
Diſpoſal and Conduct, as willing to ſerve Gov, either 
in this World or the other, as ite ſhall ſee fit. And ſen- 
Able of your Sinfulneſs on the one hand, and of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs on the other, ſummon up all 
+ the Fortitude of your Soul to bear as well as you can 
whatever His afflicting Hand may further lay upon you, 
and to receive the laſt Stroke of it, as one who would 
maintain ect entire Subjection to the great and good 
Fathgs of Shiv 
rv you ſuffer, ©* endeavour to ſhew 

« yourſelf an Example 4 Patience.” Let that amiable 
Grace have its perfect Work (a); and fince it has ſo little 
more to do, let it eloſe the Scene nobly. Let there not 
be a murmuring Word; and that there may not, watch 
againſt every repining Thought: And when you feel any 
"Thing of that Kind arifing, look by Faith upon a dying 
Saviour, and aſk your own Heart, Was not His Crots 
much more painful, than the Bed on which I lie? 
Was not His Situation among Blood-thirſty Enemies 
« infinitely more terrible, than mine amidſt the Tender- 
* neſs and Care of ſo many affectionate Friends? Did not 
the heavy Load of my Sins preſs Him in a much more 
* overwhelming Manner, that I am preſſed by the 
«© Load of theſe Afflictions? And yet he Lie all, as a 
* Lamb that is brought to the Slaughter (b).“ Let the 
Remembrance of His-Sufterings be a Means to ſweeten 
yours 3 yea, let at cauſe you to rej ice, when you are 
called to bear the Croſs for a little while, before you 
wearthe Crown. Count it all Foy, that you have an 
Opportunity yet once more of honouring Gop by your 
> Paytence, which is now acting its laſt Part, and will in a 
Days, perhaps in a few Hours, be ſuperſeded by 
compleat everlaſting Bleſſedneſs. And I am vites to 
hope, that in theſe Views you will not only ſuppreſs all 
Faſſioenate Complaints, but that your Mouth will be filled 
wich the Praiſes of Gop ; and that you will be ſpeaking 
- 40 thoſe that are about you, not only of His * 
14 - 5 5 , ut 
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"tion, with Tenderneſs, with Credit. And therefore, when 


Men did ſo; when they perceived that the Days 
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but of His Goodneſs too. So that you will be enabled 1 
to communicate your inward Joys in ſuch a Manner, 
as may be a lively and edifying Comment upon thoſe - on 
Words of the Apoſtle, Tribulation worketh Patience; 

and Patience, Experience ; and Experience, Hape; even 

a Hope which maketh not aſhamed, while the Lowe of 
GOD is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt 
ewhich is given unto us (c). 

F. 7. Ax now, my dear Friend,“ now is the Time, 

** when it is eſpecially expected from you, that you bear | 
* an honourable Teſtimony to Religion.” Tell thoſe that 


are about you, as well as you can, (for ever 
be able fully to expreſs it,) what Conor deſire, tiprt 
you have found in it. Tell them, how it ad over 70 


the darkeſt Circumſtances of your Life : Tevals betw 
it now reconciles you to the near Views of Deatn. u. 
Words will carry with them a peculiar Weight at ſuch 
a Seaſon : There will be a Kind of Eloquence, even in- 
the Infirmities with which you are ſtruggling, while you 
give them Utterance ; and you will be heard with Atten- 


the Time of your Departure is at Hand, with unaffected 
Freedom breathe out your Joy, if you then feel (as I hope 
you will,) an holy Joy and Delight in Gop. Breathe out 
however your inward Peace and Serenity of Mind, if yon 
be then peaceful and ſerene : Others will mark it, and be 
encouraged to tread the Steps which lead to ſo happy an 
End. Tell them, what you feel of the Vanity of the 
World; and they may learn to regard it leſs ; Tell them, 
what you feel of the Subſtantial Supports of the Goſpel; 
and they may learn to value it more: For they cannot 
but know, that they muſt lie down on a dying Bed too, 
and muſt then need all the Relief which the Goſpel itſelf 
can give them. : 
$. 8. Axb to inforce the Conviction the more, give 
*« @ ſetemn Charge to thoſe that are about you, that #hey- 
gend their Lives in the Service of GOD, and govern: 
«© themſelves by the Principles of real Religion.” You 
may remember, that 7o/ua, and David, and other 12 | 
rea 
near in which they Shou, die. And you know not, wt | 
| 4 | "A | 


(le) Rom. v. 3, 4, J. 
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die as it were at the Foot of the Croſs: Nothin 


may be an AR of humble Faith in Cur1sT. 


de Word of GOD as a Staff in your Hand,” Let 
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the Admonitions of a dying Friend, or (as it may be with 
reſpect to ſome,) of a dying Parent, may impreſs thoſe 
who may have diſregarded what you and others may have 
faid to them before. At leaſt, make the Trial; and 
die, labouring to glorify Gop, to fave Souls, and gene- 
rouſly to ſow the Seeds of Goodneſs and Happineſs in a 
World, where you have no more Harweſts to reap. Per- 
haps they may ſpring up in a plentiful Crop, when the 
Clods of the Valley are covering your Body : But if not, 


- Gov will approve it; and the Angels, that wait around 


von beg receive your departing Soul, will look upon 
Marks of Approbation in their Counte- 
Wn, that this is to expire /ike a Chriſtian, 
24% x 2lorious Improvement of Mortality. 

o in 7 lafl Addreſs to your Fellow Mortals, 
who eve they are that Providence brings near you, be 
*« ſure that you tell them, how entirely and how chear- 
«« fully your Hopes and Dependance in this Seaſon of the 


i laſt Extremity are fixed, not upon your own Merits and 


Obedience, but on awhat the great Redeemer has done, 
«© and has /ufered for Sinners.” Let them ſee, that you 
will be 
ſo comfcrtzb!le to yourſelves, nothing ſo edifying to them. 
Let the Name of ]Esus therefore be in your Mouth, 
while you are able to ſpeak ; and when you can ſpetþ no 
longer, let it be in your Heart, and endeavour that the 
laſt Act of your Soul, while it continues in the Body, 


Come unto 


GOD by Hin: Enter into that which is within the Veil, 


5 as with he Blood of Sprinkling freſh upon you. It is an 


awful Thing for ſuch a Sinner, (as you, my Chriſtian 


.- Friend, with all the Virtues the World may have ad- 
mired, know yourſelf to be,) to ſtand before that infinite- 


ly = and holy Being, who has ſeen all your Ways, 
and all your Heart, and has a perfect Knowledge of every 
Mixture of Imperfection which has attended the beſt of 


your Duties : But venture. in that Way, and. you will 
{:nd it both ſafe and pleaſant, 


o 


. $..10. Once more, To give you Comfort in a dy- 
ing Hour, and to ſupport your feeble Steps while you 
« arg travelling thro? this dark and painful Way, take 


> 


.* 
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Books, and mortal Friends, now do their taft Office for 
you. Call, if you can, ſome experienced Chriſtian, who 
has felt the Power of the Word of GOD upon his owt 
Heart; and let him bring he Scripture, and turn you to 
ſome of thole precious Promiſes, which have been the 
Food and Rejoicing of his own Soul. It is with this 
View, that I may carry the good Office I am now engaged 
in as far as poſſible, I ſhall here give you 4 Collection of 
a few ſuch admirable Scriptures, each of them 7nfinitely 
more valuable than Thouſands of Gold and Silver (d). 
And to convince you of the Degree in which I efteem 
them, I will take the Freedom to add, that I defire, they 
may (if Gop give an Opportunity,) be read over to me, 
as I lie on my dying Bed, with Sort Intervals between 
them; that I may pau/e upon each, and renew ſomethin 
of that delightful Reliſh, which, I bleſs Gop, I have 
often found in them. May your Soul and mine be then 
compoſed to a ſacred Silence, (whatever be the Commo- 
tion of Animal Nature,) while the Voice of Gop ſpeaks 
to us, in Language which He ſpake to His Servants of 
old, or in which He inſtructed them how they ſhould ſpeak 
to Him, in Circumſtances of the greateſt Extremity ! 
J. i1. Can any more Encouragement be wanting, 
when He ſays, Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dife 
maya, for I am Thy GOD : I will ſtrengtben thee, yea 
[ will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the Right 
Hand of my Righteouſneſs (e). And He is not a Man, 
that He fhould lie, or the Son of Man, that He ſhould | 
repent; Hath He ſaid, and ſhall He not do it? Or hath 1 
He ſpoken, and ſhall He not make it good (t) ? The Lord 
is my Light, and my Salvation, whom ſhall I fear? 
The Lord is the Strength of my Life, of whom ſhall I be 
afraid (g)? This GOD ts our GOD for ever and ever: 
He will be our Guide even unto Death (h). Therefore, 
tho' ] walk thro the Valley of the Shadow of Death, J 
ewill fear no Evil; for Thou art with me, Thy Rod and 
Thy Staff, they comfort me (i). I have waited" for Thy 
Salvation, Oh Lord (k). Oh continue Thy Lowing- Kind- 
neſs unto them that know Thee, and Thy Righteouſneſs - : 


(a/ Pfal,'exix; 72. | (e) Iſa. xli. 10. (f) Num. viii. 9. 4 * 
8) Pſal, xxvii. 1. (h) Pſal. xlviii, 14. (i) Pſal. xxii, 14s .. 
I R) Gen. _— | 8 ; | doko 


. 


Life; in Thy Light Hall awe ſee Light (). Thou wilt 
ſhew me the Path of Life; in thy Preſence is Fulneſs 
of F oy, at Thy Right Hand there are Pleaſures for ever- 
more (m). As for me, 1 ſhall behold Thy Face in Righte- 
ouſneſs : I Hall be ſatisfied, when T awake, with Thy 
Likeneſs (n). For I knoxw in whom I have believed, and 
am perſuaded that He is able to keep what I have cem- 
mitted to Him until that Day (o). Therefore my Heart 
is glad, and my Glory rejoiceth ; my Fleſh alſo Shall ref 
in Hope (p). For if abe believe, that Jeſus died, and 
roſe again, thoſe alſo that ſleep in Jeſus will GOD bring 
ewith him (q). 1 give unto my Sheep Eternal Life, 
(ſaid Jesus, the good Shepherd.) and they ſhall never 


periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them aut of my Hand (r). 


This is the Will of Him that ſent me, that every one that 
belieweth on me ſhould have Everlaſting Life ; and 1 ayill 


raiſe him up at the laſt Day (s). Let not your Heart be - 


troubled ; ye believe in GOD, believe alſa in me. In my 
Father's Houſe are many Manfions ; if it were not fo, 1 
evould have told you : J go to prepare a Place for you: 
And if I go and prepare a Place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you to myſelf, that where I am, there 
ye may be alſo (t). Go, tell my Brethren, I aſcend unte 
my Father and your Father, and to my GOD and yur 
GOD (u). Father, I will that thoſe whom Thou haſt 
given me be with me where I am, that they may behold 
my Glory which Thou haſt given me; that the Lowe 
ewherewith Thou haſt loved me, may be in them, and 
I in them (x). He that teflifieth theſe Things ſaith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen: Even ſo come, Lord Feſus (y)! 
O Death, aohere is thy Sting! O Grave where is thy 
Victory? Thanks be to GOD, who giveth us the Victory 
thro) our Lord Feſus Chriſt (z.) 


$. 12. Tuus may that Gop, who Anows the Soul; 


of his Children in all their Adverfities (a), and in a, 
Sight the Death of his Saints is precious (b), chear and 


| ſup- 

(1) Pfal. wi. 9, 10. (m) Pfal, xvi, 11. (un) Pfal; xvii. 19% 
(%) 2 Tim. i. 12. (p) Pal, xvi, 9. (q) 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. 
(*) John x. 28. (s) Jobn vi. 40, (t) John xiv. 1, 2, 3. 
(u) John xx. 17. (x) John xvii. 24, 26. y) Rev. xxii. 20. 


—- 


.* 3 Cor. xv. 55, 57+ . (a) Plal, vi. 7. (b) Pal, cxvi, 35+ 
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the upright in Heart] For with Thee is the Fountain of 
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TA ſupport you and me in thoſe laſt Extremities of Nature 
* May He add us to the happy Number of thoſe, who have 
* Been more than Conquerors in Death! And may He give 
"4 us thoſe Supplies of His Spirit, which may enable us to 
by pour out our departing Souls in ſuch Sentiments, as thoſe 
id I would now ſuggeſt ; tho' we ſhould be no longer able 
. to utter Words, or to underſtand them if they were to 
7 be read to us! Let us at leaſt review them with all proper 
7 Affections now, and lay up one Prayer more for that aw- 
i ful Moment! Oh that this, and all we have ever offered 
2 with Regard to it, may then come in Remembrance be- 
, fore GOD (c) ! 
Zo | 
) AMEDITATYTION and PRA YER, ſuited to the Caſe of 
T; ; a dying CHRISTIAN, | 
"4 2 
„ 1 Thou ſupream Ruler of the Viſible and Invi- 
T, "has O0 ſible Worlds! Thou Sovereign of Life, and of 
7 Death, of Earth, and of Heaven ! Bleſſed be Thy 
« Name, I have often been taught to ſeek Thee, And 
a now once more do I pour out my Soul, my departing. | 
7 „ Soul, unto Thee. Bow down Thy gracious Zar, 
by « GOD, and let my Cry come before Thee with Acceptance! 
r „The Hour is come, when Thou wilt ſeparate me 
2 „ from this World, with which I have been fo long and 
4 * ſo familiarly acquainted, and lead me to afigther, as 
2 « yet unknown, Enable me, I beſeech Thees to make 
Fl „the Exchange, as becomes a Child of Abraham, who. 
5 * being called of Thee to receive an Inheritance, obeyed, 
7 „% und went out, tho” he knexw not particularly whither 
7 * he auent (d); as becomes a Child of GOD, who knows, 
y * that, thro” Sovereign Grace, it is his Father's good 
* Pleaſure to give him the Kingdom (e) ! 
$ I acknowledge, O Lord, the Juſtice of that Sen- 
; © tence by which I am expiring ; and own Thy Wiſdom 
| and Goodneſs,” in appointing my Journey thro” this 
. * gloomy Vale which is now before me. Help me to 


e turn it into the happy Occaſion of honouring Thee, 

and adorning my Profeſſion ! and I will. bleſs the 

+ Pangs, by which Thou art glorified, and this mortal 
* and finful Part of my Nature js diſſolved. ; 3,0 

8 2, | | 6. Gra- 

d) Heb. zi. 83. (e] Luke xii, 3a . 


le) Ach x. 4, 1. 


- 
- 
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 : .* Gracious Father, I would not quit this Earth of 
40 


Thine, and this Houſe of Clay in which I have ſo- 
journed during my Abode upon the Face of it, with- 
out my grateful Acknowledgments to Thee, for all that 
abundant Goodneſs which Thou haſt cauſed to 74/ 
before me here (f). With my dying Breath I bear 


| Witneſs to Thy faithful Care I have wanted no good 


Thing (g). I thank Thee, O my Gov, that this 
guilty, forfeited, unprofitable Life was ſo long ſpared : 
| hat it hath been ſtill maintained by ſuch a Rich Va- 


riety of Thy Bounty. I thank Thee, that Thou 


haſt made this Beginning of my Exiſtence ſo pleaſant 


to me. I thank Thee, for the Mercies of my Days 


and Nights, of my Months and Years, which are now 


come to their Period: I thank Thee, for the Mercies 


of my Intancy, and for thoſe of my riper Age; for 


all the agreeahle Friends which Thou haſt given me 


in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage, the Living and the 
Dead; for all the Help J have received from others, 
and for all the Opportunities which Thou haſt given 
me of being helpful to the Bodies or Souls of my Bre- 
thren of Mankind. “rely Goodneſs and Mercy have 


followed me all the Days of my Life (h), and I have 


Reaſon to rife a thankful Gueſt from the various and 
pleaſant (by Theo: with which my 'Table has been 


furniſhed by Thee. or ſhall I have Reaſon to re- 
pine, or to grieve aF quitting them : For, O my 


Gob, are Thy Bounties exhauſied ? I know, that they 


are not. I will not wrong Thy Goodneſs and Thy 
Faithfulneſs ſo much, as to imagine, that becauſe I am 
going from this Earth, I am going from Happineſs. 
I adore Thy Mercy, that Thou hait taught me to en- 


„ tertam nobler Views thro? JIEsus Thy Son. I bleſs .. 


-.* Thee with all the Powers of my Nature, that I ever 


5+ - +. 64 
5-0 


«6 
. 


heard of His Name, and heard. of His Death: And 
would fain exert a more vigorous Act of thankful A- 
doration, than in this broken State I am capable of, 
while I am extolling Thee, for the Riches of Thy 


% Grace manifeſted in Him; for His Inſtructions and 


FI 


bee, . 19. (e) Pal, iy 10, (b Pfel,, il. 6, 


His Example, for His Blood and His Righteouſneſs, 
and for that Bleſſed 8pIx I of Thine which Thou haſt 


« given 


* 


«4 


1 60 
id 9 oe 


8, „4 


Ch. 30. ſuited ie the Caſe of a dying Chr i/ ian. 3og 


given me, to turn my ſinful Heart unto Thyſelt, and 
to bring me into the Bands of Thy Covenant ; of that 
Covenant, which is ordered in all Things and ſure (i). 
and which this Death, tho' now ſeparating my Soul 
from my Body ſhall never be able to diſſolve, 
4 | bleſs Thee, O Lord, that I am not dying in an 
unregenerate and impenitent State; but that Thou 
didſt graciouſly awaken and convince me; that Thou 
didſt renew and ſanctify my Heart, and didſt by Thy 
good Spirit work in it an unf igned Faith, a real Re- 
pentance, and the Beginning of a Divine Liſe. I 
thank Thee, for Miniſters and Ordinances: J thank 
Thee, for my Sabbaths, and my Sacrament-Days; 
for the Weekly and Monthly Refreſhments which they 
ve me: I thank Thee, for the Fruits of Canaan, 
which were ſent me in the Vilderneſi, and are now 
ſent me on the Brink of Jordan. I thank Thee, for 
Thy Bleſed Mord, and for thoſe exceeding rich and pre - 
cious Promiſes of it, which now he as a Cordial av rm 


at my Heart in this chillirg Hour; Promiſes of Sup- 


port in Death, and of Glory beyond it, and of the 


Reſurrection of my Body to Everlaſting Life. O my, 


Gop, I. firmly believe them all, great and wonder- 
ful as they are, and am waiting for the Accompliſpment 
of them, thro” Jeſus Chrift; in whom they are all 
Yea and Amen k). Remember Thy Ford unto Thy Ser- 
want, on which Thou haſt cauſed me to hope (1) I E 
covenantcd with Thee, not for Worldly Enjoy ments, 


which Thy Love taught me comparatively to deſpiſe z, : 
but for Pternal Life, as the Gift of Thy Free Grace | 


thro" Feſus Chrift my Lord (m): And now permit me 
in His Name to enter my humble Claim to it] Permit, 
me to conſign this departing Spirit to Thine' Hand ; 
for Thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord GOD of Truth (n)! 


% an Thine : Save me (o), and make me happy 


* But may I indeed preſume to ſay, I am Thine ? 
O God, now I am ſtanding on the Borders of both 
Worlds, now I view Things, as in the Light of Thy 
Preſence and of E ternity, how unworthy do 1 apppear, 
that I ſhould be taken to dwell with Thy 9 
* » 56 nts 


| (6) 2 Som. xxill.'s; (k) 2 Cor. i. 20. (1) Pſal, crix. 49. ; 4, 


- 


Rom, vi, 23, n) Pal xxxi, 5, (o] Pſal. cxix. 94 
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Saints in Glory ! Alas, I have Reaſon to look back 
with deep Humiliation, on a poor unprofitable ſinful 
Life, in which I have daily 22 deſerving to be caſt 
int Hell. But I have this one comfortable Reflection, 
that I have fled to the Croſi of r and I now re- 
new my Application to it. To think of appearing be- 
fore Gop in ſuch an imperfe& Righteouſneſs as my 
own, were Ten "Thouſand Times worth than Death. 
No, Lord! I come unto Thee as a Sinner ; but as a 
Sinner, who has believed in Thy Son for Pardon and 
Life: I fall down before Thee as a guilty polluted 
Wretch ; but Thou haſt made Him to be unto Thy 
People for Wi/dom and Righteouſneſs, tor Sanctification 
and Redemption (p). Let me have my Lot among the 
Followers of IEsuSs ! Treat me, as Thou treateſt thoſe 
who are His Friends and His Brethren ! for Thou 
knoweſt, my Soul has loved Him, and truſted Him, 
and ſolemnly ventured itſelf on the Security of His 
Goſpel. And / know in whom 1 have believed (q). 
The Infernal Lion may attempt to diſmay me in this 
awful Paſſage : But I rejoice, that I am in the Hand. 


of the good Shepherd (r) ; and I defy all my Spiritual 


Enemies, in a chearful Dependance on His faithful 
Care. I lift up my Eyes and my Heart to Him, who 
ewas dead and is alive again; and behold, He lives 


for evermore, and hath the Keys of Death and of the 


unſeen World (s). Bleſſed I Es us, 1 die by Thine Hand, 
and I fear no Harm from the Hand of a Saviour! I 


fear not that Death, which is allotted to me by the 


Hand of my deareſt Lord, who Himſelf died to make 
it ſafe and happy. I come, Lord, I'come not only 
with a willing, but with a joyful Conſent. I thank 
Thee, that remembereſi me for Good ; that Thou 
art breaking my Chains, and calling me to the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of GOD (t). I thank Thee, 
that Thou wilt no longer permit me to live at a Diſ- 
tance from Thine Arms ; but after this long Abſence, 
wilt have me at Home, at Home for ever. 
„% My feeble Nature faints in the View of that Glory, 
which is now dawning upon me: But Thou 3 
. ; | ys OWs 


V, 1. 18. (t) m. viii. 21. 


T c (ccc 


(r) John x. 21, 8. 
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„ How, gracions Lord, to let it in upon my Soul by juſt 

Degrees, and to make Thy Strength perfect in my Weak- 
nne (u.) Once more, for the laſt Time, would I look 
down on this poor World which I am going to quit, 
s and breathe out my dying Vows for its Proſperity, and 


„% that of Thy Church in it. I have loved it, O Lord, 
«© as a living Member of the Body; and I love it to the 
« laſt. I humbly beſeech Thee therefore, that Thou 


wilt guard it, and purify it, and unite it more and 


„ more ! Send down more of Thy bleſſed Spirit upon it, 
even the Spirit of Wiſdom, of Holineſs, and of Love; 
* till in due Time the Wilderneſs be turned into a Gar- 
% den of the Lord (w), and all Flip fhall ſee Thy Sal- 
% vation (x) / * 
And as for me, bear me, O my Heavenly Father, 
aon the Wings of everlaſting Love, to that peaceful, that 


holy, that joyous Abode, which Thy Mercy has pre- 


*«- pared for me, and which the Blood of my Redeemer 
«hath purchaſed ! Bear me t the general 4/embly and 
« Church of the Firſt born, to the innumerable Co 

© of Angels, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fed (y) ! And whatever this Fleſh may ſuffer, let my 
* ſteady Soul be delightfully fixed on that Glory to which 
* it 3s riſing ! Let Faith perform its laſt Office in an ho- 


* nourable Manner! Let my few remaining Moments 


on Earth be ſpent for Thy Glory; and fo let me aſ- 
« cend, with Love in my Heart, and Praiſe on my fault- 
* ering Tongue, to the World where Love and Praiſe 
% ſhall be compleat ! Be this y lat Song on Earth, which 
I am going to tune in Heaven; Bleſmg, and Honour, 
* and Glory, and Power be unto Him that fitteth ow 
** the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever (2)« 
* Amen.” 


(u) 2 Cor. xii, 9. (w) Ih. li. 3. (x) Luke iii, 6, 


() Heb, xii, 22, 23. (2) Rev. v. 13. 
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BOOKS publified by P. Doddridge, D. D. 
and ſold by J. Waugh, at the Turk's Head 
in Lombard Street, „ ae 


1. HE Family Exyocrtor: Or, a Paraphraſe 


6 and Verſion of the Four Evangeliſts, diſ- 

on in the Order of an Harmony: With Criticat- 
otes, and a Practical Improvement of each Section. 

The Second Edition. In Two Volumes, 4to. 

II. The Third Volume of the Famity Expos1- 

ToR : Containing the As of the Apofiles, with addi- 

tional Notes on the Harmony of the Evangeliſts ; and 


Two Diſſertations, 1. On Sir Jſaac Newton's Syſtem of 


tne Harmony. 2. On the Inſpiration of the New Teſta- 
ment. With proper Indexes to the Whole, | 
II. Sermons on the Religous Education of Children. 
The Third Edition. NEE 

IV. Sermons to Young Perſons, on the following 
*. SubjeQs:; viz. 1. The Importance of the Riſing Gene- 
ration. 2. Chriſt formed in the Soul the Foundation of 
Hope. 3. A Diſſuaſive from keeping Wicked Com- 


pany. 4. The Young Chriſtian invited to an early 
| --=, Attendance on the Lord's. Table. 5. The Orphan's 


Hope. 6. The Reflections of a Pious Parent on the 
Death of a Wicked Child. 7. Youth reminded of ap- 
pProaching Judgment, The Third Edition. By 
„V. Ten Sermons on the Power and Grace of Chriſt, 
and on the Evidences of his glorious Goſpel ; preached 
Zat\Northampion; The Second Edition. | 
VI. Submiſſion to Divine Providence in the Death 
of:Ehildren, recommended and inforced, in a Sermon 


packed at Northampton, O49b. 3. 1736. on the Death 


of a very amlable and hopeful Child about Five Years 
od. The Second Edition. 

VII. The Scripture- Doctrine of Salvation by Grace 
through Faith, illuſtrated and improved in Two Ser- 
mons, -preached at Rozve/l. _ 

22 VL 


Subjects; 


3 Practical Diſcourſes on Regeneration, in Ten | 
| * Bermons, preached at Northampton, on the following 


BOOKS ſold J. Waven.'.. 
Subjects; 1. The Character of the Unregenerate. 2, 1 * 
The Nature of Regeneration. 4, 5, 6. Ihe Neceſſity 
9. and Importance of it. 7. The Divine Influences necel- 
0 fſary to produce it. 8. The various Methods in which 
| © "thoſe Influences operate. 9. Directions to the awakened 


Sinner. 10. An Addreſs to the Regenerate. The Se- 
cond Edition, in 12 mo. 


90 


al Preached at a Meeting of Miniſters at Ke/tering in 
n. Nortbamptonſbire. October 15. 1741. 
X. The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, ex- 
1 reſſed in plain and eaſy Verſe, and divided into ſhort 
di- 47 for the Tſe of little Children. The Second Edition. 
nd XI. Compaſſion to the Sick recommended and urged, 
of .. in a Sermon preached at Northampton, Sept. 4. 1743. 
ta- In Favour of a Deſign then opening to erect a Cope 
| Inrmary there. 
en. XII. A Sermon on the heroick Death of Col. Gardi- 
ner, preached at Northampton, Of. 13. 1745. 
ng XIII. A Sermon preached at Northampton, Feb. WF 
le- 1745-6. On Occaſion of the precipitate Flight of 8 l 
of Rebels from Stirling a ſew Days before. py 
m- XIV. A Charge delivered at the Ordination of the 
ly Reverend Mr. Tozer, at Nor<vich. "M 
n's - © XV. A Charge delivered at the Ordination of the 
he Reverend Mr. Jobn Fennings, at St. Ives. + TW: 
p- XVI. Chriff's Invitation to thirſiy Souls. A Sermon _ 
preached at Northampton, in the Year 1729. And ©: 
ſt, Publiſhed chiefly for the Benefit of the Poor, at e 
ed earneſt Requeſt of a Gentleman of the Eſtabliſhed © 
of 1 land 7 
thr II. A Sermon preached at Salters- Hall, Auguſt 20, 
on | 1 Publiſhed on Occafion of the late Alarm by the 
tn , Second Shock of an EARTuUGCUAK E, March 8, 
ars 1749-50, With a Preface relating to that Awful Event:. 
XVIII. A Plain and Serious Addreſs to the Maſter of 
ICE a Family, on the important Subject of Family: Religion. 
er- "Phe Third Edition. | 
" XIX. Chriſtian Candour 1 Unanimity lated, 52 * 
en laſbated and urged. A Sermon preached at a Meeting pf 


IX. The Evil and Danger of neglecting the Souls of 
Men, plainly and ſeriouſly repreiented, in a Sermon 


8 1 at Crtaton i in Nortbamptonſbire, Jan. I * * 770. 


"BOOKS de by. 1. Watts, P. P. and 
Told by J. Waugh, be Turk's Head 1 
D Lombard Street. 


I. CERMONS on various Subjects, Divine and 
Moral: With a ſacred Hymn ſuited to each 
Er a. . Deſigned for the Uſe of Chriſtian Families, as 
well as for the Hours of devout Retirement. In two 
= Volumes. The Sixth Edition. 

II. 4 Guide te Prayer: Or, a free and rational Ac- 
Þ©; bunt of the Gift, Grace, and Spirit of Prayer ; with 
plain Directions how every Chriſtian may attain them. 

- The Ninth Edition, 12mo. 

III. Death and Heaven: Or, the laſt Enemy con- 

1" quered, and ſeparate Spirits made perfect: Attempted in 

. two Funeral Diſcoarſes, in Memory of Sir John Har- 

opp, Bart. and his Lady, deceaſed. The Fourth Edi- 
tion, 12mo. with he Preface to the German Tranſlation. 

IV. 4 Book of Catechiſins, complete: Containing, 

I A Diſcourſe of Catechiſms, how to write and to 


- we 


= judg e of them. The Fourth Edition. 

4. The % Set of Catecbhiſins and Prayers for young 

4 * Children of tour or five Years of Age. The Tenth Edi- 

1 1 8 , | 

= . The ſecond Set of Catechiſms and Prayers for 

85 i!dren of Eight or Nine Years of Age. The Eighth 
ion. 

4. The Aſſembly's Catechiſm; ewith Notes, for Chil- ,? 
d ren of, Ten or Twelve Years of Age. The Eighth Edi- | 
ion. 

. A Preſergative from the Sins and Follies of Child- 
Aer and" Youth. Written by Way of Queſtion and An- 
er. To which is added, a large Catalogue of remark- 
 'pbla6criprure Names collected for the Uſe of Children. 
The Sikh Edition. V. B. All theſe are ſold fingle. 

1 er compoſed for the Uſe and Imitation of Chil- 
1 z 185 to their different A ges and their various Occa- 

ber with Inftructions to Youth in the Duty of 

= eden. drayn up by Way of Queſtion and Anſwer, and . 
| 8 riods Addreſs to chem. on that Subject. The Sint 

= "Edition, 2m. ad 
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